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«¢ | see the white sails on the main; I see, on all the strands, 

Old Europe’s exiled households crowd, and toil’s unnumbered hands— 
From Hessenland and Frankenland, from Danube, Drave, and Rhine, 
From Netherland, my sea-born land, and the Norseman’s hills of pine, 
From Thames, and Shannon, and their isles—and never, sure, before, 
Invading hosts such greeting found upon a stranger shore. 

The Generous Genius of the West his weleome proftfers free ; 


’T is a good land to fall in with, men, and a pleasant land to see ! 


«They learn to speak one language; and they raise one flag adored 
Over one people evermore, and guard it with the sword; 

Tn gay hours gazing on its four and fourty stars above, 

And hail it with a thousand songs of glory and of love. 

Old airs of many a fatherland still mingle with the cheer, 

To make the love more glowing still, the glory still more dear— 
Drink up-seas out! join hands about ! bear chorus all,” chants he; 


“Tis a good land to fall in with, men, and a pleasant land to see!” 


. 


-— Ancient Chronteles. 
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CH A. DP Ea A, 
THE PASSAIC RIVER: -GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS 


He PASSAIC: RIVER in all respects: is a New 
Jersey stream, It has its rise in’ this) State; 





its whole course is within its borders; and its 
Journey is) ended by its waters being poured 
into Newark Bay a short distance south of the City of 
Newark. It is the longest and most important river in 
New Jersey; it turns more mills, operates imore factories, 
und furnishes more water power for the uses of man than 
any other stream of its size. Ninety miles only in length 
from its source to its final deposit, it drains eight hundred 
and more square miles of seven counties and forms the nat- 
ural boundary lines between parts of those seven counties: 
Morris, Somerset, Union, Essex, Passaic, Bergen, and TLud- 
son. Its value to the State, and especially to these seven 
counties, is beyond calculation, nor can it be estimated. 

It rises in Morris County, near Mendham, ino swampy 
eround, though ima mountaimous region, at an elevation of 
nearly nine hundred feet, and begins its race to the ocean, 
running in aw general course east of south for about ten 
miles, receiving several small brooks, and draining a large 
swamp, thereby increasing the volume of water sufficiently 
to operate several mills. For this distance if courses over 
a very pleturesque country, in some places presenting bold 
and rather romantic landscapes, but forming no immediate 
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appreciable valley. Tt ois for a part of this ten miles: the 
naturel boundary line between Morris and Somerset Coun- 
ties. When it reaches a point almost directly south of Mil- 
lington, and where it reccives Dead River, it turns abruptly, 
northeasterly, with a horseshoe-like curve, still dividing the 
two counties. It then, however, and almost immediately, 
changes its swift movement and becomes exceedingly slow 
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and sluggish, in which characteristic it is excelled by no 
other stream. This lazy movement is retained until it ap- 
proaches Little Falls in Passaic County. The descent for 
nearly the whole distance is only about four feet to the 
mule. 

After reeeivine the waters of Dead River, a Somerset 
stream, near Millington, Union County is soon found be- 
tween Warrenville and New Providence, and then the river 
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runs between Union and Morris a short distance beyond the 
bridge of the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Rail- 
road, just west of Summit, to Chatham Township, in the 
last named county. Thence it flows, still slowly, in a north- 
ward direction to the extreme northwest corner of Caldwell 
Township in Essex, near Montville, in Morris, dividing the 
last two named counties. In this course from Somerset to 
the end of Issex the river follows every direction of the com- 
pass. When it reaches Passaic County, which it does al- 
most immediately after leaving Caldwell, it makes another 
turn, this time eastward, and then it changes and becomes 
wn impetuous, turbulent, swift-inoving body of water. 

setween Somerset and Passaic its waters are largely aug- 
mented by many considerable streams which have joined it. 
It also receives several brooks and creeks, some from Somer- 
set, others from Morris, Union, and Hssex. The Whippany, 
an important mill stream, and the Rockaway, still more 
important, and both from Morris, unite in Ilanover 'Town- 
ship, a short distance from where their combined waters 
are added to the Passaic. The Pequanock, the Wanaque, 
or Wynockie, as it is sometimes called, and the Ramapo, 
uniting near Pompton in Passaic, form a large stream atter 
that called the Pompton, and make great additions near 
the boundary line between Mssex and Passaic, and only a 
few miles from Little lalls.’ 

When the river was in a state of nature the scene around 
it at Little Malls was grand and really sublime. The 
stream broadened and deepened, and, gathering its waves 
info One Immense mass, as if preparing for the task before 
it, plunged down two almost perpendicular descents with 
i loud roar, dashing its foam up to the clouds. The fall 
here was fifty-one feet in a half mile; the river was three 
hundred feet wide and ten feet deep. The first descent was 
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CHANGES OF NATURE 5 


in ad measure more gentle as compared with the other, 
Which was sixteen feet dcep and much more grand and im- 
pressive. 

The hand of man has been industriously at work here, 
and has materially changed the character and movement of 
the river; it has marred, but not entirely destroyed, the 
natural beauty of the scene. Before man made his appear- 
ance on the spot and interfered with Nature’s work great 
changes took place. It is supposed by geologists that an 
immense lake existed at one time on what are now both 
banks of the river, extending from and involving the west- 
ern part of Somerset County, northward to Little Falls, and 
eastward and westward, including Morris County and parts 
of the adjacent country. At some time in the history of the 
world a mighty convulsion in the ice covering the land took 
place, and the lake broke open the barriers which confined 
it and changed the whole character of the land and water. 
The surface of the flood veceded, the river cut through the 
mountain, formed a channel for its flow, drained the waters 
of the lake, and created Little Falls. But their position 
was ultimately changed aid receded, perhaps, a distance of 
seven hundred feet from the wall front, where the falls were 
three hundred feet broad and probably fifty feet deep. The 
falls have been blasted away and entirely obliterated, 

The stream has been cribbed, contined, and made to play 
tn tinportant part as an appliance ino ministering to the 
wants and demands of modern civilization, Large facto- 
ries have been erected on the banks of the river, and have 
been supplied with a never failing and always sufficient mo- 
tive power and an lmpetus given (oO manufactures. The 
masterful mind of man has harnessed the waters, made 
them subservient to his will, and utilized them for his pur- 
poses. ‘This motive power has moved many vast plants of 
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Inachinery, driven enormous wheels, and the builders of 
these factories have been enabled to make them hives of 
industry, employing hundreds of active, busy, intelligent 
workinen. Great channels of trade and commerce have 
been opened, the community has been blessed, and thou- 
sands have been bencfited by the change from the rough, 
wild scenes of nature (o the peaceful evidences of mnan’s in- 


ecnuity, enterprise, and perseverance. 


Just beyond 
the ‘falisy’ the 
VIVer passes ulh- 
der the aque- 
duct of the Mor- 
ris Canal, with a 
noble arch made 
of Cut.) stone 
of very beauti- 
ful COMBITUC- 
tion. Thence it 
makes its placid 
Way, occasional- 
ly agitated by a 





CONFLICT WITH THE INDIANS (DE BRY). few ripples, but 

. never disturbed 

by any considerable rapids, until aftev a travel of about 

five miles the Great Falls at) Paterson are reached. The 

descent, however, between the two localities is sufficient 
at places to drive a few mills. 

The general direction of the river is now northeast- 
erly, DU as, 1h reaches, a spoint nearly, if not quite, 
midway between Little Falls and West Paterson, it makes 
a sharp turn to the southeast, and then about half a mile 
beyond this point it again resumes the northeasterly course. 
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CHANGES OF NATURE ff 


At West) Paterson the Passaie crosses) first Mountain 
through a gap two miles wide. In the bottom of Chis gap 
the river has cut a deep gorge, at the upper end of which it 
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BLOCK’S “FIGURATIVE MAP,” 1614. 


plinges over.a narrow canon seventy feet deep, and this is 
the “ Great Falls.” 

The ice, when it moved and disappeared, undoubtedly 
created ereat changes in this locality, as it did at Little 
alls; the bed of the river was lowered, the height of the 
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water flowing in the river was materially lessened, the 
breadth, elevation, and location of the falls were changed, 
and the whole appearance of the Jand greatly altered. 
The original height of the descent of the water here was 
probably from one hundred and twenty-tive to one hundred 
and fifty feet, and the ledge over which the descent was 
Inade must have been at least three hundred feet wide. The 
location of the falls, before this action of the ice movement, 


was several hundred feet away from its present position. 
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GREAT FALLS AT PATERSON. 


Ifad all these remained as they were before the ice moyed 
such obstacles would have existed as would have obstructed 
Iman in his utilization of the appliances which nature in her 
benevolence presented to him in this improved condition, 
fitted for his use, in serving his needs. 

Ifow lone: a time was employed in accomplishing all these 
stupendous results is left entirely<to conjecture, it is sim- 
ply impossible to form any estimate whatever whether it 
was millious of years or less, No data have been afforded 
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10 Mis PASSAIC VALLEY 


by which any proper judgment can be formed; no hand- 
writing of the Deity lias been traced on the rocks. The ice 
has disappeared; it has left indubitable evidences of its 


former presence and of its mighty works; the waters have | 


tunnelled the mountains, have cut great gaps in the earth, 
have forced the stubborn rock to yield to their irresistible 
power; the floods have receded from the earth, the dry land 
has appeared, the peaceful river now flows in its appointed 
course, and the heart of man has been gladdened by its 
beneficent influence. 

It is estimated that 1,493,100 cubic yards of trap rock 
alone have been removed from the gorges opened by the ice 
and water. Some idea may be formed of the amount of 
this material thus removed by a reduction of the mass to 
feet. It will form a column three hundred feet long and 
four hundred and forty-seven feet high. [ven this caleula- 
tion will not enable us to estimate the time it took to remove 
the rock. [Et must be remembered that this statement only 
involves one kind of material which was removed, No esti- 
Inate can possibly be made of other substances carried 
away, such as shale, sand, gravel, and earth. 

As the stream approaches its last descent it again widens 
as if preparing for its final and greatest effort, and then 
With an impetuous force is driven over a chasim sixty feet 
in depth, Inan unbroken sheet, info a narrow channel below 
SINC feet wide, where tl foams and dashes between high 
perpendicular, roeky walls on cither side, until if reaches 
acalim and broad basin, which tt has carved for itself by 
‘its own inherent power out of the vock. From this reser- 
voir it again assumes a swift moving motion, caused by a 
deseent of twenty feet, and below the level of the plain 
around Paterson. Beyond that city it makes another sud- 
den turn, this time southward, and then, pursuing a more 
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NEWARK BAY AND VICINITY TS. 


peaceful movement for several miles, reaches the modern 
City of Passaic, where it meets tidewater from the sea. 
HTere, assuming nore and more the characteristics of a true 
river, tf moves onward with widening stream and dignified 
flow until it unites its accumulated waters with those of 
the ILackensack and forms Newark Bay. During” this 
course it receives several streams from Bergen County, of 
Which Preakness and Saddle Rivers are the principal. 

From Passaic to Newark the banks of the stream and its 
immediate valley present most charming natural scenery. 
There are no high bluffs, no palisades, no mountain heights 
frowning down upon the flood below; gentle declivities, en- 
livened by vale and valley, and occasional acres of woodland 
brighten the seene. Mans ingenuity and art have added 
their charms to the work of nature; richly cultivated fields 
and fruitful farms are found on either side; well built 
Villages, showing thrift) and cnerey, elegant residences, 
Where wealth and taste have embellished their surreund- 
Ines, are scen at every (urns occasional factories substan- 
lially built, with neat cottages surrounding them for their 
many employees and their families, evince by their appear: 
anee Industry and prosperity, apd please the eye and elad- 
dem the heart “of the “alilitarman and economist. Sbany 
bridges, in some instances of excellent and artistic struct: 
ure, span the stream, affording facilities for travel by ordi- 
hary eariage and for several rativoads. Numerous vessels, 
both steam and sail, ply up aud down, carrying merehan- 
dise to different points, and rejoicine the hearts of those 
who delight.in such evidences of enterprise. 

After leaving Newark and before its cntrance into the 
bay the river passes through a that country extending east- 
ward for several miles between the Passaic and Tacken- 
sack Rivers, and east of the last maimed stream and north- 
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14. TIN PASSATG VALELAY 


ward to the town of Hackensack in Bergen County. This 
section of country, containing many thousand acres of land, 
and called, generally, the “Salt Meadows,” was once coy- 
ered by a growth of scrub pines and cedars, which have now 
nearly all been cut off. It is intersected by numerous small 
ereeks and ditches affected by the tides of the ocean, and is 
now covered by a growth of sedge, rushes, and salt grass. In 
thesummerseason large patches of marshmallows and other 
flowering aquatic plants are scattered over these low 
grounds and add greatly to the beauty of the landscape. 
The sea undoubtedly at one time flowed over these acres. 
Several railroads traverse these meadows on their way to 
the great metropolis of the republic, and near Newark muury 
factories have been erected upon them. Lt is possible that 
in the near future they may be utilized for manufacturing 
purposes. 

Just before the Passaic makes its great plunge at the 
“Great alls? an imiense dam las been built across the 
stream and its waters have been utilized for the purposes 
of many large manufactories at Paterson, 
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CHA PVE R AT 
PATERSON—ITS INCEPTION AND GROWTH 


ermm®) LIN ANDER PAMILTON, the first Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States under President 
Washington, has not in one respect received the 
award of praise he deserves. His efforts to raise 
the standard of American industry were unwearied and 
were of the most practical character. He is remembered as 
a financier, as a statesman, and as a soldier, but is seldom 
if ever recognized as really the founder of protections to 
American manufactures. 

Late in the eighteenth century, at a time when the manu- 
facturing interests of the republic were in a formative state 
and the attention of statesmen was turned to that impor- 
tant subject, Colonel Tlamilton conceived the idea of the 
creation of an association which should practically demon- 
strate that the American people need no longer be depend- 
ent upon foreign countries for manufactured products neces- 
sary for ordinary use. Tlis capacious, far-reaching mind 
embraced two purposes in lis scheme: Tinsty that the citi- 
gens of the then strugeling republic should be taught the 
lesson of self-dependence and freedom from the thraldom 
of foreign producers; and, second, the introduction of a prin- 
ciple of action into the policy of the country which would 
insure for the future the application of American industry 
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16 MILL PASSAIG. VALLEY 


to the manufacture of various kinds of goods which were 
in common demand, and make the people of the United 
States able not only to produce what was needed for home 
consumption, but in time to compete with foreien countries 
as exporters and cease alone to be hmporters. America, 
through its varied climate and by its manifold appliances, 
could produce the raw material necessary for the manufac- 
ture of every article needcd for the ordinary demands of all 
classes in the community. 
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HAMILTON GRANGE, NEW YORK, 


‘The phin was a erand one, patriotic in all its aspects, and 
worthy of the great man who conceived it, But to carry it 
out toa practical result co-operation was needed. So Col- 
onel Tmitton sought aid tn his great project. Tle subimit- 
(ed if to many leading capitalists and patriotic citizens of 
the time, and finally, after much toil and great exertion and 
Inany discussions, a company was formed in the early part 
of 1791, by the active efforts of this distinguished states- 
man, for establishing useful manufactures. live thousand 
shares of stock, at one hundred dollars per share, were sub- 


seribed, but only 2,267 shares were fully paid for, The ex- 
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HAMILYTON’S GREAT PROJECT 17 


pressed purpose of the association was the manufacture of 
‘all articles not prohibited by law.” At first, however, it 
was determined that only cotton cloth should be made. At 
that time the appliances for the making of this material 
were very crude and imperfect as compared with those of 
modern times. Sir Richard Arkwright’s process had been 
invented, but it had not been submitted to any practical 
test, sufficient at least to insure success. In fact it was 
only partially known in Eneland. No cotton yarn even had 
been spun in Amer- | 
iva except by hand. 
The price at which 
cotton fabrics were 
then sold abundant- 
ly showed the diffi- 
culty In its produc- 
tion. That price was 
fifty cents a yard. 
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HAMILTON S TOMB IN TRINITY CHURCILYARD, 

were grand and far- | 

reaching. "Those plans embraced not only the manufacture 
in time of many and varied products, but also the founding 
of avast emporitun where innumerable factories should be 
erected; Where immense plants of machinery in all its vari- 
ous forms introduced; where thousands of workmen should 
be employed; and from whence the whole world should 
be supplied with whatever it might need in the way of 
manufactures. Verily no other genius than that of a Tlam- 
ilton- could have conceived so wonderful a scheme, and it 
is greatly to be regretted that his masterful intellect had 
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BEGINNINGS OL PATERSON 19 


not been employed in perfecting the plan and in securing 
its perfect success. 

New Jersey was selected as the State in which a site 
should be chosen fer this magnificent enterprise, but the 
exact place was not designated. That was postponed until 
some prior arrangements were carried out, 

In the meantime an exhaustive examination was being 
made of various localities where it was deemed that the 
contemplated factory should be erected, and at last the 
“Creat. Falls,” as they were 
then called, on the Passaic, 
were selected. 

Paterson at that time had 
ho existence, het even in 
name. There was a sinall 
hamlet on the opposite bank 
of the river known then as 
Ottouwa, from the Indian 
name of * the” falls,.cafter- 
wards called Manchester. 
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houses were scattered 

around the present site of Paterson, This very important 
point, the selection of a locality for the practical operation 
of the society, being settled, the next step was the forma- 
(ion Of an incorporation. Por this purpose Che promoters of 
(he enterprise turned tow:rds the Legislature, 

On the 22d of November, 1791, the Legislature of New 
Jersey passed an act incorporating the new society. The 
title of the law was this: 

“An act to incorporate the contributors to the Society 
for establishing useful manufactures, for the encourage- 
ment of the said Society.” 
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This title does not give any corporate name, but one of 
the clauses of the act declared that the new corporation 
should be known as ° The Society for Mstablishing Useful 
Manufactures.” By this name its legal existence has been 
recognized throughout the State and by the courts, where 
it has been many times a suitor, cither as plaintiff or defend- 
ant.” In that’ nanie it has received its title to-land pur- 
chased and by it it has made conveyance of real estate. But 
in the City of Paterson, where 
Its aifairs have been conducted 
since its organization, and in 
the surrounding country, if is 
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The statute by which the Legis- 
lature granted corporate powers 


) 


to the “contributors ” was the 
most liberal ever cnacted, and 
abundantly manifested the esti- 
nation ino which the company 
was held by the law-making body 
and the community, and the 
oreat hopes: that were, enter: 
tained of the immense advan- 


A COLONIAL GENTLEMAN, 


faves to be ,gamed from the 
presence of such oan organization, Phe act was most 
elaborately drawn, and owas, evidently, the work, of an 
intellect of the highest order. Alexander Thamilton 
undoubtedly prepared it, or dictated its several clauses; he 
certainly revised it; it bears the impress of his) clear, 
thoughtful mind, the caution and wisdom of his judgment, 
and the expression of his comprehensive, far-reaching fore- 
thought. 
The preamble gives the history, in the main, of the So- 
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INCORPORATION OF A COMPANY 2) 


ciety, and also exhibits the motives which induced the Legis- 
lature to pass so generous an act of incorporation: 

Whereas, It is represented to this Legislature that a subscription has been 
made for the purpose of introducing and establishing useful Manufactures, to an 
amount which already exceeds Two hundred Thousand Dollars. And 

Wuerkeas, the State of New Jersey having been deemed by the Contributors 
the most suitable for carrying the same into Effect, the aid of this Legislature 
has been requested in Promotion of the Views of the said Contributors. And 

WHEREAS, it appears to this Legislature that the granting such Act will be 
conducive to the Public Interest. Therefore, ete. 

Then follow the several clauses defining the powers and 
the restrictions and conditions imposed, and the rights con- 
ferred upon the corporation. The character of this statute 
is So extraordinary, so excecdingely favorable to the enter- 
prise and its results to the locality where the business of 
the company was established, and so important, that it 
seems proper that some of its salient features should be 
noticed. | | 

The capital of the company was fixed at one million dole 
lars, divided into ten thousand shares each of the par value 
of one hundred dollars. The powers and privileges of the 
Society were specified by the charter, among which were 
the following: 

To hold real and personal estate, not exceeding four mil- 
lions of dollars in value, with power of sale. 

Po manufacture and sell any article, not. forbidden by 
law, but with this restriction. that the ‘said Corporation 
shall not deal, nor trade, except in such articles as itself 
shall manufacture and the materials thereof, and in such 
articles as shall be really and truly received in payment 
or exchange therefor.” | 3 

“And the more effectually to encourage so useful and 
beneficial an establishment,” no “ taxes, charges, and im- 
positions ” were to be Jeyied on the real and personal prop- 
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erty of the company for ten years. Artificers and manufac- 
turers in the Immediate service of the corporation were 
exempted from all poli and capitation taxes and from taxes 
and assessments on thei “respective faculties and occu- 
pations.” 

The company was authorized to dig canals and to clear 
and improve the channels of rivers, “the advantages of 
which will not be confined 
to the members of the said 





Society, who ought there- 
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celve a reasonable toll to 
defray the expenses of im- 
provements ultimately so 
valuable to the State.” 

The fullest) power possi- 
ble was granted to enter 
lands for the purpose of sur- 
veying the same and locat- 
ing the lines of the proposed 
canal. The company was 
authorized to treat with the 
owners Of such lands for the 
purchase thereof, and if nee- 
essary to take measures. to 
condemn the property. The 
canal might be located 
from viver to river, to tide water, or on such lines as night 
be deemed advisable by the corporation; toll might be col- 
lected on the canals, when constructed, The minutest de- 
tails of the proceedings for condemning the land hecessary 
to be taken for the proposed canals are given in the charter 
With the greatest care and precision, and while the rights of 
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the landowner were protected the corporation was afforded 
every advantage in securing the land consistent with those 
riehts. 

The United States, or any State, was authorized to_be- 
come a subscriber to the capital stock, and the company was 
authorized to raise money to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars by the means ofa lottery. But the most important 
provision of this charter was the one which led to the found- 
ine of the City of Paterson, which at 
that time had no existence whatever. . { ~ all IN MiSs fo 

‘After the Directors had made za WN 4] 
choice of the principal seat of their AONE: 


~ then the inhabitants 


Inanufacture, 
Within a space of “six miles square ’ 
were incorporated Into a municipal- 
ity with the most extraordinary pow- 
ers. It was to be called “ Paterson,” 
in honor of Governor Paterson, who 
slened the charter after it had been 
passed by the Legislature. The offi- 
eers were tu’ bea’ mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, twelve assistant 
adcrmen, and a town clerk, who were 
to be appointed by the joint meeting 
of the Legislature; the other officers 





were Co be elected by the people at 


BOWS AND ARROWS. 


thet annual town meetings. The 

mayor, recorder, aldermen, and assistant aldermen were 
“severally and respectively” made justices of the peace, 
and any seven of them were empowered to hold a Court of 
Quarter Sessions, with jurisdiction over all crimes cogniza- 
ble by the several Courts of Quarter Sessions of the State, 
with full power to try criminals and punish such as were 
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convicted with fine and imprisonment. The same officers 
were also empowered to act as a Court of Common Pleas, 
“with power to hold pleas of all such civil actions, suits, 
and controversies as are cognizable in the several County 
Courts witlin the State; to summon and impanel juries, to 
give judgment therein, and to carry such judgements into 
execution in as full and ample a manner and by all such 
ways and means as any Court of Common Pleas within 


this State may or can do.” This court should be a court 
of record, having a seal and possessing all the powers of 


other Courts of Conmunon Pleas in the State. An amend- 


ment to this charter, passed in 1792, confined the power of 


acting as Court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas to 
the twelve aldermen; the twelve assistant aldermen were 
to act sunply as members of the Common Council and were 
to be elected by the people. Non-use of the charter was 
not to work forfeiture, and the act of incorporation Was to 
be construed in the most liberal manner in all courts in 
the State. | 

The district selected by the corporation was then situate 
in the Counties of Kssex and Bergen, and was thus de- 
scribed : 

Beginning at the mouth of Third River, formerly called Yontecaw, where it 
empties into Passaic River, thence North 51 degrees 11 minutes, West 570 
links, thence along marked trees, marked with a blaze, and the letters P. A., to 
aw stake and stones, thence North 50 degrees, East across the Passate River, 
above the upper reef to the Little Falls, 50 chains to a large chestnut tree 
marked as before, thence North 49 degrees Kast 135 chains and 21 links, thence 
due Kast 144 chains, thence South 10 degrees East 450 chains to near Saddle 
River Bridge, thence South 19 degrees West 266 chains, thence North 51 degrees 
and 15 minutes West 28 chains to the place of Beginning and containing thirty- 
six square miles equal to six miles square. 

This was the foundation of the City of Paterson, then 
really unknown, now recognized as one of the most impor- 
tant manufacturing centers in New Jersey. 
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The plan, however, as developed in the charter of the 
Society for the government of Paterson as a municipality 
and for the establishment of courts, was never carricd out. 
The present town once formed a part of the old township 
of Acquackanonk, and was governed in the same manner 
as most of the other municipalities of the same character 
in the State. Im 1851 the Legislature of New Jersey set 
off Paterson from its old neighbor, under whose rule the in- 
habitants of the new town had been restive for many years. 





VIEW IN EASTSIDE PARK, PATERSON, 
Photo by Vernon Royle, Paterson. 


The Society, unfortunately as it seemed at the time, be- 


cune, notwithstanding its magnificent prospects, embar- 


rassed and was obliged to abandon the enterprise of manu- 


facturing, to which its ereat projector had given so much 
thought and had made such elaborate preparations. 
Most unfortunately it) fell into the dhands of a reck- 
less adventurer, ao Prenchmin, Major Tolnfant, who 
launched out into the most: extravagant undertakings, 
wmone them the laying out and digging of a ship canal 
from Paterson to tidewater on the Passaic River, below 
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MODERN PATERSON | sonal 


what is now the City of Passaic. This and other almost 
equally as chimerical plans undertaken by Major Ltn fanet 
involved the Society in enormous expenses, and finally 
obliged its stockholders to abandon the main feature of the 
enterprise for establishing manufactures. The plan, how- 
ever, had taken deep root in the minds of some of its sup- 
porters, and it was destined to develop into a substantial 
and well-grounded system. The Society had -erected a 
small factory and had purchased a large amount of real 
estate, much more in extent than was needed for their pur- 
poses. The immense water power and the nearness of ac- 
cess to the great market of New York invited manufactur: 
ers of different kinds of products, at first mostly of cotton 
fabrics, but latterly of other goods, and Paterson was soon 
filled with a population of busy 
workmen and their families, 
Who have added by their industry. 
and thrift to the material pros- 
perity of this great manufactur: 
ing town. Many of these were of 





foreign birth who left their native 





FLAG OF HOLLAND, 


countries to seek employment in 
this Manchester of New Jersey, 
The various patronymics to be found in the directory of 
Paterson indicate the different nationalities gathered with- 
In its borders, but the recurrence of mauiy other names is 
a sure evidence that the main clement of the population is 
of Tolland origin. 

The present prosperous condition of this flourishing town 
is undoubtedly due to the existence of the Society for the 
Establishing of Useful Manufactures. I has now one hun- 
dred and twenty silk factories, producing as excellent fab- 
ries of that character as can be manufactured in any other 
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country. These factories employ twenty thousand oper- 
wtives. Besides these, may products of other kinds are 
manufactured, such as machinery, locomotives, and other 
appliances into which iron largely enters. The population 
of this important manufacturing city, according to the last 
census, is over 105,000. Among its most prominent and in- 
fluential citizens of to-day are many descendants of skilled 
workmen who were invited from Kurope at the close of the 
elehteenth century to come to Paterson to aid im the de- 
velopment of the plan of the Society. They came from Kne- 
land, Scotland, France, and Gerniany, and a. few from 
Switzerland. They remained, and they and thei children, 
by their worth and industry, have materially aided the 
Manufacttring mterests of the whole country and to make 
Paterson what it Is to-day. 
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CHE AS DE Teo ak 
BERNARD TOWNSHIP AND ITS NOTED MEN 


His PASSATO RIVER, in its course southward from 
its rise in Morris County, near Mendham, strikes 
Within a very few miles:the northwestern corner of 
Bernard Township, in Somerset County. The 

eround changes materially from that in which the river 

rises. There it is marshy, although in an cleyated region. 

Here it becomes exceedingly picturesque and beautiful. 

Many hills, several of almost sufficient cleyation to be 

classed amone mountains, are scattered in rich profusion, 

with narrow vales and a few broader valleys. Mountain 
brooks, some mere streamdlets, shine and shimmer ino the 
sunlight, and add grace and charm to the landscape. Most 
of them unite with the Passaic, but some flow into a branch 
of the Raritin. | 
Madisonville, a small hamlet, known to the immediate 
residents as the * Coffee House,” is the first named locality 
reached in Somerset. Just beyond this hamlet, a short dis- | 
tance to the southeastward, Bernardsville, one of the most 
inviting localities found in New Jersey, lies nestled among 
the hills, beautiful for situation, and presenting many at- 
tractions to families seeking rest and recreation during the 
summer. Many such have located here and more are sure 


to follow. The recent excellent facilities for travel afforded 
by the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
through its Passaic and Delaware branch have encouraged 


this immigration, and now scattered among the valleys 
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and on the hillsides of this romantic region are to be seen 
numerous dwellings, where wealth and taste have revelled 
in adding appliances for comfort and ornament. 
Bernardsville once rejoiced in the cuphonious name of 
Vealtown. By this name it was known during the Revolu- 
tion, In Bryant’s History of the United States i is so 
called in the recital of the movements of General Lee dur- 
ing Washington’s retreat through New Jersey. Old) resi- 
dents in ifs vicinity still know it only by its ancient title, 
eid wit hi 
some di ffi- 
culty recog: 
nize its miod- 
Crh appella- 
lions they still 
call it by the 


hame eiven to 


ULeo. Of 


COUUES eG) the 





hew element 


A COLONIAL THEA SET OF GOLD. 


of population, 
now controlling the interests of the locality, could not toler 
ate the old name and heuce the change, 

Nearer to the river and acshort distance from Boernards- 
Ville is Basking Ridge, another charming village spreading 
itself alone the broad top of an clevated ridge rising sey- 
eral feet above the surrounding country. Basking Ridee 
differs ereatly from Bernardsville, mostly in this respect: 
it is so situated that it may be compactly built, with reeu- 
lar streets, while Bernardsville is so broken up by hills and 
harrow vales Chat itis impossible to preserve any regularity 
in the erection of dwellings or location of streets. 
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There ave four churches at Basking Ridge: a Presbyte- 
rian, &@ Methodist, an Mpiscopatian, and one Roman Catho- 
lic. The first two congregations occupy very respectable 
edifices, especially the Presbyterian, which is large and com- 
modious; the other two congregations are small and strug: 
vling., A noticeable fact connected with the Presbyterian 
organization is that, in its history, tt has been honored by 
the ministrations of some of the most distinguished divines 
of that denomination, any of Whom have spent long pas: 
torates in that particular field. Trees on each side of. the 
main street add grace and ornament to the village. It is 
a busy, thriving small town, with possibilities of greater 
prosperity in the future. oN railroad—that tmpelling force 
in sccuring success—now passes through the village, and 
i probably will prove an appliance for the growth of popu- 
lation and of material benelit. 

Like Bernardsville, Basking Ridge is a well-known local- 
ity spoken of in the history of the Revolutionary War ld 
Was here that Charles Lee, one of General Washingtom’s 
corps officers, was captured during the time of (he com- 
manderin-chie?s retreat through New Jersey before the vie- 
lorious British army after the loss of the battles on Lone 
Island and the capture of Forts Lee and Washington. Lee 


Was In command of a large force at North Castle, near the. 


Tludson. While on his retreat: Washinetoms position be- 


came exceedingly dangerous, and he sent four positive 


orders: within ten days to bee to bring up his troops and 


unite them with the retreating Americans. But that offi- 
cer disregarded these orders, lingered, delayed, and leis- 
urely marched at his own pleasure, 

Lee was vainglorious, concerted, dishtiked Washington, and 
Wis Insanely ambitious of disphteing him, or at least of se- 
curing for himself an independent command. Sixteen days 
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after receiving these direct commands he crossed the Tludson 
and moved southward with his corps, ostensibly for the pur- 
pose of uniting with the commanderin-chief. Nine days aft- 
er he began his march he was no farther than Vealtown, or 
Bernardsville, as it is now called. Leaving his main arny 
there, he pushed on with his staff and about a dozen guards 
to Basking Ridge, where he spent the night ata tavern kept 
by a Mas.. White and known as “© White’s. Tavern,” still 
standing, somewhat altered, but not materially. A Tory liv- 
ing in the neighborhood, learning of lis presence and rest- 
ing place, rode twenty miles the same night that Lee arrived 
toa British scouting party, whose commander, with a small 
squad of men, hurried to Basking Ridge, reaching that place 
at ten Oclock the next morning. Lee was still dawdling 
away his precious time and was captured. Placed on horse- 
back, his arms pintoned, his legs treed under the animal, he 
was conducted in this ignominious manner to the British 
headquarters and detained as a prisoner of war. Te was aft- 
erward exchanged and returned to the arnry to renew his 
wubilious designs against Washington and repeat his 
treason,comimitted in March, 1777, when he furnished a plan 
of campaign to the British officers, pledging his life that it 
would so isolate Washington from his other commands that 
he could easily be captured and thus cnd the wir inthe en: 
tire subjugation of the colonics. Lee was at the battle of 
Mommouth, where he was reprimanded by the conmander: 
In-chiefl. Tle was afterward retired from the arn and died 
In obscurity. 

William Alexander, who claimed to be the rightful heir 
to the title and estates of the Harldom of Stirling in Scot- 
land, and who is called Lord Stirling in the history of the 
day, was a resident at one time in the Township of Bernard, 


near Basking Ridge. This father lad) purchased a large 
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LORD STIRLING 3d 
tract of land in Somerset County. Phe son had utilized 
part of this purchase for a residence, and had formed 
out of it one of the most elegant country seats in New Jer- 
sey, fitting it up with all the appliances of the times for 
coinfort and convenience. Ile built on it a large and com- 
modious Inansion, with garden and grounds attached, filled 
with fruit trees, shrubbery, and flowers, and had added a 
park stocked with deer, and 
stables with blooded horses 
and cattle oof — approved 
breeds. The edifice used as a 
dwelling was standing until 
sometime in the second quia 
ter of the nineteenth century 


ve) 
but the grounds, garden, and 
well appointed stables have 
disappeared, 

William Alexander always 
wrote his name “ Stirling,” 
disregarding his first mame, 
William, and his patronymic, 





Alexander, after the style of 
Knelish noblemen. [His siena- 
lire Bowling Mayr Creal.” in beld characters, is still 
preserved at Washington among the records of the ereat 
strugele, The was the son of James Alexander, a lawyer of 
ereat distinction practicing at New York, and a Scotchman 
Who came to this country early in the cighteenth century, 
fleeing from his mative land (to escape punishment for his 
active exertions in the cause of the Pretender. This James 
Alexander wis one of the counsel in the celebrated Bliza- 
bethtown Bill in Chancery and prepared the bill in that 
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William Alexander, Lord Stirling, was born in New York, 
where his father was practicing. Tle espoused the patriotic 
cause soon after the struggle began between the mother 
country and the colonics. Tle was very much attached to 
Washington, became distinguished as an officer in the army, 
and rose to the rank of majorgeneral, Tle was present and 
took a prominent part in the battles of Long Island and 
other contests, especially at Moumouth, where he com- 
manded one of the 
wings of the army and 
aided. greatly in the 
success of Chat decisive 
conflict, 

Lord Stirling’s sister 
had married William 
Livingston, first Goy- 
ernor of the State of 
New Jersey, and his 
daughter,“ Lady. Isit- 
ly,” ais she was called, 
Was married July 27, 
1779, with great festivi- 
lies at the Stirling man- 





ston, to William Duer, 


JAMES ALEXANDER, 


a colonel in the Revolu- 
lionary army, and was Che ancentress of the Duer family 
Which afterward became so conspicuous im the social and 
political circles of New York. The elder daughter, known 
at the time as “Lady ” Mary, had married Robert Watts, a 
prominent citizen of New York. 

The wedding of Lady kitty and Colonel Duer was cele- 
brated with unusual pomp and ceremony. A large number 
of army oflicers were present. The actual ceremony took 
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place on the Lawn under a cedar tree in the presence of a 
laree concourse of people. Lord Stirling was a bounteous 
host, and on this occa- 
sion he spared no ex- 
pense inp providing for 
the entertainment of his 
humerous guests. Wine 
flowed in abundance, a 
Whole ox was roasted, 
and the other refresh- 
ments were equally Tay- 
ish. 

Bernard Township 
has been prolific in its 
ereat meny who have 
added lustre to the his- 
tory of the, State, and 





some of whom became MRS. JAMES ALEXANDER. 
conspicuous in the national councils of the republic. 
Andrew kirk patrick, who 
adorned the bench of the Supreme 
Court as one of its associate justices 
and as its chief justice for so many 
years, Was born near Basking Ridge. 
Hlis fiamily claimed descent from 
Scottish nobility, A representative 
of it came to New Jersey in 1736, 
from Belfast, Tveland. Ile was, 
however, a Scotchman by birth, and 





removed in 1725 from his native 


LIVINGSTON ARMS, 


country to Treland. Ife and his 
family wandered from New Castle in Delaware, where they 
first landed in this country, through Pennsylvania to Mine 
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Brook, about two miles west: from Basking Ridge. The 
site for a dwelling was well chosen. [ft was picturesque, 
romantic, and beautiful, but also well calculated for the 
support ofa family. Near the chosen spot a spring of pure 
water gushed out of the ground by the side of the stream, 
affording an abundant and never failing supply of that nec- 
essary element. enough water flowed in Mine Brook and 
the lay of the ground was such that a mill could easily and 
well be supplied with power. Before them and around 

them, on every side, spread out a 
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With choice thinber. 
The sturdy Scoteh family grew 





in Numbers and: prospered,  An- 
few dew, a lineal ‘descenditnt of 
é Alexander, the original settler 
in New Jersey, was born Febru- 
ary 1%, Vioos Wis father was a 
strong-willed Scoteh  Presbyte- 
inn who believed in tmoplicit 


ANDREW KIRKPATRICK. 


obedience by son to father, An 
older brother of Andrew, the future chief justice, was a 
clergyman, and the father destined his younger son to the 
same holy calling. So the young man early in life entered 
upon an educational career preparatory to his assuming the 
dignity of a clergyman. Ife was graduated from Prince- 
ton College, and then spent six months in the study of di- 
vinity with the Rey. Dr hennedy, a Presbyterian clergy- 
man. But the young man did not believe that he was fitted 


for a minister of the gospel, and he refused to procecd any 
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further with his studies in that direction, frankly inform- 
ing his father that he purposed abandoning the profession 
selected for him and turning: his attention to the law. The 
elder Kirkpatrick was bitterly disappointed, and resented 
the disobedience of his son to such an extent that he with- 
drew his support and turned the rebel from his home. is 
mother, as he left the house, slipped into his hand a single 
eold piece, a half “ Joe,” the savings of many years. The 
son never parted with this testimony of a mothers devotion, 
and this gold piece, still preserved with pious care by the 
family, is now in possession of the Hon. Andrew Isirkpat- 
rick, the grandson of the chief justice and now judge of the 
United States District Court of New Jersey. 

Andrew Kirkpatrick, the elder, became associate justice 
of the Supreme Court in January, 1798, and after serving 
in that capacity for six years became chief justice, acting 
in both capacities for twenty-one years. Ile was a most 
accomplished jurist, not brilliant nor extraordinarily alert * 
in his mental perceptions, but of untiring industry, of pro- 
found learning, of keen discrimination, and of that charac- 
ter of intellect which enabled him to arrive at a result 
Which more brilliant men could not successfully attack. 
ITis decisions were rarely if ever reversed. Ife has left be- 
hind him a most enviable reputation as an honest man, an 
upright judge, and as one of the most accomplished jurists 
Who ever adorned a New Jersey court, One of his lineal 
descendants is now a practicing lawyer in New Jersey. An- 
other descendant has already been mentioned as now a 
judge of the District Court of the United States for New 
Jersey. 

Samuel TL, Southard was a lawyer of creat distinction in 
his native State, and a statesman known all over the re- 
public, IIe was born in Basking Ridge, June 9, 1787, was 
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graduated at a very early age from the College of New Jer- 
sey, and very soon afterward went to Virginia, where he 
began the study of the law, paying his own expenses by em- 
ploying his leisure time as a private tutor. After being 
licensed to practice by the Virginia courts he returned to 
New Jersey, and in 1811 began practice at Flemington, in 
Ifunterdon County. rom that time his promotion was the 
most rapid ever known in the State. 

In 1813 the Legislature of New Jersey passed a statute 
providing that Aaron Ogden and Daniel Dod, both Jersey- 
men, should be vested with the ex- 
clusive right of navigating the wa- 
ters of New Jersey between this 
State and New York with steam 
vessels. Prior to that time New 
York had, by direct’ law, granted 
the monopoly of steam navigation 
over ils waters to the first inventor 
of a steam boat of a certain re- 
quired speed. The ‘New Jersey 





We statute was undoubtedly intended 
whe, el. Zz ~ 1 Fehigtory for be passage of the 

New York act, certainly as.a check 
to its operation. Serious doubts were entertained at the 
time by lawyers whether (he New Jersey legislation was 
constitutional tts legality, certainty, was questionable. 


Multon and Livingston had succeeded ino acquiring the. 


monopoly granted by the New York Legislature, and they 
sought to have the New Jersey statute repealed. This was 
as early as 1815, when Southard had been licensed) only 


four years. Te was ecmploved, in connection with Joseph 


Hopkinson, to appear at the hearing before the New Jersey 
Legislature for Ogden and Dod. Thomas Addis Himimet 
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represented Fulton and Livingston. Mr, Southard failed 
in convineing the Legislature that the aet showld not be 
repealed, but he succeeded in establishing a reputation for 
clearness of utterance, for keenness in debate, for breadth 
of intellect, for profound argument, for legal acumen, which 
placed hime in the front rank of the lawyers of the country, 
and he found it unnecessary thereafter to seek cHents; they 
sought him. In 1816 he was elected a member of the As- 
sembly, and during his term of office was chosen an asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court, being one of the young: 
est men who ever held that position 
in New Jersey. He was five years 
on the bench, and in 1821 was 
elected United States senator. Now 
Mr. Southard bad reached the 
sphere in which he was most fitted 
to act, and which he was eminently 
capable of adorning. 

Ife was made senator ata most 





critical period in the political lis- to~. Si 
tory of the republic. The country en Lc? 
Was in oa ferment; the Missouri | 

question had been agitating the public ind for 
three years, and was still unsettled. That State 
had applied for admission into the Union, but the applitca- 
tion. had,. been: rejected by a very large majority. ‘The 
Southern members of Congress were loud in their denunes 
ations of this action of the majority. The whole South was 
in a tumult and was stirred to the point of secession; 
acrimonious debate followed; the Union was in peril; black 
clouds lowered on the political horizon, and the hearts of 
(rue patriots trembled at the imminent danger of disrup- 
tion and civil war, It is impossible fully to describe the 
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situation. Conservative men were secking some means by 
Which the tumult might be stilled, and the terrible disaster 
averted which so many deemed inevitable. 

Ifenry Clay was then a member of the lower house from 
Kentucky. Ie had moved that a joint committee should be 
appointed from both houses of Congress. His motion was 
adopted and a committee from the house was elected, of 
which he was the chairman. Ife was a veteran politician, 
had been a member of the Senate, was then speaker of the 
popular branch of Congress, and had the benefit of a long 
experience in political life and the prestige of a past bril- 
liant career. He was a Southern man, born in a slave State, 
was then a resident in and representative of another slave 
State, and was a slaveholder himself. Mir. Southard was 
iw new member. Te had had no experience in national 
political affairs as they were conducted in Congress. He 
lacked the influence gained by long service in the legisla- 


ture of the nation and the advantage of an acquaiptance — 


with the manner and form of congressional procedure, Le 
was, however, a member of the committee appointed by the 
Senate as a part of the joint committee, and was intensely 
moved by the alarming exigencies of the occasion. New 
Jersey, the State he represented, occupied a position in the 
country with her territory near to both sections, and this 
rendered her neutral between the North and South. While 
(he majority of its citizens were opposed to slavery, still 
(hat institution existed within her borders in full force. 
Mr. Southard, therefore, was ready to support such 
measures as would be conciliatory and would meet the ap- 
proval of’ the leaders of the contending parties. THe had 
prepared some resolutions and submitted them to Mr. Chay, 
who at once approved of them. Tt was agreed then that 
Mr. Southard should present. them in the Senate. But on 
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(he morning of the very day that they were to be offered 
in that body Mir. Clay urged that they should be presented 
by him in the ILouse. The New Jersey senator yielded, and 
the Kentucky representative brought them without altera- 
tion before the lower branch of Congress, where, after a 
severe strugele, they were passed, and then sent to the 
Senate, Which approved them, and they became a part of 
the law of the land. They answered the purpose for which 
they were prepared and passed. The danger, apparently 
so imminent, was averted; the passions of men were 
soothed, and the country was quieted for a time. 

These were the celebrated Missouri Compromise Reso- 
lutions for which Mx. Clay has been so much lauded. But 
they were really the product of the great intellect of the 
New Jersey senator, who is entitled to the glory, whatever 
it may. be, resulting from thet creation and effects. 

A pleasing incident connected with this transaction arose 
from the fact that the father of Senator Southard was a, 
congressman from New Jersey at the time, and was also a 
member of the joint committee. 

While a tutor and student in Virginia Mr. Southard had 
met James Monroe, and had become his warm friend and 
ardent admirer.. The friendship was reciprocated, and 
when Monroe became President he remembered his youth- 
ful associate and made him Secretary of the Navy. This 
Wis In 1823. On the accession of John Quincy Adams to 
the presidency he continued Mr. Southard in the position, 
thus giving testimony of the appreciation in which the 
Jerseyman was held by the Massachusetts statesman and 
adding a high and merited compliment to the secretary for 
his ability in the performance of duty. 

In 1829 Mr. Southard was made attormey-general; in 1832 
he was again returned to the Senate, and was re-elected in 
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1836. In 1841 William: If. Harrison diced, soon after being 
Inaugurated President. This event created a vacancy in 
the Senate by the withdrawal of John Tyler from that 
body as its presiding officer to assume the presidency. Sena- 
tor Southard, prior to the decease of flarrison, had been 
elected president of the Senate, and this virtually made him 
Vice-President. Ile died in 1842, In Virginia, beloved by 
his friends and associates and respected by all who came 
within the circle of his influence. Among the eulogies de- 
livered in the Senate chambers when his death was an- 
nounced to that body none was more feeling, warmer, or 
more sympathetic than that delivered by Senator King, 
from Alabama, one of his former political opponents. - 

William Lewis Dayton was another distinguished Jersey- 
man who obtained honor in two widely different spheres 
of action: as a jurist and as a statesman, Tle was born 
at Basking Ridge in 1807, and was descended from a family 
Which has given several prominent men to the service of 
them country, One of these was a general in the Revolu- 
tionary Army; another was a member of the convention 
Which framed the Federal Constitution, afterward a repre- 
sentative and speaker of the Tlouse of Representatives, and 
subsequently senator from New Jersey. 

Young Dayton had excellent opportunities for obtain- 
Ine academic dnstruction. Basking Ridge was remarkable 
al that Gime for its schools, and some of the very best talent 
was employed in conducting them. Tle was educated in his 
preparation for college at these schools, and after the 
proper time entered Princeton University. and was e@rad- 
uated, with no particular honor, in 1825. In fact neither 
his academic nor collegiate life gave much promise of his 
future greatness. Tle seemed dull, slow in comprehension, 
and not at all alert in his studies. 
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Ile entered the office of Peter D. Vroom, one of New Jer- 
sey’s most accomplished lawyers, as a student-al-liuw, and 
was licensed in 1830, as an attorney, and as counsellor in 
1833. Ile removed to freehold, in Mommouth County, and 
renwined there until he was appointed justice of the Su- 
vreme Court. Tis health was not robust, and at one tine 
he was quite slender in person. Tt is altogether possible: 
that this physical defect had some inf—flence om his mental 
activity. Ile required strong impulse to arouse him into 
action. Ife was not what 
could truthfully be called an 
indolent man. Tfis mind 
certainly was alert enough, 
but: he; did not,. by: ‘any 
means, assert his full pow- 
ers on every Occasion, and 





might be described as an 








hi 
unequal man, sometimes ex- Vag 
hibitine ereat powers of in- } wy 
fellect, | especially 7 when wey 
obliged to act, thinks anid’, (i q 


speak  imdependently, at 
other times disappointing WILLIAM L, DAYTON. 

his “friends. " but’ he! Had 

Within himself the elements of greatness, and when fully 
aroused was equal to any emergency and competent to 
grapple with the most abstruse principles. 

A fortunate circumstance brought him into notice as a 
lawyer while practicing at Irrechold. An indictment was 
found against a client for assault and battery. After ex- 
amining into the case he feared that the defendant could 
not be acquitted on the merits of jis case, and therefore 
strove to find some technicality upon which he might base 
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a motion to quash the indietment., Tis examination re- 
vealed the facet that the erand jury which returned the in- 
dictment had not been legally summoned, and he chal- 
lenged the validity of its findings. Ifis motion was suc- 
cessful and the indictment was quashed. Of course every 
other criminal proceeding based on the action of the grand 
jury at that term was dismissed. 

This brought him speedily into public notice, Clients 
flocked to his office and his practice was largely increased. 
Ife was naturally an ambitious man, and, not satisfied with 
the acquisition of legal honor, he longed for a more enlarged 
sphere and sought political preferment. This was soon ac- 
corded to him. That was the day when voters were di- 
vided into two great parties, Whig and Democrat. Mr. 
Dayton was a decided Whig in politics, Monmouth was 
overwhelmingly Democratic, and it seemed hopeless for him 
to expect an election to any political office which was in 
the gift of the people. But he was a born politicians and, 
rising to the situation, entered into the contest with a de- 
termination to succeed, Tis party nominated him as a 
candidate for the Council, as the higher branch of the Legis- 
lature was then called. Ife was at the head of his ticket, 
and succeeded not only in securing his own election, but 
also carried with him his fellow candidates. 

Ite had now found his proper sphere of action... His am- 
bition was fora public life, and rightfully so. Such natures 
as his must find their (rue position, and whatever trammels 
might obstruct or obstacles oppose, thesend was sure and 
certain, A new field of cudeayvor was opened to his aspira- 
tions, and in this arena he was destined to gain his greatest 
glory and win his greenest laurels. Tle was a young man, 
just thirty, antried in polities as a legislator, for he had 
never been in office, Te at once became the leader of his 
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party in the Legislature, and prominent in every movement 
in the Council. It soon became patent to every thoughtful 
observer that the proper place for a man of Mr. Dayton’s 
constunmate abilities was in the domain of politics, and 
here there began for him a career of almost unexampled 
activity and brilliant success. 

My. Dayton’s ambition was not that of the demagogue; 
he was a broad minded patriot of high resolves and noble 
aims. Ile never descended to the low arts which too often 
characterize — those | 
Who seek political 
preferment; he never 
did a mean act; he 
never sullied his life 
by  baseness. Ile 
loved office, not so 
much for the honor 
eained by its. pos- 
sCssiou as for the 
Opportunity it af- 
forded him of ae- 


complishing = good 





for the republic. 
Ilis merits = com- 
manded that respect which obliged his party to offer him 
office Chat he had not sought, 

While he was a member of the Council a radical change 
Was made in the jurisprudence of the State. The Courts 
of Common Pleas of the several counties had, as they still 
have, jurisdiction over all civil actions. Issues made up 
In causes instituted in the Supreme Court were sent for 
(rial to the circuits of that court in the several counties. 
These circuits were presided over by one of the justices of 
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the Supreme Court. But if the amount recovered dit not 
exceed two handred dollars plaintiffs: were obliged to pay 
their own costs. The judges of the Common Pleas Courts 
were generally laymen, uneducated and unfitted for their 
position. A vicious system had obtained in their appoint- 
ment, which was given as reward for political activity. The 
evils arising from this condition of affairs became unbear- 
able, and lawyers and litigants were anxiously seeking for 
some relief. An acute minded lawyer from lMssex County, 
Alexander C. M. Pennington, introduced a Jaw which pro- 
vided for the establishment of Circuit Courts in the several 
counties of the State, with statutory jurisdiction over civil 
actions, giving costs In cases where one hundred dollars 
were recovered. These courts took the place of the Com- 
mon Pleas and relieved litigants from the burdens incident 
to the old system, The justices of the Supreme Court pre- 
sided over these new tribunals, as well as in the old circuits, 
so that lawyers took the place of uneducated layifen as 
judges. 

Mr. Dayton was chairman of the committee on the judi- 
ciary and aided greatly in the passage of the new law. It 
is very doubtful whether it would have passed but for lis 
intelligent and effective assistance, as it met with consider- 
able opposition, : 

On the 28th of February, PS3s, while still a member of the 
Council, he was made am assockite justice of the Supreme 
Court. dle was then hardly thirty-one years old, but soon 
manifested, notwithstanding his youth, his entire fitness 
for the position. Ife remained on the bench nearly three 
years, resigning on the (sth of Mebruary, S41, and returned 
to the practice of lis profession, The reason assigned for 
this step was that the salary of the office was not sufficient 
to support his family. 
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At this time Mr. Southard was senator from New Jersey, 
but he died the next year, and this opened the way for Ma. 
Dayton to reach that position for which he seemed best 
fitted, both by lis inclination and by the bent of his intel- 
lectual nature. Governor William Pennington commis- 
stoned him, in the interim of the Legislature, to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by Mr. Southard’s death. [lis entry into 
so Important a body as the United States Senate was made 
ata time when men of talent and wisdom were needed im 
the national councils. The Whig party had succeeded at 
the previous clection in carrying their 
candidate, General William Henry 
Harrison, into the Presidents chair. 
Ilis death, very soon after his in- 
auguration, had elevated John Tyler 
as his successor, but it was svon evi- 
dent that he was intending to prove 
a traitor’ to. the party wihielh. hid 
placed him in that position. ‘The sit- 





uation presented — ecmbarrassments 


Which other men might have found fy. 
overwhehning. Tyler's defection cre- N Zuiflen 
ated a condition of affairs in connec: 

tion with other circumstances Which plainly madicated that 
the Whig party was fast losing its grip on the people, and 
that the power which seemed assured by the election of 
Harrison wis slipping away from that organization. The 
new senator had no easy task before him, but his cool head, 
his equable temperament, his calm foresight, and liis great 
ability enabled him to avoid the dangers which a more in- 
ferior man could not have avoided. Te spoke seldom, 
and only when occasion demanded, but he then demon- 
strated: that, though so silent, he was equal to any emer- 
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vency, Ile soon impressed himself upou his fellow senators 
and was placed tipon several of the most important com- 
mittees. 

At the formation of the Republican party he took an act- 
ive and prominent part in shaping and moulding its policy, 
and soon became influential in that organization. | In 1856 
John C. Fremont was nominated for President, with Will- 
iam L. Dayton as Vice-President. These nominations were 
not received with entire satisfaction by thoughtful Repub- 
licans, many of whom believed that it would have been 
much better if the names on the ticket had been reversed. 
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CAMPAIGN MEDALS. 


No one whose judgment was of any value imagined that 
the candidates could be elected. They were not, but 
through no fault of the candidate for Vice-President, 

His term of office as senator expired im LSot, and, the 
Democratic party being (hen in power, Commodore Robert 
I. Stockton was appointed his successor. While ins the 
Senate Mr. Dayton measured swords with some of the great: 
est men in that body and did not hesitate to try his strength 
With Daniel Webster himself. Ile lost nothing by the com- 
parison, which, of course, was made between his efforts and 
those of his antagonists. 
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In IS57 Me. Dayton was appointed attorney-general of 
New Jersey by Willian A. Newell, then governor,  Iis 
rival candidates for the position were Irederick T. I*re- 
linghuysen, afterwards Secretary of State under President 
Arthur, and Cortlandt Parker, one of the most distinguished 
lawyers the State ever produced. 

In 1860 Lincoln was elected President, and the eyes of all 
Jerseymen were turned to Schator Dayton as a proper mein- 
ber of his Cabinet. Lincoln desired to appoint him, and 
would have done so, but it was thought that, under the cir- 
culmstances, other States had more powerful claims than 
New Jersey in the selection of the members of his political 
family. But he determined to show his appreciation of his 
merits and ability by placing him in such a prominent posi- 
tion that there could be no question as to the opinion in 
Which he held him. ‘To use his own words: “ I then thought 
of the French mission and wondered if that would not suit 
him. Ihave put my foot down and will not be moved. 4 
shall offer that place to Mr. Dayton.” 

Ile did make the offer to the senator and il was accepted. 
The position, honorable as it was, was no sinecure; it was 
at that time the most important and most embarrassing 
enibassy in the gift of the President. Civil war broke out 
between the North and the South, the emissaries of the Con- 
federacy swarmed in Paris, and the Emperor of the French 
Was more (han half inelined to throw his influence in favor 
of the Southern cause and to recognize the mdependence 
of its government. tle had actually accorded belligerent 
rights to it. With consummate tact, and with far-reach- 
ine foresight, the American minister thwarted the plans of 
the Southerners, and finally sueceeded ino inducing the 
french government to adopt a policy materially crippling 
the Confederacy and greatly aiding in the result. Ma. Day- 
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| ton lived long enough in Paris to secure the confidence of 
the French Emperor and of his court, and to render the 
/ most inestimable service to his country. Ile died very sud- 
| denly, at Paris, on the first day of December, 1864, before 
> the war closed, but when it required very little sagacity to 
| understand that the end of the great struggle was near. 

| 
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CHAPTER IV 
SOMERSET COUNTY—CONTINUED 


HK first settlers in Bernard ‘Township were Scotch 
Presbyterians, which element, in some measure, 1s 
still represented im the present inhabitants. The 
first actual settler, so far as can be Jearned by 

any records now in existence, was James Pitney. Ile was 

an Nnelishman, a button maker, who had his shop on Lon- 
don Bridge. He came from KEneland with James Alex- 
under, the father of Lord Stirling, to whom he was in some 
way related, either by blood or marriage. Ile went fron 

New Brunswick in New Jersey to Somerset County and 

took possession of some land there. Tle is mentioned in a 

deed executed in 1720 as being in possession of some land 

on the east side of the north branch of Dead River. A re- 
cent author, Ludwig Schumacher, in his delightful book, 

“The Somerset Tills,”? speaks of him as a squatter. This 

can not be true, as his connection with the Alexander faim- 

ily would have enabled him to secure all the land he needed, 
and his after history showed that it was not necessary that 

he should adopt such measures for a livelihood. Ile was a 

Presbyterian and connected with the church of that denomi- 

nation at Basking Ridge, and became a grantee, with other 

persons, in a deed to the trustees of that church for a lot 
for the erection of a building for worship and for a ceme- 
tery lot. 
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Bernard Township was tamed in honor of Mrancis Ber 
hard, colonial governor of New York and New Jersey in 
1756. Ile held office for about two years, and was then 
transferred to Massachusetts to become the chief magistrate 
of that colony. Ile was very popular in New Jersey as vov- 
ernor, but was very obnoxious in New [eneland. Some 
dogegerel of the time will give an idea of the poetry of the 
day and of the estimation in which he was held in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, Some student of Princeton Col- 
leve thus sang about him: 

We sing great George upon the throne, 
And Aiherst, great in arms ; 
While Bernard, in their milder forms, 
Makes the royal virtues known. 
A New Eneland poct uses a different note: 


And if such men are by God appointed, 
The Devil might be the Lord’s anointed. 


Not many representatives of the old families who.origin- 
ally settled in Bernard remain, but some are still to be 
found. Several of these original families are represented 
by residents now in the township, not of the original name, 
but descended from daughters who have married husbands 
of different patronymies than their own. 

Just below Basking Ridge the Passaic reaches Milline- 
ton, a small village stretching on both sides of the stream 
With tts larger part ou the Morris County side, Tere the 
river assumes a character not found anywhere else in its 
Whole course. It has forced its way through Long Till, at 
Millington, forming a gorge of various depths and extend- 
ing for about a quarter of a imile. Through this gorge the 
stveamt rushes with some velocity. The ravine is steep- 
sided, about seventy-five feet wide al the top, lessening quite 
gradually in width before reaching the bottom. Although 
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(he sides are so steep yel they are covered from the top to 
the stream below with a thick growth of trees and under- 
brush. 

Some theories have been advanced by geologists as to 
when and how the river accomplished the feat of creating 
this goree, but their examination and research have not 
enabled them to determine definitely the vexed question. 
It was probably done during the time when this part of 
New Jersey was covered with a heavy mass of ice. The 
waters of the upper river were diauimed by its immense ac- 
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cumulation, and in their efforts to escape they broke through 
(he hill and thus formed Che ravine for the passage of the 
water. 

A bridge of some artistic taste, used by the Passaic and 
Delaware Railroad, spans the river near Millington. 

The pure air and beautiful scenery of this region have in- 
vited several summer visitors to locate their country resi- 
dences here, and more will surely follow. One of the most 
notable of these residences is that built by Frederick Nish- 
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wish, now deceased. Mar. Nishwish was a san of prom- 
iInence and influence.  TLlis power was manifested im public 
affairs and in political circles. This energy was felt in all 
matters relating to public interests. Tis honesty com- 
manded universal respect and inspired confidence. Tle was 
the inventor of an improved harrow, which he called the 
“Acme,” and a manufactory of this useful agricultural im- 
plement was established by him at this village some years 
before is death which is still in profitable operation, its 
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products being in ereat demand for their usefulness in all 
parts of (he country, | 

There is a Baptist Church of some antiquity at Milline- 
ton, but on the Somerset side, which is an influential factor 
in controlling the religious sentiment of this part of the 
State. 

After leaving Millington, and before reaching Union 
County, there are some named localities in Somerset: 
Mount Bethel, Warrenville, Coontown, Smalleytown, Mount 
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Tabor, and Union Village. These are small villages, or 
hamlets, of inconsiderable size and in) farming districts. 
At Mount Bethel is another Baptist Church and at Mount 
Tabor a Methodist, with a numerous congregation and very 
commodious building. 

Somerset County was named probably from Somerset- 
shire in IKneland. This is conjecture, based somewhat on 
tradition and on one or two significant facts confirmatory 
of this tradition, ‘There were undoubtedly some early 
settlers in the county who immigrated from Somersetshire. 
An imaginative resemblance between the scenery of their 
former home and that found in their new abode, or per- 
haps a desire to perpetuate in New Jersey a name left in 
Kneeland, led them to call that new home Somerset. Tt can 
not be ascertained when that name was first applied to any 
locality in New Jersey. It was not probably known until 
the creation by statute of the county. The first mention by — 
the colonial Legislature of any division of the colony intoe 
counties is to be found in an act passed November 13, 1675, 
by the Assembly of the whole province held in llizabeth- 
town; but that mention is exceedingly indefinite. It ap- 
pears In this manner in the preamble of an act: 

Having taken into serious consideration the great Change, that hath been oc- 
casioned by a Necessity of keeping Courts within the Province as also the Ne- 


cessity that Courts of Justice be maintained and upheld amongst us, which said 


Courts may go under the denominations of County Courts. 


Therefore it was enacted: 


That there be two of the aforesaid Courts kept inthe year, in each respective 
County, viz.: Bergen and the adjacent plantations about them, to be a County 
and to have two Courts ina Year, whose Sessions shall be the first ‘Tuesday in 
September; Elizabethtown and Newark to make a County and have two Courts 
in a Year, whose Sessions shall be the first ‘Tuesday in March and third Tuesday 


in September ; Woodbridge and Piscataqua to bea County and to have two 


Courts, the first of them the third Tuesday in March and the second ‘Tuesday in 
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September, ‘The two towns of Nevysink to make a County, the Sessions to be 


the last ‘Tuesday in Mareh and first Tuesday in September, 
A | ) ] 


There was no legislation prior to this time relative to 
the creation of counties. It is not probable that the Legis- 
lature by this act intended to set apart any particular sec- 
lion of the colony for the purposes of a county. It would 
have been exceedingly difficult at that time, in the then un- 
settled state of the country, with so much uninhabited land, 
with no knowledge of what might be taken for boundary 
lines, to have defined with any exacthess any region of 
country for the creation of a county. Bul at a session of 
the Legislature of Kast Jersey beld in March, 1682, at Iliza- 
bethtown, four counties were created, their boundaries 
very imperfectly described, and 
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Bergen, Hssex, Middlesex, and 
Mommouth. Middlesex County 
was thus described in that act: 
Middlesex County to begin from the part- 
inv line between Essex County and Wood- 
bridge line, containing Woodbridge and Pis- 
eataway and all the Plantations on both sides: 
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the Raritan River as far as Chesequake Har- 
bor Eastward, extending South West to the utmost bounds of the Province. 
This description is most indefinite, but a elance at it re- 
veals the fact that, indefinite as it is, it contains much more 
territory than is now found in the modern county. Lt is 
quoted here because Somerset County, when erected, was 
taken from Middlesex. “ Chesequake” Harbor is now known 
as Cheesequake, a small stream tlowing from near Jaekson- 
Ville, in Middlesex County, into Raritan Bay, a few miles 
south of Amboy. 
On the Iith day of May, 1688, the Legislature for Hast 
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Jersey metat Perth Amboy. The third act passed at that ses- 
sion was one which erected Somerset County, and wees thus 
entitled: “ An act for dividing the County of Middlesex 
into two Counties.” The preamble which recited the reasons 
for passing the statute is too curious to be omitted: 

Forasmuch as the uppermost Part of Raritan River is settled by persons whom 
(sic) in their Husbandry and manuring their land, forced upon quite different 
ways and methods from other Farmers and Inhabitants of the County of Middle- 
sex because of the frequent Floods that carry away their Fences on their 
Meadows the only arable land they have and so by consequence their interest is — 
divided from the other Inhabitants of said County. 

It was therefore enacted that the 

Said uppermost Part of the Raritan beginning at the mouth of the Bound 
Brook, where it empties itself into the Raritan River and to run up the said 
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Brook, to the meeting of the said Bound Brook with the Green Brook and from 
the said ieceting, to run upon a North West line into the Tfills, and upon the 
South West side of the Ratitan to beginat a small Brook, where it emptics 
itself into the Raritan, about seventy chains below the Bound Brook aud from 
thenee to run upona South West line to the uttermost line of the Provinee, be 
divided from the said County of Middlesex and hereafter to be deemed, taken 
and be a County of this Province; and that the same County be called the County 


of Somerset. 

It would have been very difficult at the time this act was 
passed to have located the boundaries of the new county; 
it would be impossible to do so now. Very soon it became 
necessary to secure further laws to remedy the many evils 
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caused by such a crude method of legislation. There is no 
county in the State which has been the object of so mary 
statutes of the Legislature passed for the purpose of alter- 
ing, changing, defining, and settling its boundaries as 
Somerset. It was not until 1876 that the county’s bounda- 
ries were defined and it became finally established in its 
present territory with certain defined division lines’ be- 
tween it and the adjoining counties. 

ov twenty-five years after its creation Somerset had no 
independent courts; in fact it had no entirely Independent 
existence as a municipality. For courts it was dependent 
upon Middlesex, and it would seem also that it had no 
county offices of its own. Certainly up to 1710 it had no 
township. In 1693 an act was passed providing for the di- 
Vision of the several counties into townships, but by the 
same act it was enacted that “the County of Somerset, as 
it is already bounded by a former act of Assembly,” shall 
bea township. There are now nine townships in the coun- 
ty: Bridgewater, Bedminster, Bernard, Branchburg, Hills- 
borough, Franklin, Montgomery, Warren, and North Plain- 
field. Of these Bernard and Warren are directly connected 
With the Passaic, which forms the boundary line between 
them and Mendham and Passaic Townships in Morris. 

Somerset County has always been remarkable for its cul- 
tured and educated people. Early in its history, even be- 
fore the Revolution, many families of (his class were mum, 
bered among its inhabitants. The residence of Lord Stir- 
ling, his bounteous hospitality, and his charming and beau- 
tiful daughters attracted many visitors. Several pur- 
chases of land in different parts of the county had been made 
by wealthy individuals, and some of the nobility of Scot- 
land had been induced to become proprictors. Among these 
was Lord Neil Campbell, brother of the Duke of Argyle, 
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who bought an extensive tract of several liundred acres on 
the Raritan and settled there with ninety-five servants. ‘lwo 
sons Of Argyle, John and Charles Cainpbell, and ny cousin, 
Archibald Campbell, all of whom had participated in the 
attempt to seat the Pretender, Charles ldward, on the 


throne of Knegland, fled from their native land to escape 


death, and settled also on or near the Raritan. Hach was 
accompanied by a retinue of followers more or less in nuwin- 
ber. William Pinhorne, at one time governor of the colony, 
was also a purchaser, but he never resided in the county. 
The Duchess of Gordon was led, probably by- the presence 
of so many of her countrymen in Somerset, to invest mn the 
purchase of land in that county. Tler title of * duchess ” is 
still attached to this day, by the old inhabitants in its 
neighborhood, to the Jamd she bought. 

The Frelinghuysen family has been and is now prominent 
in social and religious circles. The Rey. Theodorus Jacobus 
Ivelinghuysen, the first of the name known in New Jersey, 
came to this country in 1720. Tle was a Dutch Reformed 
minister, educated at Amsterdam in Tolland, and preached 
(he gospel in Somerset, Middlesex, and TLunterdon Counties. 
llis wife was the daughter of an eminent and wealthy mer- 
chant in Tfolland, and was a marked character of pro- 
nounced piety and great intellectual ability. One of their 
erandsons, Mrederick Frelinghuysen, beeame a represent: 
alive in the Provincial and Continental Congresses and: a 
senator in the United States Senate from New Jersey. Ile 
Was a captain of artillery early in the War for Iudepend- 
ence and rose to the rank of general before its close. tle 
was present at the battles of Trenton, Prinecton, and Mon- 
mouth, and other great conflicts. Another grandson, ‘heo- 
dore relinghuysen, was eminent in church and State. Ile 
was licensed as a lawyer early in life, was appointed attor- 











al ay “amo Masreoniynnre wor 


0 Porar hye denik Auvtnvena ae uae uy vidoe nT 
owl! seh 18 ra ov ibey boner hin areol Holi pon ‘tnt Nias 
tiene x, boats Hodqnecd vobinil Frit 5 julok wera 1 
ily dab food cep vias Dank fusca be Sis. Nodyusne) 
esi a aveye Lica aod deci: oh lt {eon ot dq 
r we etait) to = if 
















OT Mra Phe ie Jieonesiasse a6 4 hike sae alk en r oNiw 
“ne JO dai Doshi ie wi ire bantoll arf ui 
nis old Me oO. Ati Ds ral! vast Mong fois wisi hoout 
| tune fe penn ascvneh Aioeeirebga iow ce dvivshord ato . 
fe he AevaHVEL 1100) lis tadi Meer Dd fans lasimiiversh ol) i 
SH. .gowiel, well mor olnaoh elie Hensistt} oily ai 109 
“hing abitl woh wel ont ab (hu rote, le Ainge | 
LS oRety uti tobe Ls ony Ww bet “oilt wo! eo Det 
“ete aus aio ryonin | ohio ho wood) J soul od) Te ve 
anh roan: ry valhtous. Pier ay dong, toute Teer 
ofl aii bars lyayity ii davai. aa Nhe 
“1018 Abt dua KN Kin fi Laan 9 al i 


62 lI PASSAIG VALLEY 


ney-general of the State, and was offered a seat on the Su- 
preme Court bench, which he declined. He became United 
States senator and was the candidate of the Whig party for 
Vice-President with Henry Clay as President. Later in life 
he accepted the chancellorship of the University of New 
York and subsequently was president of Rutgers College. 
Ile was also president of the American Bible Society, and 
held the same executive office in the Board of loreign 
Missions, the Tract Society, and the Temperance Union. 

Irvederick 'T. lrelinghuysen 
was the erandson of General 
Frederick Irelinghuysen ‘and 
the nephew of the senator, by 
Whom he was adopted when 
only three years old. Lhe also 
was licensed as a lawyer, and 
practiced his profession at 
Newark. He was appointed 
attorney-general of the State, 
became a member of the Peace 
Congress, as it was called, then 
United States senator, and 
finally Secretary of State under 





President Arthur, © Represent- 
Satives of this family are still to be found in Somerset and 
elsewhere. Three sons of the late Secretary of State are 
livine, (wo of whom are lawyers: Frederick, now president 
of the Toward Sayvines Institution at Newark, one of the 
largest and amost prosperous institutions of the character in 
the State; Georee, a successful lawyer practicing his) pro- 
fession in New York Cily; and Theodore, treasurer of the 
foates & Co.’s thread business in New York City. 

Other families also prominent in social life, in ecclesias- 
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tical and political cireles, are still represented in Somerset 
jounty,. Among them may be mentioned those bearing the 
names Of Dumont, Elmendorf, Vanderveer, Veghte, Stelle, 
Gaston, Bergen, Nevius, Vroom, Voorhees, Schenck, and 
Wyckoff. a! 

In 1876 two members of the Smith family, Abraham 
Smith and Peter Z Smith, resident in Bernard ‘Township, 
in connection with some other members of that largely seat- 
tered and very numerous family known by the name of 
Smith, formed an association called “The Smith amily 
and Irriends Reunion.” Since 
that time these * reunions ” have 
been regularly held on the Smith 
farin in Bernard Township, near 
Peapack. This association has 
proved to be one of the most 
popular of the kind in the coun- 
iny, Lirigwestiiated@ ethic ten 
thousand Smiths have attended 
at one of these meetings. 


Somerset County at one time 





incorporated within its bounds 
New Brunswick and Princeton 
and a large part of Middlesex County. Then the Stockton 
family were resident at Princeton, so that Richard Stock- 
ton, the signer, can be said to have belonged to Somerset. 
Several men distinguished in the colonial history of New 
Jersey were cither residents in Somerset ov largely inter- 
ested in its affairs. Among these was Peter Soumans, a 
Ilollander, who went to England under William and Mary, 
and came from there to this country, settling in New Jersey. 
Ile was for many years surveyor-general of the province, 
became a member of the Governors Council, and was one 
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of a committee to prepare an ordinance for a “ High” 
Court of Chancery. fle purchased land in Somerset Coun- 
ty, and, although a member of the Church of England, do- 
nated valuable tracts to aid in erecting both a Presbyte- 
rian and a Reformed Duteh Church. 

Garven Lawrie was also prominent im Colonial, history. 
Ile was a merchant in London before he became interested 
in the new world. He was appointed one of the trustees of 
Kdward Byllinge, an original proprietor of West Jersey. 


AMSTERDAM, ITOLLAND, 





William Penn and Nicholas Lucas were associated with 
him in Chis trust. Pe suececded Thomas Rudyard as goy- 
ernor of New Jersey. fle brought with him a new code of 
laws called the “ Fundamental Constitution.” = Phis code 
Was considered at the time as superior to the far famed 
“Concessions ? of Berkeley and Carteret, but they do not 
seem to have been put Into operation. Tt is quite doubtful 
whether Lawrie was its author, as he was not supposed to 


have possessed the ability to lave prepared so excellent a 
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system,  TTe was one of the Council of Lord Neil Campbell, 

who succeeded him as governor, Like his successor, he 
owned land in Somerset. 

The Van Nest family at one time exercised considerable 

influence in the county. It had been exceedingly useful in 

public affairs in Holland, especially during the time of Will- 

iam the Silent. One of the mame became attached to the 

Court of Philip Il as his private 

secretary While the great stadt- 

WU, holder was carrying on his 

terrible strugele for freedom 

and religious toleration with 

the Spanish tyrant. THe then became acquainted with all 

the plans and purposes of the monarch, Philip was a most 

voluminous writer, scratching in his miserable chirography, 

on the mareins of every state paper or other document com- 

ing into his hands, notes and annotations, generally of the 
most frivolous character. 

Van Nest copied at night every thing which came under, 
his notice during the daytime, and transmitted his work to 
William, who in this manner was enabled to thwart many 
of the plans of his antagonist. 

Strange to say, after many years of 

this wonderful activity on his part s 

Van Nest eseaped from Spain and 

returned to Tlothand. Another of 

(he family was in command as viee-admiral with Admiral 
de Ruyter in one of those terrific sea engagements between 
the fnelsh and Dutch which added so much renown to the 
sea “ begears ” of LLolland. 

The first Van Nest in America came here in 1647, and 
settled in New Amsterdam, as New York was then called. 
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Ilis name was Peter, and he was the ancestor of all of his 
patronymic in this country. About thirty years afterward 
an immigrant of the same name, probably lis son, came to 
Somerset and settled on the Raritan River. 

The presence of so many names in the records of the coun- 
ty denote that its population has been derived from iiany 
sources; Dutch, Scotch, and Enelish patronymies are most 
humerous, but other names are found, evincinge that there is 
a strain of other blood from other sources. 

The Rey. Mr. McCrea, the father of the unfortunate 
Jane McCrea, was at one time 
pastor ofa church at Lamineton., 
The house in which he resided 
was Still standing a few years 
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Revolutionary memories. It gave 





many distinguished men lo the 
Councils and to the army of the 
country in that time when men 
ae ek were needed. Besides General 
Mrelinghuysen and Lord Stirling, 
already noticed, Hendrick Fisher, John Mehehn, John Bay- 
ard, Peter D. Vroom, and others were amone the officers 
from Somerset who were honorably mentioned from time 
io time during the war. 

A very large majority of the people of Somerset County 
were true to the cause of SMinerican Independence, and did 
not fail in showing their patriotism by their services in the 
field, by their sufferings from the presence of the patriot 
army, and from the inroads made by the enemy while they 
were near and at New Brunswick. In the winter of 1778 
and 1779 the Revolutionary Army was eneamped near 
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Somerville and Washington occupied the Wallace house 
at that place as his headquarters. This house is still stand- 
ing, in most excellent condition, having been bought by 
“Phe Revolutionary Memorial Society of New Jersey,” a 
patriotic association of Jadies and gentlemen formued in 
IS97 under the leadership of General Richard I. Stevens, 
who is still its president. The Wallace house is so called 
because it was built by William Wallace, a merchant, of 
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New York, who thherited the land upon which it was built 
from his father, John Walkace, who bought (he property in 
1775 from the Rev. Dr. Jacob RN. Hardenburgh. Peter Van 
Nest, already mentioned, had purchased, in 1693, a larger 
tract of which the land sold to John Wallace formed part. 
The house at the time of its erection was deemed to be the 
most elegant edifice in Somerset. It certainly was erected 
‘in the most substantial manner, as its present condition 
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fully proves. Tt isa two-story frame dwelling, with a wide 
hall passing through its center, with two vooms on each 
side. One of these, in the front, was occupied by Washine- 
ton asa parlor, and that in its rear for a bed chamber, the 
front room on the other side of the hall being used as a re- 
ception room. The house is built on a massive stone fouinda- 
tion, With thick oak-hewn timbers and large chimneys. The 
hall is entered through a wide double door, on which is the 
old fashioned brass knocker. Several small buildings near 
the mansion were once the slave quarters, but they have now 
disappeared, 

On the lawn in front of the dwelling stood a superb live 
oak tree, eight feet in diameter, the largest of its kind and, 
perhaps, the oldest in America. Beneath it, in its shade, 
whenever the weather permitted, “ Lady ” Washington was 
fond of sitting with her book and work. Tfrom: this house 
were issued all the general orders of the Commander-in- 
Chief in the winter of 1778-79 and spring of L779 and dated 
“TTead Quarters, Middlebrook.” Tere, too, Washington 
planned one or two important campaigns. 

Rooms in the building have been surreudered to several 
local loyal societies which have ornamented them) with: 
patriotic designs and many mementoes of Revolution. 
ary times. The grounds have been put in excellent order, 
and with the beautiful trees found there, and the many 
memories clustering around (he louse, invite all lovers of 
their country to become pilgrims to this reminder of the 
virtues and services of the great leader in the struggle for 
American independence. 
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CHAPTER V 
MENDHAM AND OTIIER TOWNS 


Ie ME NDITAM, near which locality the Passaic River 






RB rises, is a beautiful, thriving village situated in 
the southern part of Morris County, immediately 
adjoining Somerset. Tt is placed on a command- 
ing position, some six hundred feet above mean tide. The 
township, also called Mendhai, is one of the smallest in the 
county, containing 14,764 acres. Its land is mostly hilly, 


some of it being almost mountainous. A small extent of 


-its surface near the source of the Passaic is marshy, but al? 


the rest of it is free from swamp. Many streams drain the 
Whole county, and springs of pure, fresh water are found in 
almost any direction. ‘The brooks which flow over the west- 
ern part of the township add their waters to the Raritan; 
those from the eastern side empty into the Passaic. The 
soil, as a general rule, is fertile, and almost any product of 
the temperate zone can be raised ate any point within its 
borders. Tt was established as a lownship in 1749, being 
among the earliest to be formed. Phe north branch of the 
Raritan rises only a short distance from the source of the 
Passaic, but the two rivers diverge immediately after leav- 
ing their natal springs. 

When and by whom Mendham was first settled cannot be 
definitely ascertained. Tt is quite difficult for those who live 
at the present time, enjoying the comforts and often the 
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luxuries of modern life, to understand or apprectate the in- 
ducements which led the first white man te select an un- 
broken wilderness as a dwelling place for himself and his 
family, Even the impulse which drove those who sought 
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refuge from religious persecution is not always nor ever, 
perhaps, properly estimated. This impulse did not send the 
first settlers to Mendham, and it is a matter really of con- 
jecture as to what was the tmpelling force which sent the 
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first Imanigrants thither, Phat part of the country where 
Mendham is situated is remarkably well watered. Numer- 
ous streams run over it into both the Passaic and Raritan. 
The trapper and hunter may have found peltry and game 
in abundance in the forests and waters of this region when 
there were no settlements to disturb the solitude or to 
friehten away the objects of their pursuit. Phe alert and 
quick-eyed Anglo-Saxon, ever since he has been kuown to 
history, has been fond of adveiture, eager to explore other 
lands than his own, sometimes not over honest nor careful 
to regard the rights of others in the possession of country 
and home, and never has he more manifested his restless 
energy than in his migrations in this western continent. 
Perhaps the fertile soil, the pure air, the healthful climate 
nay have induced immigration to the beautiful mountain 
land. The trapper and the hunter never kept written ree- 
ords of their genealogy, of their race, or lineage, nor noted 
upon the written page the births of their children, (he mar? 
riages of their maidens, the death of their ancestors. They 
did not trouble themselves about vital statistics; the 
stern realities of their rude life, of their present wants, 
shnple though they might be, were the objects of their con- 
sideration. The warlike Anglo-Saxon carved his record with 
his sword, so the brave men who went out into the wilder 
ness and helped found an empire of freemen have given no 
Information of who they were, what was the place of their 
nativity, or what was their race or lineage. 

The earliest date which can be established by any record 
is about 1738,-and the first settler known by name was 
James Wills, who bought land at Ralstonville from the Pro- 
prietors. Tle was succeeded) by some Scotch and Trish 
Protestants, who erected a log church near Indian Brook, 
which flows into the Raritan, west of the village. In 1740 
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the population had lareely inereased, among whom were 
found families named Cook, Beach, Baldwin, Thompson, 
Condict, Cooper, Wick, Loree, Cary, Smith, Dod, Clark, and 
Howell. , : 

James Pithey’s name appears there in 1740. Ife was a 
son of the James Pitney who is spoken of as being in pos- 
session of some land in Somerset County on the east side 
of the north branch of 
Dead River. Ife became 
vi larve’ landowner in 
and near Mendham. A 
farm once owned by hin, 
between Mendham and 
srookside, is still im the 


family, being now . the 
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propery or tne Lon: 
Penis Pat ney, ore of 
the vice-chancellors of 
New Jersey and now re- 
siding oat Morristown. 
James Pitney’s brother, 
Jonathan, also settled 
at Mendham. Ivom these 





1) eager ad \ Sree 7, two brothers are de- 


AT scended the laree and re- 
spectable Pithey families 
in Morris. The vice-chancellor las three sons, lawyers, 
one of whom has recently been appointed an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of New Jersey; another is a 
civil engineer. 

The names of Axtell and Losee appear among the early 
settlers or soon after they came. Tf the names of the first 
recorded inhabitants are any indication of the locality from 
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whence they came, those who are familiar with the nmomen- 
clature of the families in issex County would conclude that 
they undoubtedly migrated from that county. They were, 
however, all of English origin. At the present time the 
hames prominent in Mendham are Losee, Phoenix, Gara- 
brant, Quimby, Sutton, Bockoven, Oliver, Drake, Mcnagh, 
Thompson, Stiger, Nesbitt, and Cooper. The names of Ax- 
tell, MeTlvaith, Dod, Sanders, Pitney, Stevens, Riges, and 
Marsh, once prominent here, have now few, if any, repre- 
sentatives. The Axtell family were once quite numerous, 
but. they have disappeared from this locality. A member 
of it, the Hon. Charles I. Axtell, a lawyer and formerly a 
member of the State Legislature from Morris County, re- 
sides at Morristown, and others are found scattered over 
the country. 

Stephen Dod, a remarkable mechanic and mathematician, 
wis the ancestor of several distinguished clergymen, one 
of whom was a professor in Princeton College. Tle himself 
was a descendant of Daniel Dod, one of the first immigrants. 
from Connecticut to Newark. ' 

After leaving Mendham, and before reaching Union Coun- 
ty, several small villages in Morris County are included 
within the range of the Passaic Valley: Brookside, once 
called Water Street, and Washington Corners in Mendham 
Township; Logansville, Green Village, White Bridge, Pleas- 


wnt Plains, Pleasantville, Gacen Village, Long Till, Meyers- 


ville, Stirling, and Gillette in Passaic Township. Stirling 


and Gillette are new localities; the others are of some an- 
tiquity. The Passaic and Delaware Railroad passes 
through or very near Gillette and Stirling. This fact and 
the beauty of the surrounding country have induced specu- 
lators to purchase many tracts of Jand on the line of this 
railroad in- the hope of securing innnigration of summer 
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residents and permanent settlers. At Stirling the hind has 
been napped and laid: out into city building lots. Silk 
mills have been established and a population of about 900 
have been gathered here, iA large preportion of these are 
foreigners of different nationalities: many [talians, some 
Armenians, and a few Swedes. The other localities are 
sinall villages, hamlets, insignificant centers of agricul- 
| tural interests, with no manufactures. 
With some very few exceptions there 
are no representitives of old) families 
In this region, A very distinguished 
Morris County family was found at New 
Vernon before and during the Revolu- 
lion, one of Whom, perhaps more, served 
in the patriot army. This family was of 
the Lindsley race, descended from lran- 
cis Linle, one of the first settlers of New- 
ark in 1666, and whose descendaits are 
scattered in different parts of the coun- 
try. Kleazar Lindsley, one of this. fain- 
ily, became a colonel in the Revolution- 
ary Army. Ile is represented to-day by 
nanny descendants in Morris County and 





elsewhere, (Philip Lindstey is another 
A CONTINENTAL of the same blood, who made himself 
SOLDIER. é F 

distinguished, carly in the nineteenth 

century, as a theologian and college and seminary professor. 
Ile was born at New Vernon in 1780, was graduated from 
Princeton in 1804, was licensed to preach in S10, became 
a tutor and professor in his alma mater, was its vice-presi- 
dent, refused the position of president, and finally ac- 
cepted the chancellorship of the University of Nashville, 
Tenn., after three times refusing the proffered honor, His 
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son, John Berrien Lindsley, has secured distinction as a 
pliysician, and became the successor of his father as chan- 
cellor. Tle held the position from 1855 to 170, with great 
credit for his admirable performance of its duties. Tle and 
his father were both voluminous authors, he writing upon 
medical and germane subjects and his father on theological 
themes. A grandson of Philip Lindsley bearing the Same 
name is now a distinguished lawyer at Dallas, Tex. Oscar 
Lindsley, who recently died at Pleasantville, was a imem- 
ber of the same family, as is also J. frank Lindsley, editor 
and proprietor of the Morris Cowily Chronicle, ancable and 
successful newspaper published at Morristown, 

Ciillette is a small hamlet where are several sumimet resi- 
dences. Phe name of Long Hill can hardly be given to any 
certain locality, although there is a postofiice called by that 
name, near Meyersville, affording postal facilities for the 
region adjacent. Butowhat is known as Lone Till is an ele- 
vation, in some points nearly 500 feet above the tide, ex- 
tending from Chatham for ten miles and ending in Somer. 
set County. Although no village nor hamlet exists which 
ean be called Lone Till, vet there has been quite -a numer 
ous populition, mostly agricultural in its character, living 
for the last century and inore on farms in and about this 
elevation, Among this population were several families of 
historical fame. A reference to only one or two of these 
can be made. Rey. James Caldwell, the well known chap- 
lain and quartermaster ino the Revolutionary Ariny, be- 
longed to one of these. Ile took a very prominent part in the 
Revolution and was a participant in many battles, not only 
cas chaplain, but as an actual combatant. Tis COUTaALE Pave 
him the name of the “ Fighting Parson.” At Sprinetield 
he showed the greatest Intrepidity, mingling in the thickest 


of the contest, and encouraging the soldiers by voice and 
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example, Ata critical moment when the cartridges were 
exhausted he rushed into the church, near at hand, gathered 
up the hymn books, and gave them to the men with the ex- 
clamation “ Give them Watts, boys!” Many amusing ance- 
dotes are related of him and of his ready answers. It was 





MONUMENT ERECTED BY THE SONS OF, THE AMERICAN KEVOLUTION AND 
DEDICATED ‘TO ‘TH MEMORY OF THE PATRIOTS WILO 
PELL AP SPRINGEIELD, JUNE 23, 1750. 


at the time of the battle of Springtield that his wife, while 
standing in a house at Connecticut Parms, with a babe in 
her arms watching the British Army as it passed by, was 
shot and killed by a soldier in the invading ranks. Ie 
himself was murdered, in L7Sl, by a drunken soldier near 
Klizabethtown, Ue was greatly respected by the officers in 
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the patriot army and beloved by the men. Tlis mirderer 
Was promptly tried and as promptly executed.  ILis virtues 
and patriotism have been the theme of many poets and ora- 
lors since his time, and his name will ever be spoken with 
reverence by all Jerseyinen.  tlis own immediate descend- 
ants were numerous, nine sons and daughters having been 
born to him before his brutal murder. These children were 
all provided for immediately after his death. Afterward 
they became leaders in society in one direction or another. 
The daughters were well married, one son was carried to 
rance by Lafayette, two became employes in governmental 
departments, and one was a judge of the county courts in 
Ciloucester County. A Tineal descendant, a ereat-grandson, 
Noel Robertson Park, is now a member of the New Jersey 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, claiming 
eligibility for membership by his descent from this distin- 
guished ancestor. In the graveyard of the Iirst Presby- 
lerian Church at Klizabeth is a monument with this in- 
scription : 

This monument is erected to the memory of the Rev. James Caldwell, the 
pious and fervent Christian, the zealous and faithful minister, the cloquent 
preacher, and a prominent leader amongst the worthies who secured the imdepend- 
ence of his country. His name will be cherished in the Church and in the State 


as long as virtue is esteemed and patriotism is honored. 


The Ludlow family was once prominent in this section 
of Morris County, Cornelius and Benjamin were couspicu- 
ous during the Revolutionary times, and foremost in the 
polities of their day. Benjamin became a majorgencral 
in the patriot army. One of their descendants, George IL. 
Ludlow, was at one time clerk of the County of Morris, and 
then became its sheriff. Another, George C. Ludlow, was 
vovernor of the State for one term and afterward au asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court. 
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Other families of note were settled alone Lone Hill, 
bearing the names of Runyon, Carle, Litthe (Littell), Con- 
net, Moore, Badgley, Baker, Elmer, and others. Very few 
of these are to-day represented by actual residents. 

Meyersville was originally settled by Gemnans, who es- 
tablished here a Lutheran Church. These sturdy men have 
become entirely Americanized, although retaining many 
customs of their forefathers and clinging to their beloved 
church. The Campfield) family origin- 
ated, so far as Morris County is con- 
cemmed> al New Vernon, once called 
South Hanover. The first of the name 
Was Abraham, who settled here in the 
eighteenth century. Tle was an active, 
intelligent citizen, conducting an iron 
manufactery in connection with a coun- 
try store, sending pack-horses to the 
nines near Dover, and thus bringing the 
needed material to his blacksmith shop. 
His descendants removed to Morristown 
and added theiv influence to the progress 
and prosperity of that locality. 





The people of Passaic Township carly 
A GRENADIER provided religious applances for their 
ane t owh benefit and for their families and 
neighbors. Besides those at Millington, Stirling, and 
Meyersville, Methodist Churches have been established at 
Pleasant Plains and Green Village and a Presbyterian at 
New Vernon. 

Passai¢ Township has some Revolutionary reminiscences. 
In 1780-81 the patriot army was encamped in Morris Coun- 
ty, a large part of it being located in the northern and north- 
western parts of the township, where the soldiers built huts 
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TEARING DOWN THE KING’S STATUE IN NEW YORK. 





‘* 
7 
{ 
i= 
it 
- 
’ 
uf i" 
if r ; 
1 
bY 
ie ae 
eh i ae 
4" ea AA 
Be H fe i Ks 
Vai be ait oe 





82 M1 PASSAIG VALLEY 


for their accommodation. An abundance of chestnut trees 
grew in the locality and these were used. for the erection of 
these huts, which were made as comfortable as possible. 

The winter, however, was one of the severest ever known in 
the county and the men suffered severely. Tu addition to 
the cold there was a lack of clothing and food, and the pa- 
triotism of the sufferers was severely tried. They were 
true, however, to themselves and to their country, and did 
not murmur. 

The Wick house, celebrated in Revolutionary history, is 
situated in this township. It is still standing, in vood 
preservation, on the road from Mendham to what was 
known a few years ago as Hoyts Corners. Its architecture 
is of a style well known at the time of its erection—long, 
low, one story anda half in height, with a narrow hall pass- 
ing through the center of the dwelling and two rooms on 
each side. It was in one of these rooms that Tempe Wick 
secreted her pet horse to save it from being taken fgr the | 
use of the army. 
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THE GREAT SWAMP—PASSAIC LAKE 
N TILE southeastern part of Passaic Township is a 


large extent of country called the Great Swamp, 


comprising inany thousands of acres. 9 ft borders 





directly upon the river and extends quite a distance 
into the country. A very large part of it is as level as a 
parlor floor and not a stone of any considerable size can be 
found anywhere on its surface. Undoubtedly an extensive 
swamp once existed at this spot, having all the characteris- 
tics OF amarsh. But the ground has now become hardened, 
houses are built upon it, roads run across it, every acre of it 
can be cultivated, and all the products of the temperate 
zone can be grown in its fruitful soil. This Great Swamp 
Was probably at one time part of the bed of the immense 
lake to which some reference has already been made. This 
imaginary body of water has received from New Jersey 


’ 


ecologists the name of the “ Passaic Lake.” Several theories 
have been advanced by scientific men as to its origin, nature, 
and final obliteration, Whether such a body of water did 
ever actually exist has not been definitely settled. Pro- 
fessor George TL. Cook, for many years State geologist of 
New Jersey, first noticed, in PSsod, the apparent former ex- 
istence of a large body of fresh water, dle fixed its date 
during the litter ice age, when, as was supposed, the whole 
or nearly the whole of the State was covered with ice. He 
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did not seem willing to place himself on record as certain- 
ly assuming that a dake was once located where he be- 
lieved that it might have existed. Since his time there has 
been much speculation about “ Lake Passaic,” as it was 
named by him, and several State geologists have referred to 
it in their annual reports. But no one has been bold enough 
to assert definitely that the lake was ever an established 
fact. A careful examination, however, of the evidences 
which have been given from time to time by geologists will 
demonstrate almost to a certainty that such a lake, or sub- 
stantially one like it, did once actually exist. Its possible 
boundaries, its wave-beaten banks, other shore features, and 
some present visible and recognized facets have been col- 
lected which have induced geologists to pronounce favor- 
ably for Professor Cook's theory. The evidences given by 
him of that theory can be best explained in his own words. 
After stating the probable extent of this glacial lake he 


Says : 


The upper portion of the terminal moraine from Morris Plains to Summit has 
been modified by the action of water and has assumed the form of a long and 
broad level-topped bank, dividing the valley on a northwest and southeast line. 
The upper level, corresponding to that of the moraine in the Morris Plains, and 
the level from Morristown to Madison, havea mean elevation above tide of three 
hundred and eighty-five feet. It is recognized in the flat-topped hills northeast 
of Boonton and south of Montville, in the beautiful terrace cut by the Boonton 
branch railroad, north of Montville, and on the eastern side of the highlands at 
the west border of Pompton Plains. It has been traced around the mountain to 
Bloomingdale; the sand hills near the rubber works are near the same height, 
and they are, probably, part of the same formation. The high terrace near the 
Pond Reformed Chureh and Oakland, in Bergen County, is also nearly as high 
and may belong to it. “On the Second Mountain, two miles southeast of Pompton 
Furnace, and at Upper Preakness it has a mean elevation of 340 to 360 feet. 
There are indistinctly defined levels at the same elevation at Cedar Grove, at 
Caldwell, and at Centreville, in Essex County. These latter are also on the 
western slope of the Second Mountain, Terraces have been observed at the 
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86 WHE PASSAIC VALLEY 
sume height on the Took Mountain from ten to fifty) feet below the erest dine. 
No attempt has been made to trace out fully Chis high terrace. 

Professor Cook then refers to some other terraces of less 
height and continues: 


In explanation of their origin we may consider these lower levels or terraces 


as marking the successive heights at which the water stood in this great valley 
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after the retreat of the glacier had begun, during the Champlain epoch, and con- 


tinned through the ‘Terrace epoch, ‘The meltings of the ive in’ the valley and 
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on the Aighlands north and west produced an enormous volume of water which 


filled the great basin, forming a lake thirty miles long and eight miles wide. 
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The top of the terminal moraine was levelled off, anda part of its material was 
earricd southward and silted on the bottom of the lake where are now the 
Great Swamp and the Dead River flats. The gaps through the trap-rock range 
at Paterson and Little Falls were filled with drift by the glacier, ‘The excava- 
tion of these drift-filled gaps began as it disappeared, and the outlet again fol- 
lowed the line of the old channel into the red sandstone country on the east. 
The upper terrace is most plainly marked on the surrounding hill and mountain 
sides. It was on the broad, pebbly shore of a lake, into which poured torrents 
of water from the neighboring hills, carrying cobble stones and bowlders into. it 
and depositing them so confusedly together as in places to resemble a glacial 
deposit. The accumulations of drift at Bernardsville and Basking Ridge may 
have come in that way. ‘The lower level-topped hills mark the more quiet 
waters as they subsided and shrunk into narrower limits. Pompton Plains and 
the flats along the Passaic and Whippany Rivers mark their further contraction 
into irregular-shaped ponds within the bounds of the old lake basin, ‘Lhe erosion 


through the drift at Little Falls was probably the gradual wear of the ‘Terrace 





INDIAN TOTEMIC SIGNATURES, 


epoch until the hard trap-rock reef was reached, At that level the drainage 
stopped. ‘The stone work of excavation through this barrier and the recession of 
the falls have been in) progress sinee that time, and a gorge three hundred feet 
wide at the east, narrowing westward to the falls, and between thirty and 
forty feet deep, has been cut back about six hundred feet in the rock, 


According to Professor Cook’s theory “ Passaic Lake ” 
included within its bounds a large part of Somerset County 
and extended northward to the boundary line of New York, 
involving portions of Kssex, Union, Morris, and Passaic 
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Counties and some of Bergen. Tn 1892 the subject was 
again taken up by Mar. Rollin D. Salisbury, assistant eeolo- 
vist, in the State geologist’s annual report. Tt was, how- 
ever, more fully examined and explained by Ma. Wenry B. 
Kuemmel (Ix<timel) in the report of 1898. TLlis statements of 
the various evidences of the former existence of this glacial 
lake are exhaustive and very convincing. Ih connection 
with the last named report a imap was published which rep- 
resented the area supposed to be covered by this body of 
water. This map exhibits the various shore lines, with in- 
dentations, bays, deltas, and many islands which it is be- 
lieved were located within the bounds of the lake. 

The presence of the lowlands along Dead River, the Great 
Swamp in Passaic Pown- 
ship, the Black, Troy, and 

Lee Meadows, the Tlatfield 

Swamp, the Great Prece, 

and the low-lying grounds 


contiguous to these — lo- 





calities. and all of which 







re found ) within the 





wh 
ey \\ banks of the supposed 
Ti i (hpbe | lake, is certainly compat- 
ible with and are, perhaps, 
A PALISADED VILLAGE, indirect if not direct 
} proofs of the theory that 
such a body of water as the “ Passaic Lake” once existed. 
The theory that an immense body of water did once occupy 
this supposed area can not be successfully controverted, nor 
has it been satisfactorily proved. 
At some time in the history of this part of the world the 
immense body of ice began to melt and poured its rushing 
waters into the valley, but the flow of the great body of 
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water was closed upon every side and retained in the enor- 
mous basin until, spreading over the land, it formed the 
ereat lake. Iinally it burst some part of the barrier barring 
its progress, the waters spread over the country and were 
dispersed, or perhaps some great revulsion of nature broke 
down the obstacles surrounding the great deposit of water, 
and so they left their resting place and the dry land ap- 
peared and the river flowed peacefully on from: its source 
to its end. What effect, if any, this convulsion had upon 
the formation of the channel of the Passai¢ has not as yet 
been ascertained. 

The result of this most interesting subject is disappoint- 
ine: nothing definite is settled, no certaim facts ascertained. 
It can not be determined beyond doubt that the ‘ Passaic 
Lake” ever existed; if it ever did exist the time when it 
eathered its waters, when it burst its bounds and scattered 
its waves over the land, can not be told. The most that can 
be said is that the preponderance of evidence favors the 


conclusion that the “ Passaic Lake” once had a local habi- 


tation, and that if it did its bounds can be defined with some 


precision. 





AN ANCIENT TANKARD, 
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GHAPTER: VII 


PASSATC AND CITATHAM TOWNSHIPS 


SD ASSATC TOWNSITIDP was formed in 1866 from the 
¢ 


A southern part of Morris Township. Tt runs with 





a sharp point between Morris and Chatham, and is 
the most southeasterly township in Morris County. 
Its interests are mainly agricultural, at first entirely so, 
but of late years some manufactures, especially at Stirling 
and Millington, have been introduced. The country is 
mostly level and suitable for farming purposes. Long Will, 
however, presents clevated ridges, with beautiful scenery 
und extensive outlooks, inviting those seeking rest and 
freedom from the heat and discomforts of the city. Its 
population is made up mostly, outside of Stirling, of a per- 
manent class, attached to the soil, living simple lives, of 
vreat integrity, patriotic in their sentiments, God-fearing in 
(heir habits, and free front most of (he viees whieh too often 
disgrace modern life. The saloon does not flourish, but 
churches are sustained with much self-sacrifice, and the 
schoolhouse is considered by the people a necessity to be 
cheerfully supported, and by every sacrifice. 

The Great Swamp, now thoroughly utilized for agricul- 
tural purposes, covers nearly one-half of the surface of the 
township. The Delaware and Passaic Railroad crosses the 
south corner of the township, coming from Union County, 
north of Gillette, and entering Somerset County at Milling- 
ton. The township is named from the river, which nearly 
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encompasses tts southern and castern boundaries, Passaic is 
an Pndian name meaning ‘valley.’ 

Passing northward from Passaic, Chatham Township is 
next reached by the river, which forms its entire southern 
boundaries, dividing it from Union and Essex Counties. 
Chatham-is named for the Karl of Chatham, betfer known as 
William Pitt, the elder, whose eloquent voice was raised in 
Parliament in defence of 
the Colonies in their 
strugele with Eneland. 
li was created in 1806, 
formed from Morris and 
ITanover, and contains 
three boroughs, Chat- 
ham, Madison, and llor- 
ham Park. Its) prinei- 






Z 

My EF: Lb A ae A rane ANIA ‘ Y 

W 7. Z pal villages are Chat- 
Z a Ge ham, Stanley, Afton 
223 aes Sak 
Ex " (once called) Columbia), 
ZA Union Thll, and Green 
AR 

‘ Village. 


The surface of the 


aE 


land is quite diversified. 
A considerable portion 
WILLIAM PITT. oF the (Great “Swamp, 

more (han » 500 WETOS, 

extends into the western part of the township from Passaic. 
Reference has already been made to this peculiar physical 
phenomena, forming, as is supposed, a part of the bed of 


’ 


“ Passaic Lake.” Tt was once covered by a heavy growth of 
timber, which has been gradually cut off, and the ground 
thus uncovered has been utilized for farming purposes. A 


small stream called Black Brook aids in draining (hat por- 
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tion of the swamp which Hes in Chatham, The river just be- 
low Stanley runs fora short distance through a harrow pass- 
ave between cliffs of considerable height; this continues 
only for a few miles, but by a very tortuous course, as low 
grounds are soon found around the entrance of Black and 
Spring Garden Brooks into the Passaic. In the northeastern 
part of this township are some other low grounds called the 
Black Meadows, which pass over into Hanover, and just be- 
low is a smaller extent of what undoubtedly was once a 
swamp, now called the Beach Meadows, also passing into 
Ifanover. In the northern part the ground becomes ele- 
vated. Between Morristown and Madison there is a table- 
land, where no water is found, and where wells sunk over a 
hundred feet deep can not find that precious fluid. The 
larger part of this tableland is found in Madison Borough. 

The Morris and Hssex Railroad, built about 1837, at first 
extending only from Newark to Morristown, afterward car: 
ried to Kaston, in Pennsylvania, traverses Chatham: nearly 
directly through its center. This road has been leased nom- 
inally for a term of years, but really on a perpetuity, to the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad, which has 
controlled it lately for several years. Phe facilities afforded 
by the excellent management of this road have induced 
Inany business men of New York and Newark to seek for 
summer residences in Madison and other parts of Chatham. 
The applances afforded by this road for travel to and from 
the metropolis and other large centers and for local pur- 
poses are unequalled, | 

Stanley is asmall village situated on the west side of the 
river on some high eround near where the railroad bridge 
crosses the Passaic. Tt is of recent history, but at one time 
had a prospect of becoming Important through some fae- 
tories built near it on the stream. It owes its existence 
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Inainly to the energy of George Shepard Page, now dead, 
Who once lived on the high western bank of Che river near 
Stanley. Ile was a public spirited man and rejoiced in eood 
deeds, especially in Sunday school and church work. 
Through his exertions a small church, dedicated to the Con- 
eregational denomination, was built at Stanley, and a pas- 
tor employed. The untimely death of Mr. Page has retarded 
somewhat the growth of this locality, but there ave appli 
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AN KARLY STAGE COACH, 


ances existing which may eventually aid in establishing 
here a strong and vigorous coumunity. 

Chatham is comparatively an old settlement, one of the 
oldest in the county. Tt extends fora mile from Black Brook 
to the Passaic, compactly built on both sides of the main 
road to Morristown. The population originally was an aeri- 
cultural one, with no manufactures of any extent, and their 
dwellings were of rather primitive architecture, mostly of 
the Enelish cottage style, one and a half stories high; but 
recently the houses have changed in their mode of erection 
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and have clustered together, some of greatly improved style 
of architecture and indicating that those who dwelt) in 
(hem were the possessors of wealth and. taste. 

There ave three churches in this locality: a Presbyterian, 
au Methodist, and a Roman Catholic. A very large part of 
the population was derived from Puritan ancestry, cmigrat- 
ing from New Hneland to Newark and Klizabethtown, and 
coming from those two places into Morris County. ‘They 
were mostly Presbyterians, and almost immediately after 
their settlement here took measures to provide a place for 
religious worship. Their numbers and pecuniary means did 
not warrant the erection of an editice to be used only for 
that purpose. A building was crected for a school, and 
this was utilized for religious meetings. Prior to this the 
settlers attended divine services at Madison, ov Bottle Hill 
as it was then called, and at New Providence, now in Union 
County. A church edifice was erected in 1823, but it has 
been found necessary to enlarge it since that time, and it 
can now seat about 500 persous. This congregation! has 
had a very successful history and has been fortunate in the 
choice of its pastors, one of whom, the Rey. Joseph M. Og- 
den, D.D., ministered to it for forty-five years, About the 
time of the erection of this Presbyterian Church a few citi- 
zens Who professed the Methodist faith attempted to form 
a church of that denomination, They were materially aided 
in their efforts by the energy and liberality of the Rev. John 
Hlancock, and in 1832 were able to finish and dedicate a 
modest building, and to secure the services of a regular pas- 
lor. Since that date additions have been made to the edi- 
fice and a strong congregation ts now gathered within its 


, This congregation was materially aided, at century, and up to the time of his death con- 


the time of the erection of this edifice, and since, stantly worshipped in this church, during the 
by Mr. William C. Wallace, a wealthy and benev- summer, One of his daughters occupies her 
olent. gentleman of Newark, who built a country father’s former residence and another lives 


residence at Chatham early in the nineteenth near, 
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walls. But even this building, so enlarged, proving insufti- 
cient for their wants, has been torn down and a hew and 
more cCOmmMOdIOUS One erected in its stead. Later a brick 
edifice was built for the purpose of Roman Catholic worship, 
but used at first for a school, and afterward devoted cn- 
lirely to religious services, a smaller house having been 
provided for a parochial school. 


Particular care was given by the new settlers to the edu- 















































INDIAN MORTAR AND PESTLE. 


cation of their children. ‘Phe very first public building put 
up in the early settlement was one designed for school pur- 
poses, and now a large and commodious academy stands in 
the center of the town, giving evidence that the views of the 
citizens as fo the importance of securing an education for 
their children have not chaneed, 

The improvements in Chatham were so marked in their 
character and the number of its inhabitants so increased 
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that the community was obliged to seek legislative aid to 
assist them ina change of government in their municipality. 


'Phey sought this change by adopting a village form of au- 


thority. Some years later this mode was found inadequate 
to their wants and they selected, with the assistance of the 
Legislature, the form of a borough with the officers usual 
in that kind of municipality, such as mayor and common 
council. Mrederick LL. Luin was elected the first mayor and 
has been re-elected to that position from the beginning of 
their borough history until the present. The population of 
Chatham now numbers about fifteen hundred. 

The names of most of the prominent families among the 
‘arlier settlers in Chatham indicate that they are of Ineg- 
lish origin. Prominent among these names are the follow- 
ing: Lum, Minton, Day, Ward, Munn, Woodruff, lerris, Og- 
den, Pierson, Bond, Bruen, Muchmore, Sayre, Johnson, and 
some others who might be mentioned. The name CGenung, 
frequently found here, is French, held by an ancestor, a 
Mrench Huguenot, who ficd to this country to escape perse- 
cution; it is still prominent here and is also found at Morris- 
town, Newark, and elsewhere. The original name has been 
changed somewhat into its present form. 

The Lum family occupy a very prominent position: two 
of them are successful lawyers in Newark, one of whom is 
how the mayor of the borough; another has been a 
member for many years of the Board of lreeholders of the 
county and was at one time its director; another is a real 
estate broker in Newark. All of the name are of very great 
respectability. “The name is undoubtedly of Hnelish origin, 
Sir Charles Lum was a British officer, a major, during the 
Revolution, thle made a successful raid on Newark, but 
the American branch of the family were true to the cause 
of freedom. 
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~ Dr. Jephtha B. Munn, at the beginning of this century, 
was an eminent physician and an influential citizen of 
Chatham. Lis great interest in Masonic affairs made him 
well known all over the State, and hissname still lingers 
among the older members of the fraternity, who ever men- 
tion it with respectful memory. A member of the Budd 
family was in years gone by a well known physician. Both 
the Munn and Budd names are still represented here by ex- 
cellent and highly respected citizens. The Condit race, 
which is so ubiquitous, being found in every State in the 
Union, also had one of its name here early in the nimeteenth 
century. William Spencer and Parkhurst & Muir con- 
ducted large manufacturing establishments during the see- 
ond quarter of the last century with machinery driven by 
water power from the river. Josiah If. Muir, of the Jase 
named firm, is still living in Morristown at a very advanced 
age, hale and hearty and in the full possession of lis facul- 
ties. . 
Many new names haye been interjected into the popula- 
tion during the last few years and thelr possession have 
broken up somewhat the rather slow manner of the old citi- 
zens. They have introduced new ideas, stimulated action 
on the line of improvements, new streets have been laid out, 
the character of the roads has been greatly improved, the 
architecture of dwellings has been changed, clewance and 
comfort have been added, proving (hat taste and wealth 
have prompted the new departure, A water power for fur- 
nishine the inhabitants with pure water is now owned by 
the municipality, and at the very moment of this writing 
(June, 1901) the people are voting for or against the intro- 
duction of electricity for lighting the streets. Among the 
newcomers whose good judgment and wisdom have thus 
stimulated the community may be mentioned James M. Gif- 
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ford, Edward L. Phillips, Thomas W. Dawson, Charles 1. 
Kelley, and others. Two descendants of Robert Treat, the 
leader among the immigrants from New Iaven and other 
towns to Newark, in 1666, and afterward governor of Con- 
necticut, Prederickand J. Mortimer Treat, are now residents 
of Chatham. A beautiful and most commanding spot south 
of Stanley, from which is obtained an uncommon prospect 
in all direetions unequalled: in all the characteristics of 
charming scenery, has been selected by William A. Martin, 
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another newcomer, and utilized for dwelling purposes. Mr. 
Martin has erected here an clegant residence with all the 
appliances for comfort and ease. 

Chatham has not escaped the fever of real estate specula- 
(ion. Some tracts of its land have been plotted into city 
building lots and offered for sale. Itrank L. Kelley & Co. 
conducted for many years a brick manufacturing establish- 
ment nearly opposite the railroad depot. Like many other 
communities the people are opposed to the sale of intoxi- 
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cants and strive to banish the saloon from their borders. 
Religion and education are respected and receive the cheer: 
ful and active support of the inhabitants. 
Afton, the name recently given to a locality known for 
many years as Columbia, is an important village situated on 
the river in the easterly corner of Chatham and adjoining 
ILanover Township. The dwellings, built mostly along the 
Inain road running from Madison, are occupied in many 
cases by a farming population. This locality, however, has_ 
felt the influence of the impulse which sends the residents 
of the cities out from their heated streets into the rural dis- 
tricts to find pure air and recreation, Tt is a quiet, peace- 
ful neighborhood, where ave lived contented lives, and where 
the saloon is not permitted to open its doors and invite the 
unwary to scenes of vice and dissipation. The people are 
moral, industrious, churchgoing, God fearing, and law abid- 
ing. It is very seldom that an inhabitant of Afton is 
charged with crime in the county courts, and differentes, 
if any, which occur among its citizens are generally settled 
Without recourse to a court and jury. There is no part of 
the county where the people are more permanent im their 
residences; there are few changes in the population, excepl 
as the young men seek employment elsewhere and the 
maidens accept other homes. There is, however, quite an 
influx of new families impelled hither by the quiet peace of 
the neighborhood and the healthfulness of the climiacte. 
The first immigrants to this part of the country are well 
represented to-day. Among the names prominent in the 
early history of Afton are Meeker, Ward, Sayre, Hopping, 
ly, Richards, Woodrull, and others. John Tancock was 
a notable character in this section during the early part of 
the nineteenth century. Tle was a surveyor of large expe- 
rience, a Methodist clergyman, greatly attached to his re- 
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ligious denomination, of great prominence in all public af- 
fairs, well known all through the county, and highty re- 
spected. Tle was prominent among the founders of the 
Methodist Church at Chatham and aided largely by his in- 
fluence and means in the erection of the church edifice. Tis 
family is represented to-day, in Afton, by William I’. Pan- 
cock, as are also the Lanning and Young families by George 
M. Lanning and Stephen Lyman Young, both of whom are 
influential citizens. 

Descendants of the Genune family are also resident in 
Afton, A representative of the Meekers, Carnot B. Meeker, 
is one of the first men in this vicinity. TLe has been a mem- 
ber of the Legislature from Morris County, has been a county 
official in several offices, and has withheld his name as a can- 
didate for other functions. We and his brother, William 
J., live together on a farm near the river. 

Afton is now included within the bounds of Florham 
Park, a new borough erected by special act of the Legisha- 
ture in TS99, Phe title Florham is made up of the first two 
syllables of Florence and Tlam-ilton, the names of Ma. and 
Mrs. Twombley, whose elegant suminer residence and 
erounds attached thereto are within the bounds of the new 
borough, Florham Park covers the eastern part of 
Chatham Township, ling between the railroad and Madi- 


son and Chatham Boreughs on the west, the Passaic on the 


south, Thanover Township oon the cast, and) Morris own- 
ship oon the north, Phe land in-the northern part, near 
Morristown, is high and commanding, but there are some 
low grounds in the eastern portion, such as the Black and 
Beach Meadows. Afton proper is also low and level, par- 
ticularly that part of it lying along the river, but there are 
no swamps found in that locality. The residence of Mr. 
Twombley is placed on an elevation from which a most ex- 













nal ae tp ao vant nl hae pune pe a ‘ult, path 
inet ayyitibs il: raisihy oul) to woul: HE oat ro ey out, fas ”) 
enh LT, vas sili Vio ged: ens nh etieheot Ieitoanctsepor ai 
1 pees ca weil beat at yhne ‘f bneens withered. CLD. al OTE Ey, at “0 
ce aot Wt Ww eto’ meio t Hana, / sono hours qathmatat lt 
| 3 he vanon Dip » A uh 








ished ie mit aud ate ae se vena 
antl We dadtord, ‘ane sii th | 














ba! hae geet th ee ‘ida ere wept pains 


pe Ah mee ne ee SiN ire om il t AL ms 4 


102 MS PASSAIC. VALLEY 


tensive prospect is gained, looking off foward Boonton and 
up the valley toward Caldwell. The estate lying around 
the dwelling house is the most extensive connected with 
any summer residence In Northern New Jersey. The resi- 
dence itself is large and commodious and stands out in bold 
relief. The grounds immediately attached to the house 
are in a transition state, but the present improvements give 
indication that if apparent plans be carried out the result 
will be one of the best embellished and most tasteful parks 
and grounds in New Jer- 
sey. Alveadhy © within “the 
short time since the = im- 
provements began the sur- 
roundines have become so 
changed that imagination 
will utterly fail in attempt: 
ine to deseribe what may 
be the condition of thitres 
wihlenr ure shai) iva we ot tex- 
hausted itself and taste 
shall have had full seope 


to display its powers of em- 





bellishinent. 


AN INDIAN VESSEL. 


Florham Park has about 
six hundred inhabitants; at its last election one hundred 
and sixty-five voles were recorded. [tis governed by a mayor 
and board of six aldermen. Jesse S. Keyes is now and has 
been the mayor since its formation. The present (1901) al- 
dermen are Aaron P. Condit, James LL. White, Carnot B. 
Meeker, Lyman J. ish, George FE. keleh, and Clinton C. 
Ifopping, representatives of the old) settlers and of new 
comers. The mayor and aldermen have been unanimously 
elected without regard to party politics. 
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Leslie D. Ward, M.D., owns about a thousand acres with- 
in the bounds of florham Park, a large portion of which he 
has devoted to the purpose of a game preserve, having al- 
ready stocked it with birds and other game, and purposing 
in the near future still more largely to increase the quantity 
and quality of appliances for the use of sportsmen. An ele- 
gant dwelling has recently been erected by Dr. Ward near 
his preserve, and he is now constructing a road through his 
extensive grounds for access to his residence. IJfis enter- 
prise is novel in this part of the county, and is, at present, 
in a formative state, but with his well known energy it will 
undoubtedly prove successful. 

The Convent of Saint Ilizabeth and its extensive grounds 
are nearly all included in the Borough of Florham Park, 
but a portion of the buildings and several acres of Jand lie 
within the bounds of Morris ‘Township. This institution 
has gradually grown from small beginnings to its present 
Inagnificent proportions. Its history is one of those mag- 
vels which give evidence, from time to time, of the grand 
work that can be accomplished by the energy of one zealous, 
indefatigable soul, whose indomitable spirit of perse- 
verance conquers apparent impossibilities. The movement 
for the establishment of this enterprise began in 1859, when 
the Rt. Rev. James Roosevelt Bayley, then Bishop of the 
Diocese of Newark, secured from among the Sisters of Char- 
ity of New York City Mother Mary Navier and five co- 
workers as the nucleus of this part of the order, which now 
numbers hundreds. Mother M. Xavier was the first su- 
perior of the little band which began this great work, and 
she is still happily governing it and actively engaged in the 
furthering of its objects and plans. 

The building first occupied by the sisters was the old 
Chegary Mansion, then used by Seton Hall College, which 
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stands at the foot of the hill, on whose crown now rests the 
new buildings. This Chegary property was purchased 
from the diocese through the trustees of the college. The 
“mansion,” as Madame Chegary’s residence was called, was 
opened in 1859 as a boarding school for young ladies, and 
the forty and more years that have elapsed since that first 
foundation have witnessed a marvellous erowth in the 
buildings, in the number of the sisters admitted to the 
order, and in the number of scholars. Great wisdom and 
wonderful executive ability have been shown in the comple- 
tion of this pile of buildings, the most prominent educa- 
tional feature in the whole of the Passaic Valley. 

The fagade of the buildings is over six hundred and fifty 
feet, and the depth of portions of them over one hundred 
and seventy-six feet. A large and beautiful chapel ex- 
tends to the rear, while the structure to the cast is devoted 
exclusively to the use of the sisters; to the west are the acad- 
emy and collegiate portions, given up entirely to the pupdls. 
The architecture of the main erection Is Gothic, that of the 
new college, called Xavier Tfall, in honor of the venerable 
mother superior and foundress, being modelled on the 
Renaissance style. The corner stone of the present main 
building was laid in 1877; the whole was completed in 1901. 

There are several hundred acres of eround about the col- 
lege, for the most part used for the cultivation of fruit, 
vegetables, and other products of the soil A large park 
surrounds the buildings, and broad and beautiful) walks 
stretch through the picturesque woods, offering every facil- 
ity to the pupils for healthful outdoor amusement. Every 
detail in the arrangement of buildings has received the 
most scrupulous care and attention, and the result gives 
evidence that a master mind bas controlled the work from 
its inception and zealously watched its progress. 
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The site of the college is one of the most imposing in the 
State; the view from it looking westward and northward 
is blocked by the blue inountain ranges whieh seem to 
be watchful guardians of the scene. Looking southward and 
eastward the broad and charmine valley of the Passaic, 


with its variety of landscape, lies at the beholders feet. uA 


smaller buildine has been erected on the grounds, about 
fifteen minutes’ walk from the college, for a preparatory 
school for boys between six and twelve years old. 

The sisters of the convent devote their time mainly to the 
work of education, but they are also trained during their 
novitiate to the self-sacrificing labors of caring for the sick, 
the poor, the orphan, and the foundling. Daily do these 
women, who have sacrificed the delights of home and of 
social attractions in their zeal to benefit mankind, brave 
storm and wind, heat and cold, to lend help and comfort to 
(hose in need. The principle that seems to animate these 
vood sisters and stimulates them to heroic deeds is zeal for 
the honor and glory of God and charity toward humemity. 

The college is duly incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey, with full power to grant diplomas and 
confer degrees. The nuinber of pupils is large, and students 
from all parts of the world are registercd on the annual 
list. The curriculuin of study is thorough and comprehen: 
sive, and especial advantages are offered to students of 
Whatever course of study they may choose to pursue. De- 
partments of domestic art and science form oa feature in the 
institution, as well as education im physics and chemistry, 
with practical operations in laboratories and im the finer 
arts, such as music and painting. 

Union Till, a hamlet of a few scattered houses, is situated 
on both sides of the principal avenue for travel between 
Chatham and Madison, and about midway between the two 
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towns. It lies on higher ground than the greater part of 
Chatham Borough, but is not so elevated as Madison. — It 
is an old settled hamlet and has experienced less chanve 
than “ny other locality in the county. It is the birthplace 
of many of the names of Bruen and Carter, who once 
abounded here, and of whom some representatives are still 
found at Union Hill. The Hon. Nathaniel Niles, formerly 
senator in the State Legislature from Morris County and 
president of the Senate, erected here some years ago a very 
handsome stone dwelling with all the appliances necessary 
fora commodious residence, where he has since resided, 

Green Village extends from Passaic into the western side 
of Chatham, with the larger part of the village in Passaic 
Township. There are postoffices at Green Village, Stanley, 
and Afton. 
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THE BOROUGIT OF MADISON 


Ine inunicipalities in New Jersey, not only for its 
beauty of location and its Inany applHances for a 
desirable home, but from the character of its in- 
habitants and its history. It has rejoiced in three names, 
being first known as Hast Hanover, then as Bottle Pll, and 
how as Madison. ft derived its first name from this chain 
of circumstances: The whole of the present County of Mors 
ris, before 1739, was a township called Hanover, and incor- 
porated within the borders of Hunterdon County, as then 
established. When Morris County was created its inhabit- 
ants clung to the name Ilanover, and retained it in con- 
nection with several localities. What is now Whippany 
was then called TLanover, Morristown was known as New 
Hanover, and West Tlanover and Madison as ast) Tlan- 
over. ‘hey were then all mere hamlets, with very few in- 
habitants, Whippany being the most important of the three. 
The name Ifanover was undoubtedly held in great esteem 
by the early settlers in Morris County, who were zealous 
Protestants. George [, a descendant of a daughter of 
James I, was Iting of Tanoyver in Germany at the time of 
his accession to the throne of Kneland. Ile was not the 
lineal heir, for between him and the crown, if the usual line 
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of descent were regarded, were children of an older son of 
James, who, however, conformed to the Roman Catholic 
faith. But by the celebrated Act of Succession, passed by 
the Hnelish Parliament in the time of William: and Mary, 
it was enacted that “every person who should be recon- 
ciled to, or held communion with, the see of Rome, should 
profess the Roman Catholic religion, or should hiarry a 
Roman Catholic, should be excluded from succession to, and 
be forever incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the crown; 
and that in such case the people should be absolved from 
their allegiance, and the crown should descend to such per- 
sons, being Protestants, as would have inherited the same, 
as if the person so reconciled, holding communion, profess- 


ing, 


or marrying, were haturally dead.” 

By virtue of this act George T became king of Great 
Britain. Ile represented Protestant faith and Protestant 
principles to these immigrants ino New Jersey, who, or 
Whose ancestors, had fled from religious persecution to dind 
freedom in this Western World, and it was natural that 
they should reverence a name so intimately connected with 
that which they held so dear and which had cost them: so 
much to secure. 

The origin of the name “ Bottle Till” has occasioned 
some erave dispute amone historians, by whom three 
theories are held as to its origin. Tt is not, however, of 
sufficient dniportance to warrant a discussion in these pages 
of the vrerala questio. — Besides, it seems now to be well set- 
(led that the hame originated in this trivial circumstance: 
On the hill just west of the railroad depot at Madison, in 
the olden time, a tavern was conducted in a rather rude, 
uncomfortable building, in’ front of which an empty 
bottle swung on the sign post, notifying thirsty travellers 
that their thirst could be assuaged by application within. 
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The citizens of the neighborhood became restive under the 
use of this rather vulgar appellation and chaneed it to 
Madison, in honor of James Madison, President of the 
United States. By that name it has since been known and 
it will probably hereafter be retained. The town deserves 
a vood name for its beauty of situation, its pure air, the 
public spirited character of its citizens, and its honorable 
history. 

The surface of the 
eround = within — its 
bounds is — rolling, 
With elevations scat- 
tered about) — from 
Which beautiful pros- 
pects are visible and 
where desirable build- 
ing sites are found, 
surrounded by — pie- 
turcsque landscapes. 
the soil is generally 
light and warm, capa- 
ble of a high state of 





cultivation, with sand 
and gravelly forma- GEORGE I, 

tion. Madison is a 

favorite place of resort for summer visitors, who find ample 
and delightful homes for their accommodation, Tt is eager- 
lv sought by the wealthy for summer residences. Business 
men still engaged in active Hife in Newark and New York, 
and some who have retired from business, have selected 
Madison for permanent homes, and have built) beautiful 
mansions Where they spend the entire year. Elegant 
structures for dwelling houses are seen on every side where 
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taste has embellished the dwelling places of the wealthy 
and art has been lavished in adding appliances for every 
comfort known to civilized life. 

The borough has not had many years of existence, but 
they have been years marked by progress, vigor, and great 
public spirit. Pure water has been introduced and made 
accessible to all, the streets are well lighted, police for the 
preservation of peace provided, and the general interest of 
the municipality protected. The best inen in the conunu- 
nity are selected without 
distinction as to party poli- 
tics for officers. The bor 
ough has had but one 
Inayor, dames PL Albright, 
fusy., wv lawyer practicing 
in New York, but lone a 
resident in) Madison, who 
has conducted the itffairs 
of his responsible office so 
Wisely and so well that he 
has been re-elected = from 
tinle to time with’ very 
ereat unanimity. 





There are four churches 
in Madison, all strong and vigorous: Roman Catholic, ipis- 
copalian, Methodist, and Presbyterian, A costly chapel, 
of a high order of architecture and connected with the 
Presbyterian Church, has been erected by Mr. James A. 
Webb, a wealthy and public spirited citizen, as a memorial 
of his son, who died several years ago. Mr. Webb lives in 
a stately residence at Madison, surrounded) by beautiful 
grounds, where he spends the whole year enjoying the re- 
sults of a life not yet beyond its prime, and enabled by 
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wealth gained by business talents and energy to carry out 
many benevolences. 

D. Willis James, another New York merchant, who has 
selected Madison for his summer residence and lives in a 
spacious dwelling erected on one of the most conspicuous 
points in the borough, has added materially to the appli- 
ances for good in two directions, one in the purchase of 
many acres, almost in the heart of the town, which he has 
laid out as a public park and made it one of the greatest 
attractions in this beautiful borough, the other the found- 
ing of a public library, built of stone, admirably adapted 
for the purposes of a library, constructed in the most artis- 
tic manner, and adding an ornament of the highest order 
to the locality. Mr. James has provided it with all the 
apparatus for successfully conducting such an institution, 
_and has filled the building with choice volumes selected ex- 
pressly for the use of readers. Besides all this he has 
crowned his benefaction by providing an endowment fund 
for the future needs of the library, and settling this fund 
on such a substantial basis that there need be no failure 
hereafter of money for its maintenance. 

Among the many citizens of Madison who are foremost in 
public affairs may be mentioned Jeremiah Baker, who sey- 
eral years ago became a permanent resident of the borough 
With ample means gained by many years of industry. Ife is 
one of the pillars in the Presbyterian Church, and ever ready 
with advice, action, and, if necessary, money to aid in carry- 
ing forward every good enterprise. 

In 1888 William Gibbons, then living in Klizabethtown, 
bought a large tract of land situate on the west side of the 
road from Madison to Morristown. The tract was a large 
one, containing several hundred acres, and was called “ The 
Forest.” The property occupied a very commanding posi- 
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tion, one of the highest in that vicinity. Mr. Gibbons was 
avoman of great wealth, and soon began the erection of a 
very laree and stately edifice intended for a dwelling. — It 
was finished in 1836, and then occupied by Mr. Gibbons and 
his family for several years. At his death in 1852 the prop- 
erty came into the possession of his son, who bore his fath- 
er’s name, by whom 
te was’ sold’ + to 
Dame? "Drew; a 
broker “om New 
York, who bought 
Te wit) ite: re n- 
tion of founding 
there a seminary 
for the education of 
young nen for the 
Manistee GE rhe 
Methodist | Episco- 
pale wClrren,. Of 
Which he was an 
enthusiastic mem, 
ber. The noble edi- 
fice called ** Mead 
Pall han by” the 
former owner, Was 





GEORGE WT, utilized for the use 

of the seminary, 

and in it were located the chapel, library, reading room, 
offices, and lecture rooms of the professors. Other buildings 
required for the institution were erected on the grounds, 
such as dormitories for the students, dwellings for the pro- 
fessors, rooms for the societies, and a dining hall. Mar. 
Drew devoted $500,000 to his benovolent project, of which 
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one-half was to be used for building purposes and the bal- 
anee was to be invested as an endowment fund. Mar. Drew, 
however, retained this fund in his own hands, paying over 
(he interest annually to the seminary until 1876, when he 
failed, aud the institution was without an income. An ap- 
peal was made to the church universal, which nobly xve- 
sponded: and subscribed so generously in aid of the semi- 
mary that over $300,000 was raised and the institution re- 
lieved. The school was formally opened in November, 
Ls67, and has been eminently successful. The views of the 
great church which it represents have materially changed 
as to the education of its ministers. Drew Seminary, as 
the institution is called in honor of its founder, is the ablest 
school of its kind in the Methodist Church, and has estab- 
lished a curriculum of the highest character. It has been 
eminently successful in duswerine the demands upon it for 
the highest order of education. The seminary is at present 
under the leadership of the Rey. ILenry A. Buttz, D.D., an 
eminent clergyman of his church, of great executive ability, 
and of culture and learning. Ife is assisted by a very able 
corps of professors, and it may be predicted, with 
erent certainty, that there lies before this noble ap- 
pliance for education a future fruitful in successful useful- 
Ness. | 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century Madison re- 
ceived an addition to its population of a very desirable ele- 
ment. The revolution in Prance drove from that country 
many of its best citizens, who sought refuge in other climes 
from the violence and bloodshed so disgracing to this move- 
ment, originally intended to obtain freedom from oppression 
for the citizen. Amone the first to reach Madison was a 
noble Frenchinan known as Vincent Boisaubin, but who 
in his native land and in Belgium was kuown by several 
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titles of nobility. Ile was a man of wealth and of distine- 
tion in France and a member of the bodyguard of Louis 
NVI. He had obtained Jeave of absence from the court 
wd had retired to his ancestral possessions in Guadaloupe, 
where he married. [Lis inthience in the court of the king 
Was so great and his condemnation of the revolutionary 
measures so outspoken that measures were taken to arrest 
him and try him for what was then called treason against 
the new republic. Te received notice of his intended arrest 
in time to escape to a British man-of-war, which lay some 
four or five miles off-the shores of the island. [lis escape, 
made in an ordinary row boat, was so precipitate that he 
was unable to make any preparation for his future. Before 
he reached the friendly vessel which was to carry him away 
| from Guadaloupe he 
noticed an object on 
the,surtace,,.of the 
water apparently fol- 
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the rowers to lay on 
their oars, he soon discovered that his body servant, a faith- | 
ful slave, who had been given to him when he was a boy, 
had taken this desperate method of following his mas- 
ter. The nobleman and his devoted servant made their 
way to the United States, and: finally to Madison, where 
Mi. Boisaubin made his residence. dle and his) black 
friend earned their living by carting goods from New York 
to Madison and vicinity. Ma. Boisaubin was afterward 
joined by his wife and family, and permanently settled at 
Madison, remaining there until his death. At the Restora- 
tion Louis XNVITL wrote an autograph letter to the French 


nobleman requesting him to return to france, promising 
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to restore his titles and oflices to him. Tlis fortune and 
property were returned to him, but he declined the offer, 
preferring the life he had found in the American republic. 
Nine sons and daughters were born to him, and he has left 
Inany descendants, many of whom are found in Madison. 
Beauplain and Thebaud beside Boisaubin are the names of 
some of his descendants. 

Mr. Boisaubin was a man of unbounded benevolence. 
After his death, when an inventory of his estate was made, 
between $30,000 and $40,000 of small evidences of indebted- 
ness, Imade mostly by poor persons who had borrowed 
money from him, were found amone his assets. Ile lies 
buried in the graveyard of the old Presbyterian Church at 
Morristown. As his funeral cortege reached the outskirts 
of Morristown on its way from his home it was met by 
representatives of the best citizens of the town, who took 
the horses from the hearse and dragecd the vehicle in which 
was deposited the coffin containing his body to the erave-- 
yard, where the interment was made with imposing cere- 
monies and amid the sorrowing multitude which filled the 
cemetery to overflowing. As the procession made its way 
the streets were lined by the people with uncovered and 
bowed heads, the bells of the churches were tolled, places 
of business were closed, and one universal feelme of sor 
vow pervaded the entire community.  Phese chreumstances 
wltending his burial give undoubted: evidence of the pro- 
found respect felt for this estimable man. The grace of 
manner, the gay, joyous temperament, the bonhominie of 
this Mrench clement thus interjected into the community 
at Madison, had a powerful influence for good upon the 
people. 
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MORRIS TOWNSHIP AND MORRISTOWN 


after the erection of the county, and out of it, 





and entirely surrounded by it, has been carved 
the City of Morristown. ‘This township Is a 
small one, being one of the smallest but the most important 
in the county, not only from its size and from the fact that 
itis the county seat, but also from its history. Its situation 
is beautiful beyond comparison.  lour-distinet ranges of 
mountains can be traced within its borders, and resting 
among these the inhabitants have made their homes, some 
in elegant villas crowning the hill tops and standing out 
in beauty from the mountain sides. Whippany River 
winds through the northern portion on its way to the Pas- 
saic. Along the banks of this stream, in a narrow valley, 
the first settlers built their homes, but soon they climbed 
up to the tableland on an clevation some fifty feet above 
the bed of the river and clustered around the “ Green,” and 
eventually scattered in all directions, until now there is a 
compact city of nearly twelve thousand people gathered 
Within the bounds of Morristown. Outside of it in’ the 
township is a population of two or three thousand more. 
In the time when the Lords Proprietors were sceking for 
immigration into the Province of New Jersey all knowledge 
of the interior of the new colony must have been of the 
most meager character possible, As late as L684 some of 
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these proprietors wrote thus about what is now supposed 
to have been Morris County or its vicinity: here are 
also hills up in the country, but how much eround they 
lake we know not; they are said to be stony and coyvercd 
with wood, and beyond them is said to be excellent ground.” 
This description, so far as it goes, is quite accurate, but not 
at all definite. ’ 

The first record which gives any reliable evidence on the 
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THE JERSEY PRISON SHIP, 


subject of the first settlers is in the form of a deed, based 
Upon a survey made in tlds. This conveyance was for 
9607 87-100 acres within the bounds of the township, dated 
June 1, 1769, by the Earl and Countess of Stirling to Staats 
L. Morris for £2,902. In the same year the land on which 
Morristown is now builf was sold to Joseph Helby, Thomas 
Stephenson, and John Keys or Kay, in these proportions : 
to Ifelby and Stephenson each 1,250 acres, and to Kay 
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2,000 acres; the present park in the heart of the town and 
the ground on which are erected the lirst Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Baptist Churches being included in the con- 
veyance to Kay. The land conveyed to Ilelby ran from 
Mount Airy, near Collinsville, and the Evergreen Cemetery, 
in the eastern part of the town, toward Speedwell, and 
southwest in the direction of General Doughty’s former 
residence on the road to Baskine hidge, or Mount Iimball 
road, Stephensems portion was in the direction of Wash- 
ington Valley. The deeds are all curiosities. The orig- 
inal survey on which that to Kay is founded is copied to 
give some idea of the method used for conveying real estate 
at that early time in the history of New Jersey: 

By virtue of a warrant from ye Council of Proprietors bearing date ye tenth 
day of March last past I have surveyed this Tract or Lott of land unto John 
Kay within ye Western Division of ye Province of New Jersey, in ye last Indian 
purchases made of ye Indians by ye said Proprietors. Situate upon and near a 
Branch of Passamisk River called Whipene, beginning at a small hickory coruer 
standing near a Black oak marked K. ten cha: distance from a corner of Win, 
Pen’s Lands, thence North West one hundred sixty and five cha: crossing ye said 
Whipene to a corner white oak, marked also IX.: thence South West one hundred 
twenty and seven cha: and twenty-five link to a poast for a corner under ye side 
of a hill called Mine Mountain, from thence South East one hundred sixty and 
five cha: to a poast, then North East one hundred twenty seven cha: and twenty- 
five links and by ye bounds of Govn. Pen’s land to ye place of beginning contain- 
ing ‘Two Thousand acres of Land besides one hundred acres allowance for High- 
ways. Surveyed April ye 28th 1715 per me KR. Bull, Survey. 

Ye 22 of April 1715 TInspeeted and approved of by ye Council of Proprs: and 
ordered to be entered upon Record 

Tes'ts, JouN Wits, Clerk, 

A slight examination of this description reveals an inter- 
esting fact: that William Penns name is mentioned as the 
owner of land at Morristown. Tle was at one time a pro- 
prietor of West Jersey, and owned, personally, large tracts 
in that Province and also in Pennsylvania, but no local his- 
tory has mentioned the fact that he was the possessor of 
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land in Morris County. The three grantees, Helby, Stephen- 
son, and Keys or Ikay, do not seem ever to have settled in 
Morris County or at Morristown. It is impossible, with any 
certainty, to state when the first settlement was made here, 
or who were the first settlers. No records were kept by the 
town authorities. There were probably no township. offi- 
cers until long after the original immigrants came here. 
heres qias') no 
Chureh © estab- 
lished until 1742, 
when the Rey. 
Timothy  Johnes 
became the pas- 
tor of the Presby- 
terian Church 
and began the 
records of that 
congregation, and 
carefully and re- 
ligiously kept 
them during the 
fity* “vers? tina 
more of his pis- 
torate. ‘To: them 
me ere nce "can 





safely be made to 
learn who were residents of Morris Township at the time 
they began. Prior to that period tradition alone affords any 
knowledge of the names of settlers. Even these records do 
not, nov does tradition, tell from whenee the first) tmaini: 
grants came. Familiar names, however, are found among 
them which give some intimation of the places of their 


former abode. There are also some well known and well 
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settled historical facts which aid in determining this 
question, 

The first inhabitants in Newark, who came there in 1666, 
soon dispersed, as their numbers increased, into the sur- 
rounding country. Orange, Bloomfield, and Camptown 
(or Irvington as it is now called) were early settled by the - 
descendants of the men of Connecticut who had “come 
to Newark from their New Ineland homes. Some adven- 
turous spirit climbed to the summit of the mountain west 
of Orange and surveyed the land on the east side of the 
Passaic which lay at his feet. He returned to Newark and 
reported to the town mecting what he had seen, described 
the beautiful land, and dilated on the apparent fertility of 
the soil, The honest Puritans had not yet learned how to 
defraud the Indians. AT the lands occupied by the new- 
comers had been honestly bought from their dark browed 
owners. After proper examination and favorable report 
negotiations were opened and successfully conducted with 
(the aborigines for the purchase of the newly discovered 
country. Some fancied resemblance between a horse's 
arched neck and the land purposed to be bought gave it 
the name of Torse Neck, but that name has been since lost 
and other names have been given to different localities 
within the bounds of the tract thus boueht. | 
News came that iron ore in abundance was to be found 
on the other side of the river, and many courageous men 
crossed the stream and settled in’ Morris County. Among 
these were some citizens from Hlizabethtown, and perhaps 
from other adjacent localities. In all probability, although 
the first settlement, which was made at Whippany, or Tan- 
over as if was then called, was very small, some stragglers 
found their way to the: valley of the Whippany, or 
“ Whipene ” as it is called in the survey of the lot conveyed 
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to John Kay, which has already been copied in these pages, 
Probably a log hut or two was ereeted for the temporary 
and immediate wants of the colonists and their families. 
Then came another, and accretions were made from time to 
time until the hamlet grew large enough, and then a black- 
sinith shop was added; all, however, crowding into the nar- 
row valley of the Small river. This was in the beginning of 
the eighteenth century, the earliest date which can possibly 
be fixed being 1710. So soon as the settlement from its 
importance deserved a tmame it received that of West 
or New IHfanover. The character of these people can be 
determined by the results of their action. A Presbyterian 
Chureh had been formed at Whippany, to which, for re- 
ligious worship, went the people of New Hanover and of 
the few settlements formed within a circle of cight or ten 
miles. When this church was first instituted can not be 
told, but it was certainly in existence as early as 1 fies It 
was a rude structure, capable of containing perhaps a hun- 
dred people, standing on the bank of the Whippany. It 
answered the sinple wants of the people, and thither they 
resorted over the rude paths of the day, for there were no 
roads. Carriages were alinost unknown; the only vehicles 
approaching them were the uncouth carts used for farming 
operations. So the husband and father, if die owned a 
horse, mounted him, with his wife on the pillion behind the 
saddle, with perhaps an infant in her arnis. 

But New Hanover grew and its inhabitants became rest- 
ive under the enforeed travel from Sunday to Sunday to 
Ifanover Chureh, and they began to discuss the question 
of an independent church of their own. About this time, 
in 17338 as near as can be ascertained, the church edifice at 
Jlanover became dilapidated and it was necessary to erect 


1 There is some confusion in these names,” Records vary. In some of them they appear as New, and 
then as West, Hanover. 
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a new one. Then began a strugele which resulted in a 
tedious and troublesome quarrel. There were three com- 
munities which insisted that the new building should be 
placed within their bounds. Madison, then known as Hast 
Hanover, desired that it should be built nearer to them. 
Morristown or New Tfanover claimed that it should be 
placed at their growing village, while Hanover or Whip- 
pany protested against any removal. The fight waxed 
sharp and hot, and when it was ascertained that the diffi- 
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culty could not be amicably settled it was determined to 
leave it to the “ casting of the lot.’ The lot was cast with 
great solemnity, after prayer to Almighty God, and the 
New Hanover people lost. They were not satisfied with the 
result, refused to submit, and a new church organization 
was formed. 

An appeal was taken to the Synod at Philadelphia, and 
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after several meetings of that body and a conmittee from 
it had been sent to Whippany it was finally decided that the 
Morristown people be left to themselves to form a new con- 
eregation, This certainly was in 17338, a date established 
by the minutes of the Synod. But the new congregation 
was an unrecognized body and stood alone without any 
ecclesiastical connection, When it is recollected’ that this 
sturdy people could not have mumbered more than two 
hundred, or perhaps two hundred and fifty at the outside, 
it is a matter of astonishment that they undertook the es- 
tablishment of a new church organization with its attend- 
ant burdens. But they were Cod fearing, church loving 
people; they desired to bring the privileges of the sanctuary, 
nearer to theiy families and neighbors, and they were equal 
to the task they thus Imposed upon themselves. They took 
Instant measures to Obtain a pastor and invited Mr. John 
Cleverly Co assume that position, but he had not been or- 
dained, and the Hanover people objected so strongly to the 
new enterprise that he was neither ordained nor installed. 
Ordination and installation, in his case, would have been 
simultaneous, so the end was not, yet. 

The pastor and people at Hanover were not idle. The 
Synod was again called and the subject was discussed at 
six different sessions of that body. Tt was a vexed, trouble- 
some question, On one side. was an impecunious pastor, 
With a congregation unable, in consequence of the with- 
drawal of so large a part of their members, to support him; 
on the other a voune congreeation determined to sever the 
connection, and destined to become a strong and vigorous 
body, far outstripping the mother church, needing the 
ministrations of the gospel, and determined to have them at 
their own doors. 

In the end pluck and energy won the yictory and Morris- 
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town was triumphant. A committee of six clergymen, the 
ablest then connected with the Synod, travelled on horse- 
back to Whippany, one coming from Philadelphia, one from 
New Brunswick, one from Neshaminy, one from Basking 
Ridge, one from Trenton, and one from Abingdon; and after 
a careful examination of the whole subject, and patiently 
hearine both parties, decided that it was best for 
ull parties that there should be two churches. But) the 
Presbytery had already declined to ordain Mir Cleverly 
and the new congregation was still without a pastor, and 
here was another obstacle in the path of the Morristown 
people. They were, however, not to be moved from their 
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determination, and their unordained minister continued to 


preach to them until about the year 1740. The date, how- 


ever, nolwithstanding this irregularity of the ecclesiastical 
organization of this lirst Presbyterian Church at Morris- 
town, was July 26, 1738, the time when the committee of 
six Clergyimen already mentioned declared it regularly c¢on- 
stituted. This they were authorized by the Synod to do. 
The first regularly ordained and stated pastor of this con- 
yregation was the Rev. Timothy Johnes, who was recom- 
mended to the congregation by the authorities of Yale Col- 
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lege, to whom application had been made some time before 
for some competent minister to be sent to them. Dr. 
Johnes was Welsh by descent, was born on Long Island, 
and had preached for some short time before he was called 
to Morristown. Ile came to his new field of labor on horse- 
back from Connecticut, and was installed february 9, 1743, 
but had preached for some time before that date to the 
people. 

From the beginning of his pastorate until the end of his 
long ministration, in fact until his death, regular and ac- 
curate records were kept by him of all statistics connected 
With his congregation, such as births, baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, membership, and removals; his first entry, a baptism 
of a child, was made ten days after his installation, 
February 19, 1748; the name of this child’s father was Bat- 
ley. It is only by reference to these records that any dt 
rect information can be found as to the names of the orig: 
inal inhabitants of Morristown. If the presumed date of 
its first settlement be correct, that is about 1710, then there 
isa hiatus of at least thirty years, during which Gime nearly 
wi Whole generation could have passed away when no records 
existed of any kind whatever. There were no county ree- 
ords up to 1743, although the county had been created 
nearly five years before that date. In the first entries made 
by Dr. Johnes the following names appear: Bailey, Park- 
hurst, Conger, Pruden, Lindley, ord, Tichenor, Stiles, Joln- 
son, Allen, Chirk, Maston, Plaines, Pairchild, Losey, tlatha- 
way, ILolloway, frost, Coe, Day, Pierson, Tompkins, Peck, 
Condit, Toward, Mills, Ireeman, Cutler, Wheeler, Moore, 
Mahurin, Wood, Beach, Davis, Arnold, Dickerson, Goble, 
and Tfalsey. All these names are entered between lebru- 
ary 19, 1748, and June 16, 1745, a period of a little over two 
years. Many of these names represent old and prominent 
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families, some of whom undoubtedly were among the first 
or very early settlers in Morristown, and representatives of 
Whom are still resident here. ‘The names, however, of some 
Who were very influential have disappeared. The Latha- 
Way hame in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was 
very humerous in Morristown, and numbered several well 
known and distinguished citizens, two of whom were ofti- 
cers in the Revolutionary Aviny. Benoni Hathaway was 
influential in church and State. It is not known that a 
single descendant of this once very large family, even of 
the blood, though not of the name, is resident in Morris- 
town. 

The Condict family was also large and of great influence, 
but the name has gone, although representatives of the 
blood are here, Silas Condict was a citizen known all over 
the State during the Revolution as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Safety and as a delegate to the Provincial and 
Continental Congresses. Tle was an ardent patriot. and 
took a keen interest in all public affairs, both in church and 
State. Lewis Condict, M.D., of the same blood, but of later 
times, was for several years a member of Congress and a 
leading physician of the town. Ile had several cliidren, 
three of whom were also physicians. Ilis daughters have 
married and found homes elsewhere. Silas Condict has 
several descendants in Morristown, among whom are I*red- 
erick G. Burnham and Gordon Sherman, Esqs., both success- 
ful lawyers. Besides this inheritance they can claim 
wimonge their ancestors John Alden and the beautiful maid- 
en, Priscilla. 

TMinothy Milks was one of the ancestors of the Mills fam- 
ily, another highly respectable race. Llis descendants have 
vone all over the United States, many of them becoming 
lawyers, ministers, missionaries, professors in educational 
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built of brick, made from clay dug and manufactured on the premises. in J’ 
ground occupied by soldiers of the Revolution when encamped at Morristown. ) 
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institutions, and leaders in other directions. Three of them 
Who have embraced the legal profession are living in Mor- 
ristown: Alfred Mills and his sons, Alfred Elmer and Jd- 
ward Ix. Mills. The elder of these stands in the front rank 
of lawyers in the State, recognized as one of the ablest in 
the profession, a man respected for his great probity and 
public spirit, who has, perhaps, acted oftener in fidueiary 
capacities than any other in the State. Ifis son Alfred is 
now (1901) performing the duties of prosecutor of the pleas 
of the county with great acceptability. 

Colonel Jacob Ford and his son, Jacob Ford, Jr., before 
and during the Revolution, took a very active part in pub- 
lic matters, giving tone and character to the community. 
They were both residents in Morristown before and at the 
time the Revolutionary War began, and both took an active 
part in the struggle. The elder lord was one of the first 
judges of the County Court of Morris after its creation, and 
was also an elder, probably among the first, in the new 
church, being in office in 1747. His son, who was elevated to 
the rank of colonel in the patriot army, died in January, 
1777, and was buried with military honors by the especial 
order of Washington. TTis father died a very few days after 
the son. The Mord mansion, now known as the “ TWead- 
quarters,” was erected by the vounger Ford in 1775. It 
was in this elegant edifice that Mrs. Theodosia Ford, the 
widow of the colonel and a daughter of the Rev. Dr. Tim- 
othy Jobnes, in 1780, welcomed the commander-in-ehief 
when the army were encamped at Morristown for the see- 
ond time during the war. Many of the descendants of this 
distinguished family have sought other homes, and very 
few of the name remain. Gabriel TI. Ford, a son of the 
colonel, was for many years a justice of the Supreme Court 
of New Jersey, and his son, Henry A. Ford, was one of the 
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leaders in the Morris County courts and at his time aec- 
knowledged to be one of the ablest in the State. The fam- 
ily name to-day is represented by IHlenry W. Tord, a son of 
Henry A., who resides on a portion of the ancestral acres 
near the Headquarters. Oe was at one time a banker in 
New York, being president of the Bank of the Republic of 
that city, but is now retired from business. : 

Up to the year 1880 the name Pierson occurs one hun- 
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dved. times as members on the inst Presbyterian Church 
records, and oftener than any other. Families of that name 
in considerable numbers are still found in Morristown and 
its vicinity, all of the highest respectability. Stephen Pier- 
son, M.D., a leading physician resident there, is a descendant 
of the original Pierson. 

Next in point of numbers on the church records is the 
name Johnson, which can be traced through several genera- 
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tions to the first known inhabitant. There are some of 
this clan, once so numerous, still found in the vicinity of 
Morristown. ‘The same can be said of Pruden, Lindsley, 
Stiles, Losey, Coe, Day, Freeman, Arnold, and Ifalsey. Cut- 
ler is an old name, a descendant of it being the fon. Will- 
iam W. Cutler, formerly judge of the county courts and 
now practicing law with very great success. 

The Whitehead race has been known in and neur Morris- 
town for five generations. They claim descent from John 
Whitehead, a “freeman,” who was in New Haven, Conn., 
in 16380. They have been a prolific people, and their de- 
sccndants are scattered all over the United States. Tra C. 
Whitehead, one of the name, was an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court. Another, Asa Whitehead, was a leading 
lawyer in Newark. Ilis son, Aaron P., is a member of the 
bar in the City of New York. Isaac N. Whitehead, a suc- 
cessful farmer, and his nephew, Charles R. Whitehead, 3 
recent member of the New Jersey Legislature, represent the 
family at Morristown. John Whitehead is of the same 
kindred and resides also at Morristown. 

Major Jacob Arnold was of the Morris County Light Tlorse 
in the Revolution. Te was the proprietor of the Arnold 
Tavern in 1777, when Washington made it his headquar- 
ters. He is represented to-day by a grandson and the fam- 
ily of another grandson, now deceased, 

A new element has been lately introduced into Morris- 
town which has added much wealth to the community, and 
has given many men of publie spirit and benevolence to aid 
in conducting the affairs of the city and of the various 
churches. While this new element has no connection by 
blood with the older inhabitants or their descendants, may 
of them have thrown themselves into the discharge of their 
duties as citizens and members of the community with a 
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most commendable zeal, with ‘great wisdom and active 
benevolence, and have manifested the same pride in the past 
history of the town as though they were of the manner born. 
They are merchants, manufacturers, and business inen of 
New York and Newark and other cities, who have been at- 
tracted thither by the many advantages attending life in 
this beautiful and healthy town. Many of them have made 
Morristown their permanent residence, dwelling here with 
their families during the whole year. 
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CHAPTHR X 


MORRISTOWN—CONTINULD 


HERE are now in Morristown two Presbyterian 
Churches (one of which has been mentioned), two 
Kpiscopalian, two Roman Catholic, two Metho- 
dist, and two Baptist; one of each of the last 

named denominations is used by colored people. When the 
lirst Presbyterian Church was organized, in 1738, as al- 
ready mentioned, one hundred and two persons were en- 
rolled as members. At least one-fourth of these were of 
mature age, many were wives whose husbands were nol 
members, some few were widows, but quite a large number 
were young people. They all bore names which are familiar 
in the history of the church and of the town, This church 
grew and prospered under the leadership of Dr, Johnes and 
his successors until in 1790, when it was resolved to build 


-a new edifice. During the War of the Revolution, while 


the army was encamped here, the smallpox broke out with 
vreat virulence among the soldiers, and the church was 
utilized for hospital purposes. There was, of Course, Some 
dilapidation caused by this use, and so soon as the civeum- 
stances of the congregation would permit this step of build- 
ing a new edifice was taken. The enterprise was eminently 
successful, and a beautiful and comimodious house was 
erected at a cost of twenty thousand dollars—an immense 
sum when the financial condition and small number of the 
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inhabitants are taken into consideration, in connection with 
the short time which had elapsed since the town and county 
had been subjected to the great burdens. consequent upon 
the presence of the aviny during two winters. This new 
building, thus erected, underwent some changes, and the 
people worshipping in it came and went according to the 
exigencies of this 
changing life, but 
still increased = in 
humbers and in 
streneth under the 
preaching of a long 
lineof godly and able 
ministers until the 
congregation again 
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erecting the present 
THE BOSTON MASSACRE, stately edilice, in 
Which the congresa- 
tion now worship. The cost of this building was one hun- 
dred and forty thousand dollars. A chapel and a mange 
had previously been built, one at the cost of twenty-one 
thousand dollars and the other of eighteen thousand dol- 
lars. These buildings ave on the north side of the public 
square, a noble site worthy of their magnificence, 











































won BT tori ow) gael” (urns ail We onttivaerney oi} 
oft bith gyiisds oetow Sere woe been dott an paniaal 
its wh 4 seats Bitoni here fot: smh Vi at ae Tren i i » 
it ae to aah igi ce 
ara. vel witpandy 
att. ude net Nita 
eh aa ead een 
sy debi ort ® 
pO gs ae Ww asi | 
obi Baie qbagio: ret 
odt Mihi eitaioian 
ee wnbingors yng 
obuieh wis 4 foorigh 
dere ayeL pase ral | 
aad, bbiturld yale 
vit pal a) arnehy lt 
sexcadl jngsal fois Hold we - 
eur toyltaney 
Oy OR a ee i eee 
OPE LL Re 
‘not shu iow eat 
beng al: RP | 
val we vitiin (lots Ne ne syn aces ii 
ore HT lee I a hee 0" waa Be 
ey euro ae ulti ei) boheoo at’ yleesove veh SHOU) 
sania EF loq als Ao witli beraned) yrrot baa boabia 
amin gmow Wo deo oy} ii re tind rad, qlanoivong, bak 
-laty Donanorlt iwoteheie ho awiltel oH bas. asnllob Da 
iia af to oft Adiog oil a a) egitibtings ono 
aimed layanetiods 40 lta Jecaneinehie isis 





——— 


er ree A TI OE 


TIIQ SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 135 


The Second Presbyterian Church is an offshoot of the 
irst Church. It was informally organized in January, 
Is41, when one hundred and forty-six members withdrew 
from the parent church. The first meeting was held in the 
upper room of the old academy, which then stood where 
now the library and lyceum is located, and where services 
continued to be held until October of the same year, when 
the new house of worship was finished and the first min- 
ister, Rey. Orlando C. Isirtland, installed. The first board 
of trustees was elected May 17, 1841, and the congregation 
Was formally organized by a committee of the Presbytery 
of Islizabethtown, June 1, 1841. The first church building 
was built on South Street, on the same site where how 
stands their present magnificent structure. ‘The first was 
very modest and unassuming, costing a little over nine 
thousand dollars. On January 10, 1877, this building was 
burned to the ground, and instant measures were taken te 
rebuild. The congregation was called upon to subscribe 
for the work. Lesponses to this call were made nobly and 
venerously, plans were at once adopted, and the building 
pushed forward so energetically that on July 12, 1878, it 
was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies. The name 
was afterward changed to “The South Street Presbyterian 
Church ”; its first title was that of the Second Presbyterian 


Church of Morristown. Its present pastor is the Kev. Albert 


Mrdian, D.D., whose pastorate has continued from May, 
1869, to this date. The edifice in which the congregation 
now worships is very beautiful, and is, perhaps, the most 
commodious and best arranged of any of its kind and pur- 
pose in the State, having almost every appliance which can 
be desired for church purposes. The congregation is very 
strong and vigorous, and has far outstripped its mother in 
number and annual beneficences. 
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The Baptist Church is next, chronologically, to the First 
Presbyterian, and, like Chat, was used while (he army was 
at Morristown for hospital purposes. tts beginnings were 
very. small, When first organized, August 11, 1732, it had 
only cleven members. Meetings were held and the ordi- 
nances observed in a small building about a mile from town, 
on the road to New Vernon, from August 19, 1732, until 
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May, 1771, when a church edifice was built on the corner 
of Speedwell Avenue and Park Place, and dedicated soon 
after. After seventy years of worship in this building an 
effort was successfully made to build a new meeting house 
and that was dedicated October s, E845, A favorable op- 
portunity came to the congregation a few years ago to sell 
their property advantageously. They disposed of it and 
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immediately made arrangements to rebuild, but on a differ- 
ent location... They bought a most desirable lot on the 
corner of Washington and Iligh Streets, opposite the court 
house, and have there built a beautiful church, of the 
medieval style of architecture, which they are now occupy- 
ing. The Rev. Samuel Z. Battin, zealous and most active in 
his work, is the present pastor. The congregation from 
its Small beginning has increased, and has become a flour- 
ishing institution and a power in the community. 

The Methodist Kpiscopal Church, one of the strongest in 
the State, is an example of what can be done by a deter- 
mined people under good leadership and wise management. 
This community is now worshipping in the third structure 
erected, from time to time, for their purposes. The first 
was built on Market Street, nearly opposite the Iarmers’ 
Ifotel. It was a brick structure, forty by sixty feet, two 
stories m height, with galleries on three sides, and a choir 
gallery opposite the pulpit, which was in the north end of 
the audience room. After a few months spent in its erec- 
tion the building was dedicated October 14, 1827. In 1827- 
28 a great revival of religion occurred in Morristown, in- 
tense excitement pervaded all classes on the subject of re- 
ligion, and places of business were closed for several days 
so all might attend religious services. Large additions 
were made to all the evangelical churches, and two hundred 
persons were reeeived on probation into the Methodist 
Chureh. Krom this time the history of this organization 
was that of success and prosperity. Their numbers so in- 
creased that their building became too small, and a new 
one was erected on the sine site as that now occupied by 
the congregation in their third meeting house. This see- 
ond. building was frame, painted white; its cornerstone 
was laid in 1840. It was dedicated in 1841. After the erec- 
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tion of the third structure the second was generously do- 
nated to the African Methodist Mpiscopal congregation, by 
which it was removed to Spring Street, where it is now used 
by them. The cornerstone of the stately edifice now util- 
ized by the Methodists was laid in 1866 and the building 
was finished and dedicated in 1870. It is one of the most 
complete in finish, elegant in architecture, and commodious 
in appliances for all the wants of a church in the country, 
and will ever, so long as it stands, be a monument of the 
munificent generosity of the Hon, George IT. Cobb, who gave 
out of his own means the princely sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars for its completion. | 

The present edifice used by Saint Peter’s congregation of 
the Protestant Episcopalians of Morristown is of the most 
correct style of medieval architecture. Lt was erected under 
the direct supervision of the rector, Rey. Robert N. Merritt, 
D.D., and every detail, even to the minutest, was scrupu- 
lously guarded by him. Unfortunately Dr. Merritt died be- 
fore its completion, only the tower being needed, however, 
the main part, Including the audience room and all parts 
necessary for divine worship, being fully finished and in 
use by the congregation for several years. Through the 
generous liberality of one member of the congregation an 
elegant rectory, almost immediately adjoming the church, 
has been erected. The Rey. Charles Hl. Hibbard, D.D., is 
now the rector, and the Rev. William P. Taylor is curate. 
This congregation is one of the strongest and most liberally 
disposed amone this denomination in the State, certainly 
in the valley. 

The other Episcopalian Church is called the Church of 
the Redeemer. It is situated in the heart of the town, 
on a beautiful site on the north side of South Street. It is 
a structure of wood, of the Gothie style of architecture, 
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originally standing on the corner of Pine and Morris 
Streets, near the railroad depot, from whence it was re- 
moved a few years ago to its present position. This congre- 
gation has grown from rather small beginnings, and has 
now become large and prosperous. Its church building has 
been enlarged, a commodious rectory purchased, and a fu- 
ture of great success lies before it. It is ministered to by 
the Rey. William M. Hughes, 8.'T.D. 

Prior to the beginning of the nineteenth century there 
had been no service of this denomination of Christians in 
Morristown. The tendency of religious faith since the set- 
tlement of the town had been overwhelmingly in the direc- 
tion of the Presbyterian doctrine and form of worship. The 
Baptists had early interjected a small struggling organiza- 
tion into the community, but it did not at first assume any 
large proportions. It is to be honored for its pertinacious 
contest against so many obstacles in its way, for what its 
members honestly thought to be right, and all true believers 
in religious toleration must rejoice in its final success. ‘The 
first observance of any religious worship in the forms of the 
Ipiscopal Church, so far as can now be established, was in 
1812, when Bishop Hobart officiated, by express invitation, 
in the Presbyterian Church, preaching the sermon and using 
the Ipiseopal liturgy and form of service. George P. Me- 
Cullough, in 1821, and for some years prior to that date, had 
been successfully conducting a boarding school for boys in 
a large dwelling still standing on McCullough Avenue. THe 
was 2 churchman, but with his pupils had regularly at- 
tended worship in the Presbyterian Chureh. One of his 
assistant teachers, the Rey. Mr. Cummins, was an ordained 
Kpiscopal priest, and about the year 1820 service had been 
conducted by him on Sundays at Mr. MceCullough’s house. 
Irom 1825 until 1827, when the first piscopal parish was 
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formed, the Rev. John Croes, a son of the bishop of that 
name, had been conducting service as a missionary in the 
old Baptist meeting house at Morristown. On the 27th of 
December, 1826, a call appeared for a meeting of the mem- 
bers of the new Episcopal congregation to take measures 
for an incorporation. After this was accomplished a 
church edifice was erected, the cornerstone of which was 
laid November 14, 1828. Previously, however, to this date, 
on the 380th of May, 1827, the congregation had been formal- 
ly admitted into the Diocese of New Jersey, and was there- 
after known as Saint Peter’s Church of Morristown. 

The Roman Catholics have now two houses for worship, 
one, the Church of the Assumption, a large and costly edi- 
fice on the south side of Maple Avenue, with the priests’ 
house and buildings for school purposes adjoining. Until 
1847 there was only one Roman Catholic Church in the 
county, and that was at Madison. The presence of so many 
Irench people in that locality demanded facilities for their 
worship according to the forms of the denomination of their 
fathers, and a small house of worship had been built. To 
this church those whose inclination led them to seek divine 
services conducted after the ceremonies of the Catholic 
Church resorted, sometimes afoot and frequently from a 
distance of twenty miles. It became manifest about this 
date that the adherents of the Catholic Church resident in 
Morristown were of sufficient numbers to warrant the 
erection of a building for their accommodation. A small 
frame structure was accordingly built, with a capacity of 
seating about three hundred people. That building, when 
the present church edifice was erected, was used for a paro- 
chial school. The congregation, however, was too poor to 
support a pastor, and was supplied from Madison until 
they were able to provide for an independent minister. 
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Other churches, in the meantime, had been established at 
Mendham and at Basking Ridge. When, therefore, a stated 
priest was placed over the parish at Morristown these two 
congregations were put under his charge. It was not long 
before the congregation at Morristown became so increased 
that it needed the undivided services of their own priest, 
and in 1871 the two other churches’ mentioned were other- 
wise provided for. In 1872 the present edifice was erected, 
of the. best red brick, one hundred and twenty-two feet deep 
and fifty-two feet wide, and is Capable of seating a thousand 
people, which number is frequently gathered within its 
walls on Sundays and feast days. The edifice ts of admi- 
rable proportions, highly decorated within by memorial win- 
dows, paintings, and statues. The pulpit is in the south- 
erm end with a choir gallery and organ fronting to the 
south, and handsomely carved pillars support the roof. mA 
the northeastern corner of the building, on Madison Street, 
is a beautiful campanile fourteen feet square at the base 
and one hundred and twenty-five feet high, in the top of 
which swings a bell whose rich, ringing tones can be heard 
at a evreat distance. Behind the church on Madison Street, 
near McCullough Avenue, is a large school house with ac- 
commodations for several hundred scholars, devoted to a 
parochial school. This school is divided into three depart- 
ments, besides a kindergarten, and is under the charge of 
twelve sisters of charity, who live in a house of their own 
on the grounds and devote their entire time to its care. 

The congregation now numbers more than a thousand, 
and became so laree a few years ago that another church 
was built at “ Wiggerville,” so named after the late Bishop 
Wigger, and which is part of Morristown. This new eree- 
tion is of wood, on the corner of Columbia Street and Speed- 
well Avenue, and is called Saint Margaret’s Church. T'rom 
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present appearances this new edifice will soon be, if not 
now, too small for the people. The two congregations re- 
quire the services of four ordained priests, one of whom 
has charge entirely of the Italian members, from whom 
large accessions have recently been made from the numer: 
ous immigrants of that nationality into Morristown. 

The colored people have two congregations worshipping 
in two houses of their own: one connected with the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the other of the Baptist 
denomination. Hach are independent of all connection 
With any ecclesiastical organization controlled by the white 
race. The Methodists worship in the building generously 
donated to them by the family of the Hon. George If. Cobb 
and once occupied by the white Methodists. It is a very 
neat frame building, situate on the bank of the Whippany 
River on Spring Street. Connected with it is a commeodious 
parsonage and about an acre of ground. The other con- 
eregation has a small edifice, recently erected, which is 
mostly supported by negro Immigrants who have lately 
come to Morristown from Southern States. Both congre- 
gations are active, energetic, and exhibit a comiendable 
generosity in their support of their church organizations. 





CHURCIL AT BERGEN, 1680. 
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CHAPTER XI 


THE MORRISTOWN LIBRARY—REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY 


N TILE north side of South Street, near the heart of 
the city, stands a large structure ninety feet front 
by one hundred feet deep. On its broad front is in- 
scribed in conspicuous letters this legend: “ TH 

MORRISTOWN LIBRARY AND Lycbhum.” These few words de- 

note to what purposes this structure is devoted—those of a 

publie library. Tt owes its inception to the exertions mainly 

of two citizens of Morristown, one of whom many years since 








passed to his final reward; the other is still living and 4s 
now the president of the institution. But had it not been for 
the generous munificence and persevering activily of one 
other citizen it would probably never have assumed its 
present proportions. 

Tt was chartered on the 6th of March, 1866, and opened 
to the publie August 14, 1878.) The charter of the library 
is a special one granted by the Legislature, with peculiar 
privileges. The cost of the building was about sixty thou- 


sand dollars, raised by subscriptions in the form of stock. 


The material used in the erection of the edifice was a form 
of hard conglomerate granite found on the grounds of the 
Morristown Aqueduct Company, a short distance from the 
town, a sufficient quantity of which was donated by the 
company. Mr. William L. King, a native born citizen of Mor- 
ristown, was a resident of the city when the commissioners 
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Notr.—The full title 
of this illustration is «The 
United States Commis- 
sloners in 1782 to sie 
the ‘Treaty of Independ- 
ence.” It is taken from 
an unfinished picture by 
Benjamin West. Besides 
the portraits of John Jay, 
John Adams, and Benja- 
min Franklin there appear 
those of William ‘Temple 
Franklin, the son of the lat- 
ter, and Henry Laurens, 
both of whom were present 


at the signing’, 
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appointed by the charter were about ready to receive sub- 
scriptions to the stock. He had accumulated a large for- 
tune, and had retired to his birthplace to enjoy the re- 
sults of his industry. Ife was a liberal giver to every good 
work, and it was hoped by the founders of the library that 
he would become interested in it. Me soon became a very 
large stockholder, and enthusiastically supported the insti- 
tution with his advice, his active exertions, and large do- 
nations of money, throwing his whole heart into the work. 
Before his death his contribution in money was over thirty 
thousand dollars, and by his will he endowed the library 
with thirty-five thousand more. No one contributed as 
much to the final success as did this generous, liberal 
minded man. 

Mr. King was of Revolutionary descent; his grandfather, 
Irederick King, was a trusted messenger during the War 
of the Revolution, carrying despatches, money to pay the 
troops, and other messages, and filling a position requiring 
a cautious, faithful, and wise person. Ife became the first 
postmaster of Morristown. William L. King survived his 
children and left no immediate descendant, but his place 
in the direction of the library has been worthily taken by 
his nephew, Vincent B. sine. 

Twenty thousand and more volumes are now on the 
shelves of the library, besides several thousand more of con- 
eressional publications, which are placed in a room spe- 
cially appropriated for them. The library is the depository 
for the congressional district in which Morristown is sit- 
uated. Connected with the institution is a light and airy 
school room, used for the preparation of youth for college, 
and capable of seating some sixty scholars. A Jarge hall 
for lectures, concerts, and other entertainments is located 
in the second story, which is wholly used for these purposes. 
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Reading and reference rooms are opened for the use of all 
who desire to read the leading magazines of the day or to 
refer to books. ‘These rooms are opened free to all without 
any charge. Mr. William L. King was the first president, 
and was continued in that position until his death. Since 
that time he has been succeeded by John Whitehead. 
Morristown is rich in Revolutionary memories, and in 
this it is excelled by no other locality in the republic. 
Washington and the patriot army were . 
encamped here during two winters. The 
first encampment was that of 1777, afier 
the first and second battles of Trenton 
and that of Princeton. Washington and 
his victorious soldiers left the battlefield 
of Princeton, January 3, 1777, and 
marched direct to Morristown, arriving 
there Gn the 6th of the same month. The 
commander-in-chief selected the Arnold 
Tavern for his headquarters. This cele- 
brated house was then situated on the 
west side of the “ Green,” and was in the 
occupancy of Major Jacob Arnold, a dis- 





tinguished officer in the Morris County 
pragoon orFiceR. Light Horse Dragoons. ‘The position of 

Innkeeper then was a respectable one in 
the community, and Major Arnold stood high in the econfi- 
dence and esteem of his fellow citizens. Before his time 
a tavern had been kept by Jacob Ford, who, when he re- 
ceived a license, was one of the first judges of the county 
and generally gave the charges to the grand juries. The 
Arnold Tavern was a three-story frame structure, with a 
hall running through its center and two rooms on each side. 
The office and reception rooms of the general were on the 
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south side of this hall; on the other side were the bar and 
dining rooms, with the kitchen in the rear. 

Washington spent the winter here, remaining until the 
early summer. Many of the soldiers were distributed 
among the loyal inhabitants, who opened their hospitable 
homes for their reception. Many built huts on Mount Kem- 
ble, as the elevation was called, extending southward for 
several miles toward Bask- 
ing Ridge, and on the adja- 
cent hills. The winter was 
exceedingly inclement and 
the soldiers suffered great 
hardships. This was a crit- 
ical period in the war. De- 
cisive events were transpir- 
ing in the history of the new 
republic which were des- 
tined to decide its future. 
The battles of Trenton and 
Princeton had determined 
the action of the French gov- 
ernment, and brighter pros- 
pects opened to the view of 
the patriots who were strug- 
gling for freedom. Washing- 
ton and his faithful corps of 
ollicers were not idle while in this first winters stay at 
Morristown. His correspondence with Congress and the 
governors of different States was very voluminous. He 
knew that cabals were attempting to wrest the chief com- 
mand of the army from his grasp; he fully appreciated the 
exigency of the situation; but his tenacious mind and his 
indomitable will preserved the natural serenity of his tem- 
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perament and freed him from those discouragements which 
would have overwhelmed a ian of different mould. 

A powder mill had been built at Morristown, where 
Colonel Jacob ord, Jr, was busily engaged in manufactur- 
ing gunpowder under a contract with Congress, by which 
he agreed to manufacture a certain number of pounds of 
that material in return for a loan made to him by the poy- 
ernment. This mill and the presence of the conmander-in- 
chief at Morristown were great incentives to the enemy to 
destroy the one and capture the other, and frequent «at- 
tempts were made in those directions, but they always 
failed. The soil of Morris County was never pressed by 
the fort of a British or Ilessian soldier except after his 
capture, Colonel Ford, while on parade very soon after 
Washineton’s arrival, was seized with a sudden illness from 
which he never recovered, but died on the 17th of January, 
eee | 

The Arnold Tavern is called in modern histories by otder 
names. In Bryant’s “ Popular Ilistory of the United 
States” it is called the © Freeman” Tavern. De Chastel- 
lue, a Prench traveller, who was in Morristown at the time 
of Washington’s residence there, speaks of this hostelry, 
calls it by its right name, and praises a meal which was 
served to him there. This historic building is still exist- 
ent, saved from destruction by the patriotic efforts of a lady 
now living here, and utilized for the purposes of ATL Souls 
Ifospital, havine, however, been removed nearly a mile 
from its former position. It has been much altered and 
additions made, and has lost most of its former appear- 
ance. 7 

Washington again visited Morristown with his army. in 
the winter of 1779-80.) On this occasion he was welcomed 
by Mrs. Theodosia Ford, the widow of Colonel Jacob ord, 
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Jv., to the elegant mansion which her husband had 
built a few years before the War of the Revolution 
broke out. It was situated on a commanding site east 
of the town, overlooking a charming landscape in what- 
ever direction the view might be taken, and was beyond 
question the most desirable residence in the vicinity. Wash- 
ington reached it on December 1, 1779. This second win- 
ler was more severe even than the first, and the soldiers 





THE ARNOLD TAVERN, 


(First headquarters of Washington at Morristown in 1777.) 


suffered intense hardships. Washington strove to the ut- 
most to alleviate the distress of the Lroops, and Was un- 
wearied in his attempts to afford the men all possible relief. 
The dwelling he occupied, though so capacious, was not 
capable of accommodating the great number of his military 
family and of his own servants and those of his hostess. 
Great inconvenience was felt in the financial condition. 
The Continental currency, consisting simply of the prom- 
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ises of the Congress to pay with no security to the holder, 
depreciated enormously, so that a month’s pay of a soldier 
would hardly provide a day’s provision for his family. At- 
tempts were made by the local authorities to establish a 
regular price for provisions and the common ordinary neces- 
saries of life, but the efforts were fruitless, as all such ex- 
periments have always proved to be. The citizens, espe- 
cially the women, of Morvistown and of the county bravely 
bore the burden imposed upon them 
by the presence of the army. I[uel, 
provisions, forage, clothing, and 
stores of various kinds were fur- 
nished without murmuring to the 
great discomfort of the families of 
the inhabitants, for Morris County 
was patriotic to the core and did 
not hesitate when the demand 
came to aid in succoring “the 
distressed men who were peril- 
ling all for the cause of freedoin. 
Good Parson Johnes’s wife and 
Silas Condict’s wife set the exaim- 
STATUE OF wasuincron In ple of laboring for the velief of the 
WALL STREET, NEW YORK. tyoops. Mrs. Condict kept an old 

fashioned kettle of huge dimen- 
sions filled with a savory stew, steaming hot, hanging from 
the crane in her capacious fireplace, and by its side a bar- 





rel of cider with a pewter mug, to meet the wants of the 
hungry and thirsty soldiers. The parson’s wife knit stock- 
ings for the barefooted men and encouraged others to do 
the same. 

The Ford mansion is still standing, in excellent repair, 
unchanged from what it was when occupied by Washing: 
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ton, but filled to overflowing with mementos of the great 
man who once slept within its walls, and of the great war 
Which he conducted to a successful termination. ‘The edi- 


fice and the grounds around it have been purchased by a 


number of patriotic gentlemen for the purpose of presery- 





UNIFORMS OF BRITISH OFFICERS, 1776-79. 


ing them as memorials of the presence of Washington at 
Morristown. They have gathered an immense number of 
articles connected with and commemorative of those times 
when the new born republic was in such peril. The pur- 
chasers became incorporated by a special act of the Legisla- 
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ture of New Jersey, in addition to which an annual appro- 
priation of twelve hundred dollars is made by the State for 
the purpose of aiding the association. 

Morristown is remarkable in other directions. It was 
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some very important and necessary improvements of his 
own. Ifis father, Stephen Vail, at that time was a laree 
iron manufacturer at Speedwell, near Morristown, where 
wmple opportunity could be given for experiments. 

Morse was invited to put up his poles and string his wires 
at Speedwell. Three miles of poles were erected and the 
necessary Wires strung. On January 6, 1838, messages were 
sent over these wires by electricity, and the practicability of 
transmitting messages by that motive power for indefinite 
distances was demonstrated beyond doubt. The imventor 
amd Mr. Vail were little aware of what possibilities there 
were in the future for their invention, But Alfred Vail has 
not received the honor he deserved for his part in the enter- 
prise. He is now dead, but he went to his grave with the 
full consciousness that injustice had been done to him. Ile 
Was, however, a modest man, and chose rather to suffer 
wrong than to resort to courts to be righted. 

Speedwell at one time was notable for other achieve- 
ments in the iron manufacture.  llere, in 1819, was made 
the boiler used in the machinery which propelled the first 
steam vessel across the Atlantic. The Hnelish newspapers, 
especially the London Times, noticed in glowing terms the 
arrival of this boat, the “Savannah,” in one of their ports, 
and deseribed its beautiful proportions, the elegant and com- 
fortable provision made for the passengers in their state- 
rooms, the wonderful speed of the vessel, and its ability to 
move in any direction without the aid of sails. 
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CHAPTER X11 


HANOVER TOWNSHIP 


ma ANOVER TOWNSHIP was established by the order 

a) 06oof the County Court in March, 1740, the year after 
Morris County was formed. It is bounded on the 
“north by the Pequannock River, which divides it 
from Boonton and Montville, east by the Passaic River and 
Montville, south by Morristown and Chatham, and west by 
Rockaway. It is one of the largest in the county, contain- 
ing 29,747 acres. The ground in the eastern part is eeneral- 
ly level, slightly inclining towards the river, with some oeca- 
sional low erounds, but all easily cultivated. In the west 
are found some considerable elevations. extending north- 
erly, nearly through the center of the township, are very 
extensive tracts of meadow land, some of which pass over 
from Morris Township, such as the Blaek and Beach Mead- 
ows. The Troy and Lee Meadows, however, are confined ex- 
clusively to ITanover. A portion of Hatfield Swamp crosses 
the river, extending from Caldwell in Essex County. here 
are about three thousand acres of this character of land. 
They are valuable possessions for the farmer, affording 
crops of excellent grass, and are easily drained and culti- 





vated. 

Hanover was at one time connected with ITunterdon Coun- 
ty, forming part of what is now Morris when that was one 
township and called Hanover, and retained at its formation 
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as a township in 17-0 the name Tfanover, then including a 
much larger extent of country than is now within its bounds, 
It is well watered by several streams, some of which come 
from other parts of the county; others have their entire 
course in Tlanover. The Pequannock skirts its whole 
northern boundary and is a most important streain. It 
and its greatest tributary, Whippany, rise in Morris; Black 
Brook comes in from Chatham and joins its waters with the 
Whippany. Troy, Stony, and Parsippany Brooks are Lan- 
over streams, as are several other streamlets, which all, in 
one way or another, finally end their course in the Passaic. 

The population of this township is. mostly agricultural 
and generally permanent in their residence. Lying 
outside of all railroad facilities for travel, it has not in- 
creased either in population or in manufactures, or in the 
Valuation of its real estate in the same proportions as other 
municipalities. Before railroads were laid it lad, com- 
paratively speaking, iInore appliances for freighting goods 
and produce and for ordinary travel than now. . Two evreat 
turnpikes ran through the township, over which any kind 
of freight could be transported to markets, but at the pres- 
ent the course of travel and transportation has been 
changed. Efforts are now being made by which, in the near 
future, the railroud may be brought to the doors of the 
people, when a change will come and greater prosperity 
awaken them to their possibilities. 

The villages in Hanover are Whippany, Malapardis, Mor- 
ris Plains, Monroe, Littleton, Mount Tabor, Old Boonton, 
Parsippany, Troy or Troy Ilills, Lanover, and I[Lanover 
Creek, all within the bounds of the Passaic Valley. Whip- 
pany, or Hanover as it was once called, is the most impor- 
tant of these, Tts present tithe, derived from the river, was 
spelled. Whipanong, the Indian name given to the stream, 
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upon both sides of which the village is situated. Ttis essen- 
lially a manufacturing locality of nearly if mot quite one 
thousand people, sustained by the factories and mills find- 
ing advantageous sites for utilizing profitably the water 
power of the river. There are three churches here : Presby- 
terian, Methodist, and Catholic. Factories for manufactur: 
ing paper and bricks have been established for several years, 
and some other mills find profitable employment. A. rail- 
road now running from Morristown to Whippany, used ex- 
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DEPARTURE OF THE BRITISH TROOPS. 


tensively for carrying freight, has been lately built, and is 
alfording excellent facilities. for this growing and interest- 
ine down. In the near future this road may become an im- 
portant viaduct for travel and transportation to the ereat 
emporituns in the vicinity. 

The possibilities of Whippany cannot be estimated or 
forecasted, but it is certainly within the bounds of proba- 
bility that greater success may reward the efforts of its lead- 
ing men. 
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One of the most interesting features of New England life 
is the introduction of the library system of education into 
their manufacturing towns and even their small villages. 
This method of instructing the masses, whose advantage 
in that direction in early life were meagre, and who are 
eager in maturer days to acquire knowledge, is one of the 
most practical of public blessings of this time, and has 
been fully appreciated by some far reaching benevolent 
minds. One of these institutions has been introduced into 
Whippany, through the exertions of Mr. H. C. Reynolds, one 
of the leading citizens of that town. It belongs to the Pas- 
saic Valley and to its people as well as to the town where it 
is located, and deserves all honor. In 1893 a large corner lot 
was purchased for the purpose of “The Whipanong Hall 
and Library Association,” as this institution is called, and 
under which name it has been incorporated. The design 
of its founders is to promote the intellectual, social, and 
recreative interests of the community, with especial and 
primary reference to the intellectual part of the plan. The 
lot bought for that purpose was properly graded, and on it 
has been erected a commodious one-story building, thirty- 
five by fifty-two feet, with basement designed for general 
public uses. Tere the elections of the precinct are held; 
the town officers and the Board of Registration meet here 
for the transaction of public business. A library room of 
vood dimensions, with (wo thousand volumes of well se- 
lected books on its shelves, known as “ The Mrs. J. W. Rob- 
erts Memorial,” occupies a large part of the main room or 
hall, with a stage at one end. The postoffice of the town is 
located in the basement, the postmaster acting as librarian 
and general caretaker of the whole building. A large part 
of the funds necessary for the purchase of the lot, its prepa- 


‘ation for the building, and the erection of the building 
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itself has been provided by the generosity of the citizens of 
the town and of some gentlemen who were born in Whip- 
pany, but have removed elsewhere—especially Kdward I. 
C. Young, of Jersey City, A. K. Ely, of New York City, and 
Silas Tuttle, of Brooklyn. Mr. Jonathan W. Roberts, of 
Morris Plains, George EK. Voorhees, of Morristown, and 
about sixty others, citizens of Hanover, have contributed 
uso in money and materials. The whole amount thus 
raised is three thousand dollars. At the front angle of the 
lot, on the street, a flag pole one hundred feet high has been 
planted, from which floats the national emblem of the re- 
publie. 

The founders hope soon to extend their plan, add to the 


building 


@, increase the library room and the number of vol- 


umes, and make further provision for the wants of the com- 
munity, making intellectual improvement always the fore- 
most object of their attention. here are many other locali- 
ties in the valley where this good example might well be 
followed. 

The utilization of that subtle element, electricity, has 
lately received much attention from scientists. ‘There are 
some who do not hesitate to assert that, in the very near 
future, it is to be the motive power of-the world. Man has 
already laid his hand on this hitherto elusive and marvellous 
force, made it subservient to his will, and obliged it to do 
his bidding. What are to be its possibilities, what may it be 


made to perform, who can foresee or prophesy? The plan 


has lately been formed of utilizing electricity in an enter- 
prise which, if carried out, will have its main operations in 
the Valley of the Passaic. It is the construction of a “ high 
speed, standard gauge electric railway ” practically through 
the length and breadth of the valley. Unlike other electric 


roads, its projectors do not propose to occupy any ligh- 
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ways and will have but few, if any, grade crossings, and in 
no way interfere with the free use for vehicles of all kinds 
over newly laid macadumized roads, for the construction 
of which so much money has been expended. 

The plan as now outlined is extensive and far reaching. 
It is proposed to make, for the present, Newark the be- 
ginning point, thence pass over a private right of way, pro- 
cured by purchase, or condemnation if necessary, through 
such towns as Connecticut Farms, Springfield, Short Hills, 
Summit, Hanover, Whippany, Parsippany, Boonton, Rocka- 
way, and Dover, and terminate at Lake HLlopatcong and Den- 
mark, with connecting lines on the west to Morristown and 
Mendham and on the east to Caldwell and Montclair. A 
further part of the plan is to make connections with exist- 
ing traction systems of three hundred miles in Mssex, THud- 
son, and Union Counties, and wherever practicable with 
established. lines of ordinary railroads. It is claimed = by 
the promoters of this road that means of forwarding freight 
und transporting passenevers from their doors to the great 
emporiums can be afforded at cheap rates and by rapid 
transit by this new system of electric road, and also that 
through this mode of travel and transportation, by reason 
of its facilities, the price cf coal and other necessaries of life 
will be cheapened, and the expense of travel for ordinary 
passengers lessened. 

The greatest claim made on the citizens of the valley for 
support, however, is this: that those portions, which do not 
now have the benefits of railroads, by this plan will enjoy 
more advantages than though they could hear the scream 
of the steam whistle in their residences, as the introduction 
of this electric road, bringing it to the very doors of the in- 
habitants, will be the means of increasing the prosperity 
Of all conmmunities near or on its track, of appreciating the 
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value of property, and stimulating generally all avenues of 
trade. The plan emanates from the busy brain of Ma. IL ©. 
Reynolds, the founder of the “ Whipanong ” Tlall and = Li- 
brary Association, who has given the subject the greatest at- 
tention, and has taken practical steps in developing the sys- 
tem, such as obtaining a charter, securing rights of- way, 
and making surveys. ? 

The history of Whippany is interesting for many reasons, 
especially for the character of its early settlers and the influ- 
ence they had in directing the subsequent events which oc- 
curred in the 
county, in 
church, and 
State. Its set- 
tlement was 
undoubtedly 
the result) of 
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Neck, or Caldwell, and who suggested the purchase of that 
locality to the town meeting of Newark. [ron ore was to be 
found on the other side of the Passaic, and emigrants sought 
to reach the promised land. They came from Newatk, from 
Mlizabethtown, and the settlements adjoining, Whippany 
wits reached; the beauty of its location and the advantages 
of the stream were seen and appreciated, and theve these 
new comers pitched their tents. The ore was found at or near 
Succasunna, some fifteen or Owenty miles distant. Irom 
there it was transported on the backs of horses to the forge 
wt Whippany, and manufactured into iron, which was car- 
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ried in the same primitive Inanner to market. his was 
in the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

Ifere the first Presbyterian Church in the county was 
built. The story of that organization has already been part- 
ly related in these pages. The descendants of a few of 
these first settlers, if names are any indication, still linger 
in Whippany, such as Tuttle, Cook, Bates, Young, Shipman, 
and Ifreeman, and possibly Mills and Howell; but the 
larger part of the population bear names not carried there 
by any of the original immigrants. | 

Morris Plains is situated on a tableland elevated many 
feet above Morris Green, and embraces a large extent of 
country several miles square. The village proper is gath- 
ered in the central part of this tableland and south of the 
depot of the railroad, but the locality called Morris Plains 
stretches out from this central point in every direction. It 
is really situated in two townships, Morris and ITanover, 
but the larger part of it, especially that most thickly settled, 
including the State Asylum for the Insane, les within the 
bounds of TIanover. Many wealthy persons have selected 
grounds in and near this locality for country and permanent 
residences, and lavished taste and money in their embellish- 
ment. <A few of these may be mentioned: Richard A. Me- 
Curdeg, Mrs. Stephen Whitney, Byron Sherman, Jonathan 
W. Roberts, George B. Raymond, Charles M. Marsh, and 
ht. A. Granniss. 

On the west side of Morris Plains and in the southwest 
corner of Hanover stands the stately pile of buildings 
erected by the commonwealth as a hospital for the insane, 
at an original cost of $2,500,000, of sufficient size to accom- 
modate eight hundred patients. Additions have sinee been 
made at a cost of about $100,000 for six hundred patients 
more, Some peculiar advantages aided in the erection, as 
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the stone used was quarried on the grounds. This institu- 
tion was incorporated under the title of the State Hospital 
at Morris Plains, and was opened formally for the recep- 
tion of patients on the 17th of August, 1876. Prior to that 
time an asylum had been located at or near Trenton, the 
capital of the State, but it had not been able for many years 
to accommodate the increasing number of applicants for 
admission, and it became an imperative necessity to make 
arrangements with asylums of neighboring States for the 
reception of these wards of the State. 

A new institution was then incorporated and Morris 
Plains selected as the spot where its practical operation 
should be conducted. This selection was eminently proper, 
for no healthier locality could have been chosen, and it had 
other advantages which were not overlooked. Several 
years were employed in the erection of the necessary build- 
ines, and when they were completed the citizens of New 
Jersey were justly proud of the success of the undertaking. 
The most scrupulous care was exercised in every detail con- 
nected with the structures, the most distinguished architects 
to be found in the country being employed, and the whole 
work was placed under the supervision of a body of citizens 
whose experience and knowledge peculiarly fitted them for 
the performance of their duties. Among these were Hon. 
Francis 8. Lathrop, Hon. George A. TLalsey, and Hon. 
George Vail, now dead, All ook the deepest interest in the 
work.;; | | 

It is confidently asserted that there is no structure of 
the kind whose appliances are better adapted to the. purpose 
for which they were erected, and it would seem as if the 
ingenuity of man was exhausted in providing everything 
necessary for the comfort and happiness of the unfortunate 
beings who are the recipients of this munificent bounty. 
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The Rev. James M. Buckley, D.D., who for several years has 
been one of the managers, and who has been in almost 
every part of the globe, unequivocally declared, in a late 
general report prepared by himself, that there is nowhere 
so large and complete an institution of the kind. 
The circumference of the whole erection is one mile and 
a quarter. Six hundred acres of land are attached to the 
hospital, affording ample means for the growth of fruits 
and vegetables sufficient for the needs of the inmates. Pure 
cool water is collected into reservoirs formed by two moun- 
tain streams issuing from natural springs, and distributed 
into the buildines. Besides these appliances other means 
are employed to secure at all times an abundance of the 
precious fluid. The sanitary arrangements are as perfect 
as could) possibly be devised. The whole institution is 
under the supervision of the Hon. Moses Ik. Everitt; the 
medical department is in charge of B. D. Evans, M.D., as 
dircetor, The general affairs of the institution are placed 
by the State in the control of a very competent board of 
managers, of Whom Patrick Farrelly, of Morristown, is presi- 
dent, and Charles IL. Green, also of Morristown, secretary. 
The present number of patients is 1,400. Mhe annual ex- 
pemses, according to the report of 1900, was about $250,000, 
which is met by appropriations from the State. 
This noble institution so far has met the wants of the 
State, but itis feared that soon its accommodations, ample 
as if was supposed at first to meet every exigency, will fail. 
The indigent patient first receives the fostering care of the 
management; then, if there be room, those who, or whose 
relatives, are able to pay are received; but no one is ad- 
-mitted who is not an actual resident of New Jersey. 
Mount Pabor, on the western edge of Hanover Township, 
is a small town of summer residences where the dwellings 
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climb up several elevations, some of them crowning the 
hill tops. Its residents are mostly confined to those of the 
Methodist faith, and very few remain during the winter. 
It is an incorporated town, with borough privileges, and 
is under the control of a board of trustees, the majority of 
Whom are clergymen of that denomination. During the 
summer season the number of visitors swells into the thou- 
sands, for whose pleasure and coinfort ample provision is 
made. A large hall or audience room is used for meetings, 
which, during the season, are held every day and evening. 
Almost every variety of structure for the abode of man can 
be found here, from the flapping tent to the costly and ele- 
gant residence. Strict rules are enforecd providing for the 
proper behavior of all residents and visitors. No saloon 
can be opened within its bounds, and no ardent spirits of 
any kind can be sold. It is largely patronized by others 
than the followers of John Wesley, and during the heated 
season it is one of the busiest of busy places. ° 
Malapardis, Hanover, Troy Ilills, and Hanover Neck are. 
hamlets, each a small collection of dwelling houses denot- 
ing thrift and comfort. Monroe is also a hamlet stretching 
over from Morris Township into the southern edge of Han- 
over. Most of these localities are provided with school 
houses. At Hanover is a Presbyterian Church remarkable 


for the nuinber of distinguished clergymen who have minis- 


tered to the different congregations worshipping in this his- 
toric edifice. At first this ecclesiastical organization was 
established at Whippany, but in 1755 the congregation was 
divided and two church structures were built, one at Han- 
over and one at Parsippany. At that time the Rev. Jacob 
Green was pastor of the Whippany church, and after the 
division he became the minister of both congregations, re- 
siding, however, at Hanover, In 1760 his tabors were con- 
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fined to the last named place, and the congregation at Par- 
sippany selected another clergyman, Dr. Green was an 





extraordinary man—a mnan of affairs as well as a preacher. 
He drew the wills of his parishioners, their deeds and their 
contracts, settled their estates, acted as their legal adviser, 
and arbitrated their differences. To eke out his small 
salary he became the physician of the country and teacher 
of his neighbors’ children. | Ile also engaged in the business 
of milling and distilling. Some wag addressed a letter to 
him in this manner: 
To the Rev. Jacob Green, Preacher, 
And the Rev. Jacob Green, Teacher ; 
To the Rev. Jacob Green, Doctor, 
And the Rev. Jacob Green, Proctor ; 
To the Rev. Jacob Green, Miller, 
And the Rey. Jacob Green, Distiller. 


In 1776 he was a representative with Silas Condict from 
Morris County in the Provincial Congress of New Jersey 
and becaine chairman of the committee charged with the 
duty of preparing a constitution for the infant State. The 
other members of the committee were John Cleves Symmes, 
afterward an associate justice of the Supreme Court, and 
Jonathan D. Sergcant, both able lawyers. ‘he committee 
was appointed June 24, 1776, and reported a draft of a con- 
stitution July 2, 1776. It has always been admitted by his- 
torians that Dr. Green was the author of this remarkable 
document, which was adopted almost unanimously by the 

songress. Under this organic law the State of New Jersey 
acted for more than sixty years and prospered. 

Dr. Green was the father of Ashbel Green, once president 
of the College of New Jersey, and the grandfather of Rob- 
ert Stockton Green, at one time governor of the State. 

The Rey, Aaron Condit was also pastor of this Ifanover 
church for thirty-six years, succeeding Dr. Green. He was 
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the father of four distinguished clergymen, one of thein a 
professor in the Theological Seminary at Auburn. The 
Rev. John Mills Johnson, a Morris County man, for twenty- 
one years ministered to this people, and now the Rey. J. A. 
Ferguson, D.D., since 1869 has been the beloved and hon- 
ored minister of this church. 

Parsippany is a village of rather rambling proportions, 
stretching along the road once the main route of travel in 
this section, It contains a population of about three hun- 
dred, mostly farmers and permanent residents. There are 
two churches at this town: a Presbyterian, an offshoot of 
that first formed at Whippany, and a Methodist, and also 
a’ laree two-story public school house. The names once 
prominent here were Ikitchell, Fairchild, Tuttle, Baldwin, 
Bowlsby, Cooper, Cobb, Farrand, Righter, Smith, Condict, 
and TTowell, some of whose descendants are now living here, 
The IKitchells, Abraham and Aaron, were prominent in the 
early settlement of this part of Morris during the Trevo- 
lution and also during the carly times of the State. Sey- 
eral of the name took an earnest part in the war Aaron 
was foremost in his opposition to British oppression, a mem- 
ber of the committee of safety, a congressinan, and after: 
ward a United States senator. 

Rhoda Farrand, the wife of a soldier in. the army, 
one of the shivering, suffering mass of. humanity en- 
camped at Morristown, has been immortalized in song for 
her patriotic deeds. News came to her from her husband 
that the men of his company, who were mostly “ neigh- 
bors’ sons ” from Parsippany and its vicinity, were shocless 
and stockingless. She had been left at home with her three 
children, two dauehters and a son, to care for the farm. 
Their horses had been taken for the use of the army and a 
pair of young steers was the only means at her hand which 
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she could use to visit her neighbors. The letter from her 
husband came on ‘Thursday. She immediately ordered 
her son to yoke up the steers, and, seating herself on a chair 
in a two-wheeled cart, her only vehicle, with her needles in 
hand and a ball of yarn, she passed round to her neighbors 
at Hanover, old Boonton, and other places, giving them the 
letter to read. That was enough. The women all over 
the neighborhood set to work and naught was heard but 
the click of the needle. When she returned home at night 


one pair of stockings was done, The next day she went 


in another direction and roused the sympathy and patriot- 
isin of the women there, and on the second night when she 
reached her home another pair of stockings was done. In 
the meantime the two girls left behind had been at work 
busily doing their share of the mereiful deed. The yarn 
vave out, and a cosset was killed and its fleece carded and 
spun and the stockings grew apace. On Sunday good Par- 
son Green preached to empty seats, the pious women of his 
parish being too busy doing God’s work in another direc- 
tion to give him the devout attention he always received. 
On Monday morning the stockings came pouring in upon 
Mistress Rhoda, and in her cart, with her son Nat driving 
the steers, she went to the camp with one hundred and thir- 
ty-cight pairs of woollen stockings “knit up to the knee,” 
and her husband’s company, every man of them, that dary 
blessed this plicky, patriotic Jittle woman, whose name 
should ever be remembered. General Washington, hearing 
the shout raised in Rhoda’s honor, rode up to lear the cause 
of the commotion, and, when told, raised his hat and 
thanked Mrs. Parrand for himself and his men. But, says 
the song, the sweetest reward she received was what her 
husband said to her, with glistening, tearmstained eyes 
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raised to his wife enthroned in her ox cart: “ Rhoda, I knew 
you would do it.” | 

Andrew B. Cobb was a fair representative of the citizens 
of Hanover of more modern times. He was the son of 
Colonel Lemuel Cobb, a civil engineer and a self-made man, 
and was born in 1804. Ife died in 18738, in the house 
built by his father, in which he was born and where 
he lived all his life, situated on the corner of the two 
main roads crossing each other at Parsippany. LEarly in 
life he took an active interest in public affairs, and, being 
wu man of fortune, perhaps the largest landowner in the 
county, was enabled to follow the bent of his inclination 
Without sacrificing his own interest. Ile was twice elected 
to the lower house of the Legislature, and was once a State 
senator, representing Morris County. Ile was also ap- 
pointed a judge of the county courts fora term of five years. 
In all these positions he evinced a capacity to grasp-the 
questions submitted to him for action. [le was a man of 
tenacious convictions, of resolute will, of Some peculiarities, 
of strong prejudices, a firm, lasting friend, of excellent 
judgment and good sound common sense. His patriotism 
was unquestioned, and in all his dealings with his fellow- 
men he was just and honorable. A son, Andrew Lemuel, 
represents him in the community where he lived so long. 

General J. Condit Smith, born in this vicinity and a resi- 
dent here for many years, was a man of distinction in his 
time. Ile was connected with the Union Army during the 
War of the Rebellion and rose to the rank of general. After 
the war he became largely interested in different railroads 
in the country. IJlis daughter, an intrepid traveller, was in 
China and a guest in the family of Minister Conger at 
Peking during the recent terrible experiences of the lega- 
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tions at that city. She survived the privations of the siege 
and is now living in this country. 

The historic mansion and grounds called Beaverwyck, 
once occupied by a member of the Boudinot family, prom- 
inent in New Jersey during the Revolution, are now owned 
by Benjamin 8S. Condit, one of the Condit family still so 
numerous in Morris, who has resided there for many years. 

Old Boonton is identified somewhat with the Revolution- 
ary War and with the presence of Washington at Morris- 


town. A German family of the name of Faesch, then resi- | 


dent of this locality, were earnest patriots. A foundry un- 
der their care was established here for casting cannon and 
cannon balls. It is common tradition that the commander- 
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ON THE MARCH, 


in-chief frequently extended his rides to this romantic spot 
to inspect the important operations there conducted. The 
locality was theu an important one on account of its rela- 


- tions with military affairs, and it was then a busy place. 


It is situated in a deep ravine, through which the Rockaway 
ltiver dashes in an angry torrent, foaming over its rocky 
bed. The descent was made on both sides by a road passing 
steeply down into the narrow vale, but now a substantial 
bridge spans the abyss, rendering the spot, if possible, more | 
romantic than ever. ‘his portion of the township is very 
sparsely settled, but a large manufacturing establishment, 
lately located there, may lead to more progressive activity. 
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ITanover Neck and Hanover are both situated directly on 
the river a few miles apart. Hanover is a thickly settled 
Village, the dwelling houses clustering on both sides of the 
road, which crosses the river at this point by what is known 
as Cook’s Bridge. Ifanover Neck is more sparsely settled, 
the dwellines being farther apart. Both communities are 
agricultural in their interests, with no manufactures. ‘The 
old names most common at Ianover and ILanover Neck are 
Cook, ly, ILopping, Ikkitchell, Tuttle, Young, and Condit, 
all of which still survive there. The Passaic at Tlanover 
Neck is spanned by the Swineficld Bridge, which for nearly 
a century has obtaimed a prominence as a landinark recog- 
nized by all travellers in this part of the country. 

David Young, the almanac maker, was born near Hanover 
Neck in 1781. He early showed his inclination for mathe- 
matical studies, and at one time solved a problem which 
had defied the efforts at solution of many eminent mathe- 
maticnns, The’ barmerv’s Alinanac,? in the beeinning of 
the nineteenth century considered a household necessity, 
was compiled by him. for many years. 

The very great majority of the inhabitants of Hanover 
Township are descendants of the first settlers, and there is 
perhaps less interjection of foreign element in that locality 
than inany part of Morris County. The first settlers repre- 
sented the best qualities of Christian manhood, and these 
characteristics have descended to the present inhabitants of 
Hanover in a peculiar degree. They are a church-attend- 
ing, God-fearing people, and in their intercourse and deal- 
ines with their fellowmen are governed by the principles 
of strict integrity. While providing for their moral and 
religious wants they have not been unmindful of the mental 
culture of their youth, and school houses and academics 
abound in their communities. 
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MONTVILLE AND VICINITY 


rye ONTVILLE, in Morris County, was formed in 1867, 
and is ener on the north by Pequannock, east 
by Pequannock and the Passaic River, south by 
Boonton and the Rockaway River, which sepa- 
rates it from Tanover, and west by Boonton and Pequan- 
nock. It contains 11,802 acres of rolling land, some of ex- 
eellent soil, but in its eastern boundary, near the P ASSAIC, 
it assumes a rough and mountainous character, being there 
wlinost entirely, except in the immediate vicinity of the 
river, covered by the Towakhow or IHlook Mountain range. 
This range extends through the whole of the township on its 
east, and is a remarkable feature in the geology of the State, 


reference being often made to it as a point of observation 


by the State geologists In their annual reports. 


In the southern part the Hatfield Swamp extends from 
Caldwell, in Issex, to Pine Brook, and envelops a consider- 
able tract of land bordering directly on the Passaic. In the 
central eastern part and still on the river a portion of the 
“ Great Piece” Meadows, from Caldwell, invades the town- 
ship, and in the northern part the Bog and Vly Meadows, 
from Pequannock, pass down in very irregular sections as 
far as Whitehall. 
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176 THE PASSAIC VALLEY 


Like Ifanover, Montville is an agricultural township, and 
its population is also mostly permanent, but it does not in- 
crease in the same ratio as other municipalities in the coun- 
ty. It has four villages beside Montville: Pine Brook, 
Whitehall, Taylortown, and Beavertown or Lincoln Park. 

Montville is the largest settlement in the township and is 
Situated in the central western part near the Boonton line. 
It is rather a compactly built and very pleasant town of 
several hundred inhabitants. Through it runs a small 
creek, called by the strange name of Uyle Kill, the name 
originating, as is supposed, from the fact that on the banks 
of this stream in early times were several large trees to 
which owls in great numbers resorted. The first settlers 
were Holland Dutch, whose pronunciation of the word owl 
sounded like uyle, hence the name of the brook. 

This stream affords some water power, which has always 
been utilized since the earliest settlement of Montville. It 


is an exceedingly tortuous stream, and adds greatly ta the: 


fertility of its valley. Besides the Passaic and Rockaway, 
Which skirt portions of the boundary lines of Montville, 
other streams, some mere streamlets, run over the land, 
all seeking their way either to the Passaic or Rockaway. 
There are four churches in the township: two Reformed 
and two Methodist. The two Reformed congregations are 
located at Montville, one Methodist at Pine Brook, and the 
other at Whitehall. The older church at Montville has a 
very peculiar history. It was first organized at old Boonton 
about the year 1756, and there it remained in a feeble, strug- 
vling condition until 1818, when the edifice was torn down 
and a new one erected at Montville. This in turn has since 
been demolished, and has given place to the present new 
and substantial structure. In 1824 doctrinal dissensions 
arose, and a number of the members broke off from their 
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ecclesiastical connection and formed a new church, which 
they called “ The True Reformed Dutch Church,” by which 
name it was incorporated. <A plot of ground for the site 
of an edifice was donated by one of the seceders upon con- 
dition that the strictest Calvinistic doctrines should be 
maintained in the creed and worship of the new congrega- 
tion. In 1856 a new edifice was erected to meet the require- 
nents of this society. 

The frequent recurrences of names of resident families, 
giving undoubted evidence of their origin, is the only means 
by which any information can be gained of the race and 
prior dwelling places of the original settlers. They were 
certainly Hollanders, and came from the Dutch settlements 
in New York. But it cannot be determined when these first 
immigrants came to Montville. Like most of these early 
settlements no records were kept, and it is only occasionally, 
and often in the most peculiar manner, that glimpses of in- 
formation may be gained, scraps of knowledge gathered 
here and there, which, pieced to one another, may enable 
the historian to make some shrewd guesses of what may 
have been the true state of affairs when the tirst imii- 
grants crossed the Passaic and made lodgment in its west- 
ern valley. They never came in numbers, bringing with 
them their minister and their church records, as in the case 
of Newark. 

Some adventurous spirit with a wife as energetic and 
courageous as himself braved the wilderness and its dan- 
vers, found a spot suited to his tastes, perhaps by a brawling 
stream, or Clear, pellucid spring, or fertile vale, or a shel- 
tered nook, and there reared his log cabin. Others soon fol- 
lowed, profiting by the bravery and sagacity of the first 
settler, and discovering the beauty or advantages of the lo- 


cation. It was in this manner that this broad western con- 
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tinent has been peopled, and it is through the daring and 
enterprise of the Anglo-Saxon that this republic has been 
made what it is. 

The names most often found in Montville are Van Duyne, 
Van Ness, Van Riper, Vanderhoof, Vreeland, Zeliff, Duryea, 
and Doremus, all of Dutch origin. 

The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad’ passes 
almost directly through the center of Montville, us does also 
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FIRST VIEW OF NEW AMSTERDAM, 


the Morris Canal. This great canal project was one of the 
enterprises of the beginning of the nineteenth century. It 
had its origin in the fertile brain of George P. MacCullough, 
w native of LHindostan, but born of Scotch parents. Te was 
a citizen of Morris County, dwelling at Morristown, where 
his descendants, not in name, but in blood, are to be found 
at this time in the Miller and Keasbey families. The canal 
was begun about seventy-five years ago, and gave at first 
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quite an impetus to industries of Morris County. It entered 
Montville Township at Beavertown, now known as Lincoln 
Park, and passed into what is now Boonton ‘Township 
through the villages of Beavertown, Whitehall, and Mont- 
Ville. 

In the beginning of the nineteenth century there. were 
very few, if any, anufactures in the Towuship of Pequan- 
nock, which then included the whole of Montville and Boon- 
ton. There was, however, one kind of manufacture then 
pursued, and quite industriously, and that was distilling. 
Apples were abundant, the temperance reform movement 
had not then swept over the land and opened the eyes of 
the people to the evils of intemperance, and the use of apple 
whiskey was universal and distilleries abounded. But 
when the prospect of this new and cheap method of trans- 
porting goods to market materialized, and it was settled 
that it was about to be brought to their very doors, the farm- 
ers of this part of the county in a measure awoke to the 
possibilities of their future and to the advantages of their 
location. There had been some few sawmills and. erist- 
mills, sufficient, perhaps, to meet the demands of the sparse 
population, In fact these necessary appliances ' for the 
needs of the first immigrants were among the first struct- 
ures. They were rude affairs, using the incomplete machin- 
ery of the time. But the early set (ers required Twmiber and 
limber for their dwellings, and when they had grown their 
erain and their corn it must be ground into flour and meal 
for their own consumption. 

There is no certainty as to the date when Montville vil- 
lage was first settled, but there are records which makes it 
an established fact that it must have been early in the 
eighteenth century. Lumphrey Davenport came to Mont- 


ville, or to its vicinity, as early as 1714. A granddaughter 
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of his was married January 1, (754, to Jacob Bovie, and it is 
recorded in the church records at Acquackanonk that she 
was born at “ Uyle Ixill.”) The records of Pequannock show 
that on October 2, 1745, a road was laid out “ from the cor- 
ner at Cornelius Doremus’s to the corner at Nicholas ILyl- 
er’s, and thence along the line between Hyler and Peter 
I'redericks to a white oak tree, and thence across the brook, 
and thence as the path goeth to Michael Cook’s mill.” 

It will be noticed that these records establish indubitably 
three certain facts: one, the origin of the first settlers of 
Montville, their names found in these records, with one ex- 





DUTCH COUNTRY PEOPLE, 


ception, being all Holland; second, this section of country 
was settled sometime early in the eighteenth century, prob- 
ably as early as 17105 and, third, there was a mill of some 
kind, doubtless a grist mill, as carly as 1745, probably much 
earlier, possibly in 1720. 

Late in the eighteenth century distilleries and cider mills 
had been in use in Montville, and for several years an ex- 
tensive business was carried on in the manufacture of cider 
and distilling of cider brandy or apple whiskey, as it was 
called. In 1812 a tannery and bark mill were erected at 
Montville village, which at that time was a hamlet with 
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about sixteen dwelling houses, two bark mills and tanner- 
ies, three saw mills, one grist mill, a cider mill and distil- 
lery, a blacksmith shop, and a carpenter and wheelwright 
shop. These appliances for industrial employments denote 
that the village must then have been a center of trade for 
the surrounding country. It has not lost any of its activity, 
but is still a thriving and busy place. 

The names of the present inhabitants give proof that the 
old Dutch element of population has in a great measure 
viven way to another, which now takes the lead in public 
fairs. The names of Pierson, Baldwin, Cook, and Miller 
abound. It is a well settled fact that the Piersons, Bald- 
wins, and Cooks came from Caldwell, in HMssex County, in 
the eighteenth century, and established themselves here. 
With them came representatives of the Dod and Condit fam- 
ilies. ‘There are, however, some descendants of old Dutch 
families still resident here who trace their lineage back to 
Ifolland ancestors, such as Kanouse, Zabriskie, Doremus, 
Van Duyre, and Jacobus. 

The hopes which were at first entertained of the great 
benefit to be yained by the inhabitants from the construc- 
tion of the canal were never realized, and the few manufae- 
tories which sprung up languished and died. The canal, in 
fact, was not intended by its projectors to be used for the 
carriage of manufactured commodities. They expected to 
realize remuneration for their outlay in its construction in 
the freightage of iron and coal from the mines in Pennsyl- 
vania. The demand for both of those articles had become 
an established fact, and the acute mind of Mr. MacCullough, 
its real founder, had forecasted the future when the City of 
New York and its vicinity would almost entirely depend 
upon this mode of transportation to bring these two neces- 
sary products within their reach. 
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The people of Montville, when they ascertained the failure 
of their expectations, wisely turned their attention to their 
farms and utilized what was at their hand. There were 
some natural products of the earth stored away by nature 
for the use of man, ready for him when the time came to 
meet his needs. Limestone of excellent quality and very 
white has been quarried in the northern part of the town- 
ship in large quantities, and used at Boonton to supply the 
furnaces there, and also for agricultural and other pur- 
poses. A quarry of red sandstone, belonging at one time 
to John LU. Vreeland, a lineal descendant of Llartman Vree- 
land, one of the first settlers, was 
found near the Pequannock line, 
and considerable quantities of 
stone taken from it. Rocks were 
quarried here of great size with 
the apparent tracks of a bird as 
laree as an. ostrich on thei, 
Specimens of these rocks are de- 





posited in the geological museum 
SEAL OF NEW AMSTERDAM. at Trenton. Some asbestos and 
some good specimens of serpen- 

tine have also been found in portions of the township. 

But the greatest source of gain to the population has been 
their farms of excellent soil, upon which they have been 
enabled to raise good CLOps, MOLE than sufficient for their 
own wants, and also to increase their stock of cattle. In 
this manner they have been able to send large quantities of 
milk and other farm products to Newark. 

Taylortown is a very Small hamlet named after one of its 
principal inhabitants. Several roads come together here, 
and pass out into different parts of the township. The dis- 


trict school house is situated at this locality, affording facili- 
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ties for a common school education to the children of a very 
sparse population, almost entirely agricultural in their pur- 
suits ‘and seattered over a large district. 

Whitehall is a village of larger size, with a school 
house and a | 
postoflice, in 
the northeast- 
ern part of 
Montville, 
and a station 
of the Dela- 
ware, Lacka- 
Wanha and 
Western Rail- 
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the county, as 
is shown by the prevalence of the names of Van Duyne, Ja- 
cobus, Vreeland, Zeliff, and Mandeville. 

Beavertown, now called Lincoln Park, is in the extreme 
northeastern corner of the township and on the line of Pe- 
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quannock. It is a hamlet of considerable antiquity, but it 
is impossible to fix any date for its first settlement, It has 
undoubtedly shared in the impulse which sent Llolanders 
from Manhattan into the valleys of the Hackensack and its 
tributaries, and at first was one of the outposts of advancing 
civilization. ILolland names, those of old families, abound 
in this locality, especially that of Zeliff, It has a large por- 
tion of the Great Piece Meadows on its southern borders 
and the Bog and Vly Meadows on its northern. <A station of 
the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad, which 
passes through the village, and a postoftice are established 
near. The public school house of the district, called the 
Beavertown, is also built here. The Reformed Church of 
Pompton Plains has erectcd one of its three chapels at this 
Village and is successfully sustaining this appliance for 
Christian worship. The village has possibilities of growth 
in the near future, and is feeling the impulse which is awak- 
ening such localites to the advantages of their situations. 

In the extreme southern part of Montville ‘Township, and 
in a portion of it almost entirely surrounded by the Passaic 
River, which here forms a horseshoe-like bend, is to be 
found a village for many years called Pine Brook, situate in 
a level and fertile extent of country, surrounded on all sides 
except on the west by the Hatfield Swamp, and lying be- 
tween it and the river. One of the Methodist Churches of 
the township has long been established here. The locality 
at one time was of much baportance, as it was on the direct 
line of travel to Newark, and here a bridge crossed the river, 
Within the last few years the inhabitants of Morris and Is- 
sex Counties have awakened to the importance of good 
roads, which are the modes of travel from the country dis- 
tricts to great centers of trade and business, and this high- 


way has felt the impulse of this march of improvement. An 
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excellent road formed according to modern ideas of road- 
milking now passes through Pine Brook, and is extensively 
used by the farmers of Montville as they seek a market for 
their milk and farm products at Newark and other large 
towns. 

Karly Dutch settlers have left their impress here in the 
survival of many old family names, undoubtedly Holland 
in their origin, such as Van Ness, Van Duyne, Van Worth, 
Vreeland, Spier, and others. Near the center of the village 
(the Rockaway pours its volume of water into the Passaic, 
Which at this point assumes a course more winding than in 


any other part of the progress of this most tortuous of afl 
streams. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


BOONTON TOWNSHIP AND BOROUGH 


vir’ 


BQIOONTON is the smallest township in Morris County, 






containing only 38,190 acres, mostly of a mountain- 
ous character. There is some good arable land on 
the Rockaway River, upon both sides of which the 
town of Boonton is situated. The township is bounded on 
the north by Pequannock and Montville, on the east by 
Montville, on the south by Hanover and the Rockaway 
River, and on the west by Rockaway and Hanover. It con- 
tains the Borough of Boonton and the small village of Pow- 
erville, both situated on the Rockaway. 

The northern and western parts of the township are hilly, 
rocky, wild, and fitted only for timberland and pasturage. 
The eastern part and that just north of the town of Boon- 
ton are of the same character. big 

Some years ago excavations were made in a rough eleva- 
tion in the eastern part with the hope of finding iron ore. 
Veins of it- were discovered and some quantities mined, but 
the expectation of obtaining iron in sufficient quantities 
and of proper quality to make it profitable was blasted and 
the enterprise abandoned. More than a hundred years ago 
it was known that ore did exist there, and the clevation 
therefore was known by the name of Mine hidge. A pecul- 
iar species of fossil fish, admirably preserved with fins, 
tails, and even scales, was discovered on the southern edge 
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of the township, on the bank of a small stream running into 
the Rockaway, in the crevices ov seams of a soft, grey sand- 
stone. Many years ago several fine specimens of this fos- 
sil rewarded the efforts of some enthusiastic explorers, espe- 
cially those of a professor of Columbia College, who spent 
considerable time and money in digging and excavating. 
The fossils were found imbedded in a hard black substance 
somewhat resembling coal, which, when placed on a blazing 
fire, would burn with a smoke and odor like bituminous 
coal, | 

Boonton was formed in 1867 from the territory of Pequan- 
nock. The township itself, outside of the borough, is insig- 
nificant in importance as to population and resources. ‘The 
number of inhabitants in the whole township, outside of the 
town of Boonton, does not exceed three. or four hundred. 
There were some years ago evidences of von mines in the 
northeastern part, but they have never been worked to uny 
ereal advantage. - 

The land is well watered. The Rockaway River washes a 
large part of the boundary line between Boonton and Ilan- 
over and Rockaway. Many smaller streams flow across the 
township into this important river, of which Stony Brook is 
the largest. “he hhockaway has an immense water power 
at the town of Boonton, which has been utilized for the use 
of large manufacturing plants, and has aided in making 
that locality what it is. The falls at and near Powerville 
and Boonton and the descent in the river of about thirty 
feet have created this extensive water power. 

In 1823 William Scott, who a short time before that date 
had purchased the old Boonton tract, opened a new road 
on the east side of the river towards Powerville. At that 
time the Hrie Canal in New York was approaching comple- 
tion. Its supposed great benefits turned the attention of 
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thoughtful minds to the desirability of connecting the an- 
thracite coal beds of Pennsylvania, which had then been 
opened for a sufficient length of time for business men to 
learn the yalue of this new combustible, with the great 
emporiums of trade. This could best be done by means of 
a canal from Kaston to tidewater at Jersey City. It was 
for those times an enterprise which staggered the judgement 
and challenged the energy of capitalists. It was, however, 
undertaken, and successfully completed. A charter was 
vranted by the Legislature, December 21, 1824, work was be- 
eun in July, 1825, and in 1830 the canal reached, Newark 
and Jersey City in 1836. 

Jolonel John Scott, a brother of William Scott, then lived 
at Powerville, and he became largely interested In the 
‘anal. He owned land there on the river which covered 
large milling interests. Ile was a shrewd business man, 
fully alive to the advantages of this new method of trans- 
porting goods and of the location of his real estate on the 
river. In August, 1829, he conveyed to the canal company 
so amuch land as it required for its purposes and also the 
night of damming the river above the falls, so that the canal 
might be fed from the water thus accumulated, as well as 
from the other sources of its supply. In consideration for 
this conveyance he received a large sum of money and also, 
what was really more valuable, the right of using the 
water above the dam and the canal as a raceway to convey 
this motive power to any mills which he or jis heirs or 
assigns night erect below the dam. By this arrangement 
he could utilize all the headwater of the river gathered by 
the dam and that which passed through the canal, and all 
at the expense of the canal company, who built the dam and 
constructed the canal. The only condition annexed to this 


arrangement to be perforined by Scott was that the water 
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used by the mills should be returned 10 the canal below the 
planes after i had served the purposes of the mills. 

It is quite certain that neither party to this scheme fully 
anticipated its ultimate results, or appreciated the immense 
advantages it finally secured for both. There was no mill 
then erected at Boonton, and no estimate could possibly be 
made of what the water thus obtained would be worth. 
Not a pound of coal nor a ton of iron ore had been deliv- 
ered at Boonton, and the originators of the canal in their 
wildest dreams never estimated the vast profit eventually 
to be derived from the trade in iron and coal landed at that 
village. But the arrangement thus made was really the 
foundation of the subsequent prosperity of Boonton. 

At about the time of the completion of the canal the at- 
tention of some capitalists in New York was turned towards 
Boonton. An examination was made of the location and 
of the superb water power thus gained by Scott. A cor: 
poration was formed, called the New Jersey Iron Company, 
land was bought from William Scott and others, and a mill 
was begun in 1829. This mill was completed and the first 
iron rolled in 1831. There was a lack of skilled workmen in 
this country to meet the demand of this new enterprise. 
Puddlers and rollers were imported from England, some 
coming as early as 18380 and others later on. This organiza- 
tion was not a success. The expenses were great. No ma- 
chinery of the kind necessary could at that time be manu- 
factured in this country, and that, like skilled) workmen, 
must be brought from Nneland. Other causes intervened, 
leading finally to failure, and to a failure which, at the 
time, seemed to be of such a character as to paralyze all 


‘future efforts in that direction. 


The property of the company was sold by the sheriff of 
Morris County to Dudley Bb. luller, of New York City, for 
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*160,000. Mar. Fuller had been the commission merchant of 

the company in New York, and was largely its creditor. THe 

had previously purchased the personal property for $125,- | 
000. This was about the year 1851. The company had | 
built extensive works, mills, furnaces, and other erections, 
and had branched out into different kinds of the iron trade. 
Their plant was exceedingly valuable, but the demand for 
cut nails, the principal part of their manufacture, was so 
divided with other establishments of a like character, and 
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the prices obtainable were so ruinous to the producer, that 

the company was obliged to suspend their business, and | 

Mr. Fuller became purchaser in self-defence. | 
Fortunately the price of nails went up, and Mr. Tuller, 

who had offered to sell the property at a sacrifice of $20,000, 

was enabled to recuperate his losses and to enter upon a 


‘areer of unexampled prosperity. He soon associated Mr. | 
James Couper Lord, his partner, with him in the business, | 
and the iron works of Fuller and Lord became the one great | 
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industry of Boonton and almost the sole dependence of the 
town. Mr, luller died in 1868 and Mv. Lord in 1869, but by 
the provisions of their wills the business was conducted un- 
til 1876. 

Boonton was known in Revolutionary times, but it was 
then a mere hamlet hardly deserving even that name. <A 
few strageling farms, nestling in the valley of the Roeka- 
way, with one or two dwellings at the foot of Sheep Hill, 
served to demand a name for the locality. At the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century a few houses had been added, 
but no importance was as yet attached to the place. 

In 1850 the town had assumed larger proportions. Sheep 
Ifill was a rough, rocky eminence, lifting its head almost 
perpendicularly from the edge of the Rockaway. It was of 
no use for any farming purposes except, perhaps, as a poor 
pasturage for sheep, but as the manufacturing interests 
grew at Boonton it began to be utilized for dwellings for 
the workmen and for erections connected with the milTs. 
A few dwellings were clustered in any available spot at the 
foot of the hill for boarding houses and for residences for 
the workmen. These workmen, mostly Hnelish and Welsh, 
were of a very superior class, both as operatives and as 
citizens. They desired their own homes; they needed 
churches for religious worship and schools for their chil- 
dren; they and their families must be clothed and fed. 
Many of them were readers and loved the companionship 
of books. 

About 1850 a young man was requested by a kinsman, 
who owned an interest in this manufacturing establishment, 
to accept, temporarily, a subordinate position in its office. 
Ile not only filled the place for a time, but remained and 
soon became the chief manager of the whole enterprise. 
This young man was William Gerard Lathrop, and from 
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the moment he assumed the important position to which 
he had been elevated he became the head and front of the 
establishment. He made himself acquainted with every 
detail; nothing, however trivial, escaped his eye, and under 
his wise and energetic management the business assumed 
enormous proportions. Its products were of the very best 
quality, and were soon recognized as such all over the 
world. 

Many branches of iron manufacture were introduced, and 
the products sold in Europe and Asia as well as in North 
and South America. The 
company went into com- 
petition with the produ- 
cers of Kngland in the 
manufacture of rails for 
railroads. 

While Mr. Lathrop was 
thus energetically provid- 
ine for the interests of his 
employers he was not un- 
mindful of the workmen. 

AN OLD RESIDENCE. Ile became their best 
friend, and was acknowl- 

edged to be such by all of them. Te established a library 
filled with choice books for their use; he secured lecturers 





for their entertainment in the winter evenings; he looked 
after the education of their children, and secured the eree- 
tion of school houses and the selection of the best teachers 
obtainable, 

Fostered by such influences, with such appliances, and 
based upon such substantial foundations, Boonton grew and 
prospered; the inequalities, the roughness of Sheep Lill, its 
rocky sides, its wild elevations were conquered. The will 
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of man was masterful and triumphed, and now the town hag 
climbed to its topmost height, and what a few years ago was 
a Wilderness is intersected by streets lined on each side with 
dwellings filled with a busy, industrious population. Stores, 
factories, churches, and school houses meet all the varied 
wants of the people. , ; 

The stoppage of the iron works, which was total, created 
for a short period great distress among the workmen, who 
had increased to several hundred. They and their fam- 
ilies felt the loss of wages very acutely. Many of them had 
acquired little homesteads, in which they had lived happily 
and contentedly. The cessation of this important industry 
paralyzed all other occupations, and for a period it seemed 
as if Boonton would never regain its former prosperity. 
But its important water power could not be overlooked, and 
soon other manufactures became established there and the 
town has again revived and assumed its former prosperity. 
The location of Boonton’ is very beautiful, and the town 
itself occupies a Commanding situation and is seen from 
all the surrounding country. Some years ago, before 
Sheep Hill was crowned with buildings, some persons 
climbed a large chestnut tree then standing on its topmost 
point and declared that with a good glass the Atlantic 
Ocean could be seen. The view from this point is exten- 
sive in every direction up and down the Valley of the Pas- 
saic-—southward, eastward, northward, and westward it 
reaches to the Blue Ridge of the Alleghanies. Boonton 
Borough has passed across the Rockaway and occupied its 
western bank and some part of Ilanover Township, making 
its way nearly to old Boonton and covering the land with 
comfortable dwellings for workmen and others. 

Boonton has now a population of four thousand people 
of various races invited hither by the very great number of 
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manufactures carricd on there, Tt has five churches: Metho- 
dist IKpiscopal, Protestant MMpiscopal, Presbyterian, Re- 
formed (Dutch), and Roman Catholic, all well supported 
with excellent and substantial edifices. It has two schools, 
one public and the other private, the public school house 
being a modern structure well provided with appliances 
for its purposes. Its manufactures are of various kinds: 
numerous iron fab- 
rics, silk, hard rub- 
ber,’ agricultural 
implements, and 
paints. It is an in- 
corporated bor- 
ough, governed by 
au mayor and com- 
mon council. There 
are two newspa- 
pers here: the Bul- 
letin, established 
in 1870, of Repub- 
lican politics, and 
the Boonton Times, 
neutral, and estab- 
lished in 1895. 


Old Boonton was 





INDIAN CHIEF. 


well known in the 
Revolution. Itis one of the most romantic of spots, situated 
in a deep ravine through which the Rockaway brawls and 
dashes in swift course down a very steep descent. The haim- 
let—it can hardly be called even that—is found in the nar- 
row valley of the river at the foot of steep, almost precipi- 
tous, hills, which here bound the stream. The access to it on 
either side of this valley was down winding roads, ascending 
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and descending elevations of perhaps a hundred feet high. 
Recently a bridge of excellent structure and of some artistic 
beauty spans the gorge and lessens materially the labor and 
danever of the passage from the top of one hill to the other. 
The bridge has not detracted from the wild vrandeur of 
the scene, but the art displayed in its erection has slot a 
feature which enhances its beauty. 

John Jacob Ifaesch, a Swiss, who came to New Jersey 
several years before the Nevolution, retired to this romantic 
spot after peace was declared and died there in 1799. He 
was an ardent patriot and a member of the convention 
called to pass on the lederal constitution. He controlled 
several furnaces, especially the Mount Ilope furnace, and 
made a contract to furnish Congress with iron cannon and 
cannon balls and supplied the army with the munitions of 
war in great quantities. Many unsuccessful efforts were 
made by the Tories to capture the works, and also to plun- 
der Mr. Paesch’s dweling at Mount Hope. Ma, laeschleft 
children surviving him, but none of his descendants now 
known are in New Jersey. He was a noted man in his day, 
inuch respected for his private character and for his enthu- 
siastic and active patriotisin. Ifis recognized ability in the 
manufacture of iron had secured for him a place in this 
country of great influence and a contract never before made 
with any other artisan. {fle was induced to leave his native 
country and come to America by the offer of a very large 
salary and perquisites. lle came here several years before 
the Revolution and had effected material banned in the 
methods of manufacturing ivon. 
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CHAPTER XV 


THE TOWNSHIP OF PEQUANNOCK 


in “rset County, wae by the on of Mont- 
ville, Boonton, and Rockaway, whose territory have 
all been taken from it, it has been reduced to its 
present dimensions. A small part of Jefferson was also 
taken from Pequannock. 

It once contained more than 70,000 acres, but now has 
only 20,942, an acreage less than sume of the townships 
taken from it. It was at first formed by the action of the 
County Court of Quarter Sessions on the 25th of Mareh, 
1740, almost immediately after the county was created. It 
is bounded on the north by the Pequannock River, which 
separates it from Passaic County, on the east by the Pequan- 
nock and Pompton Rivers, on the south by the Passaic 
liver, Montville, and Boonton, and on the west by Rocka- 
way. 

The eastern part of the township is almost entirely level 
ground called by the general name of Pompton Plains. In 
the southeastern corner, where the Pompton River empties 





into the Passaic, the two rivers form a horseshoe-like loop, 
inclosing an extensive tract of land, into which the Hook 
Mountains pass, extending from Montyille. Lor some dis- 
tance the Great Piece Meadow extends over from Tssex 
County, bordering on what is there the north bank of the 
Passaic. North of this part of the township, and almost 
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immediately adjoining, the Bog and Vly Meadows are 
found coming over also from Montville. In the northwest- 
ern part the land is more mountainous. <A large portion of 
the township is fertile, especially that on the Pequannock, 
Pompton, and Passaic. There are between one and two 
thousand acres of good arable land in Pompton Plains. It 
is quite certain that this part of the township was once 
covered by a body of water. 

Pequannock has one borough, that of Butler, and several 
villages and hamlets within its borders. 


abe 


LEIP Butler is a_ very 


active, thriving, pros- 
perous town in the ex- 
treme central northern 
part, on the Pequan- 
nock. It has about 
three thousand people 
of very mixed nation- 
alities, invited thither 


manufactures which 
have been established 
at this locality. But- 
ler has had a very 
rapid growth. A quar- 
ter of a century ago it was a hamlet opposite the village of 
Bloomingdale, in Passaic County, and situated on the Mor- 
ris County side of the Pequannock. The Rubber Comb and 
Jewelry Company, established in 1876, succeeding two other 
companies, was the real nucleus around which the present 
town has assumed such proportions. This company manu- 





ANCIENT DUTCH CHURCH. 


factures hard rubber and gives employment to nearly one 
thousand workmen. 


by the’ variety of 
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The lonely mountain valley began to resound with the 
echo of the dashing waterwheels and the buzz and whirr 
of machinery. Srowds of busy workmen came trooping into 
the village; land was bought, streets were laid out, and 
dwellings erected for the accommodation of the employees 


and their families. One, named in honor of the artist, San- 


ford 1. Gifford, who died the day the last house was fin- 
ished, is devoted exclusively to this purpose, and is lined 
on both sides by neat and substantial edifices, all occu- 
pied by the workmen. Hach house has a small yard in front 
for ornamental purposes and a lot in the rear for a garden. 
A race two miles in length supplies the extensive factories 
with all needed power. A public hall for meeting purposes, 
churches, and school houses attest the intelligence and 
thrift of the workmen. | 
The town was named Butler some years ago in honor of 
Mr. Butler, president of the rubber factory, when postal 
facilities were granted by the llon. Thomas L. James, then 
Postimaster-General. Prior to that all mail matter was re- 
ceived at the postottice in Bloomingdale. Butler is a center 
for the manufacture of hard rubber and has been of immense 
benefit to the surrounding country, affording a near and 
sure market for the products of the farms in the vicinity. 
On Pompton Plains there is one continuous village ex- 
tending from its southern extremity northward, along the 
Pompton and Pequannock Rivers, to where the last named 
stream changes its course to a westerly direction. Just at 
this point the country is more thickly settled. At the south- 
ern end is found the hamlet of Pequannock, where there is 
a postoftice. A little less than midway between this ham- 
let and Pompton another locality, called Pompton Plains, 
is reached, and here, too, is a postoffice and a Reformed 
Church, one of the oldest in the State, held in great rever- 
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ence by the representatives of the old Holland families, and 
Which in times past has wielded, and still wields, great in- 
fluence over the surrounding country. It has established 
three chapels and now substantially supports them: one at 
Lincoln Park, one in Wayne Township in Passaic County, 
and the other at Stony Brook. The population still con- 
tains representatives of many of thé old Dutch families, as 
is evidenced by the recurrence of such names as Van Saun, 
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COLONIAL CURRENCY. 


Van Ness, Roome, Ryerson, De Bow, Mandeville, Berry, 
Beam, Post, and others. 

A. short distance south of Pequannock village Lincoln 
Park extends over from Montville. The postoffice for this 
village is located in that part of it found in Pequannock 
‘township. 

There are two other hamlets of undefined proportions, one 
on the borders of Montville, called Jacksonville, and the 
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other known as Stony Brook, whose farm houses are scat- 
tered along a small stream of the same name, with a post- 
ofiice. Near the southern extremity of Stony Brook is an- 
other insignificant hamlet called Brook Valley, also with a 
postoftice. 

The names of the families now resident at these small lo- 
calities and most numerous then undoubtedly indicate their 
Dutch origin. | 

Pequannock is well supplied with facilities for travel and 
transportation. Three railroads traverse it in as many dif- 
ferent directions. The New York, Susquehanna and West- 
ern follows the Pequannock Liver on its northern border; 
the New York and Greenwood Lake enters it just south of 
Pequannock village and follows the river as far as Pompton 
village, where it again crosses that stream and passes over 
into Passaic County; the Delaware, Lackawanna and West- 
ern enters the township at Lincoln Park from Montville, 
and crosses the Pompton River at Mountain View station. 
The presence of these roads and the facilities they offer for 
quick and cheap travel have induced the locations of several 
stations at places convenient for the surrounding country, 
and in this way many villages in this part of the State are 
springing up and gathering around these stations. 

ltiverdale is one of these localities situated on the Rocka- 
way a short distance west of Pompton. Before the rail- 
roads invaded this part of (he country it was considered a 
part of Pompton, and was inhabited by a permanent agri- 
cultural population. It is now increasing, several elegant 
residences having been erected. Here is a long established 
woolen mill, formerly conducted by Joseph Slater, now by 
his son Robert. Connected with this mill is a large mill 
pond now called a lake, and in the immediate vicinity a 
quarry has been opened where many workmen are employed. 
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A postolffice has recently been placed here for the aceomimo- 
dation of the people at Riverdale and their neighbors. here 
ave one hundred and fifty residents at this locality and 
sure evidences are given of future growth. 

The original settlers of Pequannock were Hollanders, who 
came from Bergen County, which had been peopled by imini- 
grants from the Dutch settlements at New York and from 








HWUDSON IN THE HIGHLANDS. 


other localities on the Tludson River. These people were 
tracted to the country in Bergen and at Pequannock by 
its Suunilarity to that of Holland; the many streams with 
their low lying valleys, the level lay of tle land and their 
surroundings, all reminded them of their native land. As 
near as can now be ascertained the first purchase was made 
by Arent Schuyler from the Indians; the deed was dated 
June 6, 1695, and signed by “ Onageponck,” “ HWieclawith of 
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Pequannock,” and “ Sajapogh of Minisink.” These were 
three tribes of Indians then occupying the northern part 
of New Jersey—the Pequannocks, the Pomptons, and the 
Minisinks. Another small tribe, called the Rockawacks, dad 
their fishing and huntine grounds farther south. These 
names will all be recognized in the nomenclature of rivers 
and localities still retained. : 

The Ineglish government claimed the title to the land 
within the bounds of New Jersey by virtue of the right of 
discovery. Sir Henry Hudson, sailing in the “ Ilalf Moon ” 
under a Dutch flag and in the employment of the Duteh ast 
India Company, in 1609, 
landed on the coast of New 
Jersey, probably at or near 
the present town of [liza- 
beth. He was, so far as can 
be definitely ascertained, 
the first Kuropean to put his 
foot on the land of New Jer- 
sey. But although this was 
done by a Dutch vessel and 
under the Holland — flag, 
Kneland contended and sus- 





GREAT SEAL OF JAMES II, 


tained by force of arms its i 

contention that the whole of the northeastern part of North 
America belonged to that government by right of discovery, 
amd on the 12th of March, 1688-384, Charles IL granted to his 
brother, the Duke of York, afterward James I, an indefi- 
nitely described country in the continent of North America, 
but sufliciently explicit to determine that the whole of the 
Province of New Jersey was included within its bounds. 
This grant is the foundation of the title to all lands in New 
Jersey, so far as any such title could be given by the crown 
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of Eneland. According to international law as it then ex- 
isted and was understood the right of the Ineglish Kine to 
mike this grant was undisputed, if it could be substantiated 
that Hneland was the first discoverer of the granted land; 
and according to the law governing such grants existing at 
that time the King held such lands as “ Crown ” lands. The 
claim made by Holland, a weaker power, was thrust aside. 

Tlowever this may be, quite a complication arose. ‘The 
aborigines were in peaceable and quiet possession and had 
held that possession for centuries, and it would seem that 
their title was paramount. In the meantime the Duke of 
York had conveyed to Lord John Berkeley and Sir George 
Carteret that part of the land he had received from his royal 
brother, Charles, included within the bounds of the present 
| State of New Jersey. The conveyance 
to Berkeley and Carteret was absolute 
and unconditional, and vested them 
not only with the title to the landS but 
with all governmental powers. 

The two Provinces of New York 
and New Jersey were under the rule 
of the same royal eovernors, and the 
Duke of York, by virtue of the grant 
to him by Charles, had the right of 
appointment. The duke’s grant to Berkeley and Carteret 
was tInade on the 12th of March, 1664. On the 2d of April 
of the same year York commissioned Colonel Richard 
Nicholls governor of the whole country granted to him, and 
in the commission he authorized Nicholls “ to perform and 
execute all and every the Powers which are by the said 
Letters Patents [that is the grant made to York by Charles | 
eranted unto me to be executed by my Deputy agent or as- 
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The purchase was a large one, 


‘ all Hollanders, entered into an 
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Under the power thus granted to him Nicholls claimed 
(he right to sell and convey all lands within the borders of 
that granted by James to Berkeley and Carteret, and did 
actually attempt to make conveyance of some lands near or 
wut Elizabethtown. He made proclamation to intended set- 
tlers of liberal offers to convey lands west of the Hudson 
River. This state of affairs created complications not easily 
settled. There were four titles to land in New Jersey: 
lirst, the Indian title; second, the Dutch claim; third, the 
claim of Colonel Richard Nicholls as governor; and, fourth, 
that of the Lord Proprietors as Lord Berkeley and Sir 
George Carteret were called. 

It was, however, agreed by 
all parties that there was suf- 
ficient basis for the Indian 
title toinake it important that 
that should be secured. When, 
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therefore, Schuyler made his 
purchase he was wise enough 
to secure its extinguishinent. 


covering five thousand five 
hundred acres. In the same 
year Schuyler and six others, 


— DUKE OF YORK’S SEAL. 
vereement to buy from Berke- | 

ley and Carteret five thousand five hundred acres of land, 
and for the purpose of fortifying the Indian title Schuyler 
and Brockholst, two of the six, secured a patent, as it was 
called, to cover the same land as bought from the Indians. 
Other purchases were soon afterward made by Schuyler and 
Brockholst, especially in December, 1696, until nearly ten 
thousand acres were held by those two men, all in the neigh- 
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borhood of or bordering on the Pequannock and Passaie. 
About 1712 Willian Penn bought a large tract near Pine 
Brook and covering alinost the whole of the southern part of 
Montville and some of IH[anoyer. These large tracts of 
Schuyler and Brockholst were afterward sold out in parcels 
to actual settlers. 

The most prominent names of the first immigrants were 
Schuyler, Brockholst, Vanderbeck, Van Ness, Ryerson, Bay- 
ard, Berry, Mandeville, Rycker, Mead, Roome, Shngerland, 
Vangelder, De Bow, De Mott, and Jones, all well known - 
Holland patronymics except perhaps that of Jones. - These 
first settlers must have located 
in Pequannock about 1700. 
There are no certain records 
which determine that date, but 
that is a reasonable conclusion, 
taking into consideration such 
facts as are known to dave 
really existed. They were as a 
ecneral rule all farmers, and 
their descendants have almost 
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These people possessed some of 
BOLIC LIEN the very best characteristics 

found in any race, They were 
peaceful, law-abiding citizens, fearing God, and loving their 
neighbors. They were phlegmatic, not fond of change, with 
very little of the dash and energy of their fellows of the 
Anglo-Saxon blood. They have, however, impressed them- 
selves and their habits of thought upon all the communities 
Where they have been found, and have dominated those 


communities by the sheer force of their silent but persistent 
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action. Their influence in many directions for good has 
_ been masterful and never will be effaced. 

All over the northern part of Morris County Dutch names, 
Dutch peculiarities of thought, of character, of manners, 
prevail; even the Dutch language is still spoken in many of 
the representative families, and until within a half century 
it has been used in religious service in their churches. -They 
and their descendants have been content to remain quietly 
in their comfortable homes, satisfied with the sure results 
of their agricultural labors and freed from the anxious, 
carking perplexities of a feverish existence. They have not 
originated great schemes nor established great enterprises, 
but they have been most excellent citizens, true as steel to 
the best interests of the republic, and ever ready to defend 
its honor and its integrity with fortune and with life if 
necessary. Though they have not inaugurated courts nor 
published codes of law nor formulated systems of jurispru- 
dence, yet they have been a law-abiding people, governed by 
principles of justice, acknowledging at all times the claims 
of the government. The very best blood in New Jersey is 
derived from this immigration from the land of William the 
Silent. 
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CHAPTER. .x Vv I 
MORRIS COUNTY—CONCLUDED 


I) ORRIS COUNTY in many respects is one of the 
A} §=most interesting in the State, certainly in its 
Revolutionary history. It was formed by a spe- 
cial act of the Legislature in 1788-39, from TWun- 
terdon. That county had been created by another special 
act of the Legislature March 11, 1718-14, with this deserip- 





tion: 

All and singular the Lands and upper Parts of the said Western Divisioy of 
the Province of New Jersey lying Northwards of, or situate above the Brook or 
Rivulet commonly called Assanpinck be erected into 1 County . . . to be 
called the County of Hunterdon; and the said Brook or Rivulet . . .~ shall 
be the Boundary Line between the County of Burlington and the said County a 
Ifunterdon. 


This description is made intelligible by its very generali- 
ties. It is confined to the lands and upper parts of the 
Province of West Jersey. What West Jersey contained 
Was intended to be settled by the boundary line between 
ast and West Jersey, but the exact courses of that lime 
have never yet been ascertained and perhaps never will be. 
Several attempts have been made by competent surveyors 
to run the line according to its original descriptions, but 
such attempts have failed. The various courts of the State 
have grappled hopelessly with the problem and it still re- 
mains really unsolved. 

The description of Morris County appearing in the act of 
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incorporation is made apparently with great particularity, 
and undoubtedly was understood at the time, but it men- 
tions so many localities unknown at the present, and whose 


pames give no definite information of their position, that 





FIRST STATE HOUSE AT TRENTON, 


it may, perhaps, bewilder the reader. Still it is so quaint, 
so peculiar, and withal so interesting to the historian that 
it is deemed advisable to copy it and give it to the reader 
for what it is worth. It reads thus: 

All and singular the Land and upper parts of the said Thinterdon County 
lying to the Northward and Eastward, situate and lying to the Eastward of a 
well known place in the County of Hunterdon, being a Fall of Water, a Part in 
the North Branch of Rariton River, called in the Indian Language or known by 


the name of Altomatoneck to the North Kastward of the Northeast End or Part 


of the Lands called the New Jersey Society Lands, along the line thereof eross- 
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ORGANIZATION OF MORRIS COUNTY DAN 


ing the South Branch of the aforesaid Rariton River and extending Westerly to 
a certain Tree marked with the Letters L. M. standing’ on the North side of a 
Brook emptying itself into the said South Branch, by an old Indian Path to the 
Northward of a Line to be run Northwest from the said Tree to a Branch of 
Delaware River called Muskenetcongy River and so down the said Branch to 
Delaware River; all which said Lands being to the Eastward, Northward and 
Northwestward of the above said Boundaries to be erected into a County to 
be called Morris County. 

However indefinite this description may be and unin- 
telligible to modern readers it is very certain that it in- 
cluded the modern Counties of Warren and Sussex. 

When Morris County was first established, and for several 
years after, its citi- 


zens were obliged to Pie 
gis 

vo to Trenton, as be- SoS 

° hie 4 

fore, to vote at all ¥ 


elections. Repre- 
sentatives to the Lep- 
islature were chosen 
from Lunterdon and 
represented both 
counties. Deeds and 
Inorlgages were still 
recorded at Trenton, 
and wills were sent 
also to the county 


in fact the new coun- 
ty had no independ- 
ence of itS OWn ex- 
cept in the name. 
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This state of affairs was soon changed. The new county 
elected its own citizens for members of the law-making 
body and virtually assumed an independent existence. But 
it was not until L785 that the record of deeds and mortgages 
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began in Morris County, and wills were not recorded until 
as late as 1804. Prior to that they were sent to Trenton 
and there retained, originals as well as the recorded copies. 
The records of deeds began on the 19th of February, 1785, 
und the deed first recorded was one executed by Elijah 
Pierson and others, heirs of Benjamin Pierson, deceased, 
given to Mary Spinnage and others for land in Hanover, 
and the will first probated was one made by Nathaniel 
Iforton, of Chester, dated August 27, 1800, and proved I’eb- 
ruary 4, 1804. 

The first meeting of any county court was that of the Gen- 
eral Quarter Sessions, composed of John Budd, Jacob lord, 
Abraham IWkitchell, John Lindsley, Timothy Tuttle, and 
Samuel Swesy as judges. It met at Morristown, March 25, 
1740, and its first Judicial act was the division of the county 
into three townships: Pequannock, Hanover, and Morris- 
town. The court not only apportioned the land of the new 
county into these municipalities, but it also appointed’ the 
officers, and this was done until 1756, when the inhabitants 
of the county were permitted to elect their own officers, 
The officers then appointed by the court for Pequanno¢k 
were Robert Gold, “clark” and bookkeeper; Garret de 
Bough, assessor; Isaac Van Dine, collector; Robert Gold 
and Irederick Demont, freeholders; Matthew Van Dine 
wnd Brant Jacobus, surveyors of the highways; Peter Ired- 
ericks and Nicholas Hoyle, overseers of the poor; Tlendrick 
Maurisson and Giles Mandeville, overseers of the highways; 
John Davenport, constable. : 

Mor Morristown :—Zachariah Fairchild, town “ clark ” 
and town bookkeeper; Matthew Luin, assessor; Jacob Mord, 
collector; Abraham Hathaway and Joseph Coe, Jr., free- 
holders; Benjamin Hathaway and Jonas Osborn, overseers 
of the poor; Joseph Briddin and Daiiel Lindsly, Esq., sur- 
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veyors of the highways; Stephen I’reeman and John Linds- 
ly, Issq., overseers of the highways; Isaac Whitehead, 
Alexander Ackerman, and William Dayless, constables. 

lor Hanover:—Timothy Tuttle, Iusq., town clerk and 
town bookkeeper; David Wheeler, assessor; Caleb Ball, col- 
lector; Joseph Tuttle and Caleb Ball, frecholders; John 
Kkinney and Samuel lord, surveyors of the highways;, Paul 
Leonard, Robert Young, Benjamin Shipman, and Kdward 
Crane, overseers Of the highways; Joseph Ilerriman and 
Stephen Ward, constables. 

The orthography as it appears im the records is faithfully 
given, but although some of the names are undoubtedly 
spelled incorrectly they will all be recognized, with perhaps 
one or two exceptions, as fanuliar and borne by many in- 
habitants of the localities from whence ithey were ap- 
pointed. Some present residents may be able to trace their 
lineal genealogies back to many of the very persons named 
in these lists of officers. * 

It will be noticed that Jacob lord, one of the judges who 
sat at this session of the court, was appointed collector of 
Morristown. Ile was also licensed at the same time fo 
keep an inn or tavern, and it is tradition that the court was 
held at his house in Morristown. 

It is impossible to fix definitely any date when the first 
settler came to Morris County, or anything about his race 
or former residence. There were three distinct streams 
of immigration into this part of New Jersey: one reaching 
the northern portion of the county, one coming into the cen- 
tral part, and the other settling in the southern end of the 
county. Reference has already been made to the two imui- 
grations in the central and northern parts. 

Very early in the seventeenth century the Wollanders 
made a lodgment upon the Ishind of Manhattan, built forts, 
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and founded a town with the apparent intention of beeom- 
ing permanent residents. Bul they were merchants and 
traders, and did not come for the purpose of occupying the 
land as agriculturists. They very soon ascertained that 
they could establish a profitable trade with the aborigines 
by bartering such commodities as were yalued by the In- 
dians for peltry and furs. They extended this trade- up 
the Ifudson and soon came over into New Jersey to meet 
their customers on their own vround. In course of time a 
trading post, or rath- 
er a stockade, rudely 
fortified, but — suffi- 
ciently so to repel any 
attacks of the wily 
Savages, was built 
on the west side of 
the  Ifudson River 
near enough to the 
fort at Manhattan to 
Oblain succor from 
thence if necessary, 
and at the same time 
convenient to receive 
the visits of the IMn- 
dians and exchange 
commodities, 

This led the Dutch 
into Bergen County, 
Where they found a 





THE “ NEW NETHERLAND.” 


land very similar to 

that left behind them in Toland—a land of fertility fit for 
the purposes adapted to the tastes and habits of these Duteh 
settlers. So they came into New Jersey, brought their fam- 
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ilies with them, and reared their substantial quaint dwell- 
ings in the valleys of the streams and there their descend- 
ants have remained to this present. The Dutch authorities 
at New Amsterdam claimed the right to grant lands on the 
west side of the Hudson as well as on the other bank, and 
actually did make such grants. These settlers increased in 
numbers, their land grew valuable; but beyond the Passaic 
were other fields unoccupied save by some scattered tribes 
of Indians, and the Hollanders came over the river into Mor- 
ris County, and there their descendants have also remained, 
Their great characteristic was permanence, A single case 
out of many that could be named will give an idea of the 
vrip which the posterity of these early settlers retain on 
thei land. 

Harrison Van Duyne, a prominent citizen of Newark, is 
how Occupyihne as a summer residence the same identical 
farm Which his ancestor of the same name bought in 1730, 
and which has since been occupied by his descendautse 

The first immigrants into the central part of Morris Coun- 
ty were of a different mould and, possessed other character- 
istics than those of the Dutch. They were of the same race 
wud blood, belonging to the great Teutonic family, but 
they had been enyironed by other circWustances than those 
which had surrounded the Dutch. Like the Hollanders, 
they clung with the tenacity of death to their cherished 
religious faith, and would rather relinquish life and all that 
man holds dear than give up the right to worship God in 
the way their consciences taught them was right. They 
did not possess in so great a degree as did the Dutch that 
dogged, persistent, and masterful resistance to wrong und 
oppression which crowned the character of the Iollanders, 
but they were alert, active, and keenly alive to any en- 
croachinent upon their political or religious rights.  Wher- 
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ever they went they carried with them courage, energy, per- 
severance, and an abiding purpose to conquer all obstacles 
which stood between them and true liberty. The wilder- 
ness did not daunt them, the wild savage did not affright 
them, no danger could stop them in their progress. They 
were masterful in their attempts to found a home in this 
new world, where they and their descendants would be 
freed from oppression aud persecution. They came from 
Imngland, where. they. had been taught to love lib- 
erty and religious 
tolerance by Pym 
and Cromwell 
and the worthies 
who battled for 
the, right, | They 
first settled in the 
valley of the Con- 
Lee@thren dt, sib 
there were fairer 
fields and bright- 
er prospects 
Which beckoned 
them to New Jer- 
sey, and thither 
‘they came; and in 
the unbroken wil- 
derness on the 
Passaic at New- 
ark, with an abid- 
ing faith in the 
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God who thus far had led them on, they reared their log 
homes, patiently awaited developments, and began a career 
of prosperity unequalled in this world’s great history. 
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But there was another element in the population of Mor- 
ris County which must not be overlooked, although not so 
important so far as its numbers are concerned as the others 
already mentioned. IWarly in the eighteenth century a 
small band of immigrants founded a settlement at German 
Valley, in the southwestern corner of the county. This 
was only a small part of a large volume of immigration 
which left Germany early in the eighteenth century for this 
western world and spread from the Mohawk and Hudson 
Valleys in New York as far south as Savannah in Georgia, 
leaving large numbers, however, in Pennsylvania. 

The settlement in Morris County was the result of an acci- 
dent. ‘The design of this particular band was to reach the 
Mohawk Valley, but the vessel which brought them across 
the Atlantic was driven by stress of weather into Delaware 
Bay, and, landing at Philadelphia, the colonists, strangers 
in the country, unacquainted with the routes of travel, 
resolved to make their way overland to their original ‘place 
of destination. When they reached the locality afterward, 
and by them, called German Valley, attracted by its 
goodly situation, its fertile soil, and its delightful climate, 
they determined there to fix their habitation. The land 
was before them; there were no inhabitants there except, 
perhaps, a few whites and some straggling, Wandering In- 
dians, A beautiful stream making its way to the Raritan 
passed through the valley. he hillsides were covered with 
timber suitable for the erection of their dwellings. There 
they remained, and there are their descendants to this day. 
They reared their church, in which they worshipped accord- 
ing to the faith of their fathers. The log edifice has given 
place to a substantial and commodious structure, where 
godly men have ministered to them from generation to gen- 
eration. 
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Such are the elements which have peopled Morris Coun. 
ty, and such are the men who laid the foundations of its 
prosperity and made it what it is to-day. They little knew 
and in their wildest imagination never dreamed what were 
to be the mighty results of their labors. They builded 
deeper and stronger and reared a structure more colossal 
in its proportions than their fancy even conceived. 

The part which the citizens of Morris County took in the 
Revolutionary War is deserving of the highest commenda- 
tion, The whole population with exceedingly few excep- 
tions were loyal to the cause of freedom, Their women and 
children manifested this loyalty in the strongest manner 
possible. Prior to the actual beginning of hostilities be- 
tween the colonies and the mother country, as early as 
1772, full evidence was 
viven of the restive spirit of 
the people under the op- 
pressive acts of the King 
and Parliament of Iine- 
land. Morris County was 
too far removed from the 
actual scenes of oppression, 











Vr ik oyiew 

dcshibutis oy mahwy ye v1 ~ 

(itper RM uiw foke- Core of- 

his Stove; Porson, t C44, 
Vex Populi s 

ANG Sune, 

that iis people could be lit- Acid ARUBA EAR et. 

ile affeeted by the laws | 
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terests. But beneath all the events which were agitating 

the colonists there were involved certain principles which 

their intelligent minds and consciences could and did ap- 

preciate. These principles were attacked by the action of 

the mother country, and that affected the patriots of Mor- 
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ris County to such an extent that they were ready to make 
common cause with their fellow citizens in other colonies. 

The first public demonstration of the patriotic feeling of 
the community was made on the 27th day of June, 1774, 
when a public meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants 
of the county was held, pursuant to prior call, at the court 
house in Morristown, Jacob Ford acting as chairman. Resgo- 
lutions were passed expressing the sentiments of the meet- 
ine. These avowed loyalty to IKtinge George, but at the same 
time eave vent in the strongest terms to the indignation of 
the people and at the attempted invasion by the Inelish | 
Parliament of the rights of the colonists. They repudiated 
ithe action of the authorities in shutting up the port of Bos- 
ton, in raisine a revenue by taxing the 
colonies; they protested against the Bos- 
ton port bill, and all other acts at all sub- 
-versive of the rights of the people. They 
promised unqualificd assistance to their 
oppressed fellow citizens of other colonies, 
declared that no purchase should be made 
of any articles imported from Great Bri- 
tain or the Nast Indies, and provided for 
the appointment of committees of corre- 
spondence in different parts of the country. 





I'vom the time when this meeting was 
MM ASM held whe people of ‘the county wereablaze 
With patviotisins the very best inen in the county came to 
the front, and by the appointment of the people assumed 
‘the control of public affairs, and the communities in all 
parts of the county followed these leaders. Comunittees of 
correspondence and safety were appointed. It was unsafe 
for a known and recognized Tory to remain in the county. 
A most excellent man, respected and beloved by his neigh- 
































ie Laat maa onsaay maee ngsbaiod 


nabness od pneee oe i ow: § i tin fe 
mmittoley wile ant c pein. 9 WW 
Joe gatiged oD obring aah ildasg deni oh 
ATUL oe ko caby are pry no. iperaiag any, wy phaweenon ol 
eee miletd, bene evadbitoroord out to gadjosat, hd eng, a 1194 LS ath 
F909. ail 48, 489 ‘sotury 4! evecare loa 109. on do 
roe sheigd® as gition hood donk emorerriolt, ii owt} r £3 
990m aly TO Ar nnevigan a alt ‘gatfamerny xo homing: WHOM & aod. ao 
one oul! th bid, oognene) yaidl as Witysqal hoyrows oie 
te dol nuit ont eed acute Amore if) ab Laer ey ii 
Unita oul) cd staves rei fy fogpneod dis ot ih bar + 
| Ioteilagert gat’ ; salzinoley ody by why aul Yo F 
HOE Do Had ait ro iy iti insite id Gobligon Jints oil Io 
ody paleas yd ommovron a packed lt 
arts wd) jardin haansiorg spol pet 
foe ihe inal ‘eon the bes A Seog Hol 
youll Magoo, gol ee while od) qo oer 
oth ol- pats alan heiitau pay Heatinorty 
wolnolon aebbiy, is mys bi rah: Mi) hosmeregqu: 
MU Le bl ticuales bead UUs On Joab) hivtytool. 
beth, ino) git betoquil avtabng an to 
) aay babiverny bis golbarl api oay vo bat 
eric We aro d Sica Yo Jassie boet afapas: oul a 
crimes oll teen procoTh ig: ab adgh 
aw gmiteomt ably weir oaittl oil word ee PS a 
HOGS stots Yipes) gil} te abeqaen, oil Pylond Mana raat 
ee ea ohh wi ore dal Ghee SAY Steen hade day: die 
Astute olyoog aid, J Heat aioe onl? vd Dirk! toa ott” 
Hid at eo Vingen0 ot Dh wit otldtig to joxdu0s a) 
10 a ivirts00 Fe it pepe howoltr inne ‘att Monat 











pee stab ed ovotind isch 





ISTE NR NET + ORE ert 


MORRIS COUNTY IN TIE REVOLUTION wee 


bors and who had been elected to the office of sheriff, was 
an outspoken adherent of King George. Ife was at once 
notified that he must change his principles or leave the 
county. Ife was conscientious in his convictions and re- 
fused to submit to the dictation of his fellow citizens, and 
was obliged to leave. 

The patriotism of the inhabitants of Morristown was so 
well assured that political prisoners who had been arrested 
for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the new goy- 
ernment were sent to be confined in that town. A single in- 
cident will show the universality of the patriotism which 
actuated all classes. In July, 1776, in a remote part of the 
county at a small hamlet, a Mr, Gaston conducted a 
country store, where could be found all the articles neces- 
sary for the simple wants of his 
customers. ITlis book of aecounts 
kept at that time is in existence 
and in the possession of one of his 
descendants, preserved with filial 
reverence. On the Fourth of July, 
1776, page after page records the 
sales made of the ordinary articles 
required for household purposes. 





But on the day succeeding that, HANGING A TORY, — 
on Which the news of the Declara-- | 
lion of Independence was: received, the entries in this old 
day book are all made up of charges for powder and ball 
and shot, and the persons so charged covered nearly all the 
inhabitants of the hamlet. | 
When the army visited Morristown in 1777 and again 
in 1780 and 17581 the people met them with open arms, wel- 
comed them to their homes, gave them gratuitously of their 
substance, and unmurmuringly bore all the burdens conse- 
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queut upon the presence of so many additions to their num- 
bers. 

The women of the county were not behind the men in 
their patriotism. They sustained and encouraged their 
husbands, brothers, and sons in their devotion to the public 
cause; they tilled the farms while the men were away with 
the army; they ministered to the wants of the sick and 
wounded, manufactured clothing for the soldiers, opened 
their doors to them as they passed, fed the hungry, and suf- 
fered privations and sacrificed much for their country, Said 
Anna Isitchell, wife 
of Uzal Iitchell and 
wh. Gi sister of Captain 
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| a named after Lewis 
burs Morris Morris, the first inde- 
| pendent colonial 
governor of New Jersey, and who was instrumental in se- 
curing the creation of the county. 

More space has been given to this history of Morris Coun- 
ty and its subdivisions than perhaps may be deemed by 
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some it deserved, but it is hoped that it will be remembered 
that that county is one of the historic counties of the Valley 
of the Passaic, connected with the war which secured for 
this evreat republic its Independence and its present proud 
position in the world; that around it and its history cluster 
memories dear to every American heart; and that it was 
natural for a citizen of the county and a descendant of 
heroes who perilled all for independence, and were resident 
in this memorable locality at the time, to believe that all 
who ave now the recipients of the privileges of freedom 
eained by the struggles and sacrifices of patriots of the 
olden time would rejoice in the recital of some of the events 
Which transpired in that day of the country’s peril. 
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CHAPTER XVII 
PASSAIC COUNTY 


ASSAIC COUNTY is the most irregularly shaped of 
all the counties in New Jersey, and in this respect 
it almost defies description. It is difficult to un- 
derstand how it was possible that in the division 

of the State into counties one so irregular, so ill shaped, 

as is Passaic could possibly have been formed.  [t has its 
northern boundary on Orange County in New York; its 
westerly line impinges on Sussex and is drawn southward 
warly to Stockholm in that county, at right angles with 
the division line between New Jersey and New York; its 
eastern boundary is also at right angles, or very nearly so, 
with the same division, so far as it extends southward be- 

tween Passaic and Bergen to Pompton. At this point the di- 

mensions of the county are so compressed that the northern 

and southern sides appreach each other with hardly a mile 
distance between them. 

This singular formation divides the county into two un- 
equal parts. The northerly part is considerably larger than 
the other, three sides of it being square—the side next to 
New York and those bordering on Sussex on the 
west and Bereen on the east... The other division 
broadens as it passes southeasterly from this compressed 
part, but again lessens until it reaches a sharp point at the 
end of Acquackanonk, between Hssex and Bergen. As Jaid 
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out on the maps the county has the appearance somewhat 
of an old fashioned hourglass, very unsyminetrical, how- 
ever, and with ill shapen sides. 

A large part of Passaic is mountainous, especially at the 
north and west. A range of mountains of small height 
come up from the south below Paterson and seem to stop 
abruptly at the Passaic River. In and around Pompton 
are several hundred acres of very level land, composing part 
of what is called Pompton Plains, the larger portion of 
Which, however, is located in Morris County. 

Passaic is well watered. Besides the river from which it 
takes its name, and which has already been described, the 
Pequannock, its noble tributary, skirts the southern boun- 
dary of the county while making its way to its final resting 
place. The Wanaqua, or Wynockice as it is called by the in- 
habitants in its vicinity, has the whole of its course in the 
county. The Ramapo comes from Bergen and crosses Pas- 
sale at its narrow part, near Pompton, and a considerable 
stream from Greenwood Lake makes its entire way in Pas- 
saic until it finds the Wanaqua Valley near Boardyille. 
A stream called the Singae is of some importance in drain- 
ing the surrounding country. 

There are numerous other stall streams and streamlets, 
tributaries of the Pequannock and other rivers, and some 
that run into Greenwood Lake. That beautiful sheet of 
water, called also Long Pond and better known by that 
hame to those who live near it, extends from New York 
into the northern part of West Milford, nearly one-half 
lying south of the dividing line between the two States. It 
is well stocked with fish of various kinds, and for @enera- 
lions has been the resort of fishermen. But of late years 
it has been much sought by summer visitors, both in New 
Jersey and in New York. The Greenwood Lake Railroad 
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has made its banks easy of access. Its location is ¢harm- 
ing, and all lovers of wild scenery must delight in the land- 
scapes around it which meet their eyes. 

The Bearfoot Mountains, the roughest, wildest, and most 
rocky in the State and the dread of explorers who seek to 
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A CRAZY 7) QUILT. 

mount (heir rugeed sides, enter New Jersey from New York 
at the northera extremity of West Milford and pass south- 
ward. They are covered with a thick growth of laurel and 
other enarled bushes, of scrub oaks, and some chestiut, 
They lie on the west side of Greenwood Lake and cover its 
western banks with a thick shade in the brightest of sum- 
mer days, 


Some twelve or more ponds and hLiveer bodies of water 
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which may be called lakes are found in the county, mostly 
in West Milford, the largest of which is Macopin, an exceed- 
ingly beautiful body of water covering two hundred and 
ninety-nine acres, Which seems to have hitherto escaped the 
attention of summer visitors. Greenwood Lake has one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty acres of land lying be- 
neath its waters. ; 

Numerous railroads intersect the county in almost every 
direction, giving easy access to travellers into other parts 
of the country. The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western 
runs from [Loboken northward, enters the county near the 
City of Passaic, then passes to Paterson, and from thence 
to Morris County, crossing the Pequannock at what was 
once called Mead’s Basin, but is now kuown as Mountain 
View, and where there is a station on the railroad. The 
New York and rie also starts from Iloboken, goes direct 
to Paterson and then into Bergen County, and after travers- 
ing a portion of that county makes its way into New York. 
The New York, Susquehanna and Western also reaches 
2atlerson, finds its way from that city with a rather cir- 
cuiltous route to the Pequannock, which it crosses at Pomp- 
ton, and then follows the last named river along the south- 
ern boundary of the county. The New York and Green- 
wood Teaves the New York, Susquehanna and Western 
about midway between Pompton and Bloomingdale and 
finishes its course at Greenwood Lake, (raversing Pompton 
and West Milford Townships. 

The agricultural interests of Passaic are considerable. 
There are some excellent farms within its boundary, espe- 
cially in the vicinity of Pompton, some of which are culti- 
vated with profit. West Milford, although so wild and 
forbidding, has some good arable land near Macopin Pond, 
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and the Dutch farmers on the Pequannock, for two centuries 
and more, have cultivated most excellent fariis. 

Passaic County has 28,800 acres within its bounds: 126,- 
454 of land and 1,646 water; 1,346 acres of the land covered 
with water lie within West Milford. Of the land. 50,284 
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acres are cleared; the balance is still covered with forests. 
Some idea of the growth of the population may be gained 
from these facts: in 1840, three years after the county was 
formed, its population was 16,734; in 1880 the combined 
population of the cities of Paterson and Passaic was 59,900; 
(he whole population then of the county was 60,805. By 
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the census of 1900 the people in Paterson alone numbered 
somewhat over 105,500. | 

In the rural districts outside of the two large cities, where 
the people are engaged in agricultural pursuits, they are 
permanent in their residences. This is especially applicable 
to the localities where Dutch tninigrants settled in the 
early history of the county, and where many of their de- 
scendants are still found living on the same farms occu- 
pied by their ancestors. This, however, does not apply to 
wl who have Ilolland blood in their veins. Many of them 
of the present day have been impelled by the energy of their 


neighbors of other kin, have caught their spirit and prog- 


ress, and have mingled with the people and rivalled them in 


their application to other pursuits than agriculture and in 
their efforts to serve the community as citizens. 

In the early records of the county, im the lists of civil 
officers, names of undoubted Duteh origin so often occur 
that it may be asserted without fear of contradiction thaut 
more than three-fourths of those officers were of Holland 
descent, This state of affairs continued for many years, but 
of Jate the influx of men of foreign blood has turned the 
scale, and now these Holland hames, so often once recorded, 
seldom appear. 

At one time the very great majority of the people of the 
county were devoted to agriculture; now nearly all give 
(heir attention (o mechanical and manufacturing pursuits, 
and in this respect itis not excelled by any other county in 
the State. | 

Passaic had no independent history of its own prior to 
the time of its incorporation as a county. Up to that period 
it had been so intimately connected with Essex and Bergen 
that it could have had no separate historical record. The 
Dutch had come over first from Manhattan to Bergen Coun- 
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ty, and then gradually they pushed their way in their slow, 
systematic manner into Acquackanonk and Pompton, 
occupying the lowlands found in those localities. There 
they built thelr substantial stone dwellings of one story, 
with outreaching eaves, cultivated their farms with perse- 
vering industry, living quiet lives, rearing their children, 
and teaching them the virtues which have so adorned the 
character of these phlegmatic men. Suddenly they were 
confronted by a new order of things. They were awakened 
by the splash of water wheels, by the clatter and swine of 
machinery, by the rush of a new, busy life. Their young 
men began to appreciate this great change going on around 
them, they awakened from their apathy, and soon learned 
that this new, busy life was before them, that it was for 
them, and that it meant something better, nobler than the 
dreary monotony of a farm. So they began to keep step 
With the push of this new existence and soon found that 
they had possibilities within them of which they had yever 
dreamed, and took their proper place in the great battle 
around them, — 

Passaic County was incorporated by an act of the New 
Jersey Legislature approved on the 7th of Mebruary, 1837. 
‘In this act the county is thus described: 

All those parts of the Counties of Essex and Bergen contained within the 
following boundaries and lines: Beginning at the mouth of Yantakaw or 
Third River, at its entrance into Passaie River, being the present boundary of 
the township of Acquachanuck; running thence northwesterly along the course of 
the line of said ‘Township to the corner of said line, at or near the Newark and 
Pompton ‘Turnpike; thence in a straight line to the bend of the road below the 
house now oceupied by John Freeman, in the township of Caldwell, being about 
one and a half miles in length ; thence to the middle of Passaic River; thence 
along the middle of said River to the middle,of the mouth of the Pompton River 
by the two Bridges; thence up said River along the line between Bergen and 


Morris Counties to Sussex County; thence along the line between Sussex and 
Bergen Counties to the State of New York; thence Easterly along the line be- 
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tween the two States to the division line between the townships of Pompton and 
Franklin; thence along said line dividing said townships and the townships of 
Franklin and Saddle River to where it intersects the road commonly called 
Goetchius’ lane; thence down the center of said road or lare to the Passaic River; 
thence down the middle of Passaic River to the place of Beginning. 


When Passaic was first organized it had five townships: 
Acquackanonk, Manchester, Paterson, Pompton, and West 
Milford. Of these Acquackanonk was the oldest, liaving 
been made a township as early as 1693, when it formed a 
part of Issex, to which it continued to belong until the 
creation of Passaic, when it was added to the new county. 
Manchester was included in Saddle River, one of the town- 
ships of Bergen, but was transferred to Passaic in 1837, 

Sume reference has already been made to the early his- 
tory of Paterson in connection with the Society for the Ls- 
tablishment of Useful Manufactures. A large part of it 
Was originally severed from Acquackanonk in 1831, when it 
became an independent township, and was afterward, in 
ISO1, incorporated as a cily, but since that time has re- 
ceived large additions to its territory in its first and second 
wards by some part of Little Malls and a further portion 
from Acquackanonk, Pompton was also an ancient municl- 
pality, founded in 1797 from part of Bergen, from which 
county it was transferred to Passaic in 1837. West Milford 
belonged to Pompton until 1834, when it was made a town- 
ship, aml three years afterward added to Passaic County. 
Since the formation of Passaic three new townships have 
been erected within its bounds: Little Halls, Passaic, and 
Wayne. Little Falls was once within the bounds of 
Acquackanonk, but in 1868 was made an independent town- 
Ship. Passaic was taken from Acquackanonk in 1866 and 
made a township; three years later it became a village; and 
it was incorporated as a city in T8738. In 1847 Wayne was 
set olf from Manchester, 
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Five boroughs have been created in Passaic; three, Pomp- 
lon Likes, Totowa, and Hawthorn, were incorporated prior 
to 1901. In 190L two others were formed by the Legisla- 
ture: Prospect Park, by act approved March 13, and Ilale- 
don, on March 20.) Both were taken from the Township of 
Manchester. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
WEST MILFORD, POMPTON, AND WAYNE 


EST MILFORD TOWNSHIP is situated in the 
northwestern part of the county and is its largest 
municipality. There are few townships in the 
State that have so large an acreage and not 

many that have so few inhabitants. It is bounded on the 

north by Orange County in New York, on the east by 

Pompton Township, on the south by Morris County, from 

which it is separated by the Pequannock River, and on the 





west by Sussex County. Almost the whole of the township 
is covered by mountains, whose summits are bare of vegeta- 
tion and covered by scragey rocks. The valleys of the Ring. 
wood and Wanaqua Rivers, which extend through the whole 
leneth of West Milford from north to south, and occasional 
valleys on the tributaries of these and other rivers, are 
filled with fertile farms, which in a measure compensate 
for the sterility found in other portions of the township. 

The Wanaqua Valley, which begins at Pompton Plains, is 
beautiful and pieturesque. More beautiful landscapes can 
not be found elsewhere. Iron ore of the very best quality 
has been mined in various parts of the township. ‘lhe 
rich deposits of this metal, found in Morris County and at 
Ringwood and other parts of what is now Passaic, invited 
early in the eighteenth century immigration and capital 
frora England and Hurope. Large tracts of land were pur- 
chased, mines opened, and iron ore mined in great quanti- 
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lies and of excellent quality; forges and furnaces were 
erected and iron manufactured. Germans came over from 
Ilesse-Cassel and other parts of the Fatherland. Of course 
all these facts led to explorations for the precious metal 
in parts of the country adjacent to the quines already 
opened. This led explorers into West Milford, and there 
iron was found of a superior character and in quantity. 
West Milford was settled as carly as 1720 by imini- 
erants from Germany and other parts of Europe, some 
coming = from 
Tolland. A 
few of — the 
haimes of 
these’ early 
settlers — still 
survive In 
the township, 
such as Stru- 
bel, Schuls- 


Ler, Vree- 





land, and 


AFTER A BLIZZARD. 


Ikanouse.. The 
IXanouse family is of TTolland descent, the ancestor, Jolin 
George Kanousc, coming here about 1720. Tle was unable 
to pay his passage, and, like many others, was sold on his 
arrival here to pay the amount due. Tis descendants have 
rainified into many of the most respectable families in the 
county. One of them was the mother of John P. Brown, 
Whose father, Peter P. Brown, and himself kept the famous 
hotel at New Foundland for more than seventy years. This 
lady survived until a few years ago. 
There are several school districts in the township, but 
the sparsity of the population necessarily obliges the extent 


























ee ee eT, 
Open terrasse) Die at att 
Te VO (ett fe) “it yt oy om ee 
oun YO teat ubrodiet “ato ay nit co te bill 
Lstont apolerty ol 401 auoltweiolqxs oF bel ahaie sel me 
Clecotbts weve bett will OF Seon he. a tattiges old Yo wring wi | oN 
wrth fae ttt he ofab srternealyy Xo | bol ail’ berog | 
‘iteanup mf baw ta) ods re apie hilo bauel eaw nent 
‘imiut’ yd OST 4am Wi bitsid au freltiea enw: Insot lilt doll 
“Hoe gapornk de ating ashi fone. silence te danas 
work eohaos 
A daatbold ie 
alt ie wot ti 
bo Heid: 
“ind. gaend te 
Une eteliton #8 
ab ovivaiwe fe 
Afideawod abe ii 
iim em thos 
swbaeine «tend 
F286 Bit he 
Od Mec cbt Lt 





Baa ; v ” 





pane ' RASS + BATTA © 
wit .yaipetigct : 


nilol. solr oll devel fewbtoddh Yo at v bist eo i 
yldooe sow 91 OST uods of gatines osmium aoygiet 
lite blow «aw redio winnie oath bon oe nea eh (aot 


ovat wiitbhoush wont dements salt qi. od oro Deep, wi ae i 
ont sab epidin et Pah ae Joe He wien Ohi belies, — > 
wrth “loaideb to sllent oft dw aeoukt lo 0nO 9 4gOg | ‘eae es 
wivormt odd spot Moamid, hes aawondl “Ll todo cenligh omy ae 


aD errioy, Yiuowor scald aioe 10) bislbnaso’d wot dp lotod 

hg O20 Kay, yee ty Linus heared vane, yhel nt rr rb 
tad qhiawwos out ai eioisiaib jooden ledevos ain, wrolA 4 ek 
tavize oily souildo vlinsazooee sohulogog ult lo Wiiewegs old ae 


Pg Roepe ene Pena TERENAS SREP ORRRNiseiNeNS 


RELIGIOUS AND AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS 241 


of these districts to be large; the children as a general rule. 
attend and much interest is manifested in the care and sup- 
port of the schools. 

There are five churches in the township: a Roman Catho- 
lic and a Baptist at Echo Lake, two Presbyterian—one at 
New Foundland and one at the village of West Milford,— 
and a Methodist at New Foundland. Of these the Roman 
Catholic at Echo Lake is the oldest. It was estabHshed 
to meet the wants of the German population, who were 
Roman Catholics in their religious views. It has not, how- 
ever, been well supported, as the number of its attendants 
has not warranted the settlement of a regular priest. The 
other churches are well attended and well supported. 

Aericulture is the principal pursuit of the inhabitants. 
The iron interests have not been sustained of late vears, 
as formerly. In 1840 the town had ten forges, two tan- 
neries, two gristinills, five sawmills, and a population of 
2,108. In 1880 it had as many iills and as many forges, 
but these last were not in active nor continual operation, 
and its population was about 2,500. In 1900 it cast less 
than five hundred and eighty votes. The introduction into 
the township of railroad facilities has added greatly to the 
convenience of its citizens in the quick transportation of 
the products of the soil to good markets. Great quanti- 
ties of milk are daily sent to the City of New York. 

Near Macopin, at the foot of a hill, is quite a liree deposit 
of kaolin of excellent quality. The depth of this deposit 
has not been ascertained, but the earth in wells dug in the 
vicinity, fifteen or twenty feet in depth, is discolored by the 
kaolin. The deposit seemed caught up between the roots 
of the hill and a ledge of rocks running parallel with the 
elevation from which this material seems to proceed. 

There are some small and unimportant hamlets in West 





bs nen 8 9 
$0 Sure—anbratgder F diel ata ‘east 4% saidqatl 6 
— dnote i207 Yo opnltiy Sift ab ake bit haalicaal ae a 
haneoet wilt ono) 0 bustbasol wok te laiboutjol oe mt ‘i 
Levleiletintes How 1 Seatde olf ul odal: rock ih 4 ‘ 1B mu 
onowr way Meehan mB off Yo alasw alt Jom ©: 
veal Jou ead 1 pareiv enrokyifor tol tsi vsiloded ne 
~eteanine a ene TO ponders ay ofl fs ohio Prodi ie Ripe 
a dei silage st Le det iy Day 
badswgqgaa tear hice inslni B 
- atnadidedtad ot te tin eitisy hueghiar 
iy elev, ‘inl 0 be ' sb Ate 
nt Ovid eoyod wok fn ibaa Ai 
* Ty OT ELIT ORT $e ‘ie alll in ga OFM elitetialon owt @ 
(Hog20) Urn a6 bare wl tives weer il il 3 ) aan at 
MHL BTIgo lsuahwos tou ovipn il Jot of9v seal pee) | 
gaol dado 1 OORL wl HORS doode vow ao elagog ‘th 
oyuk aletts Ae 1 walt aohy eibabs fees lohan vite 
wut ad vilnern bobbs esvl auiitios? baotlina Yo qitearwod pr 
1 Holts Moyen sen dotrips ont ai avoxitio wi lo sonvinowed q 
‘ikep thor) aeokiei hoog of Tier oil) Yo aonbor. Ct aha) 
ahro't yor Yo (HD ou) ot dite inh ose shine to: a i i’ 4 2 
Heotud eatnl i Olin et Hil wy To food wilh te, wiquankt ry ae ; ; 
anh ehtr to a ea lt aitteinp tmaliouzs Yo mlond tei a 
waft al enl elfow mt tise ore hijal ‘hontattaved wong four eid 
sili yd fevtoloomibh af aiqah at joel yiserwd re ath iniviy 
vioor od aewn tod ay hiyinn lone pace ol T silowd — 
ot stiiw follicng yaimir adios To oghot 6 bon itid oly Wi 
Jmoowry oF euros scrote elif dota uot initials 7 


seo ui balan sabes mn an Benes ouioa FLA on : 
Aes Se Te j 































942 THH PASSAIC VALLEY 


Milford: Uttertown, Postville, Clinton, Cooper, Upper Ma- 
copin, and ILewitt. New Poundland and West Milford are 
more important villages. West Milford has 51,826 acres, 
of which 1,346 are covered by water and 37,363 by forests. 

Pompton Township contains 384,172 acres, of which two 
hundred and four are under water and 26,433 uncleared. 
Like West Milford, its territory extends from the northern 
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OLD REVOLUTIONARY HOUSE AT POMPTON, 


to the southern lines of the county. It is bounded on the 
north by New York, on the east by Bergen, on the south by 
Morris County with the Pequannock River as a dividing 
line, and on the west by West Milford. In its western por- 
lion it is quite hilly, but the valley of the Wanaqua, where 
is found some excellent cultivable land, fills up almost its 
entire western part. Large quantities of iron ore have 
been mined in different parts of Pompton in years gone by. 

The celebrated Ringwood mines are situated very near to 
the New York line. These mines at one time were very 
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successfully conducted under the management of members 
of the Ryerson family, who were influential and successful 
in this township. hey belonged after they went out of 
the control of the Rversons to the Trenton Iron Company, 
owned by the philanthropist, Peter Cooper, and his son-in- 
law, Abram S. Ilewitt, formerly mayor of New York City, 
Who is still living at a very advanced age, Minny years 
avo Mr. Hewitt, who was an accomplished expert in all mat- 
ters relating to iron from the ore to the finest steel fabric, 
declared that more than five hundred thousand tons of first 
rate ore had been taken from this Ringwood mine, 

Pompton was one of the localities which early attracted 
Dutch immigration, and many descendants of these Tolland 
inigrants abound here and in its vicinity. Such names 
as Van Ness, De Bow, Mandeville, Rverson, Roome, Van 
Saun, De Baun, Doremus, Bertholf, Van Wagenen, Ro- 
maine, Mead, Berdan, and others, all undoubtedly of ToL 
land origin, still are found here. Those who bear these 
names who are past middle life are all able to speak the 
Dutch language, and in many old dwellings, some built by 
the original ancestors, that vernacular is the only mode of 
conversation in their households. 

The Ryerson name was borne by some of the most noted 
men in the State. Martin J. Rverson, who for many vears 
conducted and was the owner of the Ringwood mines, was 
State senator from Passaic for three successive years. 
Martin J. Ryerson, his uncle, was the owner of a large 
furnace at What is now called Pompton Lakes, was a very 
successful iron manufacturer, and a judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Bergen County. Tis son, Peter M. Ryer- 
son, Succeeded him in the business, and was for many years 
the largest ron manufacturer in the United States. At the 
age of fifty-seven he entered the Unton Army as captain in 
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a New Jersey regiment of infantry, was afterward promoted 
to major, and was killed at the battle of Williamsburg, May 
5, 1862. On the day he left for the front he expressed to an 
intimate friend his conviction that he would be killed, 
and expressed the hope that he would be in the command 
of his regiment. His hope was realized, for on the day of 
the battle both his colonel and lieutenant-colonel were ab- 
| sent, and he necessarily 
took the command.  IJlis 


o sg 


son, David A. Ryerson, now 
a successful) lawyer in 
Newark, after his father’s 
death raised a company 
from the hardy mountain- 
eers of West Milford and 
Pompton, and entered the 
service as captain with his 
brother, Peter ME. wr., 
then a cadet at West 
Point, as one of his lieu- 
tenants. - Peter M. JT., 
was killed in Tennessee, 
and David A. was 
wounded at Gettysburg. 





ge Aca en aes COSEAND. Another son, Richard W., 
physically unable to enter 
the ranks, went into the quartermaster’s departinent and re- 
turned safely to his family. 

There are several villages and hamlets in Pompton. The 
villages ave all important, and are Bloomingdale on its 
southern border, where there are several churches and a 
postoffice; Pompton in the southeastern corner with an old 
Reformed (Dutch) Church and a postoffice; and Ringwood 
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in the extreme north, where are situate the Ringwood mines 
and a postoffice. The hainlets are Boardville, Stonetown, 
Midvale, and Wanaqua. 

Pompton Lakes, one of the tive boroughs of Passaic, is 
Situate in Pompton Township, near and around the spol 
where once stood Judge Martin J. Ryerson’s furnace, and in- 
cludes the ponds used by him in connection with his iron 
manufactures. ‘These collections of water give name to the 
borough. Pompton derives its title from the Pompton In- 
dians, who frequented this region. 

Wayne Township is situate in-the central part of the 
county, is of irregular shape, and extends southerly from 
the locality where the county is compressed into narrow di- 
mensions, as already described, until it reaches Little Falls. 
Its boundaries can not be very accurately defined in conse- 
quence of this irregularity of formation. It is narrow at 
each end and broadens out in its center, and is bounded 
north by Bergen, cast by Bergen, Paterson, and Little alls, 
south by Essex and Little I’alls, and west by Morris and 
Idssex, It is mostly level, and excellent and well culti- 
vated farms abound within its territory. Several small 
streams flow over its southern part into the Pequannock, 
Which passes along the western boundary, dividing the 
township from Morris. It contains 17,107 acres, ninety-six 
of which are covered by water, 9,488 are cleared, and 7,523 
are still forest land. Tt has a few hamlets and yillages— 
Preakness, Wayne, and Mountain View or Mead’s Basin, 
where there is a station on the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Railroad, which traverses the southwestern part 
of the township on its way from Paterson to Boonton. The 
New York, Susquehanna and Western also passes over a 
small portion of Wayne with a station at the village of 
Wayne. The township is divided into two undefined dis- 
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tricts called Preakness and Pacquanack. These divisions 
are arbitrary and denote no particular peculiarity either of 
locality or of interest. 

This township has an excecdinely interesting history. Its 
earliest settlement was the second oldest in the county. It 
had then no municipal organization, but afterward it 
formed a part of Manchester, from which it was taken I*eb- 
ruary 17, 1847, and created an independent township by an 
act of the Legislature. ft was settled more than two cen- 
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AT A COUNTY FAIR. 


turies and a half before that date, when Arent Schuyler and 
Major Anthony Broekholst, Che original grantees of the tithe 
for five Chousand five hundred acres in Passaic, covering a 
large part of Wayne Township, immigrated to Wayne and 
lived on a part of their purchase. The settlement prior to 
this was in Acquackanonk., These first two settlers, who 
were Tlollanders, although Schuyler was born in Albany 
in New York, were soon followed by miumerous permanent 


mnigrants of the same race, whose descendants (o-day com- 
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pose the majority of the citizens of Wayne. This Arent 
Schuyler was undoubtedly the ancestor of the numerous 
and influential family of Schuylers scattered all over New 
York and New Jersey. An examination of the list of offi- 
cers of the township shows that much more than one-half 
are of Holland descent. The names most prominent are 
Schuyler, Ryerson, Berdan, Doremus, Mandeville, Van 
Riper, Kip, and Demarest. 

The manufacturing interests of Wayne are inconsider- 
able, the people being mostly engaged | 
in agriculture. Some years ago a 
large powder mill was established at 
the village of Wayne under the man- 
agement of the  Laflin and Rand 
Powder Company. Several — brick 
vards have been very successfully con- 
ducted at Mountain View and other 
points. 

The first school in Wayne, accord- 
ine to tradition, was opened as late as 
1776, ina “due out” at the bottom of 
a hill near Mead’s Basin or Mountain 





View. This dug out had.a substan- 


DUTCH PATROON. 


tial roof, and was used by General 


~ Anthony Wayne as a stable during the Revolutionary War 


and while he was sitioned in the vicinity. There are now 
five school districts, cach with a comfortable house. 

The old Reformed Church at Preakness was established 
in 1798, when a small church edifice was built. The con- 
gregation was poor, and for years strugeled against great 
disadvantages, unable to secure the services of an independ- 
ent minister of their own and depending for such religious 
instruction as they could obtain from the pastors of the 





















vere © ee Wee Kas 
Oa Cots te eer 


The 


A 
5 
@ 





ae he 

tat ailT lt: ee ak ty es | 
avorenia ot to tu es ath ‘dbsind ob “ 
wer vo lit Bs ry ak 








aT ah say Yeo eetenat ‘oat pitt he “uilloll be oe 
| nay otra bight deans st sib oft. owen tol ts. ne 
| | deena bin gia toys t et 
prenen wat singe Yo eduatotel gunk te) erassaat of Me 
| hoymgns Hisour gnivd ofqoo oth | 
Bong ROY nor ere Hy 
te by vibe ien, RE ‘ina, a 
tg ohh oael an, Ne 


eit 
BVO he 
Vy alt 
vow iors, \ 
, 8 c. 
7 NM a iy 
: Ne 
wy Pee: 
* 4; 
‘. . 
ty ‘ 


OD ai: el bf ses) 
| a apohtod » al h Fy 
shh intioH. 40 jee Pe hae Mt iid a 
titania baal deo eub all? wait | 
erourah) yd, been aay dui 008 init 
tit ree PSE eh spetinar ts aiid 0 4s ony ave We a 
cou one-oroalt  ianboiy ost) ol. bomoli nie mist ont slishye haw, § 

areal: obelish folio 6 AH reyes a rit hails taveaad yx oe 
beoudetlds bee envi weoeol ier hes theresa) bossa: mh flo ont 
sou ot  itind eave-voiliby deren Lpstine fs stv BUTE at 
Reis, denis: Ait kage eis a ae ani 08 mi Wh, ot a 





MOOW TAS bailar ' 


248 THE PASSAIC VALLEY 


neighboring churches. But in 1843 they were able to call 
to their aid the Rey. John A. Staats, who ministered to them 
for nearly twenty years. In 1852 they were enabled to re- 
build, and are now an active, progressive congregation, wilh 
Sunday school and other organizations. 

During the Revolutionary War portions of both contend- 
ing armies at times visited the township, but no particular 
incidents connected with their presence are of any interest. 
The township is named in honor of Major-General Anthony 


Wayne. 


ANTHONY WAYNE’S NOTE TO WASHINGTON ON ‘'TITE 
CAPTURE OF STONY POINT. 
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LIVTLE FALLS AND MANCHESTER 


erg irrLe FALLS is the smallest township in Passaic 
YG} 





County, having only 3,175 acres, none of which are 
under water; 2,589 are cleared and the balance is 
still covered by the forest. The importance of this 
township is centered in its manufacturing interests at the 
town of Little Ivalls. | 

The land is of good quality in certain portions, but at 
the southern end of the township there is a small extent of 
swampy eround and some mountains, through one of which 
an extensive gap or notch has been cut by some convulsion 
of nature, affording a passage for the Greenwood Lake Rail- 
road, The township is well watered. The Passaic runs 
through the western portion of Little Malls and Peekman’s 
Niver traverses the central part. Both these streams afford 
excellent water power, especially the Passaic. 

By no possibility can any information be given as to the 
first settlement of this part of the county. It seemed to 
have had no iron mines to be explored, its great advantages 
in the possession of immense water power on the Passaic 
were overlooked, and it was not until 1711 that any records 
‘an be found giving any definite knowledge as to the imini- 
eration into this section of Passaie. It is altogether prob- 
able, however, that its contiguity to Acquackanonk must 
have induced some of the population of that locality to have 
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turned their attention to the advantages of the country so 
near their own residence. In 1711 a purchase was made 
by eight Acquackanonk farmers of two thousand eight 
hundred acres. These eight farmers all bore Wolland 
names; they were Francis Post, John Sip, Warmanus CGar- 
retse (now written Garretson), Thomas Jurianee (now 
called Van Riper), Christopher Stynmets or Steinmetts, 
Cornelius Doremus, Peter Poulesse, and Hessel Pieterse, 
now modernized into Peterson. The land thus purchased 
extended from the “ Great Falls” at Paterson, up the Pas- 

saic to Peckman’s 
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AN OLD IOUSE. this time onward 

| inmnigrations were 

frequent, and at first generally of those bearing Dutch 
Thames and undoubtedly of that race. Phose names were 
Bouwrd, Vin “Ness, Brower, hikers” Jacobus, Dey, anid 
Messeke, now written Masker, but a very uncommon name 
and not found elsewhere. Most of these names have now 
disappeared. and have given place to new comers. In the 
list of officers of the towuship for the year Iss only one 
Holand name appears, while in 1868, the first year of the 
Independent history of Little alls as a township, nearly 
one-half of these offices were filled by men of Dutch origin, 
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but they gradually disappear, their places being taken by 
new settlers. 

The township is bounded on the north by Paterson, on 
the east by Acquackanonk, on the south by Caldwell in 
Essex, from which it is separated by the Passaic, and on 
the west by Wayne. 

Besides the town of Little Falls there is a small hamlet in 
the township named Singac, taking its title from the stream 
of that name situated in the extreme northwest of the town- 
ship. This locality was settled by a ILollander called John 
Kiker, but at ‘what date can not be easily ascertained; prob- 
wbly, however, in the early part of the eighteenth century. 
Ife owned most of the land in the immediate vicinity, and 
his descendants are still in this locality, some of them very 
recently living on a part of the land purchased by their an- 
cestor., This is a village of some importance. Singac gate, 
for the collection of toll on the Newark and Pompton Turn- 
pike, was a landmark in this part of the country early*in 
and until the middle of the nineteenth CCNIMTY. | Avapgst- 
office is placed at Singac. 

Mention has already been made of Little Falls and its 
ereat advantages for the establishment of factories arising 
from the great water power found there. These advantages 
seemed to have remained unnoticed until 1772, when 
Thomas Gray erected a foundry and a mill on the ground 
afterward oceupicd by Beattio’s carpet factory. May Gray 
built a dam across the stream which excited some oppo- 
sition from the Legislature, but not serious enough to pre- 
vent the completion of the dam. The title to this property 
of Gray passed through other owners, one of whom was a 
clergyman named John Duryea, until it became the prop- 
erly of Robert Beattie, who in TS846 established an exten- 
sive carpet and woolen factory. The first building used 
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for his purposes was of wood, but owing to the increased 
demand for the products of the factory the appliances have 
been largely increased by the erection of brick buildings. 
The enterprise has been very successful, and several hun- 
dred employees have daily crowded within the walls of the 
buildings. In 1850 George Jackson established the Little 
Falls mills for the manufacture of hair and wool felt and 
carpeting. Other factories for the manufacture of many 





VIEW AT LITTLE FALLS. 


articles in demand all over the country have been estab- 
lished here from time to time until Little Malls has become 
wu hive of industry. | 

As long ago as when Trinity Church of New York re- 
built their church edifice search was made by the architect 
employed to conduct the erection for the proper kind of 
stone, and after considerable search he found it at Little 
Malls. A quarry of brown stone was developed there and 
leased by that wealthy organization for five years. At the 
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expiration of these five years it was leased to William If, 
ILarris, of Montclair, and afterward bought by Robert Beat- 
tie. Professor George Il, Cook, State geologist of New 
Jersey, speaks thus of the stone quarried at Little Malls at 
page 505 of his annual report for 1868: 

The color of this stone is from a light gray to red. It. comes in thick beds, 
and stones seventeen by twelve by four feet are sometimes got out. Most of it 
is very fine grained, and is styled by the workmen “liver rock.” ‘The quarry 
has furnished stone for several of the finest brown stone structures of New York 
and the adjacent cities. For any architectural purposes it is certainly a very 
superior material. It has been successfully used for sculpture. 


Little Malls was organized as a township by act of the 
Legislature approved April 2, 1868.) In the act of incor- 
poration its territory is thus described : 

All that part of the township of Acquackanonk, in the County of Passaic, lying 
westerly of the line running from the line of the City of Paterson along the 
steep rocks and mountains southerly to the line of the County of Essex, being 
the same line known as part of the westerly line of the old Acquackanonk patent, 
as described in an indenture made by the Proprietors of Kast New Jersey to 
Hans Diederick and others, dated March fifteenth sixteen hundred and eighty- 
four, and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State of New Jersey in 
Liber A of Deeds page one hundred and sixty-four. 


The earliest school in the locality now known as the 
Township of Little Balls was conducted under an apple 
tree, so says tradition. The tree was large, its branches 
outspreading, and its hollow trunk, five feet in diameter, 
Was used as a cloak and hat room. The appliances after- 
ward used for some time were no very great improvement 
on the first. The apple tree gave way to the ravages of 
tine, and then the school met in an old distillery and there 
a room seven by twelve was utilized. In 1850 there was 
only one school district in the township. Now there are 
several, and excellent school facilities are provided for the 
young. | 
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In 1825 services after the form of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chuveh were first held ina school house at Little Palbs. 
The congregation then gathered was very small. It 
strugeled, however, against many disadvantages, and after 
a season, receiving in the mean time, in connection with 
three other parishes, the ministrations of a pastor until 
1860, it was able to secure the services of a regular minister 
ofits own. In 1839 an edifice was erected for the purposes 
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COLONIAL CURRENCY, 


of the congregation. On the 17th of October, 18387, a Re- 
formed (Dutch) Church was organized at Litthe Falls by a 
conmnittee of the Classis of Bergen. The congregation was 
obliged to share with the chureh at) airfield, im ssex 
County, in the care of a minister. But in i844 the Rey. 
Mdwin Vedder was installed as pastor and devoted his 
Whole time to the pastorate. This organization is now a 
strong and vigorous body. 
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Manchester Township was once a part of Bergen, but on 
the formation of Passaic on February 7, 18387,it was annexed 
to that county. In the act of incorporation Manchester is de- 
scribed in these few words: “That part of Saddle iver 
lying east of the middle of Gaetchiws road or Jane.’ — It 
contains 6,998 acres, none of which is under water; 4,556 
are cleared, and the balance is still forest land. It is 
bounded north by Bergen County, south by Little l’alls, east 
by Little Falls and Paterson, and west by Wayne. 

As it was originally incorporated in the bounds of Saddle 
River it has no independent history prior to the time of its 
annexation to Passaic, when it became a township. Tt was 
settled as early as 1706 by immigrants of Tolland descent. 
The names of the first pioneers, who were also the owners 
of the land on which they settled, determine that fact. 
Those names were Ryerson, Westervelt, and Van Houten. 
Irom the time that Manchester became an independent 
township up to 188 one or more of these three names ifp- 
pear nearly every year amone the township officers, but 
after that date they are seldom found. Other Dutch fam- 
ilies settled in that. part of Saddle River now Manchester 
soon after the advent of the persons bearing the three names 
just mentioned. Prominent among these were Van Winkle, 
Brockhotst, Roclofse, Van Saun, Van Allen, Merselis, and 
the strange one of Ifelmeghee, undoubtedly now modern- 
ized into Tlalmagh. 

The surface of the land is various: in the center and to- 
wards the south it is rolling, with valleys of fertile and 
level land; to the north and northwest some ranges of hills 
are found called Deer Hills. 

Two of the new boroughs of Passaic, Haledon and Pros- 
pect Park, were taken from Manchester. Totowa and 
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Ifawthorn Boroughs, created some years ago, were also 
‘carved out of this township. 

The first record of schools appears as late as 1822. A 
man named John W. Ilouse, who taught this first school 
for four years, was succeeded by his son, then a youth of 


‘only seventeen, who successfully taught in Passaic and 


Bergen for many years. Ilis term of service in these schools 
was so long that in the last years of his life he not only 
met those who had been his pupils, but had also taught 
their children and even their grandchildren. The township 
is now divided into several districts. 

The manufacturing interests of Manchester are oyer- 
shadowed by those of its greater neighbor, but it has many 
unportant and interesting manufactures carried on within 
its territory. A large factory for the manufacture of toys 
was established in 1875 by G. W. Iwnight. ‘wo Italians 
named Gannetti and Gazzara, in the same year, began the 
business of making silk throwsters on commission, In 1879 
the jute print works were removed from: Paterson and car- 
ried to Manchester. Carpets were manufactured from this 
product, which was imported mostly from Dundee, Scotland, 
although the plant from which it was stripped was eTOWn 
in India. A wax bleaching faetory was removed from 
Westchester in New York to TTaledon as early as 1850. 
Other industries have been introduced and successfully con- 
ducted, so that Manchester can be ranked as a manufactur: 
ing center of some importance. 

A survival of an ancient custom in many of the old set- 
tled localities, especially where the first settlers were of 
Dutch origin, is still in existence at Manchester. In the 
times of the early settlements, when cemeteries and even 
eraveyards had not come into existence, it was customary 
for some part of the ancestral farm to be selected where 
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the dead were deposited with pious care. When sales were 
aade of the farms where any of these sacred spots existed 
they were excepted from the operation of the deed and spe- 
cial conditions inserted permitting burials to be made by de- 
scendants of the original owners in these family burial lots. 
An inclosure of this kind is to be found on the farm formerly 
owned by John Ryerson at Manchester, where there are sev- 
eral graves with headstones, some marked only by dates and 
inittals, others by quaint poetical imscriptions. 
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ACQUACKANONK TOWNSHIP 


Passaic County and the one earliest settled. It 
has been very lareely diminished by much of its 





territory being taken from time to time and added 
to other towuships or to create new municipalities. Tt be- 
longed to Iissex County when it was first created in 1698, 
and continue “1 to form part of that county until 1837, when 
Passaic was created and Acquackanonk annexed to the new 
county. At the (ime when it was an integral part of Essex 
its territory extended to the Passaic and embraced all that 
lay southwest of that stream now contained in the County 
of Passaic. In 183) Paterson was dissevered from it; in 
IS54 and 1855 the territory now known as the first and sec- 
ond wards of Paterson was taken from its in 1866 Passaic 
‘Township was carved almost from its very center; and again 
in IS68 the whole of Little Falls was made up of part of 
Acquackanonk. In bS69 Paterson was again enriched by 
another portion of this ancient municipality. In its shape 
it assumes some of the peculiarities of the county to which 
it now belongs, having been cut and carved without much 
regard to symmetry of sides or of formation. Tt is bounded 
north by Paterson and Little Malls, east by Paterson and 
Jorgen County, and south by Hssex. Tt runs southward to 
vhost a sharp point between Mssex and Bergen, 
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It has 7,256 acres, none of which is under water, and 


nearly all of which ts cleaved. The dand is) largely a 
sandy plain, with some hills of no great elevation in its 
western part and near the Passaic River. Nearly the whole 
of this land is in actual cultivation, being susceptible of a 
very hieh degree of culture. 

[ts singular name is undoubtedly derived from the title 
formerly bestowed upon it by the Indians. Some theories 
have been advanced as to its meaning, but they are 
all so fanciful that nothing would be gained by an ex: 
amination. The name is spelled 
in the ancient records in various 
modes. As the aborigines could 
not write the word the only wav 
in which it could be recorded was 
by adopting the phonetic system. 
It is found in these different 
modes: THoekquaekanone, ~ ITa- 
quequenunck, Achquackununk, 
Hockquackanung, Achquege- 
nouch, Acquequenoung, Aquiko- 





Se Risa EAL CEE nis noug, and Aqueyquinuike. 

The first settlement made in 
What is now Passaic County was in this township, probably 
in 1678. In that year an Indian chief sold Dundee Tstand 
to tlartman Michielsen, who came from Bergentown, 
Michielsen secured a title to his purchase from the = pro- 
prictors in 1686 for the consideration of the yearly payment 
of one “ fatt henn.” From this time onward immigrations 
of Holland stock gradually came, The nature of the coun- 
try, so like that Jeft by them in their native land, invited 
them, and they eame and settled on their farms. A) laree 
extent of country in the decd conveying it was said to con- 
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(ain 5,520 acres, but really by the description twice that 
number was bought from the Indians. That description 
in the deed was as follows: “* From the Third River up the 
Passaic to the falls, thence to Garret Rock, thence along the 
face of the steep rock southwesterly to the present county 
line, and thence to the mouth of Third River.’ This was 
called by the Indians at the time of this conveyance, as 
their pronunciation of the word was understood by their 
white erantees, Haquequennunck, and the bounds as de- 
scribed in the 
deed corre- 
spond almost 
exactly with 
those of the 
township — of 
Acquacka- 
nonk as es- 
tablished = in 
1693. 

The names 
of these pur- 





chasers were | - ’ ' Re Sie 
llans Died- 

. A SUBURBAN HOUSE, 
ricks,  Llart-. : 


man Michielsen, Johannes Michielsen, Adrian Post, Uriah 
‘Tomassen, Cornelius Roclofsen, Symon Jacobs, John Lend- 
rick Speare, Cornelius Lubbers, Abraham Bookey, Garret 
Garretson, Walling Jacobs, Hlias Michielsen, and Cornelius 
Michielsen—tfourteen in wall and every one a Dutchman. 
This property along the Jine of the river was divided by 
mutual agreement into fourtecn farms of one hundred acres 
each, and the other portion, as the demand of new imimigra- 
tions and the growth of the population made necessary, was 
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allotted to various persons, all of Holland stock, until 1714, 
when the last division was made. 

Amone these fourteen purchasers were representatives 
of some of the very best blood in Ifolland, and with very few 
exceptions they are represented among the present mdbabi- 
tants of Acquackanonk. Some of the mames have been mia- 
terially changed, but those living can trace their genealogies 
back to the original settlers, though the present holders 
bear different surnames from those ancestors. The Van 
Wagenens descended from Garret Garretson, Who was 
sometimes called Van (* from”) Wageningen, the locality 
in Holland from where he emigrated. Tlis descendants 
eradually became Van Wagenens or Van Wagoner, as the 
name is often writ- 
ten m  Lassaic. 
Dieu. Van Winkles 


come from Walling 





and Svinon Jacobs, 
the Vreelands 


INDIAN CEREMONIAL STONE. 


trace their geneal- 
ogy back to the Michielsens. The Van Ripers find their 
ancestor in Uriah Tomassen, while the Van ILoutens claim 
descent from Roelofsen. 

In 1680 Sir George Carteret granted a patent to Chiristo- 
pher Hoagland for two hundred and seventy acres now cov- 
ered by the City of Passaic. Phe mame Stoffel is obtained 
from the Duteh, being used by them as the diminutive for 
Christopher. The patent from Sir George Carteret for this 
two hundred and seventy acres is sometimes called Iloag- 
land’s and is also known as Stoffel’s Patent. 

Acquackanonk was located at the head of tidewater in 
the Passaic River, and sloops and schooners of considerable 


burthen were able to pass up that stream for the purposes 
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of commerce. There were no railroads to disturb the scene 
until near the middle of the nineteenth century. Merchants 
in the northern part of New Jersey and even as far as 
Orange County found it convenient to transport their goods 
purchased in New York Oily by vessels sailing from that 
emporium to Acquackanonk, and from that point transport: 
ing them by wagons. In this manner a large trade sprung 
up at the “Landing,” as the wharf at Acquackanonk was 
called. In the meantime many of the old Dutch descendants 
rennained on their farms, toiling on in’ their quiet, imdus- 
trious manner, io 
secningly sat: Aetae ees 
isfied with yf ! 
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and m_. the 
: FORT LEE IN 1776. 
neighborhood 
of the « Landing.” The shriek of the car whistle had not yet 
aroused them from thei apathy. But at last it came; 
the iron horse dashed through their sleepy town, by their 
farms, and past their scrupulously clean farmhouses, orha- 
mented by their antique, cumbrous furniture of the fashion 
of a century and more ago, Ti i832 the Paterson and Tud- 
son Railroad was built, and this lone established trade was 
vone, Goods could be carricd longer distances and more 
quickly than by the old fashioned, dilatory sailing vessel. 
The Passaie was crossed by General Washington at 
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Acquackanonk when he made his wonderful retreat before 
(he victorious veteran army of Wuegland after the disastrous 
battles on Lone Island and the loss of Forts Lee and Wash- 
ington, and the exact place where he crossed is pointed oul 
by patriotic citizens of the town of Passaic, who have made 

Jl ) 

a full examination of the subject. In 1778 an officer of the 
Continental Army who passed through Acquackanonk aud 
Paramus thus writes about these two localities: 

These towns are chiefly inhabited by Dutch people. ‘Their churches and dwell- 
ing houses are built of rough stone, one story high. There isa peculiar neatness 
in the appearance of their dwellings, having an airy piazza supported by pillars 
in front, and their kitchens connected at the ends in the form of wings. ‘The 
land is remarkably level and the soil fertile, and being generally advantageously 
cultivated the people appear to enjoy case and happy competency. ‘The furni- 
ture in their houses is of the most ordinary kind, and such as might be supposed 
to accord with the fashion of the days of Queen Anne. They despise the super- 
fluities of life, and are ambitious to appear always neat and clean and never to 


complain of an empty purse. 


Mr. Abrabam Van Winkle, of Newark, a lineal descendant 
of the Jacobse Van Winkle who came into Acquackanonk 
from ILfolland, has in his possession the original deed from 
Symon Jacobs Van Winkle, son of Symon Jacobs, one of 
the fourteen grantees already mentioned, to Jacob Van 
Winkle and others. Mr. Van Winkle has very kindly per- 
mitted a copy to be made of this ancient and interesting 
deed for this work, as follows: 


THIS INDENTURE made on the twenty ninth day of July in the seventh 
year of the Reignof Our Sovereign Lord George the second by the Grace of God 
King of Great Brittain, France and Ireland, Defend’? of the Faith &e An- 
noque Dom 1728, Between Symon Jacobs van Winekle of Aghquachanunek in 
the County of Essex in the Eastern Division of the Province of New Jersey, 
husbandman, of the One Part, and Jacob van Winkel, Simeon van Winkel, 
Marinus van Winkel and Abraham van Winkel of the County and Province 
aforesaid, Husbandmen of the other Part. WILERIEAS the Lords Proprietors 
of the Province of Kast New Jersey (now called the HKastern Division of the 


Province of New Jersey) by Certain Indentures under the Common Seal of the 


“ — 


oe. site” @doagl, mame to Hoa obi as edusil « 
Hee doosh of behottaod {wats Ko LetS cont 


y " a i . AALS ' | ; td iy i ‘ 


tn | wid obsiue of aotby Anos a phe 
wiveribessetby ot. oRibnalgod Vooquens: sureotoy a . seh 5 
lesVE bas sad writod le enol all tases dornted 3 
ino bodmiog &f homaas od sialwe oval Ha pig pair 
whist said oibw: coldness lo somek oilb to aitusiivs sobs « 
okt Vy 4ovitlo SB cay iL duojdina oils Jo sulteulmane fi Re, 
iii Higontsa ns pods dys oraals. boeesy oly qurd Leder it =“ 
feaGiliood os vad) Jolin eatin anu assis 


“Usps bit cvdorudy tot? stalejs if date vaul Seo sidwatiti ylvide ain kirwod 9¢ 


















_ eeeatiisey aici ast) dyiel yon OMe saoda alpen ty afin is 14110 


waedlig yl fesdioqaue using qiis an guid ayaittowh sien to gauss 
alt” ayniw du art out ai has af Ve Dassouios aio) bun 
Pasrvryntan rhe YHorsuvy Yodo Juiz: elidel Tina add ban fyyvol a 
stmt oP yountoqures ind bets wHaY Zojee oF brs hyrinie 
leneoepqure ob ddpites ess aboata a ‘dutial eekindbrve doo wih 1g of Seanad 

toque ould sedigueshy yet “aati, nongd ia et i ss / ; 
(ower fs bea! ta fae seen angen yd ‘ abs £ 














davu solos bopok Ov buies ihe obiniWt ‘aay sedony ab 
aivtl boob luntigivy wh) soiemoeeog eid ni wad agi 


any Yibadd yxo¥ esd ofdalW! ue of setoilto bing 9 
guilaotiai hus tavionn zit lo obs od 01 Gyoo & Toit 


seyallol as alto wild eh 


Hwiisd: elit at viol, te sel diiin (avout His tne EUSA pie 
heok) Be seaenid arty gal higorwpesdt oyna) baad agyisKod in QO bo agiodl gal) 

~i. 4% dint od} To Weel Angad fire goss’ sajataiatt nai)’ 
sb down edoaspalya 16 olden une esas mensiyer agow toil BST, saoll « 
corel, wa ta seaiver'l od? lo momivi(l motu Oda ni xorald oy 
doa WE nay cosas dodtoiW nay dopal, bea tsa't onO edt bo yom 
voniver) bus yawoD edi To fobiW neve apoderdA how, foolwiW 
wiv ioityonl ‘abso.t sily Sh LW ait 4: ot to. 
wld Wo swisiv itl ‘rradeah aft botlao wit) quetsl, walt dust to's wn" 
odd Yo tno nominee!) old whan avuehivbel niatoD yt (sesh wah To. 


naar ce 
i a i 
3°s 7a 
me a aA 






: ; b " tes 
‘ = yey ae ae 
wD. s 7 : 4 
ha 2 ee) Aa 
-_ a 5 ¥ 
et od C4 


er ba 
a , os 


Ld 
<2 


aa : 





t 
; 
| 
} 


ee 


ACQUACKANONK DEED 265 


said Provinee and signed by the Deputy Governor and the major Part of the 
Council! of the same bearing Date the sixteenth day of March in the year of Our 
Lord One Thousand six Hundred and Eighty Four and in the Seven and 
Thirtieth year of the Reign of the Late King Charles the second for and in the 
Consideraion therein mentioned and Exprest did grant, bargain and sell unto 
Hans Diderik, Garrit Garritsen, Waling Jacobs, Elias Michielsen, Martian 
Michielsen, Joannis Michielsen, Cornelis Michielsen, Adrian Post, durian 
Thomas, Cornelis Roclofsen, Symon Jacobse (being the abovenamed Symon 
Jacobse van Winkel), Jan Hendricks Spier, Cornelis Lubbertse and Abraham 
Booke their heires and assignes forever A Certain Tract of Land Situate lying 
and being upon Pesaick River in the County of Essex and Called and known by 
the name of Aghquachanunck. Beginning at the Northernmost bounds of the 
Town of Newark and so running from the Lowermost part to the uppermost 
part thereof as farr as the Steep Rocks or 
mountains And from the said lLowermost 
Part along Pesaick River to the great falls 
thereof and so along the Steep Rocks and 
mountains to the uppermost part of Newark 
bounds aforesaid As it is more Particularly 
or Plainly demonstrated by a Chart or Draft 
thereof made by the Late Surveyor Generall 
Together with all the Rivers Ponds Creeks 
Isles Islands (Hartinans Island which Particu- 
larly belongs to Hartman Michielsen and a 





Neck of Land within the bounds aforesaid 
Conteining ‘Two Hundred Seventy Eight FLAG OF THE WEST INDIA 
acres Called and known by the name of COMPANY. 

Stoffells Point formerly Patented to One 

Christopher Hoogland and Sinse sold to the within named Hartinan Michielsen 
and Company always Excepted) and allso all Inletts Bays Swamps Marshes 
Pastures fields fences woods underwoods fishing Hawking fowling hunting and 
all other appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging and appurteining (halt 
Part of the Gold and Silver Mines and the Royalty of the Lords Proprietors 
allso Excepted). ‘To Have and to Ilold the said ‘Tract of Land and premisses 
and every part and parcell of the same to them the said Hans Diderik, Garrit 
Garritsen, Waling Jacobs, Elias Michielsen, Hartman Michielsen, Johannes 
Michielsen, Cornelis Michielsen, Adrian Post, Jurian ‘Thomas, Cornelis Roeloft- 
sen, Symon Jacobse (the before named Symon Jacobse van Winkel), Jan Hen- 
drikse Spier, Cornelis Lubbertse and Abraham Booke their heires and assignes 
forever and to the use of them their heires and assignes forever as in and by the 
said Deed Recorded in the Records of the said Province in the year One Thou- 


sand Six Hundred and Eighty Four Lib A. T, ———— Relaion thereunto being 
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had may more fully and at Large appear. And Whereas the aboyenamed Hans 
Diderik, Garrit Garritse, Waling Jacobs, Elias Michielsen, Hartman Michiel- 
sen, Joannis Michielsen, Cornelis Michelsen, Adrian Post, durian ‘Thomase, 
Cornelis Roclofse, Jan Hendriksse Spier, Cornelis Lubbertse and Abraham 
Booke Thirteen of the grantees inthe said Deed named are long: sinse deceased 
whereby all the Right and ‘Title to the said Lands inthe said Deed mentioned 
are become the Right and Title of hun the said Symon Jacobse yan Winkel by 
the name of Symon Jacobse aforesaid. Now this Indenture Witnesseth That he 
the said Symon Jacobse yan. Winkel for and in Consideraion of the nattirall Love 
and affection which he hath and beareth 


unto his Sonns the abovenamed Jacob heel 









van Winkel, Simeon van Winkel, Marinus nell 7 i 4 

van Winkel and Abraham van Winkel : Bish he 

Hath given granted Released Enfeotted a Nant ip Re 
and Confirmed and by these prescuts doth aes wi ANR | 
fully and assolutely give grant Release i: Wek Se 


Knufeoff and Confirm unto the sail Jaeob 
van Winkel, Simeon van Winkel, Marinus 
van Winkel and Abraham yan Winkel 
their heires and assigues for Ever All that 
the beforementioned Tract and Pascell of 
Land and Premisses with the hereditaments and 
appurtenances Scituate lying and being and but- 
ted and bounded as in the before in part Print- 
ed Deed is Exprest (always Excepting out of 
this present Deed the Island Called) Hartinans 
Island thereby granted to Hartman Michielse And the Neck 
of Land Conteining Two hundred Seventy Eight Acres Called 
and known by the name of Stosstells Point formerly Patented 
to Christopher Lloogland and sinse sold to Hartman Michielse 


and Company as allso all the Royalties in and by the said 


A BELT OF 
Reserved to the Lords Proprietors of the said) Province and WAMPUM. 


wlso Excepted out of this present grant all other the Lands 


and premisses which as Part and Pareell of the abovemenioned Tract of Land 
were at any ‘Time or Times heretofore granted Conveyed or Released by the 
sud Simon Jacobse van Winkle by himself sold under his hand and Seal or 
Joyntly with the other or any of the grantees in the said Deed from the said 
Lords Proprietors named under his and their hands and Seales to all or any of 
the said grantees their Respective heires and assignes or any of them or to any 
other Person or Persons whatsoever anything herein contemed to the Contrary 
hereof in any wayes notwithstanding) and all the Estate Right Title Interest 


Possession Property claim and demand of him the said Simon Jacobse van 
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Winkel of in or to the same or any part and Parcell thereof And the Reversion 
and Reversions Remainder and Remainders Rents Issues and Proftitts thereof 
and of every Part and Parcell thereof To Have anp vo Iloip the above- 
mentioned and hereby granted or meant mentioned or Intended to be hereby 
granted Lands and Premisses with the hereditaments and appurtenances unto 
them the said Jacob van Winkel Simeon van Winkel Marinus van Winkel and 
Abraham yan Winkel their heires and assignes for ever (always Excepted as be- 
fore Excepted) unto the sole and only proper use benefit and behoof of them the 
said Jacob van Winkel Simeon van Winkel Marinus van Winkel and Abraham 
van Winkel their heires and assignes for ever and to no other use and Pur- 
pose whatsoever the Interest. due and yearly to become due to the Lords Pro- 
prietors of the said Province their heires and assignes acording to the First in Part 
Prented Deed alwayes Excepted and Reserved. In witness whereof the Parties 
to these present Indentures have Interchangeably set their hands and seales the 
Day and year First abovewritten, 
SYMON JACOBS VAN WINKEL. 


On the back 
of this document 
are the follow- 
ing official en- 
dorsements : 

Be it Remembered 
that on ye 21st day of 
September Anno Dom., 
1732, there personally 
appeared before me 





John Cooper, one of 
his Majesties Judges of 


HOUSE IN AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND. 


the Inferiour Court of 
Common pleas for the County of Mssex in New Jersey, the within Named Jacob 
Vanwinkle, and aecknowledeed the Within Written Instrument to be his free and 
Voluntary Act and Deed. 
JNO CooPER, 
Datd 29 July, 1728. 
Received in the Office June 2204, 1802, and recorded in Book G,... of 
Deeds for Essex County pages 16 and 17 and 18. 
J. Parknunrst, Clk. 


Recording paid. 
The deed from which this copy is taken is a genuine docu- 
ment, and it confirms the history already given of Acquack- 
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anonk, The land desermbed and mtended to be conveyed 
by it relates beyond a question to Chat contained within 
the bounds of Acquackanonk when forming part of Hssex 
County. The method used in it of identifying the grantor, 
formerly Symon Jacobse, but who when the decd was exe- 
cuted was known as and called Van Winkle, gives informa- 
tion of the manner in which the Ilolland immigrants were 
the ancestors of descendants who were known by other 
names than those once held by the original settlers from 
whom they claim descent. The syllable se simply means 
son, and its addition to Jacob or Garrit or Michiel meant 
the son of Jacob, Garrit, or Michiel. 
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CHAP PH 2 xX I 
PASSAIC COUNTY—CONCLUDED 


ILE first Dutch settlers at Acquackanonk were firm 
believers in the Christian religion, as its doctrines 
were taught by the Reformed Chureh of Holland. 
The first church organization of any character in 

Passaic County was of that denomination, and was estab- 

lished at that locality as early, certainly, as 1686. The ITol- 

landers in Acquackanonk undoubtedly followed the ex- 
ample of their co-religionists elsewhere, and their first ef- 
fort after their settlement was to make provision for the 

religious interests of their community. This date of 1686 

is Stated in this connection because in the records of the old 

Reformed Church at Tlackensack, in Bergen County, an 

entry appears in the Dutch language, “ Anno. 1686,” to the 

effect that Dominie Petrus Tassemaker had found there 
at Hackensack, or “ Ackensack ” as the name is written, 
certain members of the church whose names are given in 





(he minutes. 

In 1679-80) some Labardist. missionaries visited Ne- 
quackanonk and the Great Malls. They met Tassemaker 
at New York in September, 1679, and then had a conversa- 
tion with him relative to his antecedents and present pros- 
pects. In the same year (1679) he preached at Bergen. Ile 
labored among his people, the Dutch, at various points until 
1682, when he accepted a call at Schenectady in New York, 
and while there visited Hackensack and preached there 
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and at Acquackanonk. In the bloody attack by the In- 
dians on the whites at Schenectady he and his wife and two 
colored servants fell victims to the rage of the savages. 
It is doubtful whether a church edifice was erected at 
Acquackanonk as early as 1686. It is not altogether prob- 


able that these enthusiastic supporters of their national 
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MANHATTAN ISLAND IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, 


chureh—and all Dutchmen in the early history of this 
county were—would have lived in their new home for eight 
years without some recognition of the claims of their com- 
munity to the comfort and solace of religious worship in a 
sanctuary dedicated to Almighty God. But after all that 


can be said, and all conjecture exhausted, it must be ad- 
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mitted that there is no exact date of the first oreanization 
of a church or erection of a church building which is relia- 
ble. No records are in existence prior to 1726. There is, 
however, or Was a few years ago, a volume of memoranda 
going back to as early a date as June, 1693, in which was 
kept a record of the weekly collections in the Sunday sery- 
ice; and in-a lease made by Walling Jacobse to lis son-in- 
law, Hermanus Garritse, dated April 10, 16938, a reference 
is made in the deseription of the leased land to the * pub- 
lick Church Yard.” [Tt is supposed that the expression 
“church yard ” must refer toa graveyard, but as the expres- 
sion “church ” is used the inference is plain that there must 
then have been some sort of a church building. TfLowever 
that may be, there was no regularly ordained minister of 
either the church at Acquackanonk or at Hackensack, for 
in 1693 Guillaume Bertholf was sent to Tolland to receive 
ordination. There could be no valid ceremony of that char- 
acter outside of the ecclesiastical authority in the Father: 
land. Bertholf returned in 1694, and then becaine the pas- 
tor of both churches. This church organization is still in 
force, a strong and vigorous society, and during its history 
has received the ministvations of some of the most talented 
and godly clergymen of the denomination. 


Tn 1822 dissensions arose ino the Reformed Chureh of 


America on the doctrines of the atonement and natural 


ability. The modified Calvinism on the great doctrine of 
election and kindred dogmas which began to be preached in 
nearly all Protestant denoininations about that time, ex- 
cept the Methodist Episcopal, did not meet the views of 
the conservative members of the Reformed Church, and 
those who held to the strictest Calvinism of their fathers in 


Inany cases separated from existing churches and formed 
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other organizations. Im 1825 the True Reformed Church 
of Acquackanonk was constituted and is still existing. 

A Methodist Church was established at Acquackanonk 
in 1840. Other denominations since the creation of the 
City of Passaic have established churches under the care 
of their different ecclesiastical organizations, and other 





AN ANCIENT BIBLE. 


societies of the Reformed Church have also been formed. 
As Passaic is really a part of Acquackanonk these churches 
may be mentioned in this connection. They ave the Bap- 
tist, Mpiscopalian, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, German 
Presbyterian, Iirst Holland, Washington Place Holland, 
and Iirst Reformed Churches of Passaic. All of these have 


church edifices and are well supported, 
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MDUCATION AND TRADE OTS 


The education of their children was not neglected by the 
early Dutch settlers at Acquackanonk. JA school seems to 
have been established there very carly in the history of the 
town. Guillaume Bertholf, who was sent to Tolland to 
be ordained as a minister, was a school teacher at Ac- 
quackanonk. The school system of that locality was not 
very aggressive until Passaic came into existence. The 
Dutch appreciated gvood instruction, but they were not pro- 
vressive in their ideas on that subject and did not keep up 
With the progress of the times. They desired the substian- 
tial results, however, of what they considered necessary 
educational facilities and gave particular attention to their 
schools, established a fund for their support, and set apart 
land for the sites of the school houses. ‘There was a disposi- 
tion to connect school and church. The school house and 
church were erected side by side. and it was often the case 
that the good dominie was obliged to teach as well as 
preach. F 

These impassive people of Acquackanonk, when they saw 
the river trade, the source of so iInuch profit, slipping from 
their grasp, overlooked a natural apphance for greater re- 
muneration than the river trade for any labor they might 
bestow upon it, and which was lying before their very eves 
ready at hand to be utilized. or two hundred years the 
people had lived on their farius on the banks of the Passaic, 
and had not discovered the immense water power there 
eathered in the vapids of the river flowing before them. 
An occasional saw or gristmill had been built by some one 
more enterprising than any of his neighbors, but it was not 
until 1828 that the idea seems to have been entertained that 
the river might be dammed and then utilized for manufac- 
turing. In that vear two inhabitants of Acquackanonk, de- 


~scendants of the original settlers, John 8. Van Winkle and 
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Brant Van Blarcom, obtained a grant by act of the Legis- 
lature of the right to dam the river above tidewater. The 
dam was to be erected eight feet high at the site of an old 
dam, or between that point and the island above. The 
rights of owners of other land than that belonging to Van 
Winkle and Van Blarcom were guarded by the act, and the 
State was protected in any endeavor which it might make 
to open navigation to Paterson. 

Little effort was made, however, by the beneficiaries un- 
der the act to secure the great advantages afforded them. 
An inefficient dam was constructed, but the project lan- 
euished and finally was abandoned, and other parties sev- 
eral years afterward secured another act from the Legis- 
lature which resulted in the establishment of the Dundee 
Manufacturing Company. This was in 1832. This last 
named enterprise seemed still to languish. Additional and 
supplementary acts were passed from time to time granting 
fuller powers to the company until 1870, when the name 
was changed to the Dundee Water Power and Land Com- 
pany. I*rom this time success followed and the corporation 
seemed founded upon a sure basis. Its works consist of a 
substantial dam across the river, with a canal used. to con- 
vey water to the various mills on the banks by an ingenious 
svstem of locks. This canal is a mile and a half in length. 
The dam is four hundred and fifty feet in length, forty- 
live feet wide at the bottom, and six feet at the top. The 


expansion of water above the dam is called Dundee Lake, 


and by a system of most adinirable engineering a head of 
water of twenty-five and a half feet is obtained for the 
mills. 

This is the foundation for the wonderful success and en- 
during growth of Passaic City. It has taken only a quarter 
of a century to change this quiet, sleepy locality into an 
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active, stirring, bustling city of several thousand inhabi- 
tants, where enterprise and energy have been masterful, 
Where manufactures of many varieties are successfully con- 
ducted, and where intelligent workmen and thei families 
find happy and comfortable homes. Phe population of 
Passaic, according to the census of 1900, is over 27,000. 


Paterson im its Inception and rise has already been 
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noticed, but it deserves sone further mention, certaindy as 
to its appliances for the religious and educational inter- 
ests of its inhabitants. Ft has fifty established) churches : 
Ten Presbyterian-—seven Mnelish, one German, and one col- 
ored; four Baptist, one of which is colored; nine Metho- 
dist—-two Afvican Methodist, one Zion Methodist Episco- 
pal, and one non-Npiscopal; five Mpiscopatian; two Lu- 
theran——one German and one Swedish; one Swedenborgian; 
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one Christian Science; six Reformed; nine Roman Catholic 
—sIx Nnelish, one German, one french, and one ltalian; 
and three synagovues—two Mnelish or German and one 
ltalian. There are twenty-three commodious buildings in 
the city devoted to the purpose of education in which the 
childven of the town are gathered. There are ten news- 
papers—three issued in the afternoon for [nelish readers, 
two in the mornine (one KHnelish and one German), threc 
weeklies (one German, one Holland, and one Italian), and 
one Nnelish Sunday paper. 

The news- 
paper  issucs 
Will give some 
ica” Or the 
proportion — of 
the native 
born and for- 
cien  popula- 





lion. It is es- 

ti Wi t e d by A COLONIAL PISTOL. 

vood judges 

that these are very nearly equally divided, with the pre- 
ponderance in fayorof the native born, The foreigners are 
divided amone Irish, German, French, tLolland, Italian, 
Swedish, Russian, Polish, and Hnelish nationalities. lor 
(he most part these people are intelligent, peaceable, and 
law abiding. There is, however, a sprinkling of agitators, 
sochtul reformers, and a few anarehists, who are all of for- 
elen birth. The Duteh blood descending from the first set- 
(lers is largely represented in the city, and they are to be 
found among the very best members of society. The names 
of many of the business men and officers of the county found 
in the civil list which were borne by the Duteh settlers of 
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the county fully attest this, such as Quackenbush, Hopper, 
Garrison, Van Winkle, Van Blarcom, Post, Van hiper, Van 
IFouten, and many others which might be mentioned. 
There are three hospitals: one for orphans under Protes- 
tant management with one hundred and twenty-six beds; 
Saint Josepl’s, under the care of the Sisters of Charity; aud 
the Isolation Hospital for Contagious Diseases. There are 
four asylums: the Paterson Orphan’s, under Protestant 


management; Saint Joseph’s, under the Roman Catholics; 


the Fisher Home, a private institution for homeless wails; | 


and the I lorence Crittenton Home for fallen women. 
There is also a Women’s Christian Home for the immediate 
aid of needy women, a children’s day nursery, and a mission 
for fallen women. | 

There are several villages in Passaic County, most of 
Which are the result of the great facilities afforded by the 
several railroads crossing the county, and which are se- 
lected in many instances for residences as well as for manu- 
facturing purposes. Ifive of these have been incorporated 
into boroughs, as already mentioned. Clifton is a small 
village on the line of the railroad between Passaic and Pat- 
erson. It has some important mills and several elegant 
residences. Athenia is on the line of the Paterson and New- 
ark Railroad near Clifton. It is a locality of some im- 
portant manufactures and has several handsome dwellings. 
Richtield is the center ofa large agricultural district. These 
three—Clhifton, Athenia, and Richfield—lhe in Acquack- 
anonk ‘Township. IWaledon is a suburb of Paterson, of laree 
interests, mostly in silk manufacture. North Paterson, or 
ILawthorne, is a residential suburb of Paterson. Delawan- 
ha is a small station on the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Railroad. 
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BERGEN COUNTY 


peans in New Jersey. Very soon after the lodg- 
ment made by the Dutch at Manhattan, or New- 





York, and as early as 1618, some HLollanders with 
a few Danes and Norweevians crossed the Iudson and set- 
tled in the lowlands on the Hackensack and its tributaries. 
The Dutch element remained and became dominant in all 
this part of Northern New Jersey. Those of other nation- 
vuities who came with them were absorbed or returned; pot 
wurace of them can be recognized at the present. 

A small part only of this county can, with propriety, be 
claimed as belonging to the Valley of the Passaic. Its rela- 
tive position to the two rivers, the Hudson and the Passaic, 
necessarily divides it into two valleys, that of the Hudson 
and that of the Passaic, the Hudson being much the larger 


and important of the two. A range of hills occupies the 


northern part of the county, and the picturesque Palisades, 
Which add so much beauty and erandeur to the scene, 
tower up on the eastern boundary from the west bank of 
the IfLudson. Thousands of acres of low, level, marshy 
ground called the Salt Meadows extend northward from 
Newark Bay through almost the whole length of the eenter 
of the county, and were once undoubtedly the bed of an in- 
let from the ocean. 
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The county is well watered with the ITudson on its east- 


MAP OF BERGEN COUNTY IN) 1698, 





ern bounds 
and the DPas- 
saic, Pequan- 
no Ck! faamid. 
Pompton — on 
its west. The 
ILaec kensack 
flows from 


its northern 


boundary 


south through 
the county, 
eniptying into 
Newark . DBity. 
Saddle River 
is an impor- 
tant Stream 
in its) north- 
Wester part, 
draining sev- 
eral squa re 
mibess"a nd 
flowing — into 
the Passaic. 
bergen 
County has 
several town- 
Shir pis, iolf 
Which the fol- 
lowing only 


have any con- 


nection with the Passaic Valley: Hohokus, franklin, Ridge- 


wood, Saddle River, Union, and Lodi. 
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The territory of Bergen was once much larger than it is 
at present. It was one of four counties organized in 1682 
by the Legislature of the whole Province which met at 
Mizabethtown in March of that year. The other three 
counties were Essex, Middlesex, and Monmouth. The terri- 
tory of Bergen, as then described by the act of incorpora- 
tion, was included within these bounds: “ AT the settle- 


ments between ILudsoms River and Llackensack River beein- 
ning at Con- aap all 
stable’s Hook ae REM Magee eet 


and so to ex- : 
beans td, Tae ee 
uppermost fi 
bounds of the 
province.” 
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SCENE ON ‘THE ILUDSON, 


* Itonstapel,” used to designate the locality, which meas 
gunner or hunter, so that the translation really should have 
been gunner or hunter. Additions were afterward made 
to this territory so that the county embraced all the land 
between the Ilackensack and the Passaic and the township 
of Manchester, whieh was taken from Bergen and added 
to Passaic in 1837. The county has also been reduced by 
the creation of ILudson, all of which was taken from Bergen, 
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Prior to the exodus of the first settlers from Manhattan 
into New Jersey a tradine post protected by a stockade 
had been established near Jersey City, at what was called 
Bergen. This was simply for the purpose of trade with the 
aborigines by the way of bartering such commodities as 
had been ascertained were prized by these simple hearted 
men for peltry and furs. ‘The stockade was not far from the 
settlement on the island of Manhattan. These merchants 
found it more con- 
venient, or perhaps 
more prudent, to 
meet their custom- 
ers at this place 
and in this manner 
than to invite them 
to visit the village 
occupied by the 
Dutch on the ,is- 
land. The stockade 
was a rude fortifica- 
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tion, not intended 
for residential pur- 
poses. The build- 
ings, whatever they were, were built closely togetlier, their 
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roofs touching each other. 

When this event took place it is impossible to ascertain. 
In process of time, however, a change came and the stock- 
ade.assumed the appearance of dwellings. The traders car- 
ried their families there, and a town sprang up and in- 
creased so greatly that in 1661 it was deemed necessary to 
provide it with a municipal government, and on the 4th of 
August of that year a request was forwarded to the au- 
thorities at New Amsterdam for the appointment of a schout 
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forthe town. The office represented by this name is equiva- 
lent lo that of the sheriff of the shires in Scotland, = It com- 
bined the duties somewhat of an ordinary sheriff of modern 
times as well as those of judge and prosecuting attorney. 
The appointment was made, and the commission to Tillman 
Van Vieck as schout was signed by the redoubtable Petrus 
Stuyvesant as director-general. 

The first provincial Legislature met at Klizabethtown on 
the 26th of May, 1668. T’wo out of its ten members were Gas- 
per Steenmetts and Baltazar Bayard, representing Bergen. 
But this town 
Bergen, impor- 
tant as it was in 
those early days, 
is no longer a 
distinctive lo- 
cality; its name : 
even is gone ex- ae in Anafie Dutch West me eT HT * 
ceptasitlingers “7 AugF hyet 0° : 
in that of the Da eek 
county which 
does not now 
contain a foot of 
the ground once included within the bounds of the village 
formerly known as Bergen, or in Bergen Point, or in Bergen 





our Corners, now fast disappearing as the names of well 
known localities. 

Bergen has a Revolutionary history most creditable to its 
citizens of those times. When demand was made by Con- 
egress for men to fill the ranks of the patriot army the de- 
scendants of the liberty-loving Dutch, who had witnessed 
to their hatred of oppression on many a battlefield with their 
old enemy, Spain, promptly responded and sent some of 
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their most prominent citizens to officer the troops raised in 
the county. As early as 1774, at a meeting of the imhabi- 
fants and freeholders of the county held at Hackensack, 
resolutions full of unmistakable patriotic fidelity to the 
cause of the colonies were passed, These resolutions were 
signed by three hundred and twenty-eight citizens present, 
wnd a committee of safety was formed. John Demarest, 
Peter Zabriskie, Cornelius Van Vorst, and John Zabriskie, 
Jr., were appointed a committee of correspondence. These 
are all Holland names and are still represented in the coun- 
ty by some of its very best citizens. 

The county in a neasure was outside of the actual scenes 
of the war. But in 1776, after the British evacuated Bos- 
ton, driven to that step by the consummate strategy of 
Washington, fears were entertained that they would move 
on New York, and that possibly the inhabitants of Bergen 
might be visited by the enemy. Tort Lee on the west bank 
of the ITudson and in Bergen, and Fort Washingtor on 
the opposite side of the river, had been erected to prevent 
the passage of the Knelish up the Hudson. The disastrous 
battles on Lone Tsland were fought and lost. Fort Wash- 
ington was captured and Fort Lee was evacuated, and late 
in November of that year Washington took up his masterly 
retreat from New York through New Jersey. The first 
line of this retreat was through Bergen. Prior to this 
Washington was in different parts of the county watching 
the enemy. Paulus Hook, as Jersey City was then called, 
was still in the possession of the patriot army, but late in 
September, 1776, it was seized by the enemy. Fort Lee 
was evacuated November 20, 1776, and then Washington 
began collecting his army with the view of making his Way 
to Pennsylvania. Ilis first stop was made at Hackensack 
with about three thousand men. THe was followed the next 
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day by some Hessians, many of whom were very soon after 
taken prisoners at Trenton. 

Several raids were made by the British upon parts of 
Bergen, one in 1777 in the neighborhood of Hackensack, 
When Aaron Burr first signally displayed his military abil- 
itv. A party of the enemy had come up and encamped 
about three miles from Ifackensack with the intention of 
despoiling the inhabitants. Colonel Burr was informed of 
this. He was then stationed with his regiment near Suf- 
fern’s, about thirty miles away. Making a forced march 
with a few of his soldiers, he reached a point about a mile 
fromm the enemy. His men had marehed all day and were 
very much fatigued and sleepy. Ile ordered them to lie 
down and sleep. He then made his way toward the British 
camp so quietly that he was enabled to get so near that he 
could hear the pickets vive the watchword. Remaining 
long enough to make cautious examination, he returned to 
his exhausted men, whoni he found still asleep. Explain- 
ing the circumstances, he ordered an advance to be made in 
the quietest manner possible, that no man should speak 
nor fire a gun until orders were given. 

The enemy were completely surprised and their plan of 
devastating the country frustrated. Thirty prisoners were 
‘taken and the rest driven off. 

Other raids were made from time to time and consider- 
able damage done to the inhabitants. In September, 1777, 
one was made by General Clinton himself. Detachments 
of his army were ordered to concentrate at New Bridge 
above Hackensack. One of these detachments entered New 
Jersey at Whizabethtown, one came by the way of Schuyler’s 
Ferry, one from Fort Lee, and another by Tappan. ‘The 
force when assembled was a formidable one, and swept 
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the country over which it passed. They collected four 
hundred cattle, three hundred sheep, and a few horses. 

Washington and Lafayette visited the county at different 
points during the war. General Enoch W. Poor, a brave 
soldier from New Hampshire, died at Paramus on the 8th 
of September, 1780, and was buried with military honors 
in the graveyard of the First Reformed Church at Hacken- 
sack. Washington and = la- 
fayette and several superior 
officers of the army attended 
his funeral. A monument 
was placed over his grave 
and is still standing in good 
preservation. When Lafay- 
e(te came to this country 
in 1824 he visited his erave 
and exclaimed, with consid- 
erable emphasis, that Gen- 
eral Poor was one of his offi- 
cers. The unfortunate Ma- 
jor Andre was executed at 
Tappan, only a few hundred 
yards beyond the Bergen 
County line. 


44 


Sorts: 





' The war taxes levied in ele> 
this county were £424 222 | 


17s. 6d.,an agereeate of over 

2,000,000—an enormous amount when it is Considered that 
the great majority of the people were agricultural. But 
they were borne by the people without a murmur and every 
demand for troops made by Congress was cordially met. 
Some of the very best officers in the army were of Holland 
stock and from Bergen County. 
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Hohokus is the largest township in Bergen County. It 
contains 19,3876 acres, of which a little more than one-half 
is still covered by forest. It lies in the extreme northwest- 
ern part of the county and is bounded on the north by New 
York, on the east by Washington, on the south by Mrank- 
lin and Ridgewood, and on the west by Passaic. It is well 
watered, three important streams in its different parts 
draining the whole township and affording considerable 
water power, Saddle River is found in the eastern border, 
the Ramapo in the west, and Tohokus Brook, from which 
the township is named, in the south. The rie Railroad 
traverses [lohokus in the eastern portion from north to 
south, adding greatly to the facilities for travel. 

The original settlers were all of Tolland origin, and near- 
lv all of them are represented to-day by their descendants, 
some of Whom are still living on the farms once occupied 
by their ancestors. Amone the names of these early set- 
tlers represented to-day by actual residents are llopper, 
Voorhis, Bogert, Zabriskie, De Baun, Wanamaker, Van 
Gelder, Ackerman, Garrison, Goetchius, Vanderbeck, and 
Quakenbush. The township was organized by an act of 
the Legislature approved February 5, 1849, and an examina- 
tion of the list of officers of the municipality from the time 
of its creation reveals ihe fact that the scions of the old 
stock first forming their homes in this part of New Jersey 
are still dominant, 


Among the most prominent citizens of Tohokus was Rod- 


man M,. Price, who had, perhaps, one of the most chequered 
lives of any man born on the soil of New Jersey. Te was a 
native of Sussex County, born November 5, 1814, and en- 
tered Princeton University ata very early age, but ill health 
prevented hime from eraduatine., THe then turned his at- 


lention to the study of law, but, marrying early into the 


| Haiettroag. you). 


Dio of) to amotio lh ded) dom) oly aloes nolan Sheol) 

























ay icine hyn ile Bey Lidenenan Ott 
Neo veshityst eran be ahh ai eit 1E taeeod yd feats 
wah ih alo os ise dobamodoei berg (histo ot tf 
obs vd ison, alk no wo hyatiten gd Vasey od, np 
tiaw ab dt, olan yd dow Ln sh lates ~booweg bit, b wih 
ndene Jarsahib: iti wage Iearogtul diols, . rove 9 
ofdsrrabiares witibiotls ba qidesnw oF alow od ela 
sobrod wiriau oll oi tuo of voy itl ol ibonies NOW OL 
potibyy noth oot aiiowtoll bit ane on) wi ougnioanee 
bsonfisit oil oll ab tnnom only ayt. basin, #i atone 
ot dsvoit von? HORM Tt ‘ene silt ni andodol BVT ON A 
Jaen 101 gvitilinny ht a ylinony, goibia a“ ons 
“toa Dan. anigivo ! rt Hi Yo This pay wot i sou, Innigize 9 
a tisbasagod ody MP ynh-o Dalaon eget ons mod) te iin ¥ 
a4) at) no guivit Hila on vero to. 180 
Yen, Lie a vi) Yodan on) peu tole 4 odd ad, 
ceMppod f en Ato naive: Tra mi td aishod, a i: 
Try a golem annyt mf ott bdnitd ar Mogoll eis 
bite chadktabany @ iii Sytaag > oni eee) teary dot 
Ve Jon sis gal basdiepso aint egidennerot od T caidas 
~arienee oy et QPRE OS eonuendeld havens omsniplaiant mlte 
wl) old nor VHinylotion oath ho woatito To teal od to aol 




















yoatol wa Yo bse mit ai Bestel tien antartel berth dyode 
Joenainoh Mile "aN 
-hoil euw nastoilal Yo atonl hin tngatinosy Jaa oll aaron dh, ‘‘¥: 
horupede Jao ot To ono eapmibtod cbinah aah gy eg, Ah Asn 
nenw oll. youtal wot lo Lina ed i, ine mod HIT YAU Yo woyid 7 
ity bins 4 1a! 3 pocket: nyo. a tod et OniO! rane ss 1. OWL me i 
Hilnel Wi dad gn vite yin ig ytieworviall notonia bona ing uf ey 
oe ait demerud todh, a alinubn iY une aid ho taroy Pa i: 
wil) odd ebony giriyrinin dud cal We sen Ai ah ‘on 


vr seoprogan gr MON” 


A 








Ny 
= 


NEW YORK 


BAY 





MAP OF BERGEN COUN'TY IN 1709-10, 


‘us igen gives “Seoetedd 


‘ 


t 
wi 


ipa 


bed 


a) us ia hanpesd<a orb ort ered ree TTY, Vad — 
dt natin Le al . fant ne seit Vf re A 


my ; 








jam age tg. iat Hine. “ne akted Tie 
“an aie wai die dinis > inca stress 


a es at hat gh a a Ayes ory fm 


gat , 


re ie Aah ‘3 


OU tn Be Ta 


on i 


Mf shit ana 
Liemenainy 4 a | 


1 7% tye mY he ot ’ 
th re eh Mai ms ee 





















290 THE PASSAIC VALLEY 


family of Captain Kdward Trenchard of the United States 
Navy, he became much interested in naval affairs, and in 
1S40 was appointed a purser by President Van Buren. Ie 
Was in the navy when the war between Mexico and the 
United States broke out, but before that time Mr. Price had 
been ordered to duty on board the * Missouri,” then the lare- 
est war steamer in the world, which, after cruising in the 
West Indies, was directed to take the Tlon. Caleb Cushing, 
dnbassador to China,to Alexandria in Heyvpt. Before reach- 
ing that place, and on the same night the ship entered the 
port at Gibraltar, it was destroyed by fire. ‘This detained 
Mr. Price in Nurope for several months. Tn 1845 he was or- 
dered to join the “ Cyane ” and to cruise in the Pacific. Tn 
July, 1846, the * Cyane” was found at Mazatlan, and on the 
Oth of July of that year formal possession was taken of 
California on behalf of the United States by Ma. Price and 
other officers, Mr. Price himself actually handling the hal- 
liards that ranup the stars and stripes over the land. * 
Prom this time Mr. Price, for several years, was connected 
prominently with the history of the newly acquired terri- 
tory. The excitement created by the discovery of gold in 
California roused the public mind in the United States to 
fever heat, and immigrants poured by thousands into this 
new acquisition, Tt became necessary to appoint an ofli- 
eer at San Prancisco to represent the government and pro: 
fect Tis interests, and to provide for Che necessities of the 
immigrants. Mar Price was selected for this position. [ts 
duties were exceedingly important and onerous, requiring 
the utmost caution and the strictest inteerity; but they 
were met ina manner which proved that the right man had 
been chosen. By the prudent expenditure of a few hundred 
dollars in real estate in the growing city made the year 
before his appointment he became, as he supposed and his 
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friends believed, very wealthy. Fortunes were made and 
lost in that country dra single day. But Chis purchase and 
its immense results identified Mr. Price still more with the 
city and territory. Ile was elected a member of the con- 
stitutional convention which framed the constitution of 
California. In 1so0 he returned to his home in the Kast, 
and in September of the same year he was nominated and 
clected aw member of Congress. In January, 1854, he was 
inaugurated governor of New Jersey for three years. [Lis 
administration was marked by great Industry and by many 
reforms. He was a friend of the educational interests of 
the State, and to him is due the establishment of the normal 
school and of teachers’ institutes. Ife was also greatly in- 
strumental in placing the ecological survey of the State on 
a substantial basis. In 1862 he removed to his estate, 
“ Tlazlewood,” on the Ramapo River, in Hohokus, where he 
resided until his death. Governor Price was not of Dutch de- 
scent, but he was a loyal Jerseviman, and identified himself 
closely with the interests of the community in which he 
spent the last years of his life. 

IHlohokus is now much resorted to by business men who 
choose its beautiful valleys and ridges for clegant places 
of abode. Its“imain interest 1s. awomentiural, but it has 
some manufactures of importance. Tt has some hamlets and 
Villages, Ramsey's, named after the original owner of the 
land occupied by the present inhabitants, is situated in the 
southeastern part of the township on the Erie Railroad, and 
has a station and a postoffice, three churches, a large school, 
some Carriage factories, and other enterprises.  lLohokus, 
formerly known as Ifoppertown, is in the extreme south- 
eastern end of the township and is situate on the ILohokus 
River. Some interest attaches to this spot for the reason 
that it was the residence of Colonel Provost, the first hus- 
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band of Madam Jumel, who, date in life, after her second 
husband’s death, married Aaron Burr. Atlendale is situate 
near the center of the township on the Erie Railroad, and tas 
a station, two churches, and a school. Mahwah is sinall, 
unimportant hamlet near the New York line, with a station. 
Darlington is also a small hamlet on the Ramapo River in 
the western part of the township. The removal some years 
ago of a large manufacture to another more convenient spot 
has reduced the importance of this locality. It is, however, 
in the midst of an agricultural population and may revive. 
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BERGEN COUNTY—CONCLUDED 


PW ANISELIN is one of the oldest townships in Ber- 
gen County and also one of the largest and most 
important, at one time containing within its 
bounds the whole of Hohokus, now larger than is 
its parent municipality. [tis situated in the westerly part 
of the county, and is beautifully diversified by hill and val- 
ley, with a very fertile soil. In the southern part the land 
is hilly, in the northern mountainous. It is bounded on 
(he north by Passaic County and Tohokus, east by Wash- 
ington and Ridgewood, south by Passaic and Ridgewood, 
and west by Passaic. It has some lakes within its bounds, 
some small streams, and the Ramapo River—sufficient to 
well water the whole country, 

It is somewhat strange Co notice amone the names of the 
early settlers in different localities mm that part of the State 
where Holland linmierants first came that in each commu- 
nitv there are a few names not found in others. This is 
the case in Rranklin Township. Here are found the same 
patronymies as are connected with Hohokus, but there are 
others, such as Schuyler, Garretson, Berdan, Van Allen, 
Stek (now modernized into Stage), and a few more. 

Mranklin Township was organized in 1772, as is supposed, 
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and was separated froin Saddle River. This date is not, 
however, well established. There was a period im its his- 
tory when it and Saddle River both belonged to New Barba- 
does, then a flourishing town. Tmunigrations from Ifolland 
of considerable numbers have been made within the last 
iwenty or thirty years. These people possess elements of 
character which have made them welcome residents. — They 
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THE CITY HALL AT THE HAGUE, 


have been trae to thei religious tnstinets and made pro- 
Vision for divine worship by the erection of a church dedi- 
cated to the use of the Reformed congregation, for whose 
use services have been conducted in the vernacular of their 
native dand, | 

The Wortendyke family has been very largely inthuential 
in the growth of this flourishing town. When it was called 
Newtown Cornelius Wortendyke, in 1812, built the first mill 
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here. Tis grandson, Cornelius -A., and his great-grandson, 
Abram ©. Wortendyke, followed in the steps of their ener- 
vetic ancestor. Some of the work connected with the rail- 
road which passes this town is done in the shops of that cor- 
poration located here, 

Oakland and Crystal Lake are two hamlets near each 
other in the western part of the township, on the line of the 
railroad, At each there is a station. Oakland is the more 
mpertant of the two. Crystal Lake is near a beautiful 
lake of the same name, remarkable for the purity and clear- 
ness of its water. Its name is a survival of that used by the 
Indians, who called it the Crystal Drop.” 

Midland Park is situated in the southeastern part near 
Ridgewood, Just below this village the railroad enters 
Ieanklin from Ridgewood and passes westward toward the 
Ramapo Mountains, along whose feet it goes in search of the 
Pequannock River, through whose valley, and on its south- 


erm bank, it makes its way westward. 
~ Wrekolf, written Wikhoof in some ancient deeds, is in the 
northeastern part, a short distance above Wortendyke. 
Ifere on August 17, 1720, John and William Van Voors 
Ilaze bought five hundred and fifty acres of land from some 
Krench merchants of New York, and settled, It is on the 
line of the same railroad as is a smatler hamlet bearing the 


‘singular name of Camp Cao. 


Mranklin was mamed after the last colonial governor of 
New Jersey, William Iranklin, a son of Benjamin Frank- 
lin, who, to his fathers great disappointnent, became an 
adherent of the king of Great Britain in the Revolution. 

Ridgewood is a very small municipality—the smallest in 
the county,—havine only 4,429 acres, of which about one 
thousand ave still uncleared. [tis very irregularly shaped, 
and runs northward to a short point between franklin and 
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Orvill. Tt is bounded north by Orvill, east by Orvill and 
Midland, south by Saddle River, and west by Franklin. It 
has great diversity of scenery, characterized by beauty of 
landscape charming to the eye, and presenting many beauti- 
ful sites for the dwellings of summer visitors. Its central 
position and occasional elevations secure salubrity of air. 
Two railroads give easy access and certainty of travelling 
facilities to those who may seek homes in its valleys and 
upon its ridges. 
The Erie, with a 
station at Ridge- 


Wood, runs near- Sis, eae y O ae oceels uli 
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through.the 
southeast corner, 
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Midland Park. 
The Saddle River 


drains its eastern SCENE ON THE HUDSON. 





boundary, the 
Hlohokus runs through its central part, and several small 
streams, tributaries of these two, sufliciently water the 
country, The manufacturing interests of the municipality 
are not large, the people being mostly engaged in agricul- 
ture. Large quantities of berries and other small fruits 
are raised for the New: York market. 

New names again appear among the first settlers, such 
as Van Dien, Zabriskie, Terhune, and Banta, but all the 
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first immigrants were of Holland stock, and most of them 
are represented to-day among the present residents, sev- 
eral of whom will be found occupying the ground where 
first resided their ancestors. It can not be stated with 
certainty when the first settlement was made in hidgewood. 
It can only be approximated by reference to the history of 
the church at Paramus, a village situated on the eastern 
boundary of Ridgewood on Saddle River. The main part 
of this village is in an vdjoining township, but a portion of 
the locality called Paramus extends over into Ridgewood. 
Undoubtedly, while unsupplied with appliances of their 
own for religious worship, if there were a church so near 
ws one at Paramus would be the religious dwellers in Lidge. 
wood would have gone thither. 

There was a Reformed Church at Paramus early in the 
eighteenth century and some sort of church oreanization 
there as carly as 1720. A minister, named Remhart lrick- 
sen, Wrote in that year that he“ was then minister at Mack- 
ensack, Schraalenbureh, and Peremus.” In 1735 the first 
chureh edifice was erected at the last named place. This 
fact is authenticated in the flyleaf of the * Doop ” book— 
that is, the baptismal record,—on which appears a state-: 
ment in the Dutch language which, when translated into 
nelish, reads: “On-the 21st day of April, 1735, was the 
first stone of the church laid.’ This, however, does not 
settle definitely the exact date. 

This chureh at Paramus was historical, one of the oldest 
in this part of the country, and has wielded a dominating 
influence in religious affairs. Prior to this date found on 
this baptismal record, on January 15, 1734, a meeting of the 
congregation at Paramus was held, when Cornelius Vander- 
beck and Johannes Wynkoop were selected to superintend 


the building of the church. There were settlers in Ridge. 
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wood prior to this date who attended church at Haeken- 
sack, Acquackanonk, or Tappan. 
There is only one village in the township and that bears 
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ANCIENT DUTCH TOWN, SHOWING CROW-STEPPED GABLES, 


the same name, but was once known as Godwinville. It is 
situated on the Erie Railroad in the extreme western part 
of the county. AC first it seemed as if if would remain a 
mere hamlet, but it attracted the attention of some New 
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York business men, who were invited by the beauty of its 
location and the easy access afforded by the railroad to 
take up their resideaices there. It is now a thriving, busy 
town, With some commercial and manufacturing enterprises 
and many elegant residences. 

Ridgewood was incorporated by aet of the Legislature 
approved March 30, 1876, by which act it was set off from 
franklin. Although a masterful new element has been in- 





A \ , “4 a a) 
i $ 4 Syl 
mT a ’ 


HISTORIC MILL ON THE SADDLE RYVER AT RED MILLS. 


(PHOIO. BY VERNON ROYLE, PATERSON. ) 


troduced into the population the old Holland race still hold 
their erip on the offices of the township. 

Saddle River is {he only township of Bergen County al- 
ready mentioned which is situated on the Passaic. Ut is 
one of the oldest municipalities in the county, and at onc 
time comprised much more territory than is contained with- 
in its present bounds. Phere is much difficulty im estab- 
lishing the exact date of its organization. It once formed 
apart of New Barbadoes, which at one time included all of 
Bereen County between the Thackensack and Passaic Riv- 
ers up to the New York line. When the township was cre- 
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ated it covered all there was of New Barbadoes between 
the Hackensack and the Passaic as far northward as the 
boundary between New York and New Jersey. But the 
creation of Franklin, which at. first included) TWohokus, 
Ridgewood, and what is now Franklin, reduced Saddle 
River to its present dimenstans, ft certainty had an inde- 
pendent organization as early as 1734, for in that year John 
serdan and Martin Ryerson are recorded as the freeholders 
of Saddle River. It takes its name from its fancied resem- 
blance when first oreanized te a saddle. Irom that year 
until the present the names of its officers are so unmis- 
takably HfoNand that there is no doubt of the preponderat- 
ine influence still felt of the descendants of first settlers. 

The township is bounded on the north by Ridgewood and 
Franklin, east by Ridgewood, Midland, and Lodi, south by 
Lodi, and west by the Passaic River. Ft contains 9,525 
acres, all upland, of which about two thousand acres are 
woodland, The Passaic on its west and Saddle River on kts 


east and several small streams, tributaries of the two just 


mentioned, afford sufficient means of drainage. The imter- 
ests of the people are mainty agricultural, and there is not 
mach attention given to manufactures. Near its southern 
extremity Dundee Lake, to which reference has already been 
made, forms part of its western boundary. 

The influence of the manufactures established in connec: 
tion with the power afforded by this collection of water has 
extended over into Saddle River, and some of the operatives 
in the mills at Passaic have sought homes on the east bank 
of the river. . It is quite certain that in the near future this 
influence will be extended and a large town spring up 
filled with homes for the workmen of the busy, populous 
city on the west bank of the Passaic. 

The same difficulty as to the time of the first immigra- 
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tion of other localities in Bergen is found in Saddle River. 
The original tamigrants were few in number; they kept no 
records; but they remained, living quiet, peaceful lives, in- 
tent on the culQivatton of their farms, having few wants and 
fewer aspirations. 

The Doremus family was prominent among the early resi- 
dents in Saddle River. 
John Doremus, the an- 
cestor, a well known 
Whig in the Revolu- 
tion, Was captured by 
the British and  con- 
fined in the old sugar 
house in) New York 
City. One of his de- 


5 


scendants still occu- 
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pies the homestead on 


Which lived his Smces- 





tor John. 
RHINELANDER SUGAR HOUSE: NEW YORK. There is only One 
church, a Reformed, in 
the township. The congregation began worship in a small 
edifice built in 1878 and dedicated in December. This build- 
ine was burned May 20, 1880, and exact ly one year afterward 
aw new one was dedicated which is still standing. About 
seventy-five years ago, when the township had its full di- 
mensions, Gotle and the village of Manchester, now parts 
of Paterson, lay within the boundaries of Saddle River. 
Midland comes properly within the Valley of the Passaic, 
although removed from the actual influence of that river 
and bordering on the HWackensack. Still its nearness to the 
Passaic entitles it to a mention, at least, in a history of its 


valley. It formerly formed part of New Barbadoes, and 
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was set off from that township in TST) and declared an in- 
dependent imuinteipality by an act approved March 7 Its 
history, of course, priov to that date, is identified with that 
of its parent township, but the territory now comprised in 
Midland has an interest arising from its Revolutionary en- 
vironments. It was often visited by Washington during 
the Revolutionary 











War, and the memo- ere 
basi 
ries of the. visits Weiaals 


made by him to some ao 
oat i eee 
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of the families then 





resident there are 

cherished by the now 

livine representa-. 
tives with reverential 

pride. 

Here ean ap- 
pear new ILlolland 
hames among the 


Carly immigrants, 


LIVINGSTON SUGAR HOUSE: NEW YORK. 


such as Ixipp, Cooper 

(originally Kuyper), Oldis, and Lutkins—many of them be- 
ing found to-day ameng the present residents. It is 
bounded on the north by Pranklin, Orvill, and Washine- 
ton, on the east by Harrington, Washineton, Palisades, 
hnelewood, and Ridgeticld, south by Lodi, and west by Sad- 
dle River and Ridgewood, 

The Demarest family, so well and so favorably known all 
over the State, ts descended, probably in all its branches, 
from David des Marest, a French Huguenot, who, with 
many co-religionists, fled from. Trance to escape persecu- 
tion. Tle made his way to New Amsterdam on Manhattan 


Island, and it is said bought all the land now covered by 
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Harlem; but in 1677 he made his way to Bergen and 
bought two thousand acres of land in what is now Midland. 
Ile had difficulty with the title, however, and was obliged, 
so says tradition, to buy part of the whole tract four times 
over to quiet his possession. ‘The name is now written 
Demarest by all who are entitled to bear it. 

The same preponderating influence of Ifolland stock is 
shown in this 
township — by 
the lists of its 
officers, as. is 
Ael FC a ay 
dcmonstrated 
in the several 
mu nicipali- 
ties before 
noticed; - 





Several in- 
WASHINGTON’S WRITING TABLE. teresting and 
beautiful vil- 
lages and hamlets are located in Midland. Spring Valley, 
named from the mumber of its springs, one of which is 
called Washineton in memory of the fact that the ereat 
commander drank of its water during the war when a part 
of his army was encamped at this place. Paramus is the 
name applied toa portion of the township near the village 
of that name in Ridgewood, 

Cherry Till has the only Reformed Church in the town- 
ship. River Ndge is of historic interest. ILere in the Revo- 
lution the troops, after evacuating Fort Lee, crossed the 
ILackensack River overa bridge which was burned: by them 
to prevent pursuit by the British. Arcola and Oradell are 
other hamlets situated in Midland. 
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Lodi is in the southeastern part of the county. It eon- 
tains 9,049 acres, nearly two thousand of which are salt 
ounarsh covered by the tide from the sea, and about the same 
number of acres of uncleared land. Lts territory runs to a 
sharp point at its northern extremity between Saddle River 
and Midland, and its surface is marked by two ereat di- 
versities of appearance, its eastern and southern portions 
being enveloped by the tide marsh, an extension of coun- 
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NEW YORK IN 1673. 


tryonce covered by valuable cedar growth, but now denuded 
of any ferest whatever, and given up to salt grass, swamp 
flowers, and course weeds. This grass is of some value to 
farmers, being cut in the summer, then suffered to remain 
on the ground where it is cul until the winter frost hardens 
the soil so that teams may travel over it. in the western 
part the ground is nearly all upland, capable of high culti- 
vation and of growing veectables and other garden products 
for the New York market. | . 

Lodi is bounded north by Midland and Saddle River, east 
by Midland, Hnelewood, and the Hackensack River, south 
by the same river and Union, and west by Saddle River, 
Union, and Acquackanonk. It belongs to both the Passaic 
and Hackensack Valleys, but its usefulness is almost entire- 
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ly dependent upon the former stream, as its eastern portion, 
bordering on the latter, is wholly composed of marsh. 

Its territory when formed into a township was much 
larger than it is at present, as Union was afterward severed 
from it and some of it added to Tludson County when that 
county was created. In its 
western part, near Saddle 
River, it has some manu- 
facturing Interests, where 
were established — some 
years. ago erist and saw- 
inills, bleaching and dye- 
ine factory, and the Lodi 
Chemical Works. 

Berry’s Creek is the only 
stream of any importance 
in the township besides 


the two large rivers the 





Passaic and Hackensack. 
Which form its western and 


A COLONIAL VASE. 


eastern boundaries. 

Some new Dutch names appear among the pionecr settlers 
in the territory now called Lodi. They are Berry, Brineker- 
hoof, Van Schanck, Romaine, Schoonmachers, and Terhune, 
Like the immigrations into other townships the same diffi- 
culty obtains here in the ascertainment of any date of its 
first settlement. Some came, as near as can be learned, 
as early as the latter part of the seventeenth century. 

The township was taken from New Barbadoes in 1825, by 
acl of Incorporation passed by the Legislature, and since 
that time the names of Tolland descent are largely in the 
majerity in the record of the township officers. 

The township has (wo important towns: Lodi and Carl: 
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stadt, of which Lodi is the older, its origin being almost 
simultaneous with that of the township. It is situated in 
the northern part on Saddle River, which stream at this 
point furnishes a very valuable water power, not, however, 
utilized until a little more than half a century ago. The 
Village has large manufacturing interests, but, unlike most 
factory towns, it has especial charms in the ornamentation 
of its streets, in many elegant residences, and in many public 
buildings, especially the railroad depot. There are five 
church edifices in the town and school buildings for the 
accommodation of the children of its inhabitants. Much 
of the beauty of the town and its prosperity in its early his- 
tory were due to the liberality and public spirit of Robert 
Rennie and Richard Terhune, two of the principal manufac- 
turers of the place. 

In the opposite end of the township, and extending over 


-into Union, is the larger town of Carlstadt, built on quite 


an elevation and overlooking both valleys. This locality 
was the result of the operations of a company of two hun- 
dred and forty Germans, who organized an association com- 
posed of themselves,and bought one hundred and forty acres 
for sixteen thousand dollars, which they plotted into city 
building lots, apportioning seven.to each member. A com- 
pact town was the result, which was incorporated and ts 
governed by a board of trustees who are elected by the real 
estate owners who are voters. It is a thriving town, popu- 
late lL almost entirely by German operatives, whose object 
in establishing Carlstadt was to furnish comfortable homes 
at moderate prices to the members. The suecess which at- 
tended this enterprise induced the formation of other asso- 
clations and the purchase of land in other localities in the 
township with a view of establishing villages or towns. 
Success has not always attended these attempts, 
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Carlstadt was named in honorof Carl Klein, the projector 
of the town, who became the first president of its board of 
trustees. 

Woodridge is situated a short distance north of Carlstadt, 
and is a small hamlet, as is also Corona, still farther north. 
Little Perry, in the eastern portion of Lodi near the junction 
of Inelish Creek with the Hackensack, is somewhat, lmpor- 
tant for its connection with the extensive brick works on 
the last named river. 

Union is situated in the extveme southern end of Bergen 
County, and is one of its small municipalities. Lt has 8,057 
acres, of which 4,098 are tide marsh, 467 are covered with 
water, and about 1,000 are still forest land. Almost the 
Whole eastern portion is composed of salt yneadows. A nar- 
row strip on the Passaic is elevated above the marsh and 
river, and can be utilized for agricultural purposes or for 
the location of villnges. Union formed part of New Barba- 
does until 1825, when Lodi was incorporated; then it was 
made part of that township. It remained under its juris- 
diction until Hudson County was created in 1840, when it 
was added to vie new county and placed within the bounds 
of Harrison Township. The inhabitants of the territory 
were hot pleased with their pew associations, and in Psoz 
Union was made an independent municipality and reunited 
to Bergen, Tt was well known to the Plaeckensack Indians, 
who frequented this partof the country and chuimed owner 
ship of the land in the eastern and northeastern portions of 
the State on and around the Passaic, Hackensack, and Tud- 
son Rivers. They called this part of their possessions by the 
euphonious name of “ Mighectlick.” 

The territory of Union Township was purchased by Cap- 
tain William Sandford from the proprietors in 1668. Cap- 
tain Sandford was a maternal ancestor of one branch of 
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the Pennington family, of Essex County, so distinguished 
in the history of New Jersey. William Sandford Penning: 
ton, one of that race and one of the most prominent men of 
his time in the State, being judge of the Supreme Court, 
governor and chancellor of 
the State, and judge of the 
United States District 
Court, Was a nephew of an- 
other William Sandford, a 
descendant of the captain. 
and was named for him. 
The nephew was an ardent 
Whig and the uncle was as 
ardent a loyalist. Tle had 
announced his | determina- 
tion of making his nephew 
and namesake the heir of 
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large part of which were 
situated in Union, anid 
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threatened his — relative 
With disinheritance if he Peery ee tore 
continued in his opposition 

to the king. Young Pennington preferred his country and 
its liberty to the tempting bribe, entered the patriot army, 
and of course was disinherited. 

Union is bounded on the north by Lodi, on the east by 
Lodi and the Hackensack, and on the west by the Passaic. 
Besides these two rivers Union has two smaller streams of 
some importance: Berry's Creek and Saw Mill Creek, 
and several small brooks, lributaries to the lareer stream. 

The disadvantages arising from the marshy character of 


a darge portion of this towuship did not make it a desirable 
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place of residence, or perhaps deterred settlers seeking coun- 
try abodes from examining the land, and thus caused them 
tv overlook many desirable localities. he Tolland imimi- 
eration did not flow in so great a volume into this part of 
Bergen County as it did elsewhere, but several prominent 
families of that race were found there quite early. Schuyler, 
Hlolsman, Vreeland, Joralemon, Outwater, Van Winkle, 
Kip, Van Riper, Brinkerhoof, and Ackerman are some of 
their names. <A few names of nelish extraction were ex- 
ceedingly prominent in the early history of Union, such as 
Rutherford, Kingsland, and Sandford. 

A purchase of several thousand acres in Union made by 
Captain William Sandford, alveady mentioned, was in the 
interest of Stephen Ikingsland, who came from Barba- 
does in the seventeenth century and settled on the land 
then bought. He had enough influence to give the name 
New Barbadoes to the township, in which Hackensack, the 
capital of the county, is situated. | i 

The Rutherford family owned a large estate here, on 
which was built a large mansion, occupied for several gen- 
erations by the descendants of the first owner, but the race 
has now disappeared from this section of the State. One 
or two descendants are living in the City of New York, one 
of whom has become distinguished for his astronomical 
studies and discoveries. 

The list of officers of the township proves that the Dutch 
element of its Inhabitants is appreciated by the voters, but 
there also appears a large sprinkling of other names. 

The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
aroused the interest of those desiring to escape the dis- 
advantages of city life to the fact that there were several 
suitable locations for summer residences in Union, access 
to which was easily obtained over the new road. The re- 
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sult was the villages of Kingsland and Lyndhurst. The 
Kkingsland family owned and occupied a large extent of 
land on the line of the railroad. The railroad company 
bought some land in 
this locality, .util- 
ized it for the erec- 
tion of workshops, 
built a station here, 
and named it Nings- 
land in honor of the 
owners Of the prop- 
erty. The workmen 
needed = dwellings. 
These were erected 
and the hamlet be- 
came quite a thriv- = 
ing village. | 

Lyndhurst is also | | 
on the line of the =~" <a 
vailroad. ILere are * 
sume handsome resi- 
dences and — some: 





factories cmploying 


A WASHINGTON CHATR. 


Ihany operatives 


sand giving impetus and streneth to a flourishing village. 


Rutherford is in the northern part oof the township, and 
is the result of the efforts of several gentlemen frome New 
York who were attracted to the spot by its beauty and de- 
sivability for residences, A never failing spring of pure, 
cool water, of sufficient flow to send from its margin quite a 
stream, Was found here, and near it a small, inconvenient 
station was erected by the railroad company, now controlled 
by the New York and Mrie, The existence of this spring 
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gave the name at first of Boiling Spring to the locality. 
Very soon several land associations were formed and land 
was bought from the reluctant Dutch owners, who were 
averse to selling the land upon which their families for 
many generations had dug and delved in quiet. But the 
purchases were finally made, the land thus bought was 
plotted into building lots, streets and avenues were laid 
out, and some private residences were built with taste and 
with appliances for comfort; and now a thriving and in- 
portant town is the result. Phe first land was purchased 
in LS58 and the town is still improving. It is now called 
Rutherford after the family of that name formerly resident 
in Union. 

There is a small settlement bearing the same name as 
that of the township, situated on the Passaic River, 

Nearly opposite Belleville, in Essex, is the Schuyler cop- 
per mine, formerly belonging to Arent Schuyler, for whom 
the mine was named. It was operated as early as B19, 
when it was discovered by one of the slaves of the original 
owner. Ile, however, did not give much attention to its 
development. Ilis son, John Schuyler, after his father’s 
death, worked it with considerable profit. As early as 
1738 the mine was credited with 13,086 tons of ore which 
had been taken from it and shipped to England. In 1753 
John Schuyler introduced, at a cost of three thousand 
pounds sterling (&15,000), the first steam eugine ever used in 
America. The mine was in operation in 1868, being then 
mentioned and described by Professor Cook in his amnual 
eeological report for that year. Tt has been spasmodically 


worked since that time, but often virtually abandoned. 
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ESSEX COUNTY AND HKELIZABETIVFOWN 





Pa SSHX COUNTY was one of the four counties cre- 
ated by the Legishiture in 1682. But there was 
mention made of counties in New Jersey prior to 
that date 
interesting from one or two points of view: one to learn 





indefinite mention most certaimly, but 


what sort of legislation governed the Province in the early 
times when this mention is made, the other to watch for 
the beginning of the law-making provided for the division 
of the Province into these political divisions. At the ffrst 
session of the provincial Legislature begun on the oth day 
of November, 1675, at lizabethtown, during the admin- 
istration of Philip Carteret, the first colonial governor of 
New Jersey, appointed by Berkeley and Carteret, lords pro- 
prietors, and on the 13th of that month, the following pre- 
uinble and act were passed : 

Having taken into serious consideration the great charge that hath been 
oceasioned by the necessity of keeping courts within this Provinee, as also the 
necessity that courts of justice be maintained and upheld amongst us, which said 
courts may go under denomination of County Courts, it is therefore enacted by 
this Assembly that there be two of the aforesaid courts kept in the year in each 
respective county, viz.: Bergen and the adjoining plantations about them to be a 
county and to have two Courts in aw year, whose sessions shall be the first Tues- 
day in Mareh next and the last ‘Tuesday in September, Elizabeth Town and 
Newark to make a ‘county and have two courts in a year, whose sessions shall 


be the second Tuesday in March and third Tuesday in September. Woodbridge 


wnd Piseataqua to be a county and to have two courts, the first Tuesday in March 
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and the second Tnesday in September. The two towns of Nevysink to make a 
county, their sessions to be the lust Tuesday in March and first Tuesday in Sep- 
tember. 

No names are given to these counties, no description of 
any bounds, but in each section of the act wherever refer- 
ence is made to courts, they are called county courts. It 
would have been extremely difficult at that timre to have 
made any division into any well defined bounds by intelli- 
gible description of the territory of the Province into coun- 
ties. 

At a later meeting of the Legislature, held at Ilzabeth- 
town, March 28, 1682, IMssex County was created by name 
with somewhat definite bounds. The preamble of the act 
creating the four counties is indicative of the faet that the 
Legislature did not deem the statute of 1675 as sufiicient 
to form a county, although no reference is made to it. This 
is the preamble: : 

Having taken into consideration the necessity of dividing the Provinge into 
respective Counties for the better governing and settling Courts in the same, 
Be it enacted by this General Assembly and the authority thereof that this 
Province be divided into four counties as followeth. 

The bounds of HMssex County are thus described in this 
act: “Essex and the county thereof to-contaim all the 
settlements between the west side of Ilackensack River and 
the parting line between Woodbridge and lizabeth Town, 
and so to extend westward and northward to the utmost 
bounds of the Proyinee.” A ame is given to the new coun- 
ty, and its bounds are so described and settled that there 
can be no mistaking them. ‘They included the whole north- 
ern part of the Province of Kast New Jersey from the di- 
vision between Woodbridge and Itlizabeth west to the 
boundary between the two provinces of Kast and West Jer- 
sey, east to the Hackensack River, and north to the Province 
of New York. | 
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The division line between the two provinces of Hast and 


West New Jersey was uncertain and ill defined. bt aay 


have been understood at the (ine it was first attempted to 
be described, but that is doubtful. It has been the origin 
of controversy for nearly two hundred years and has never 
vet been determined. The various courts of the State have 
endeavored to settle the vexed question, and, as yet, have 
failed. The determination of the direction and exact COUPE 
of this line was at one time quite important, and there are 
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ELIZABETHTOWN IN 1840. 
(From the Broad Street Bridge.) 


occasions at the present when titles to real estate are some- 
What dependent upon its proper adjustiment, but im the 
county lines, the boundaries between them, there is, per- 
haps, now no real necessity that the true course of this line 
should be established. Those boundaries have now been 
too lone acquiesced in to adinit of any possible question. 
The present territory of Nssex las been greatly reduced 
since the time it was made an independent county. Somer- 
set has taken some part from its southern borders, Union 
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County has been formed entirely from it, the part between 
(he Passaic and Tlackensack has been added to Bergen, and 
Passaic County has largely encroached upon its northern 
portion. It has an area of 83,025 acres, of which 6.431 are 
tide marsh, 1,646 are covered by water, and about 4,000 are 
still forest, 

It has thirteen townships and cities: Belleville, Bloom- 
field, Caldwell, Clinton, East Orange, Mranklin, Livingston, 
Milburn, Montclair, Newark, Orange, South Orange, and 
West Orange, and the boroughs or villages of Irvington, 
South and West Orange, Nutley, Verona, Glen Ridge, Cald- 
well, and North Caldwell, 

Ahnost the whole of the county is within what may be 
properly called the Valley of the Passaic. That river in its 
tortuous course washes both its western and its eastern 
borders, and is materially connected with its history and 
usefulness. The surface of the county is diversified. In 
the eastern part, on the river, the Jand is undulating, birt 
Within a few miles a range of hills, dignified by the people 
With the mame of mountains, passes north and south 


through the county. Beyond this range and westwiurd is an- 


other range running parallel with the first named, but not 


so extensive.  Belween these two ranges lie) charming 
valleys, where nestle many farm houses and fertile fields. 
Th Caldwell on the Passaic are large tracts of marshy land, 
called the Great and Little Piece Meadows and Tattield 
Swamp, containing two thousand three hundred acres, and 
within the bounds of the City of Newark there are over four 
hundred acres of tide marsh. 

Peckman’s River runs through the eastern part of Cald- 
well info the Passaic. Pine, Deep, and Green Brooks also 
walter the country in this township. Second and hired 
Rivers are found in Bloomfield and Belleville and empty 
Into the Passaic, The main branch of the Rahway River 
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rises between Second and Third Mountains in Orange, and 
runs through Milburn and Springfield to Rahway and 
thence into Staten Island Sound. This stream at one time 
was exceedingly valuable because of its excellent water 
power, and long ago, and for many years, it was utilized by 
numerous mills and factories, especially for the manufac: 
ture of paper. The other parts of the county are traversed 
by several small streams, some of them tributaries of the 
Rahway, but nearly all flowing into the Passaic. 

The whole of the colonial and a large part of the State 
history of Hlizabethtown is connected with Essex County, 
of which during colonial times, and for nearly eighty years 
after New Jersey became an independent State, it formed 
an important part. Tt can not well be claimed that that 
municipality is within the bounds of the Passaic Valley, as 
it lies directly on Staten Tsland Sound and Newark Bay and 
has no direct connection with the river, but its relations 
with Mssex County were so intimate, beginning alinost with 
the very first settlement of lizabeth and continuing: for 
nearly two hundred vears, and its position in the Province 
was so leading, that itis impossible to do justice to the scope 
of this history without giving it some mention. 

It can not be ascertained with exactness when the first 
settlement in Mlizabethtown was made. Records were kept 
by the first settlers, but unfortunately Chose records have 
mysteriously disappeared. Tf they had been preserved sev- 
eral vexed questions arising about the early history of this 
locality would be solved. It may be safely assumed, how- 
ever, that the settlement took place as early as 1664. 

In 1638-84 Charles If eranted his letters patent to his 
brother James, then Duke of York, afterward James JT, for 
an ill defined extent of country in this Western Continent, 
but certainly including New Jersey. The immigrants in 
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New KEneland were told that fairer lands and more genial 
skies lay to their southward. Seductive proclamations were 
made by Berkeley and Carteret and their agents, and scat- 
tered broadcast among the settlements in New I[tneland, 
promising uncommon privileges and unexpected religious 
toleration to all who would settle in the new province. 
Glowing descriptions were given of the fertility of the soil, 
the beauty of the land, the wonderful varieties of its prod- 
ucts, the salubrity of its climate. 

All these inducements attracted the attention of the im- 
migrants in New England to New Jersey. Their country 
was sterile, its climate was harsh, its natural products lin- 
ited, and an element of its population had become prom- 
inent. They purposed to abrogate some of the laws which 
provided for a continuance of the strict enactinents that 
established Puritan rule. So the attention of many settlers, 
especially in Connecticut, was turned with longing eyes 
toward this new country, which, if accounts of if weré to 
be trusted, was a paradise for the agriculturist and a haven 
of rest for those who sought a COUnLEY Where they mieht 
live under their own laws. So they came from the settle- 
ments on the Connecticut River and Lone Island, all, low- 
ever, New Enelanders, into New Jersey, and settled at 
Ilizabeth. 

Prior to this negotiations had taken place between the 
colonists of Connecticut and Peter Stuyvesant, the redoubt- 
ible governor-eveneral of the New Netherlauds, looking: to- 
ward a lodgment in what was afterward New York, but a 
refusal on the part of the Dutch governor to grant to the 
proposed immigrants independent civil courts without ap- 
peal from them to other tribunals put an end to the nego- 
tations. 


Philip Carteret, the first governor of the Province of New 
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Jersey under Berkeley and Carteret, reached Elizabethtown 
in the month of August, 1665, with about thirty persons—- 
men and women. These immigrants who aecompanied 
Carteret were not of the character which fitted them to 
brave the environments which surround the first settlers in 
a new country. Highteen of them were laborers, called 


99 


“servants 


by Carteret. With very few exceptions they 
were all of I'rench blood or 


Dy bore French names. Two of 
BEL ued them, were, what ,im {hose 
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co a days were called gentlemen 
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Mugen iain ren’ anquellin. The last named 


ee J ee fags Pe a 

os 4 was a I*renchinan, a sur- 
veyor, and became surveyor: 
general of the Province, a 
member of the governors 
council, and attended the 
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ES re eae er sequious to Carteret, and al- 
ways acting in his interest. 

Carteret and his thirty followers found quite a settlement 
at Klizabethtown scattered in rude dwellings along the 
stream, then and since called Elizabeth River. Many of 
these settlers met him-oat the landing and escorted him to 
the village, he marehing at their head with « hoe on his 
shoulder, denoting thereby, as is supposed, that he meant 
that agriculture was to be the chief occupation of the people. 


It has been claimed by some historians that Philip Car 
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teret and his motley band of followers, with four families 
found there, were the real founders of Elizabethtown. 

But this isa mistake. four men before Carteret’s arrival 
had boueht the land from the Indians and had secured a 
erant of it from Governor Richard Nicolls, of New York, 
who claimed the right to issue the grant. The purchase 
made by these four men was, by the express words of the 
deed, for themselves and their * associates.” Carteret dis- 
puted the right of Nicolls to make the grant, and his con- 
tention, judeine of it by modern rules, was correct, but he 
estopped himself from actually refusing to acknowledge the 
evrant made by Nicolls, as he purchased from John Bayless, 
one of the four grantees, his 
interestin the land conveyed, my . ey 
and made other purchases Rr ard Fe 
from those who could only 
claim title under the Indian deed and the grant made by 
Nicolls. ° 

There is, however, a well authenticated fact of history 
which antagonizes the statement that Mlizabethtown owes 
iis settlement to Philip Carteret and his thirty followers 
and the four families. Six months before the governor 
made his appearance in New Jersey, and on the 19th day of 
February, 1665, a town inectine was held in lizabethtown, 
at which all of the male inhabitants were obliged to be pres- 
ent, and on that day eighty-tive residents in that town took 
the oath of allegiance. The names of those who subscribed 
to the oath are recorded, and many of them will be recog- 
nized as represented among the worthiest and most. re- 
spectable citizens of Mlizabeth of the present day. Among 
them were Woodruff, Ogden, Crane, Carter, Moon, Marsh, 
Oliver, Tucker, Price, Bond, Whitehead, Meeker, Bonnell, 
Hatfield, Weadley, Barber, Parker, and others, 
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On the day when this oath was taken the land of the col- 
ony was allotted among the colonists according to  pro- 
visions made before that time. The real founders of THliza- 
bethtown, the promoters of its best interests and most per- 


manent advantages, were to be found amone these eighty- 
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five citizens, who thus avowed their allegiance to the crown | 
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of Kneland—all of them sturdy, self-denying, self-reliant, | 

} 

God-fearing Puritans. | 

<0 2 ‘ ‘ | 

Nlizabethtown beeame really the capital of the Province, | 

the residence of the colonial governors, and the place of | 
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meeting for several years of the Legislature.  Tts political 
importance in the early history of the colony was asserted 
by the lords proprietors and their agents and acknowledged 
by the colonists. It is to-day a growing, populous city, the 
county town-of Union, and the abode of inany representa- 
lives of these first settlers who laid its foundations so broad 
md deep upon the basis of justice, liberty, and religious 
principle. 

Inlizabeth, as at first established, was of very large dimen- 
sions. It extended from north to south over seventeen 
miles of country, running from the mouth of the Raritan to 
the mouth of the Passaic, and twice that distance westward 
into a then unknown country, and included the whole of 
What is to-day Union, a large part of Somerset, and a small 
portion of Morris county. Toward the north it took in Clin- 
ton Township in issex County and considerable of the City 
of Newark. 

The first settlers of Mlizabethtown were of Ineglish stock, 
coming from the colonies in New Iingland, mostly from Con- 
necticut. Some came from Lone Island, but there were im- 
migrants there from New Kneland. A year or two after the 
first settlement at Mlizabethtown Robert Treat and his col- 
leagues appointed by the towns from whence were to come 
the expected colonists in New Jersey, and who were th 
search of a home for their constituents, visited Elizabeth- 
lown and there found friends and) former intimate asso- 
ciates, whom they had known in Branford, Guilford, Mil- 
ford, or in New Haven; and it is undoubted that they were 
largely influenced by these old companions in making 
choice of Newark as their desired haven of rest. 

The small French element introduced into Elizabeth in 
1665, by Philip Carteret, hud no appreciable influence in 
moulding and shaping the course of the colony. After- 
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ward, under the influence of the colonial governors who long 
made Mlizabethtown their place of residence and really for 
a few years the capital of the province, another element 
soon erept in—Knelish, it is true, but not possessing the 
same characteristics as were the peculiar property of the 
first comers; and they began to exert a controlling power 
in shaping affairs. The two elements worked side by side 
in harmony, as it seemed, without strife or attrition until 
the two becaine blended into one homogeneous whole, and 
now the dissimilar and distinguishing attributes of each are 

lost. Whe “strietest scrutiny 
Lat y would fail in an attempt to de- 
9 tect any difference in the pres- 
ent population, whether they 
represent the first settlers ov 
those who came after. 

The people of this municipal- 
ity for generations have beén re- 
markable for their courtly man- 
ners and for their old-fashioned 





eT ~ grace of deportment. It is pos- 
AL railenote? sible that in this respect the im- 
press of the l'rench immigrants 

who came with Carteret has not been lost. 
The influence of the colonial governors, of course, in any 





controversy between the mother country and the colonists 
was cast In behalf of Mneland, and it was natural that the 
element attracted to New Jersey by the real or supposed 
advantages to be gained by the presence of the representa- 
tives of the English crown should also remain true to the 
king. Up to a certain period in the colonial history this 
was the case, but at the time when the encroachments of 
the home government oppressed the other colonies the great 
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HLIAS BOUDINOT AND OTHER FAMILIES Beit 


majority of the people of Elizabeth embraced the patriot 
cause with enthusiasm, and became its firm adherents, out- 
spoken and active in their resistance to the oppression of 
the English government. Many distinguished citizens en- 
tered the service of the Congress in the army as privates 
wand ofticers. 

Among the distinguished men in the Continental Army 
from L[Elizabeth were 
Kilias Dayton, Irancis 
Barber, Oliver Spencer, 
Matthias Williamson, 
Aaron Ogden, — Elias 
Boudinot, William 
Clarke, Jonathan Day- 
ton, Philemon Dickerson, 
Matthias Ogden, Jona- 
than Condit, William De 
Hart, and hundreds of 
others. Many of these 
rose to eminence in the 
State as embers of tue 
Continental Congress 
and of the State Legts- 
latures. Abraham 
Clark, a signer of the a a oe, pred, 
Declaration, was an ex- ; a 


press rider for the goy- 








fr 


ernment during the war. Ile and Elias Boudinot became 
members of Congress. Rev. James Caldwell, the “ Fight- 
ing Parson,” was also quartermaster. Ile resided at IHliza- 
bethtown. Aaron Burr resided there in early youth with 
some members of his father’s family. 

William Livingston, the first governor of New Jerscy 
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after the passage of the State constitution of July 2, 1776, 
was connected with the Continental Army at the time of 
his election. Ile resigned from his command to accept the 
appointment and was then a resident of Elizabethtown. THe 
made himself the object of the peculiar hatred of the few 
Tories of the town by his unwearied and eclfective exertions 
on behalf of the colonists. They vented their sage by burn- 
ing his residence, an elegant mansion with a large library, 
much valuable furniture, and other property. 

While the British were at New York and Staten 
Island many raids were 
made from those points 
on the inhabitants of 
the town and of the ad- 
joining country, and an im- 
mense amount of damage 
was done. General Clin- 
ton at one time occupied 
the place with a portion of 





hisarmy. But these efforts 


THE CRANE TAVERN. 


of the enemy to work in- 
jury to the stubborn and 
unterrified patriots only intensified them in their loyalty to 
the country. 

Klizabethtown, during its history both as counected with 
the colony and the State, has given many distinguished 
men to the service of the country as ministers of the gospel, 
lawyers, judges, jurists, and representatives in the State 
Legislatures and in Coneress. General Winfield Seott had 
been a resident for many years prior to his nomination as a 


* From this tavern of Colonel Will- his inauguration. The site is now oeeu- 
lam Crane, at Elizabethtown Point, pied by the Singer sewing machine 
Washington embarked on his way to — factory. 
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candidate for the Presidency and almost to the time of his 
death was a citizen of Khizabeth. 

Klizabeth is now a residential town with no large manu- 
facturing interests. At Ilizabethport, which is fast 
becoming a part of the city, is situated the large plant of 
the Singer sewing machine works, where many hundred 
workmen are employed. The municipality was named in 
honor of Elizabeth, the wife of Sir George Carteret. It is 
now called Ilizabeth, taking that title by virtue of an act 
of the Legislature. 
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CHAPTER: XX'V 


THE PURITAN SETTLERS 


PPEAISSIX COUNTY has a history which, in interest and 
importance, is surpassed by no other in the State. 
It has $38,028 acres, of which 4,681 are tide marsh, 
1,646 are covered with water, and about 20,000 are 
still forests. It has thirteen townships, three cities, and sev- 





eral boroughs and villages. 

The territory of Mssex, as at first formed, was much larger 
than it is at present. It was created by act of Legislature 
in March, 1682, and, according to that act, comprised ail the 
land within these bounds: 


All the settlements between the west side of the Hackensack River and the 
parting line between Woodbridge and Elizabeth Town, and so to extend west- 
ward and northward to the utmost bounds of the Province. 

This included all of the present Counties of lssex, Union, 
and Passaic, a large part of Bergen, and some of Somerset. 
If there had been no division of the Province into Kast and 
West Jersey at that time it would have taken in the whole 
of Morris and Sussex, most of Somerset, and a large portion 
of ILunterdon. 

A great amount of the territory of Itssex as it was orig- 
inally formed has been taken in the creation of other coun- 
tics. When the boundary lines of Somerset were finally 
determined Essex was obliged to surrender some of its land. 
The large and important Township of Acquackanonk, in 
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1837, which since 1682 had been meorporated within Essex, 
was added to Passaic. ‘The whole of Union, in 1857, was 
separated from Hssex. Notwithstanding these changes it 
is now the second most populous and influential county in 
the State. 

At the time when the Duke of York made his grant of 
New Jersey to Berkeley and Carteret the Mnelish colonies in 
Jonnecticul began to assume vreat importance and exer- 
cised a dominating in- 
fluence in the public 
affairs of that) Provy- 
ince. Several towns 
had been settled, scat- 
tered in the Valley of 
the Connecticut River. 
New ILaven, Guilford, 
Milford, and Brand- 
ford were some “of 
these localities. Their 
inhabitants were all of 
the same religious be- 
lief, all enthusiasts, 





Sie and tenacious of their 
rights, whether civil or 


JOHN WINTHROP, OF CONNECTICUT. 


religious. ©These  peo- 
ple were bigoted and intolerant according to modern notions 
of tolerance. They were strict in the performance of every 
duty incumbent upon them, but they demanded the right 
to judge of their own liability as to duty, claiming that their 
conduct was to be governed by one infallible guide, and that 
was the revealed Word of God. In construing that Word 
they strangely mingled the severity of the Old Testament 
with the requirements of that divine love which Christ, 
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their only acknowledged leader and guide, proclaimed to 
be the sole foundation of Tlis church upon earth.  ImplHcit 
obedience was demanded from all who were within their 
jurisdiction. They loved their families, and guarded and 
cherished them with never failing tenderness, but within 
the family circle and in the household the head of the house 
was supreme, and he must be obeyed with instant and 
reverential submission. They were merciless to the uire- 
pentant sinner, in- 
flicted) the harshest 
punishments for 
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crime and contu- 
macy, and never for- 
gave those who con- 
temned authority. 
They were the Saints 
of the Lord, and as- 
sumed the right to 
dominate over the 
lives and opinions of 
those who dwelt 
ainong them, and 
who sought skelter 
in their homes or in 


JAMES I. 


their community. 
They required the strictest conformity. with the opinions 
they cherished and cominanded all to abstain from any 
transgression of the rules they established or the laws they 
enacted. They were superstitious, and hung poor eirls and 
women for alleged witchcraft. 
But they were honest in all their dealines with their 
neighbors and lived unblemished lives. They fearcd God, 


had faith in His promises, and worshipped Ilim lovingly 
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THE PURITAN SETTLERS eae 


and faithfully. 'hev erected churches for Tis honor and 
vlory and filled them with Ilis praise. By the side of the 
church edifice they built the school house and college, and 
made sacrifices to support their institutions of learning. 
While they refused liberty of thought or tolerance of -opin- 
ion to others they claimed the right of exercising their own 
liberty of thought, of opinion, and action, and they laid 
broad and deep in their new home, and for all time, the 
foundations of freedom. 

When judging of these men it must be remembered that 
they lived in an : 
age when intcler- 
ance was universal 
and tolerance 
the exception to 
the general rule. 
This, too, must be 
said) in their be- 
halt: “they had 
braved the  dan- 
gers of the ocean; 





they had fronted 


THE BRADFORD HOUSE AT PLYMOUTH. 


the privations and 

hardships of anew life ina sterile land, under an unfriendly 
sun, Where savage beasts and more savage men surrounded 
(hems they had surrendered the delights of civilized life, the 
comfort and solace of home, the associations of country, the 
protection and guardianship of organized government, se 


that they might isolate themselves and enjoy in their own 


way their peculiar notions of religious liberty. Having 
braved all this with a common purpose, with united hearts 


‘and minds, they claimed the right to select from those who 


sought admission to their communities such as would com- 
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ply with the rules and ordinances they had established for 
their own government. In making this claim they asserted 
nothing more than the head of any family who had estab- 
lished a home and rules for its guidance might properly de- 
mand from any stranger who should seek a permanent shel- 
ter under lis roof. 

Lupressed with the idea that all things must be made sub- 
servient to religion, pure and undefiled, and to the glory of 
Almighty God, they deemed it a sacred duty to) brine 
family, community, and State into conformity with this 
ruling principle dominating their whole lives, public and 
private: that the Creator must be made the first object of 
their influence. So they enacted a law in their colonics 
along the Connecticut that no one in those colonies should 

hold office or own land or vote 

| unless he were a member of some 

dbo Auadford. Coneregalional © humae ier 

should any be ‘admitted as Scl- 

{lers unless they could pass the 

scrutiny of the town meetings. These laws were annulled, 

and the sterner souls, Who believed in such legislation, re- 

solved to seek another home where they could enforce this 
rule fo its fullest extent. 


About this time the Grants and Concessions ” 


of Berke- 


Jeyand Carteret were scattered abroad in New Mneland, aid 


the attention of Che Connecticut people was directed to the 
vlowing accounts they contained of New Jersey and the 
promises of toleration made by them. But these men were 
prudent, and undertook no hasty, impulsive action. A dele- 
eation of some of their very best men, with Robert Treat at 
its head, was sent to New Jersey to view the land, to make 
negotiations with Governor Philip Carteret, the agent of 
the lords proprietors, and if expedient to make the neces- 
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Sary al “angements for a purchase. Robert Treat resided 
at Milford, and was at that Gime one of the most prominent 
men in Connecticut. Ele afterward became governor of 
that colony and died while in office. 

The delegation came to New Jersey, saw Governor Car- 
terct, explored the country as far as Burlington and the 
Delaware River, and finally fixed upon the land on the 
Passaic where soon afterward were laid the primitive foun- 
dations of the goodly City 
of Newark. 

These were the men 
who settled in Newark. 
and these ave the circum. 


settlement was made. 
These immigrants . came 
from Milford, Brantord, 
and Guilford, and some 
hiv. New” Haven. lhe 
first movement for the 
contemplated exodus 





seems to have come from 
Milford. It is. evident 


JOUN WINTILROP, OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


from all the records that 
the people of that locality were prominent in the enterprise. 
Before the initiatory step was taken the blessing of God 
was invoked. No important action, indeed no action what- 
ever, Of any character, could have been taken by those pious 
men without ‘first seeking counsel with their Mather in 
ILeaven and fervently praying for Tis blessing. 
Before starting on their hazardous journey it was agreed 
that eertain fundamental agreements should be made. 
These were signed on the 13th day of October, 1666, by 
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twenty-three heads of families, and on the 24th of June fol- 
lowing by forty-one more, ageregating sixty-four signers— 


wll, as is supposed, heads of 
number of these immigrants can be found, but, taking the 
usual average number of persous in families, it is probable 
that very nearly three hundred people, men, women, and 
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children, were eathered together in our ‘Pown on the Pas- 
stick “ within a vear after the first settler landed. 

The fundamental agreement is so peculiar that it is given 
in full for the benefit of the reader: 

October 30", 1666. 

At a mecting Touching the Intended design of many of the inhabitants of 
Branford the following was subscribed: 
WB 1°.) That none shall be admitted as freemen or free Burgesses 
LT hedged within our ‘Town upon Passaic River in the Province of New 

Jersey but such Planters as are members of some or other of the 


Congregational Churches, nor shall any but such be chosen to Magistracy, or to 


families. No record of the 


« 
AT ie re NL Re 





ot ee 


ee me nn AE er te cam 


ER tee ae 


ee ee =. 


ee 









_ a Otamen um ie 





dol on Vw il ¥eQ i Oo Tang sii fic lw’ mina : 
Togs sual vie, Wii beprre oro “oli Hod | ‘ 
wih Yo, renner, A: aot hen Ww brie hineogqiia, 
oul h untidies isd Daatio’ OU die elawosiinind 2#) To «dre 
detoyn ab ii Hothios) ai ais «plo tachment SR aTOYS in 










a ok 


DLS, St OWS Chia | remrona borhan 






BLD dled on ded 
a i py tld 3 







SE OR wna ities | eee cement 












A TO RM City OER yea sid HAE RAG 


45 LOM, etry eR pagays >! opt tHe) fermart heels nny ff itil 
Atl tobe bey deetdy oad boy Dr ty ae nniliin ” Atty 


oie wi Th Mul ws ban HP Ore heoiieeiags talon PTW pas 
Ee OEY De Doe Gal pay iat he ae 
DOSE MOE gouty) | ' a . i 
Yo Hiandidnitad odd to ‘ids Yo agianl bebo ould siridaal wi tpeesiibe A 
° fy sendy ned tie ebyer yuel iwoltut onl iraotonnent | 
eseewnll matt to ge vata vst Lottionhe od Meals cor Sed O et gp eat a 
Wo Io vattivort . oil wi ill vine: oan aw E sate Mil iye ee 


{ | 
ot to aamee 3 10 eee Fo wrohaeny wan ee ening, done, duct Writ, rae ary . 
Oo) te omtenyn hd dd itvdddy an! showa quod (ata itil. 100 gated Laine —— Hy 


ee Jaa 








THE FUNDAMENTAL AGREEMENT 309 


carry on any part of Civil Judicature, or as deputies or assistants, to have power 
to Vote in establishing Laws, and taking or Repealing them, or to 
any Chief Military Trust or Office. Nor shall any but such Church 
Members have any Vote in any such elections; Tho’ all others adinitted to Be 


Jerem. 26. 21. 


planters have right to their proper Inheritance, and do and shall enjoy all other 
Civil Liberties and Privileges, According to all Laws, Orders, Grants which are 
or shall hereafter be made for this Town. 





t 


NEW YORK IN 1666. 





Ynd. We shall with Care and Diligence provide for the maintenance of the 
purity of Religion professed in the Congregational Churches. Whereunto sub- 
scribed the inhabitants from Brantford, 

TING < Tiaixs ’ , rt 16 

Mhis is signed by the following: 
> : Sea 

dasper Crane, Abra Peirson, Saml Swaine, Laurance Ward, ‘Thomas Blatchly, 
Kbenezer Canifield, John Ward, Senior, Ed. Bull, John Harrison, John Crane, 
Samuel Plum, Josiah Ward, Samuel’ Rose, Thomas Peirson, John Warde, John 


Catling, Richard Tharrison, Thomas Huntington, Delivered Crane, Aaron Blatchly, 


Richard Laurance, John Johnson, Thomas L. Lyon. 


: 
| 
| 


On the 24th of June, 1667, the same fundamental agree- 
ment was signed by the following : 


See 


Robert Treatt, Obadiah Bruen, Matthew Camficld, Samuel Kitchell, Jeremiah 
Pecke, Michael Tompkins, Stephen Freeman, Henry Lyon, John Browne, Joln 
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Rogers, Stephen Davis, Edward Rigs, Robert Kitchell, J. 1. Brooke, Robert 
Lymens, Francis F. Linle, Daniel Tichenor, John Bauldwin, Senor, John Bauld- 
win, Junior, Jona Tomkins, Geo. Day, Thomas Johnson, John Curtis, Ephram 
Burwell, Robert R. Denison, Nathaniel Wheeler, Zachariah Burwell, William 
Campe, Joseph Walters, Robert Daglish, Hanns Albers, ‘Thom: Morris, Hugh 
Roberts, Eph’m, Pennington, Martin Tichenor, John Browne, Jr., John Sear- 


eeant, Azaviah Crane, Samuel Lyon, Joseph Riges, Stephen Bond. 


Most of these names are represented in the present resi- 
dents of Newark, and many cilizens of the State of New Jer- 
sey can trace their 
venealogies back to 
one 6 Or, more. of 
these original set- 
tlers. 

The lords — pro- 
pr red os. ww ho 
claimed to own the 
land where the im- 
Migrants purposed 
to locate thei new 
colony, had fully 
agreed that the 
landing might be 
nade and a certain 





extent of country 


AN INDIAN CHIEFTAIN. 


used for the new 
settlement, "Phe colonists, (herefore, supposed they would 
have no difficulty in landing. But as they came to the bank 
of the river and went on shore they were met by some of the 
Hackensack Indians, who hunted over the lands in the north- 
ernpartof New Jersey and fished in its rivers. These Indians 
refused to allow the immigrants to remain, and demanded 
that the goods which had been brought upon the land should 
be returned to their vessels. Governor Treat was armed 
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ARRIVAL OF TIN PURIDANS oth 


with a letter from Governor Carteret to the chiefs of the 
tribe, but they insisted that the land was theirs, that it 
had not been bought from them, and disclaimed any au‘hor- 
itv of Berkeley and Carteret to sell, and still warned the 
newcomers to return. A few years afterward Robert Treat 
thus told the story in his own quaint way: 

But no sooner was the Company present got on the Place and landed some of 
their goods than I, with some others, 
were by some of the Hackensack In- 
cians warned off the Grounds, and 
(they) seemed troubled and angry 
that we landed any of our goods 
there, tho’ first we told them we 
had the Governor’s order, but they 
replied the land. was theirs and was 
unpurchased, and then we put ow 
goods on board the vessels again, 
and acquainted the Governor with 


the matter. 

Subsequently peace 
Was made with the Tack- 
cnsacks, their claim was 
honestly met by the colo- 
nists, and the land deed- 
ed from the river to the 
foot of the Orange Moun- 





AN INDIAN KING. 


tains, and extending 
southward to the boundary dine of lizabethtown and 





northward in oan indefinite manner, but sufficiently 
described so as to include the modern cities of Newark, 
Orange, and, Hast Orange, the boroughs of Glen Ridge, 
Irvington, and Vailsburgh, the towns of Bloomfield, Mont- 


clair, and West Orange, and the townships of Belleville, 





Clinton, Franklin, Livingston, and South Orange. Other 
purchases were subsequently made from the Indians which 
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included the rest of- the present County of Essex. The con- 
siderations paid to the aborigines for these purchases were 
ridiculously insignificant according to modern ideas of 
values, but at the time, taking into consideration all the 
circumstances surrounding the transactions, they were 
abundant and the sellers were entirely satisfied. 

The second purchase was confirmed by a deed so quaint 
and so interesting, and giving a specimen of the mode of 
conveying in those days, that it is copicd into these pages 
and given verbatin et liicratim, et punclerutim: 


Know all men by these presents that Wee, Wapamuck the Sakamaker, and 
Wamesane, Peter, Captamin, Wreaprokikan, Nasseam, Perawac, Seasom, Mamus- 





INDIAN TOTEMS. 


tome, Cacanakque, and Hairish, Indians belonging now to Ilackinsack, the known 
acknowledged proprietors of a certain tract of Land Lying on the west of 
Pesayak River, being parties ou the one side, and Mr, Obadiah Bruen, Mr, 
Samuel Kitchell, Michael Tomkins, John Browne and Robert Denison, with the 
consent and advice of Capt’n Philip Carteret, Governor of the Peovince of New 


~ Jersey, and in behalf of ye Inhabitants now being or to be, ye possessors of the 


tract of Land Inserted in this Deed of Sale the other parties, Doe make this In- 
denture the Eleventh day of July, in the year of our Lord 1667 (being the en- 
larging and perfecting of a deed of Sale made With the Indians, the year before 
the present) in manner and form following, viz.: 

Tuar Wer, the said Wapamuck the Sakamaker, and Wamesane, Peter, 
Captamin, Wreaprokikan, Nasseaim, Perewac, Sessom, Mamustome, Cacanakque, 
and Harish, doe for ourselves and with consent of the Indians, Bargain, Sell and 
Deliver, a certain tract of land, Upland and meadows of all sorts, Wether 
Swamps, Rivers, Brooks, Springs, fishings, ‘Trees of all sorts, Quaries and Mines 
or Metals of what sort soever, With full liberty of hunting and fouling upon the 
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sume Exeepting Liberty of hunting for the above said proprietors, that were upon 
the upper commons and of fishing in the above said Pesayak River, which said 
tract of Land is bounded, and Limited with the bay Hastward and the great 
River Pesayak Northward, the great Creke or River in the Meadow rumniing to 
the head of the Cove and from thence bareing a West Line for the South bound 
wh. said Great Creek 
is commonly called and 
known by the name My, ete ibe 
Weequachick, on the faa, Wows 
West Line backwards noes ee ae Lae 
in the Country to the ic ( Sates a 
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tho several kinds of | FAC-SIMILE OF THE TITLE-PAGE OF THE PRIMER OF_ 1669) 
them, and all the sin- 

gular benefits and Privileges belonging to them, with ye several bounds affixed 
and expressed herein, as also free liberty and range for Cattle, horses, hoggs, 
and that though they Range beyond any of the bounds in this deed Expressed, to 
feed and pasture Without Molestation of or damage to the owners of the cattle 
&c aforesaid. Wee the above said Indians, Wapamuk W&e. doe sell, Alienate 
and Confirm all our Right, Tithe and Interest of us, our heirs and Successors for- 


ever Unto the said Lands &e as above mentioned to Mr. Obadiah Bruen, Mr. 
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Samuel Kitehell, Michael Tomkins, John Browne, and Robert Denison, townsmen 
and agents for ye English Inhabitants of Pesayak, to them their heirs and associates 
for Ever, to have, hold and dispose of, Without Claim, let or Molestation, trom 
ourselves or any other Whatsoever. These Lands &¢ are thus solde and deliy- 
eved for and in consideration of fifty double hands of powder, one hundred barrs of 
lead, twenty Axes, twenty Coates, ten Guus, twenty pistolls, ten kettles, ten swords, 
four blankets, tour barrells of beere, ten paire of breeches, fifty knives, twenty 
howes, elght hundred and fifty fathem of wampem, two Aukors of Liquers or some- 
thing Equivalent and three troopers Coates; these things are reecived, only a small 
remainder Kngaged by them by bilk ‘Lo the true and just performance accord- 
ing to ye true intent of our bargain, Wee ye said Obadiah Bruen and the rest above 
said doe for ourselves and ow heires, Ex’tors, Adin’n’tors, or Assigns, to the said 
Wapamuk W&e the true propriciors of the said Lands doe bind and Covenant. 
Wee the said Wapamuk and the rest of the Indians above said doe fully sur- 
render, pas over and Yield up all our Right, privilege and 
power in the same, and to free the above said Lands from 
Claim, Incumbranees of What kind soever, all the above 
mentioned purchase Wee doe grant and deliver to Gba- 
diah Bruen and ye rest above said to them, their associ- 
ates, heires and all the lawful possessors. And for the 


full Ratification and testification of the above said bargain 





and agreements about the aforesaid tract and parcells of 


Land so bounded, Wee the said parties above mentioned 


INDIAN VASE. 


have hereunto Enterchangeably, sett our hands and seales, 
the day and year above said in the presence of Us Wit- 
nessiny. Moreover Wee doe grant them free liberty to take what timber and 
stones they please inany of our Lands where Wee the above said Indians have 
propriety. 

Obadiah Bruen, Michael ‘Tomkins, Samuel Kitchell, John Browne, Robert 
Denison, Wapamuk, his marke, Harish, his marke, Captain, his marke, Mamus- 
tome, his marke, Peter, his marke, Wamesame, his marke, Wekaprorikan, his 
marke, Caecanakrus, his marke, Sessom, his marke, Perawae, his mark. 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in presence of Samuel Edsall, Pierwim Sachem 
of Pau, his marke, Edward Burrowes, mark of Richard Fletcher, Classe, his 
mnarke. 


In 1677-8 another deed was made by the Indians which ex- 
plains itself, as will appear by the following copy: 

Wuereas by the original deed of sale made by the Indians to the inhabitants 
of the town of Newark, bearing date the Eleventh day of July, 1667, it is said to 


the foot of the Great Mountaine, called Watchung, alias Atchanck, Wee Win- 


ocksop and Shenocktos, Indians, and owners of the said Great Mountaine, for and 
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in consideration of two Guns, three Coates, and thirteen kans of rum to us in 
hand paid, the receipe Wereof Wee doe hereby acknowledge, doe Covenant and 
declare to and with Mr. John Ward and Mr. Thomas Johnson, Justices of the 
peace of the said towne of Newark, before the Right Hon’ble Philip Carteret, 
Ksq., Governeur of the Province of New Jersey and the other witnesses here 
under written, that it is mesnt, agreed and intended that their bounds shall 
reach or yo to the top of the said Great Mountaine and that Wee the said In- 
dians will marke out the same to remaine to them the said inhabitants of New- 
ark their heires or assignes forever. In Witness Whereof Wee the s’d Indians 
have hereto set our hands and seales the 18th of March, 1677-8. 

Winocksop, his marke, Shenocktos, his marke, Signed, Sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of James Boller, Secretary, Hendrik Drogestadt, Samuel Har- 
rison. 

This acknowledge before me the day and yeare above written. 

Pu. CARTARETT. 


sy these two deeds it is apparent that the settlement on 
the Passaic had no name at the time of the execution of the 
first deed, and that it had received the name of Newark be- 
tween the time of the date of the first deed and that of the 
second. It is generally supposed that the town was named 
after the city of that name in Yorkshire, Nneland, whicre 
the Rev. Mr, Pierson, the first pastor of the church at Nevw- 
ark, once lived. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 
THE FOUNDING OF NEWARK 
N THE 13th of October, 1676, a warrant was issued 


by the proprietors *“ to lay out for the use and bene- 
fit of the ‘Town of Newarke so much Land.as shall 





be convenient for Landing places within the said 
Towne, Land for a School House, for a Town house, Meeting 
Ifouse, a Market Place or Market Places, and two hundred 
Acres of Upland and Meadow in proportion for a Parson- 
age.” This warrant was confirmed by a deed dated Decem- 
ber 10, 1696, which conveyed several other tracts besides 
the several parcels of land mentioned in the warrant, and 
also made this other conveyance: “the streets of the sayd 
towne of Newarke as they are now layed out, viz: the high 
street to remaine about two chaine nore or less in breadth 
and in length from Hugh Roberts brooke to the mill brooke 
thorow the Middle of the Towne; and the rest of the streets 
to be as they are now in breadth.” 

This street described as running from een ltoberts’s 
brook north to Mill Brook or I‘irst River is undoubtedly 
Broad Street.. Hugh Roberts’s allotment was at the end 
of what is now Lincoln Avenue at the bifurcation of the 
road, where one highway goes to [lizabethtown and the 
other to Irvington. A small brook once ran across the street 
at his lot and made its way to the Salt Meadow. 
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On the Tth day of “ Apreill,’ 1713, a charter was eranted 
by Queen Anne to Newark. In that charter the bounds of 
Newark are thus described : 


All that Tract of Land now known by ye name of Newarke, Bounded Easterly 
by a Great Creek that Runs from Hackinsack Bay through ye Salt Meadow 
called by the Indians Wequahick and now known by ye name of bound Creek, 
and Continuing from ye head of Said Creek to the head of a Cove to a Markt 
Tree, from thence it Extended’ Westerly upon a Straight line by computation 
seven miles be the same more or Less to the End or foot of the Great Mountain 
and with Ridee thereof Called by the Indians Waechung, Neav where runs a 


branch of Raway River, from thence extending on a Northerly course along the 
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NEWARK IN 1832. 


Ridge of the said Mountain to a heap of Stones Erected to Asertain the Bound- 
ary between the s’d ‘Town of Newark and the Town of Acquickatnunck, from 
thence Running a South Mast Course by Acquickatnunck Bound to where the 
brook or Rivolet Called by the fndians Yantokah, but now known by the mame 
of Third River, Empticth itself into Pasayaek River, and from thence Contiau- 
ing Down along by the sail Pasaiack and Hackingsack Bay to the mouth of said 


Bound Creek. 


This Bound Creek was at one time navigable for small 
vessels, sloops, and periaguas of light burthen. iA dock 


had been built on the east side of the road to Mlizabethtown, 
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from which, in the early part of the nineteenth century, con- 
siderable trade with New York was conducted im wood, hay, 
and farm products. Tl atso then abounded with fish of sev- 
eral yvarielics, but it is now shrunken in its proportions and 
its waters are so polluted that all fish have been driven 
UWily. 

When the first settlers in Newark left their Connecticut 
homes and came to their new habitation they brought with 
them their beloved pastor, the officers, records, and com- 
munion service of their church, (heir wives and little ones, 
their old inen and white-haired women. ‘These they com- 
mitted with prayer 
to some rude vessels 
of the day, sailed 


~ 


down the Connecti- 


oe 


cut River to Long Is- 
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Jand Sound, then out 





into Kast River and 
to New York Bay, 
then throueh the Isills into Newark Bay, and thence up the 
Passaie River to their destination. 

A romantic incident is connected with the debarkation.- 
A young maiden, the daughter of Lieutenant Swaine, one 
of the prominent men of the company, and who afterward 
was honored by the colony with appointments to posts of 
honor, had promised to become the wife of Josiah Ward, 
one of the passengers. The young lover had determined 
that his promised bride should be the first to put foot on 
the land of their new home. fe so arranged matters that 
she was the first to land. She became the ancestress of the 
humerous and highly respectable family of Wards who are 
scattered all over the United States. 

These first settlers in Newark were all men of substance, 
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according to the notions of those days, and brought consid- 
erable wealth with them into their new home, Strange to 
say their minister, the Rey. Abraham Pierson, was the 
wealthiest man amone them. 

The site of the new town was soon settled, and then the 
colonists were confronted with the question as to what mode 
should be adopted for making a proper and honest division 
of the land among themselves. This problem seemed to 
have been solved without any great difficulty. 

The method of governing the colony by the system of 
town meetings was introduced at once. These meetings 
were considered of the 
greatest = importanee. 
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cient excuse could be 
viven by the absentee he was promptly fined. Two persons 
were employed, one at the north and the other at the south 
end of the settlement, whose especial duty it was the day be- 
fore-each meeting to give notice to all the inhabitants. At 
(hese assemblages all business relating to the colony and its 
interests, of every nature, was transacted, their ministers 
were ealled, their salaries settled, the schoolmasters were 
emploved and their compensation fixed, plans for the erec- 
tion of school houses and church edifices were discussed 
and determined, courts of justice established, their judges 
and officers appointed and their fees limited, township offi- 
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WARD DIVISIONS Bok 


cers elected and their duties prescribed. This mode of goy- 
ernment was retained in Newark until (8386, when the Legis- 


lature granted a charter which provided for the election 








of a mayor and common council. 


In 1832 the township had 
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e 
COCKLOFT HALL AND 
SUMMER HOUSE, ! 
been divided into four 
wards, which were each 


represented by four alder. 


This arrangement of 


Wards was retained in the charter; 


but now (P90OT) there are fifteen wards in the city, 


and many of these contain more population than there was 


jn the whole city in 1S83z. 

1 During the first decade of the nine- 
teenth century this property was owned 
by Gouverneur Kemble. It was a fav- 
orite resort of its young owner, the 
Irvings—Washington, Dr. Peter, and 
William,——James Kirke Paulding, Cap- 
tain Porter (father of Admiral Porter), 
Henry Brevoort, and others, who made 


the ancient mansion gay with their fun 
and frohe. — It was christened « Cock- 
Joft Hall”? by Washington Irving, and 
called Mount Pleasant. The house was 
built by Nicholas Gouverneur, grand- 
son of Abraham Gouverneur, who miar- 
ned the daughter of Governor Jacob 
Leisler. 
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At the first regular town meeting held October 30, 1666, 
partial arrangements as to the future government of the 
colony were made and the mode of dividing the land among 
the colonists discussed and settled. Streets were laid out, 
of which there were four principal ones: the broad street, 
running nearly north and south and as near the center 
of the prospective town as could be, with two parallel 
streets, one. on 
the east and 
the other on the 
west. The broad 
street is now 
called Broad, 
that on the east, 
first known as 
the east back 
Jane, was named 
. Mulberry, and 
eb sls So that on the 
ge att west, first desic- 

nated the west 

back lane, was 
named = Wash- 





ington. Phere 
WASHINGTON IRVING. Was also a road 

running to the 

river, crossing the other three highways, Which was 
then called the road to the ferry, but now known 
as Market Street. The land on these principal streets was 
then plotted into * Home ” lots of about six or seven acres 
each. The land outside the town, that is the Salt Meadow 
and that on the hill, was thereafter to be partitioned 
into what were called * out” lots and divided. It was so wr 
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ranged by a vote of the town meeting that the inhabitants 
of the several towns in Connecticut from whenee they came 
should have their “ home” lots together, in the same nweieh- 
borhood, and adjacent to each other. 

On a certain day fixed by the town meeting the inhabit- 
ints came together, and after a devout prayer to God fora 
blessing on the undertaking it was determined by lot to 
whom the home lots should be awarded. Every one inter- 
ested was obliged to submit to this plan, the one exception 
being Robert Treat, who, by a unanimous vote, was per- 
mitted to make his selection without being subjected to the 
uncertainty of chance. With becoming attention to his own 
interest he chose the southeast corner of Broad and Mar- 
ket Streets, the most valuable property in the whole town. 

There is only one descendant of an original settler now 
residing on any part of the land thus gained by the ances- 
tor. Williaa Camp received the lot on the east side of 
Broad Street, adjoining Chestnut and Camp Streets, anc 
running to Mulberry Street. One of his descendants im a 
direct line, a lady, now lives in a house built on a portion 
of the property on Broad Street, between Chestnut and 
Camp. Her father, John J. Camp, who died several years 
avo, formerly owned nearly the whole of the original lot. 

Mr. Willinan Plime, a descendant of Samuel Plain, one 
of the original settlers, occupied a part of his ancestor's 
allotted land on Bridge Street until about ten years ago, and 
prior to his time an unbroken line of lineal descendants from 
the original settler lived on the same lot. Mr. William 
Plume was born about cighty vears ago in the house still 
standing, and died in the same rooin in which he was born, 

The Plumes, as the name is now written by some of the 
family, are still abundant in Newark. The Camps have al- 
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most entirely disappeared from Newark, although some are 
to be found in other parts of the State. 





A PATRIOTIC BARBER. 


The first settlers in Newark were no common men despite 
their intolerance and bigotry. They were mindful of the 
future in proyiding for the wants of their descendants, 
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They laid out broad streets for their travel, but that was 
not their first care. Their church and its blessings were 
(he first objects of their protection. They had brought with 
them their pastor, so that prime necessity, as they properly 
deemed it, was supplied. 'Mheir next care was to erect a 
meeting house for divine worship. At a town meeting held 
September 10, 1668, it was ordered and Agreed to Build a 
Meeting Tlouse as soon as May be; of Four or Six and 
Twenty Foot : 
wide, and thirty- 
four Toot Lone 
and Ten Foot Be- 
tween Joints.” At 
the same town 
meeting it was 
avreed that their 
minister should be 
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‘common rates ” 
during the time 
he ministered to 





them, that~. he 
should “vag ie THE FIRST CILURCH., 
eighty pounds for 
the first vear of his ministry, to be paid “yearly at two sev- 
eral times,” in October and March, and“ they ” (the inhabit- 
ants) “do agree to pay him Yearly a pound of Butter tor 
every milk’s cow in the town in part of his pay.” When it 
is remembered how cheaply a minister or any one could live 
in those davs this salary was certainly muniticent. 

In the laying out of the town a site for the erection of a 
chureh edifice was not forgotten, nor were the future wants 
of the chureh overlooked. A lot on the broad street was 
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set apart for the erection of a meeting house and extensive 
grounds excepted from the general division and devoted to 
the support of the sanctuary. Two parks, as they would 
be called to-day, were laid out: one in the center of the 
town for military evolutions, then called the “Training 
Place,” now known as Military Common, the other in the 
more northerly part of the town for a market place, now 
called Washington Park. 

The dead must be cared for and reverently buried, so a 
portion of land opposite the present First Presbyterian 


Chureh was devoted to the purposes of a city of the dead.. 


There were then two streams running through the town, 
one issuing out of a beautiful large spring on the hill back 
of the town, called First River or Mill Brook, which was 
utilized in the early history of the colony for mill purposes, 
another smaller stream, rising in the western part of the 
town near the head of Market Street, where at one time 
there were two small ponds caused by this last named 
brook, from which it ran down the center of the town, form- 
ing on the south side of Market Street a marsh, called “ the 
Swamp,’ where in early times the tanners and curriers ¢on- 
ereeated, and where many of them are still to be found. 
This stream, leaving the “swamp” and a small pond on 
Market Street, continued its way southward, sometimes on 
the line of the streets, but most of the way between Broad 
and Washington Streets, forming another portion of marshy 
ground between what 1s now ILalsey Street and Washing- 
ton, extending almost to Spruee, where it made an abrupt 
turn eastward and crossed Broad Street a short distance be- 
low where Tfalsey joins Clinton Avenue, Thence it made its 
waty across the ground where Lincoln Park is located to the 
Salt Meadows. Both of these streams have disappeared, the 
{wo marshes are gone, and the pond called the “ Watering 


pm 





| rian ® hd bollne oly at ‘ iy 


ij beoutinit” tant whl wif 





Py a AOE hE ey a nae Shy Seely Stet Uy: ANE CRRA iy? hh penn ait, 





















i np ms ve feu \ i f x ; site 
y ¥ i Le - 
aie a oh an ; i 
ane nae iy occ | 
‘ ‘ * Ww 


A me: ty 







i) Qo. sh oily. i ae toh: aE ewe Wal i: iy 
Delors weodition tot !lak 
ult ai toto ob} ftoninate! ) ue cy werent wont ie 
vent sii destiny w i 0 are volt 16 brag, wltoii4on a 
en HD HorgaidenY fi 
& oR Rein bisa TAO Resi wot fst ad leu baob re 9 sh 
BP RT anil Saeaeorg, oul a hawt, Yo “uo oD eh 
hash od) Qo Vio & Yo. HIRO EL auld ad bytoveb ane ilo | 
(Mot oY enol) wake Cig Raho te ont roviee ow a9) 
Aon Hid. at jee gicinga onal TWH fy, Vey ino es wel + 
eiw il nib oor WH seria lai Folin 
ep ENT iin qo quale» he | 
alt 46 tng meee: ait i od tthe 
“er et otto: te. sniky faith 




















: fcetirgs prs t TR OMEL otiur 
Heres fruot okt do ros oa “nth iverot spe Yi itvtsher ano f 
oy bala aber fi, Jonnie, fodaelh Ww tole: dl iboe aust) 
Oo HRP tern’ ‘eran ‘ath RTT vite ai aiotiyy © foe 
renrot od ot tite rns aralt to. (ona whee finn abe) 
fe Dog Heme 6 haw que * ont waby nat anno pil" 
ny aunt yonron Desi dase Winn al vit ero. AotVe odtepl HK 
haat agowisd aMeve 4b Ao beast bid’ 2 bore be salt Yo onrit ot é 
ier nat We Hot Pood roe Wiss ytrisintol PV A wolyni den has 
BRAT baw joe sein Yl ei ieee wean pod baesseor | 
vey reed as ee ats VE gee oon 17 ot taomls auibneixe oh 
od quaiieily dita ik Jeon9R huot! beaeom has beteverane au) 
ati olsen ti oon! anaes, wordt tilioj, yond aT ort wot 
ot ot fotnool ai Ati alooait oneal havory oh HAUT ay 
ont ders Bath ove gutperte suott Yo Wot aol GoM, se | 
Ulta WF eR al hothis hawt ot} hire nog orn feaberane ow)” 








NI VIRS'T SCLLIOOL HOUSES 307 


Place” by the early settlers, aud set apart for the purposes 
of supplying water to the cattle, is also gone, Their places 
are covered by dwellings and shops and factories. 

School houses were built, one in the north end, one in the 
center, and one in the south end of the town. When the 
first building for school purposes was erected can not be 
ascertained. wo small edifices of this character were 
standing until recently—one on Market Street and one on 
Orange Street—small, modest buildings of stone, evidently 
ancient in their history. The one on Orange Street was de- 
stroyed some ten or fifteen years ago, the other was de- 
molished in 1900. 
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NEWARK—IN THE REVOLUTION AND TIE REBELLION 
Hi first Christian assemblage in Newark was Con- 


evregational in its creed, government, and ecclesias- 
tical affinities, but in the eighteenth century it 





transferred its relations to the Presbyterian de- 
nomination and is now recognized as the oldest organization 
of that sect In New Jersey. 

In 1845 there was only one public school house in New- 
ark, costing less than $4,000 to build—a very plain edifice 
situated within the square bounded by Washington, Tall, 
Ifalsey, and Court Streets. Now there ave fifty-one scattered 
wll over the city, elegant in their architecture, conmidious 
in all applances for the purposes of such erections, supplied 
with the very best teachers, and filled with thousands of 
scholars who can receive a substantial traiming in all the 
ordinary and even higher branches of an Wnelish education. 
There ave also two normal or high schools meeting in two 
large edifices, where education in the languages, modern 
and classic, and in the very highest mathematical studies, 
can be obtained and students prepared for college or pro- 
fessional life. There are to-day no better schools with more 
complete arrangements for the education of youth, with 
more accomplished teachers and better equipped for their 
duties, than those which the noble liberality of the citizens 
of Newark has provided for the educational interests of the 
young. ; 
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“Our town on the Pesaiack,” thus begun with such en- 
vironments, has now become a city of 250,000 inhabitants, 
and the descendants of those courageous men and women 
who found a home in the unbroken wilder- 
ness have gone all over the republic and, 
discarding the harsh, illiberal principles 


of their ancestors, have perpetuated their 















influence has always been masterful for 
the rieht. Their sturdy independence, 
their integrity, and their corsistent lives 
have won for them the respect and confi- 
dence of the communities where they have 
lived. Several of the names of the Connec- 


Newark, but the 
very best strain in 
this growing cily is 
to be found among 
the representatives 
of those who first 
laid its foundations 
upon the eternal 








2 a) ob principles of  free- 
oie oe 


UL RYT 











Pall 
nesses ULL 





a: dome andthe: im- 

: perishable laws of 

Justice and right. 
The colonists 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


from New England 
were a busy people. No drones were allowed a lodgment 
in the new settlement. Industry was the rule. While the 
town remained in a formative state the preservation of life 
made it a necessity for all to work. The habits of industry 


virtues. Wherever they have gone their | 


ticut immigrants have disappeared from 
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thus formed were never relaxed, but continued all through 
the history of the village, the town, and the city, and New- 
ark has always been the foremost locality in the nation in 
its manufacturing interests. Its prosperity has arisen al- 
most wholly from the attention its inhabitants have be- 
stowed upon the varied objects of its Inmany industries. A 
significant fact in the very early history of the town ex- 
hibits the estimation then held by the citizens of the value 
of manufactures. Samuel Whitehead applied for adimis- 
sion into the town as an inhabitant. At the town meeting 
held June 30, 1680, it was resolved “that the town is will- 
ing Samuel Whitehead 

should come and Inhabit NEVER DESPAIR . 
among us, provided he 





will supply the town with BS 

shoes.” : oop sy 
The great manufactur- ; B 

iny prosperity of Newark 2 a 

began in the eighteenth ve : 

century, and continued 

with increasing and = un- T& W. Mercem Print 93 Gold St. 


maurying success until the 

terrible disasters of 1836-37, when, with one single excep- 
tion, every important establishment in the then city failed 
in meeting its financial engagements. The banks sus- 
pended specie payment, and trade and business were coi- 
pletely paralyzed. Skilled workmen, mechanics, and ar- 
tisans walked the streets day after day seeking in vain for 
employment. The distress among all classes was inde- 
scribable. I*or many years prior to that time the exporta- 
tion of goods of various kinds into the Southern States 
had steadily increased until the volume had swollen annual- 
ly into many millions of dollars. The principal products 


rae 






i an a) Ae | 


buieicks lias seats od daxeton soved wrow & 
woth bus vgilo od) ban wood mit uniliv ont my 
ui woltem od) ai lve! teourw) ods aod ine 
Las wowisas Hat ysitoyeory at wha) ai ‘qeuripaael 
“od vin eaatiduadal ef molestie wil) aso wllosw- 
A wolnawhad yirwut 211 lo wtgeide botrny ol) aoqur t ier 
-*9 mW) oft To etodeid vitae yew ot ati jos Jano Bie 

oviey ont to etositts -olt yd Pte saul) soiautiiee oud adidly ‘ 
-eisibs “rot heiiqas Dareabo did) lousst get noel wh | 

guihsom awot odd dé jess tiedassli 8 ag mwor oy oii ae Bs 
“ie al wvwos ol) basalt” hoyvhowe apy ti O6OI Mi soul De i 
/  . bredtidW tome 


“ia ated navn 























Hidatiel ban on 110) 


Ke en ae ws 
‘educate amt ot 
| aruwo, to Witeqeor | 
; nsatilais oul ai 
| | tepaiiaes baa he Bh 4 

#@ blvd £0 rue “ sy we at ne highs ‘paige 2 i 
| 5 ae tito ea Ue 
yooxe vigaia Mo bie en a WEBEL Lo. wotunel bal 
twlint ytiv mold od isi tasiuitebld ites ha pssoguart iat WA f 
“ua edugd ofl abeoita hy sagan ini meni we wari 
4109 S14W asoniend bus obvi) Sutis eaten Ley aise be ly se 
“i ban ,oluodsom sme t10 4 buitise Howie Larne, Ula? 

“Od thts i i yitidose sb sofle yah eloonie old Hodlaw enneid 
soba aie wants fle guowe eaoeih ofl “Soomyolqas ~ 
siiogxe af) suit tet of toliq winsy yasm toil oid adie - 


o 


eosin a's ullnom oft olai abaid evoitsy Yo abooy to. uoit om ; 


of WUE rellover bad sel wilt Vij bee meg ouri dibssia bad an 
wow orig lagivaing oT etnlloh to emoiftien (een otal x, ; 





Sits, 


eae 
~ 


| Se A 


yi “2 Sam ; 


. Fjeae A 
hop i i a : Peat i r 
pis Hie aret 
wily Pliny ae ia et ; 
ay a Ris Het WO see Ne AL 7 9 9 


aoe) THE PASSAIC VALLEY 


furnished for this Southern trade were boots, shoes, cloth- 
ine, carriages, and saddles and harness. This trade in a 
measure was renewed many years after the catastrophes 
of 1836, but it never rose to the same magnitude it had be- 
fore assumed. Large fortunes were made and lost in these 
Southern transactions, but the Civil War finally broke up 
the traffic and it has never regained its hold on the South- 
ern people. 

Other channels for the sale of the ever increasing prod- 
ucts of the industry of the manufacturers of Newark have 
been successfully utilized by them, and the producers of 
the almost endless variety of goods sent out from the work- 
shops of Newark are reaping large rewards for their energy 
and enterprise. ‘he growth of the city has been marvel- 
lous. At the time of the Revolution the population was 


only a few hundred people scattered over a large extent of 


land. Between 1890 and 1900, only a decade, the merease 
in the population has been more than sixty thousand, and 
it is still increasing. The people are the most cosmopoli- 
tan in the State, representatives from almost every country 
in the world being found here. | 

The record of Newark and Essex County in the Revolu- 
tion is one to be held in the greatest honor and remembered 
with pride by every citizen. When the oppressive acts of 
king and parliament attacked the liberties of some of the 
other colonies the sympathies of the people were at once 
aroused, and those sympathies given practical utterance. 
Meetings were held at which the best and most prominent 


men were present and added their voices and, influence to. 


swell the popular sentiment. Committees of safety and 
correspondence were appointed, offers of aid were made, 
and the whole body of the people aroused to instant action. 
There were a few who still held to their allegiance to the 
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Mneglish king, but the overwhelming majority of the com- 
munity placed themselves in unmistakable opposition to 
the parliament. When the demand came from Congress 
for troops volunteers from all classes in society sprang at 
once to fill the ranks of the Continental Army. New Jer- 
sey was the theater of the contest. The British, soon after 
war began, occupied New York and Staten Island, and, in- 
cessant raids were 
made from those two 
localities upon the in- 
habitants of the adja- 
cent parts of New Jer- 
sey. Newark,  [liza- 
bethtown, and the in- 
habitants of Nssex 
County were the espe- 
cial objects of attack. 
Dwelling houses were 
burned, the furniture 
and other property 
found in them = de- 
stroyed or carried 





wway, cattle, sheep, WASHINGTON’S CHAIR, 
ana other domestic (Used by him on the occasion of his inauguration 
: : as Prevident.) 
animals were driven 
off to provide food for the assailants. The outrages and 
insults inflicted upon non-combatants were disgraceful to 
humanity. Instances of brutal treatment of prisoners who 
were captured-in battle or taken from their peaceful homes 
were too frequent to be repeated in these pages. 
Amid all the loss and privation occasioned by. these out- 
rages the patriots stood firm and only increased their ef- 
forts to rid themselves and their country from the rule of 
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wv vovernment which countenanced, or at least permitted, 
such deeds of infamy to be committed by its soldiers and 
hirelings. A few honest nen, sincerely believing that the 
future prosperity of their country depended upon its contin- 
ued connection with the home govermment, deserted the pa- 
triot cause. Some of these joined the British army and 
fought against their old friends and neighbors; some seized 
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ARRIVAL OF LAFAYETTE IN 1824. 


the opportunity afforded them by the constant raids, which 
they more than willingly joined, to despoil former asso- 
ciates, and committed such fiendish deeds as have handed 
their names down to posterity with never to be forgotten 
infamy. 

Throughout the county bands of minutemen were banded 
together, formed into regularly organized companies, well 
officered, who were bound by soleinn agreement to be ready 
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to move at a moment’s notice, given by sound of signal can- 
non or by blaze or smoke of beacon fires. These minute- 
men did excellent work at Springfield and in defense of 
homes and families when ITlessian and Briton invaded 
Newark and the county. They were organized early in 
1775 by an act of the Provincial Congress and were author- 
ized to choose their own officers, but by an amendatory act 
passed in August, 1775, these officers thus chosen must be 
commis- 
sioned by 
the Congress. | 
In the list 
of volunteers 


into the ranks if 
of privates if 
and among Ny ; 
the officers of 4 ! 
the patriotic ie 
arinv are to f wit 
be found hun- Wh 
dreds bearing ay 





the names of 
the original WASHINGTON TAKING THE OATH AS PRESIDENT. 
settlers. 

- Scores of Wards, Cranes, Johnsons, Dodds, Piersons, [larri- 
sons, Camfields, Wheelers, Tichenors, and others, lineal de- 
scendants of the patriots who signed the “ fundamental 
agreement,” appear of record. William S. Pennington, al- 
ready mentioned in connection with his uncle, William 
Sandford, served when a mere youth in the artillery and was 
found by a eeneral officer at one of the battles of the war 
ulone, firing his gun with coolness and precision, and was 
brevetted first lieutenant on the spot. Many of these min- 
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utemen, at times when men were called for (o fill up the 
regular army, voluntecred: and proved their patriotism on 
many w battlefield. | 

Several of these privates, after peace was declared, rose 
to eminence in the history of the State. The character of 
these voluntecrs eminently fitted them for the performance 
of their duties. They were intelligent, thoughtful, judi- 
clous, and wise. They knew how to command and how 
to obey. They were privates in the ranks because duty de- 
manded their presence there. Such men could not but sue- 
ceed, and the independence of the country is due to their 
intelligence and wisdom. Many of them sleep in unhonored 
eraves. When the war closed the survivors returned to their 
families and their humble homes, to their farnis and work- 
shops, seeking no reward for their privations except the 
cousciousness of well-performed duty, and that the country 
they loved so well and for which they had braved so much 
Was free. ) rg 

The peculiar and intimate relations between the citizens 
of Wssex County and most of the Southern States, Involving 
not only ties of friendship, but also business interests ex- 
isting between them during the years just before the break- 
ine out of the Civil War, rendered the situation most embar- 
rassinge. The feverish sentiment so prominent moall the 
Southern communities, the threats of secession which meant 
civil war if the threats were carried into exXecuuion, Were 
viewed with the greatest alarm in all commercial and mianu- 
facturing cireles in Newark. The South was many millions 
in debt to the people of Newark alone, Civil war meant 
ruin to the manufacturer and consequent distress and loss 
to the whole people. ‘he universal sentiment was that 
peace, if possible to be obtained without the loss of honor, 
must be restored. ATL just claims of the misguided people 
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of the South must be recognized if that could be aecom- 
plished without disgrace. In this sentiment the whole coim- 
munity united. 

But when the crash came, when I’ort Sumter was fired 
upon, When the lawful government of the country was put 
at defiance and secession became a materialized fact, then 
all was forgotten, loss accepted, and the whole people, with 
some very few and most extraordinary exceptious, rose in 
one acclaiming body and proclaimed allegiance to the gen- 
eral government and opposition to the demon of rebellion. 

The uprising of the North in one solid, united mass was 
the grandest event in the history of any country. Political 
differences were thrown aside. Some of the most decided 
opponents of the governing party, and who, before actual 
secession took place, had antagonized the Republican party 
and had striven to defeat it in the election, now were equally 
as pronounced in their allegiance to the general government 
as were any who had aided in clevating a Republican candt- 
date to the presidency. From the hills of Sussex to the 
seashore of Cape May there was one burst of heroic patriot- 
isa. so Inn this acclaim Essex County and Newark, whose citt- 
zens, If war should really come, would be the greatest losers 
of property and income of all concerned, jomed with almost 
unanimous accord. When the President made his demand 
for volunteers they were furnished with astonishing 
avlacrity, and from the beginning of the terrible contest until 
its close Newark and Mssex County steadily and persistently 
followed the fortunes of the Union cause, and eallantly and 
unselfishly supported the government. The descendants 
of the heroes of the Revolution cmulated their sires in de- 
vetion to country. 

The first call for troops was made by President Lincoln 
on the 13th of April, 1861. On the 6th of May following 
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the Ifirst, Second, Third, and Fourth Regiments of New 
' Jevsey troops, except four companies of the Second Regi- 
ment, which had been detained at Baltimore for special 
service by General Scott, reached Washington ready for 
duty. The First Regiment had in that short time been 
clothed at the expense of the State. General Theodore Kun- 
yon was in command of these troops, and through him New 
Jersey and Newark had the honor of having one of its citi- 
zens in the field as the first commissioned general officer of 
the volunteer force. General Runyou was then in full prac- 
tice of the law at Newark. Ile was 
one of the most brilliant lawyers of 
the State, afterward chancellor for 
three terms, and died at > Berlin 
while there representing the United 
States as ambassador. Charles S. 
Olden, of Princeton, was governor, 
and was called the * war governor.” 
Ife aided greatly in this prompt 
compliance with the orders of the 
. President, and was indefatigable in 
the performance of his duties as 





vovernor, relaxing during the 
Whole of the term of his office no effort whatever to se- 
cure the success of the Union Army. 

This wonderful achievement in the enlisting of four thou- 
sand troops, clothing and arming them, and fitting them 
for actual and immediate service in the field is unequalled in 
the history of all military affairs, and is an example of the 
action of Mssex County and Newark during the whole con- 
tinuance of the war. Hundreds of these citizens lie in un- 
known graves in the Southern land; hundreds move came 
home, scarred and wounded, with empty sleeves, and hob- 
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bling on crutches, giving certain evidence of their undying 
patriotism. 

Among the brilliant men identified most closely with 
Newark who sacrificed their lives during this terrific strug- 
ele was General Philip Kearney, whose brouze statue, in 
life size, adorns the Military Common at Newark. Ie was 
a Jerseyman of four gencrations, a great-grandson of Mich- 
ael Kearney, the first of the family to come to America, and 
who settled in Shrewsbury in the carly part of the seven- 
teenth century. This. Michacl Kearney was of noble line- 
age, a descendant of the Larl of Thomond, ana became dis- 
tinguished in colonial history, being at one time secretary 
of state of the colony. ) 

General Philip Kearney on his mother’s side is descended 
from ILuguenot stock, and was born in New York City 
June 2, 1815. Ile was educated at Columbia College and 
then studied Jaw. His inclination always was for a imili- 
tary life. It is related of him that, as a boy, he delighted 
in fighting battles with wooden soldiers, which were ar- 
ranged under his command against each other im mimic 
warfare. Ile sought for and obtained a commission as licu- 
tenant ina company of dragoons in the United States ariny, 
under Jefferson Davis as captain. In 18839 he was sent by 
the eovernment to rance io study the science of war in 


the French Military School. While there envaged in this 


occupation the war between Ifrance and Aletcrs broke out, 
and he became attached to a branch of the Fvench army in 
Africa and won distinction by his gallant behavior in some 
battles. ‘ive years afterward-he returned to his native 
land and became a member of the staff of General Seott in 
the Mexican War. Ile exhibited great skill and courage 
in this service, and at Cherubusco he lost his teft arm. 
After the close of the war with Mexico he fought in the 
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regular army against the Indians, but this service was dis- 
tasteful to him, and he resigned. In 1859, while he was at 
aris, the Austro-Italian war was in progress. Impelled by 
his love for arms, he became aide-de-camp to General Mor- 
ms and fought at Solferino. Napoleon IL adorned him 
with the Cross of the Legion of Ilonor. In 1861 the Civil 
War broke out, and General Kearney offered his services to 
the governor of New York, but for some unexplainable rea- 
son was repulsed. Through the intluence of some. New 
Jersey friends he was commissioned brigadier-gencral of 
the First New Jersey Regiment of Volunteers. This was 
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on the 25th of July, 1861. He instantly went to the front 
and remained with his New Jersey troops, who became in- 
tensely attached to him, until March 25, 1862, when he was 
offered the command of a division vacated by General Suim- 
ner’s promotion. Tle declined the promotion because he 
could not take his Jersey troops with him. his act of self- 
denial still more stvonely intrenched him in the hearts of 
his command. Tle soon afterward, however, accepted the 
command of a division in Heintzelinams corps. 

Now came the opportunity for which he had longed with 
an intensity which could hardly be understood by a civilian, 
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and that was the presence of actual fighting. Ile partici- 
pated in all the battles of the Peninsula, At Williamsburg 
he saved his old New Jersey command and Hooker from 
ruin. On September 1, 1862, just at the close of the day, at 
Chantilly, after having saved Pope’s army from destruction 
and after driving Lee’s army back from its forward move- 
ment on Washington, he rode out to reconnoiter the enemy’s 
position. Unexpectedly he came upon the enemy’s lines 
and was ordered to surrender. Tfe turned his horse and 
leaned forward to save himself from the ballets of the 
Confederates. He was too late, and was kilied by a ball 
entering his thigh or hip and passing out at the breast. Te 
had aequired among the Union forces from his great cour- 
age the name of “lighting Phil.,” the Confederates lon- 
oring him by naming him the ‘f One-armed Devil.” 
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IRVINGTON, MONTCLAIR, AND THE ORANGES 


ERY soon after the date of the settlement of New. 
ark the colonists began to immigrate into the ad- 
jacent country. One of the descendants of Will- 
lam Camp, am original settler, went two or three 

miles southwesterly from Newark and founded what from 

his time until fifty years since was called Camptown, but 
isnow known as Irvinetonu. Land at the foot of the Orange 

Mountain was plotted and divided to some of the original 

settlers. As early as 1667 widow Hannah [reeman had a 

farm of forty acres allotted to her. By the description of 

Mis. I'reeman’s lot it is learned that other lands had been 

apportioned to Richard Tlarrison, one of the original set- 

tlers. In August, 1675, Robert Symon, as the name ap- 
pears, received a lot of forty-four acres bounded by the 
mountain and by the lands of John Baldwin, Samuel 

Swaine, and Richard Tarrison, Baldwin and Swaine were 

also of the original immigrants. This name Symon is un- 

doubtedly an error, No such name appears among the 
signers of the fundamental agreement, but the name Rob- 
ert Lymens does. 

In the same month of August, 1675, John Baldwin ob- 
tained forty acres “ near the mountain,” bounded by lands 
of John Ward, Captain Samuel Swaine, John Catlin, and 
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Richard Harrison. These undoubtedly were divisions 
made subsequently to the first allotment, as all of these 
men appear as settlers who had received lots within the 
bounds of Newark proper. It is quite certain that before 
the beginning of the eighteenth century dsvelling houses 
had been built at what was known during the Revolution 
as Tory Corner, now within the bounds of West Orange. 
Among these later divisions were some which are described 
as being on the upper branch of Rahway River. The set- 
tlers on these and other lots in the vicinity of the mountain 
were some of those who founded the localities now known 
as Orange and West Oranve. The Harrisous, Dodds, and 
Williams have always abounded in all the Oranges. 

These outside settlements eradually increased until Belle- 
ville, Bloomfield, Orange, and Springfield) became well 
known and recognized localities. But when they were first 
settled can not be aceurately aseertained. They were all! 
of gradual ecrowth——first, a solitary settler reared lis loe 
eabin, a beginner, perhaps, in his manhood career and plan- 
ning for the future; then came another until at last the set- 
tlement assumed such proportions that it required a name. 
One of these had its origin in the erection of a dwelling 
near the east side of the mountain, between Bloomfield and 
Caldwell, by a descendant of Azariah Crane, a prominent 
first settler in Newark. Others of the satae patronymic 
eathered around him, and the name Cranetown adhered to 
the locality for more than a century. Tt has now spread, 
and a beautiful town has climbed up the east side of the 
mountain and occupied the valley beneath. Neweomers of 
taste and wealth appreciated the desirable sites for resi- 
dences and utilized them for their permanent homes. It is 
now called Montclair, and has grown from the insionitficant 
hamlet to a town numbering, as will appear by the last 
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national census, 18,962 people, living in four wards. Tt is 
a town of residences mostly, with no great manufacturing 
interests. The facilities of travel afforded by the two rail- 
roads which reach it from New York, its beautiful situation 
and healthful air, make it a desirable place of residence, 
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THE DOREMUS HOUSE AT BLOOMFIELD. 


and many have availed themselves of the opportunity thus 
VIVE, 

Between Montclair and Newark, in an extensive valley 
spreading over nearly its whole surface, more than a hun- 
dred years ago was a sinall village peopled largely by Dodds 
amd Baldwins, all descended from the Baldwins and Daniel 
Dod, who came to Newark in 1666. The name Bloomfield 
was given to this village in 1796 in honor of Governor 
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MONTCLAIR AND BLOOMFIELD Dit 


Joseph Bloomfield, one of the most distinguished men of 
his time in New Jersey. 

Governor Bloomfield was an officer in the Revolutionary 
Army, a lawyer of excellent reputation, the compiler of 
a volume of the statutes of New Jersey, and governor and 
chancellor of the State for several years. Bloomfield is 
still strongly controlled by the element representing its 
first settlers, who possess the uprightness and adherence 
to principle and right of their ancestors. 

Montclair has received so large a volume of immigration 
of other blood than that found in its early settlers that the 
influence of the ancestors has in a great measure given 
place to that of the newcomers. But this has occasioned 
no loss of benefit to the interests of the municipality or of 
its citizens. Bloomfield in 1900 had a population of 9,668, 
and is divided into four wards. 

The representatives of the first immigrants into Bloon, 
field are permanent in their habits and residences, and hold 
fast to the sturdy characteristics of their progenitors. They 
are steady supporters of their church organizations and 
eladly maintain their institutions of learnine. The Pres- 
byterian denomination has sustained. successfully for many 
years a seminary at this place for the education of German 
young men for the ministry. There are some manufactures 
in the town which have interjected an element possessing 
several qualities of mind and action somewhat foreign to 
those of the majority of the people, but there has been no 
serious clashing of the two classes. Bloomfield was, until 
the year 1812, a part of Newark, and was known as Bloom- 
field Ward, 

In 1806 its southern line was established, but it was not 
until 1812 that it became an independent township. In all 
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its history, especially prior to 1812, it was closely identified 
with Newark. 

West Orange was incorporated in 1862, and was formed 
by adding together portions of Orange, Caldwell, and Liv- 
ingston. In the act of incorporation it was first called Fair- 





ENTRANCE TO LLEWELLYN PARK, 


mount, in S63 its boundary lines were altered and its 
name changed to West Orange. It is situated very nearly 
in the center of the county, and has within its bounds the 
beautiful residential locality known all over the country as 
Llewellyn Park, established many years ago by Llewellyn 
S. Haskell, now dead, whose first name was adopted as its 
title. 

Llewellyn Park is beautiful for situation, and is embel- 
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lished by many dwellings of a very high order of arehi- 
lecture, both as to erection and as to details. The park 
contains over eight hundred acres, and is situated in the 
eastern part of the towmship near the line of Orange. Mar. 





BUST OF LLEWELLYN S. HASKELL. 


Haskell came to New Jersey in 1855, and surveyed the 
evound now covered by the park. Ile appreciated at once 
the great natural beauties of the locality, and understood 
how it might be utilized by art combined with its natural 
aspects into one of the most desirable situations for the 
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erection of residences. very possible detail of an inviting 
landscape was there-—mountain, brook, vale, copse, forest, 
eround rising from the valley up the side of the mountain, 
rock, and springing grass. 

Mr. Ifaskell mapped out in his artistic fancy the future 
of the scene, the creation of lake, winding roads, laby- 
rinthine paths, vine-clad rocks, sheltered nooks, and the 
necessary adjuncts to homes of 
taste and elegance. .e first 
bought five hundred acres and 
afterward three hundred more, 
and at once began his oper- 
ations. The result has been the 
creation of one of the most won- 
derfully complete and romantic 
vrounds, fitted exclusively for 
the residences of those who de- 
light in such scenes as there 
surround them, 

Mr. ILaskell died in 1872, but 
he lived long enough to see his 
dream fully realized in the lo- 





cation he had so beautitied by 
his artistic. taste. It is now 
filled with the happy homes of those who have profited by 
the forethought and wisdom of the founder of Llewellyn 
Park. The dwellers in this fairylike scene have miani- 
fested their gratitude to Mia. Tlaskell by placing his life- 
size bust on a granite pedestal at its entrance. 

Thomas A, Mdison, the famous inventor, has a residence 
here, and many wealthy business men of New York have 
reared their permanent homes and adorned them with all 
that wealth could procure or taste invent. 
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SAINT CLOUD AND WEST ORANGI dol 


Saint Cloud,a small hamlet situated ona high elevation of 
First Mountain, was the residence of General George B. Mce- 
Clellan for several years and at the time of his death. 
Through his exertions a handsome church edifice devoted 
to the worship of God according to the forms of the Presby- 
terian denomination was erected at this place and a con- 
eregation gathered within its walls. The general contribu- 
ted largely to the erection of this building and to the sup- 
port of the services 
of the sanctuary, 
and was one of the 
ruling elders of the 
organization. 

The population 
of West Orange is 
somewhat scat- 
tered over its 
northern part, but 
at its southern end 
there is a compact- 
ness of buildings, 
once part of Orange 
proper, but taken 





from’ that. city . 
when West Orange GEORGE B, MCLELLAN, 

Wis incorporated, 

At this southern extremity is the Mpiscopal Church of Saint 
Mark’s, whose congregation have experienced many vicissi- 
tudes in their history. Beginning with a very small member- 
ship, they have now become one of the strongest and most 
prosperous organizations of their denomination in New Jer- 
sey. ‘The Rt. Rev. William R. Whittinghain, for many years. 
Bishop of Maryland, was in his early manhood the rector 
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of Saint Mark’s, receiving a salary of four hundred dollars. 
The Williams and ILarrison families, trany of whom resided 
in this vicinity, were its liberal supporters and really its 
founders. One of the Williams family, the Rev. James A. 
Williams, D.D., for many years, from the time he was or- 
dained deacon and up to his death, was its rector. 

There are some manufacturing interests in West Orange, 
but outside of the vicinity of Saint Mark’s Church the peo- 
ple are agricultural and residential. A branch of the Kah- 
way liver rises in its northern part and runs through the 
valley between the two ranges of mountains in the township 
of Milburn, affording at one time, When water power was 
more desirable than at present, large facilities for mills. 

West Orange is divided into four wards, and in 1900, ae- 
cording to the census, had a population of 6.889. It was 
the home of Anthony Thompson, the last slave in Mssex 
County. Ue was born in Raritan, Soinerset County, in 1798, 
and was sold when an infant with his mother to Suimuel 
M. Ward, of Montelair, who freed him by his will. Le 
bought his mother’s freedom for one hundred dollars when 
he was twenty-six years old. Lle lived with the Williams 
family at Tory Corner, and died in 1884, near Magle hock. 
At nineteen years of age he united with the Presbyterian 
Church and continued his membership until his death. He 
lived and died respected and beloved. 

South Orange was identified with Newark, forming part 
of that town, its inhabitants voting with the other inhabit- 
ants of that very large township, until 1806, ,when Orange 
Ward was created, but the ground covered by that ward 
was still a part of Newark. The elections during many 
years prior to 1806 were held at different places in the 
township—one day at Orange or at some other locality out- 
side of Newark, and the other day at Newark, generally 
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at some tavern, bul in later times one day at the court 
house. 

It will probably be interesting to readers to know the 
division of Newark into these wards. At the town meet- 
ing held April 14, 1806, it was resolved that the * Township 
Committee, together with the Assessors, be authorized to 
divide the Township into three districts, for the purposes 
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of Assessment and collection, and that each person be taxed 
in the Destriet where he resides for all his taxable property 
in the Township.” On May 9, 1806, this report appears in 
the town records: 

Agreeable to the fifth Resolve passed at the last annual Town meeting, a 
meeting of the Township Committee and Assessors was held at the house of 
Samuel Munn in Orange on the ninth day of May 1806—when it was agreed 
that the following should be the division lines., Beginning at the Green Island 
in Pasaik River; and running from thence to the Boiling Spring on lands of 
Phinehas Baldwin, Dee’d and from thence to the Bridge of the Slough between 
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the houses of Jonathan Baldwin and Elihu Pierson and from thence to the Bridge 
near Silas Dodd’s, and from thence to the Bridge near Martm Richards, and 
from thence to Turkey Kavle Roek on the top of the first Mountain, which we 
agree shall be the division line between the Bloomfield Ward and the Wards of 
Newark and Orange. And also that the line between Newark Ward and 
Orange Ward shall begin at the af’d Boiling Spring; and from thence run- 
ning to Pecks Bridge on Green Meadow Brook ; and froin thence to the 
Bridge called Coleman’s Bridge, and from thence following the River called 
Elizabeth or Elizabeth River to the line of the Township of Elizabeth. Wit- 
ness our hands this minth day of May 1806. 

D. D. Crane, Thos. Baldwin, Stephen Hays, Stephen D. Day, Township Com- 
mittee. Elias A. Baldwin, John Dodd, Nathan Squier, Assessors. 
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STONE HOUSE AT SOUTH ORANGE. 


South Orange was undoubtedly settled by immigrants 
from Newark. In 1680, September 27, the town meeting 
made this resolve: ; | 

Item: Nathaniel Wheeler, Edward Riggs and Joseph Riggs have a Grant to 
take up Land upon the upper Chestnut hill by Raway River near the Stone 
House, provided they exceed not above fifty Acres a piece. 

This certainly was within the bounds of what is now 
Milburn, or near there in South Orange. <A very ancient 
stone house is still standing on the line of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad, near Maplewood, at 
which sixty years ago there was a stopping place. It seemed 
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no older then than it is now. Whether this is the edifice 
referred to in the description just quoted can not be ascer- 
tained. The existence, however, of a stone house in that 
part of the township of Newark so early as 1680, only four- 
teen years after the settlement at Newark, proves satis- 
factorily that the migrations from the parent colony had 
already reached a point distant several miles) from New- 
ark, and gives some evidence of the time when South 
Orange began to be peopled. That date can be reached in 
no other way. This old stone house in one point answers 
the description of the one mentioned. in the record of the 
town meeting of September 27, 16380. [t is situated near 
a brook, and a stream called the Stone House Brook is 
mentioned in an old description of some land in that vicin- 
ity. The names most prominent in the early settlement 
of South Orange are Ball, Brown, Baldwin, Pierson, Tillou, 
Moore, Freeman, Riges, Tichenor, and Tompkins, all New- 
ark names. 

South Orange village is a portion carved out of the town- 
ship inunediately surrounding the town, and was incor 
porated with village powers. The township in 1900 had a 
population of 1,630, and the town numbered 4,608 in the 
Same year. 

Bast Orange is only a continuation of the City of Orange, 
the two cities being so intimately connected and identified 
in their history and progress that it is difficult to separate 
them historically. Hast Orange is not a suburb of Orange; 
it is really physically a part of it. The streets of each are 
common to both, and run from the territory of one into that 
of the other with the same names, continuing their 
course in the same directions until they end. Tifty years 
ago the country of this municipality was pastoral in its 
appearance, being occupied mostly by farmers. he ground 
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was undulating, well adapted for agriculture. he dwell- 
ines were comfortable, but of ordinary architecture, and 
farmlike. In 1863 the bounds of the township as defined 
by its act of Incorporation were these: 

Beginning at a line between the town of Orange and the Township of South 
Orange, where the centre of Centre Street in said town of Orange would inter- 
sect said line, thence ina Northerly or Northeasterly direction to a point in the 
north side of Main Street in the said town of Orange where the line between the 
land of Caleb G. Harrison and Nathan W. Piersen near the corner of Baldwin 
and said Main Street would intersect the north side of said Main Street, 
thence in a North or Northwesterly direction to a larve oak tree, on 
the lands and near the residence of William Patterson, thence in a North- 
erly or Northwesterly direction to a point on the East side of Park Street in said 
town of Orange, where the angle in said street near the residence of Aaron Will- 
iams would intersect said point, thence on in the direction of the last mentioned 
line to the west side of said Park Street, thence in a Northerly or Northeasterly 
direction to a point in the centre of the bridge over the Nishayne brook, where 
the south side of Dodd Street (ov the street running from David Riker’s store 
to the Orange Cemetery) would intersect the said point; thence in a Northerly 
or north Easterly direction to a point in the centre of the North side of the 
bridge near the residence of Henry Stickney and thence to the line of the last 
mentioned line to the line between the town of Orange and the township of 
Bloomfield, thence along the line between the said town of Orange and the town- 
ship of Bloomfield to the line between the town of Orange and the City of New- 
ark, thence along the line between the said town of Orange and the said City of 
Newark to the line between the town of Orange and the township of South 


Orange, thence along the line between the said town of Orange and the said 


township of South Orange to the place of Beginning. 

The population formerly resident here is now represented, 
and the influence of these representatives is still felt) and 
felt for the right. 

lor some time after the incorporation of East Orange as 
aw township a large majority of its officers bore names which 
were unmistakably those of the first settlers in this part 
of Hssex County, such as Munn, Tarrison, Crane, Williams, 
Condit, Peck, Tledden, Ward, Doremus, and others. Lt is 
however, very doubtful whether these descendants of the 
old stock would have awakened to the beauty of situation 
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of Kast Orange, or to its desirability as a place of residence, 
had it not been for the impetus given to a new order of af- 
fairs and for the wisdom and forethought of the new ele- 
ment interjected into the town during the last years of the 


nineteenth century. That clement was progressive, wisely 





COUNTRY CLUB HOUSE: HUTTON PARK. 


so, and under their guidance an unparalleled stride in im- 
provements has been made. East Orange has become one 
of the most beautiful and best regulated municipalities in 
the State, and it may be safely said in the whole country. 
The improvements introduced have been made in the most 
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judicious manner, with no mad, impulsive rush, but with 
forethought and judgment. Streets have been laid out and 
bettered for the benefit of the public; school houses and 
churches have been erected which are ornainental to the 
city, and at the same time have served the purposes of their 
erection; pure water has been introduced and placed with- 
in the reach of all; private dwellings have been built with 
taste and with all appliances for household purposes. Some 
of these have been noble, stately structures, equalled by 
very few in the State. It is apparent that the aim in all 
these improvements for city and public purposes has been 
made by practical and sagacious men. 

Kast Orange is remarkable for the elegance of its church 
edifices, many of which are models in architecture and ap- 
pliances for the uses to which they are devoted. The city 
‘is unsurpassed in the facilities provided by the generosity 
of its people for the education of its youth and for the re- 
ligious needs of its citizens. ue 

rom a few farm houses it has stretched its mass of com- 
pact buildings, public and private, over almost the entire 
surface of the city. It is divided into five wards and has 
a population, as indicated by the census of 1900, of 21,506, 
showing an increase in ten years of nearly forty per cent, 


the people in 1890 numbering 13,282. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 
CLINTON, FRANKLIN, BELLEVILLE, VERONA, CALDWELL 
ALLIN'TON TOWNSHIP was so identified with New- 


ark until 1835 that it is difficult to write of it his- 
torically prior to its creation. All the interests of 





the smaller corporation were merged in those of 
the larger. The territory now belonging to Clinton was 
controlled and parcelled out by the town meeting of New- 
ark precisely as that of any other part of the colony, and 
the officers of Newark governed the people of Clinton pre- 
vious to 1835. 

The name Clinton was bestowed on the new township im 
honor of De Witt Clinton, the progressive governor of New 
York and the projector of the Krie Canal. But prior to the 
incorporation and for some time after that event the name 
Camptown had been appropriated by the small settlement 
made by immigrants from Newark in its early history. It 
Was easy for any who desired to go out from amone the 
first colonists in ‘Sour town on the Pesaiack ” to reach the 
beautiful rolling grounds and the fertile valleys found only 
two miles southward, 

There has been an attempt made to derive the name 
Camptown from some imaginary fact connected with the 
presence of Washington in Nssex County during the Revo- 
lution, But the attempt is not sustained by evidence. Will- 
iain Camp, one of the signers of the fundamental agreement, 
and who became prominent in the new colony, was granted 
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land now lying within the bounds of Irvington, and many 
members of his family were born in this vicinity and became 
influential in public affairs. The name undoubtedly is de- 
rived from these circumstances. But it became unsavory. 
Some wags who delighted in mischief invented jokes and, 
perhaps, somealleged facts which rendered the name odious. 
Youne bloods did visit the tavern at Camptown for a frolic 
or a.,dance, and ,mght 
have ieduleed in some 
scenes worse than frolies 
or dances; but the inhabit- 
ants of the village and 
the adjacent country were 
sober, sedate, and Chris- 
tian men and women, and 
ought not to have suffered 
from the misdeeds of oth- 
Crs, ; 
“OCamptown Navy 
Yard” was burlesqued 
and dJaughed about and 





im flouted and jeered until 
OD, oe i, : discreet men, who really 
LAC LER. knew nothing about the 
facts, began to believe that 

no locality deserving (he name really existed. Tn fact there 
Was no real navy yard, but there was a veritable manufac- 
tory where sloops and periaguas were certainly built) for 
a trade of some magnitude between New York and New- 
ark and the surrounding country. These vessels were 
manufactured at Vinegar Till, near Bound Brook, carried 
from there to that stream, and launched on its waters to 
freight wood, hay, and farm produce to New York and bring 
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from there goods in exchange. This trade has long since 
been destroyed by the water in Bound Brook becoming Loo 
shallow to float the vessels. 

The first settlers in Clinton came undoubtedly from New- 
ark, their names being Camp, Brown, Pierson, Harrison, 
Riges, Tompkins, Lyon, Roberts, and Johnson. Many of 
these first settlers were men who aided in establishing New- 
ark and actually signed the fundamental agreement. One 
of these had granted to hima lot of land lying on Elizabeth 
River, which runs through the 
township from north to south and 
in the immediate vicinity of fr 
vington. This stream fifty years 
avo Was largely utilized for water 
power. Three large ponds were 
dammed up on its course and 
quite extensive factories and mills 
established. 

The eastern end of the township 
runs into the Salt) Meadows and 





envelops 628 acres of tide marsh. 
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Bound Brook flows into the up- 
CLINTON ARMS, 


land. This stream is historical. 


-Tt forms the boundary between Newark and = EKlizabeth- 


town. Just south of its entrance into Clinton upland is 
found, where the State fair grounds are established. On 
the west of these grounds it has been proposed to gather the 
waters of the brook into a lake, which has already been 
named Weequahick. iA few houses and one or two hotels 
have gathered around the fair grounds and the title Waver- 
ley has been given to it, 

In November, 1852, the name Camptown was obliterated 
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and Irvington took its place in honor of Washington Irving, 


the accomplished American author, who has doue so much 
to raise the standard of American literature in Mneland and 
elsewhere. Irvington is now incorporated with town pow- 
ers, and is governed by trustees elected by the people. — It 
has three churches: the Reformed, Christian, and Methodist 
all well organized and flourishing. A school house of 
excellent proportions and well supplied with teachers and 








“SUNNYSIDE 7’: WASHINGTON IRVING'S HOME. 


other appliances for educational purposes was erected in 
ISTO, at a cost of fourteen thousand dollars. levineton has 
a population of 5,255 and Clinton 1,825. _ 

Mranklin and Belleville are the two northeastern town- 
ships of Mssex, and are both washed on the whole leneth of 
(heir eastern boundaries by the Passaic River. iranklin is 
situated in the extreme northeast, and is bounded north by 
assaic County, east by Passaic River, south by Belleville, 
and west by Bloomfield. The landscapes presented in this 
township are delighiful to one sailing up or down the river. 
A volling country is presented to the view, with two or 
three ranges of slightly elevated eminences. It is a resi- 
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dential locality, although at one period in its history its 
manufacturing interests were large, but those are now im a 
ereat measure abandoned from circumstances which could 


not be con- 


. 
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trolled, appar- 

ently, by the x | 
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WALI OF THE KNIGHTS, BINNENHOF, HOLLAND, 
ilies, to the oe- 


castonal forest, all delight and charin the beholder. 
The history of Franklin is so recent in date that very 
little can be said about it. Tt once, in the very early history 
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of Newark, was attached to that colony. In 1812. Bloom- 
field was separated from Newark, and then incorporated 


Within its bounds both Belleville and Tvanklin. In 1839 - 


Belleville was created, being then separated from Bloom- 
field, and included Franklin, which was taken by an act of 
the Legislature passed Itebruary 18, 1874, from Belleville, 
and made an independent township. It was then that its 
separate history began. 

There does not seem to have been an immigration from 
Newark, certainly not from the first settlers, into this part 
of the territory of that colony. But immigrants came from 
Acquackanonk and perhaps from Bergen. This supposition 
Is supported by the quaint character of imany old residences 
still standing and some of which were in existence fifty 
vears ago. They were of the character usually adopted by 
the early HloHand imimiegrants---structures of massive stone 


walls, one story, in some instances a story and a half, high, 


With a piazza or porch across the whole front of the duild- 
ing, Several of these dwellings had the date of their erec- 
tion carved into a stone tablet over the front door, One 
of these is dated 1702, another 1738, and one of these tab- 
lets, on a house which took the place of a very old edifice, 
bears the date 1788.) The presence of Dutch names borne 
by residents many years ago in the territory of Franklin 
also testifies to the truth of the assertion that this part of 
the country was settled by former citizens of Sequackanonuk 
and Bergen. Occasionally, after the time that Franklin be- 


came a township, some of these names appear in the list of 


township. officers, such as Van Winkle, Van Riper, Post, 
Garrabrant, Iierstead, and Topper. 

There are three yillages or hamlets in the’ township: 
Avondale, Nutley, and Franklin. Avondale was once called 
North Belleville, and is situated a short distance above 































“MiOOL LIAL wl Spelllion th shglaiagal mw y 
hodenupronad ast) Dee hawt apeerh tesieonginev in 
Coe L al » il dete obbiveliogl ido abitirod wie fil: 
sool8L seer bobrraqex woud) uniod atmos “nw oflivel ott mt 
to jon te 4d sod) aw soil Ahh hobwtunt fag blot 7 


Alivollol mont LTAL 2i “CUT Levees rwnubiaent i r, 
adi Mul) als naw JL” cideewos Heohwoqobai o% olaseet Uy 


| fbyod Ytodaid wary 
hacrid Avi erginial we moot oved ul woe dou ened ee 
MSY eid VIN wrtollroe deat nly, Aeon! dow hitters — Sar 
MOTT ont eiGeryi uti ail eis Hult te vio tieeg « 
Hoilinoggin #hl'T Atte rtd pay wil tory Dotids sSibssana aie 
“oro b aot dle (eet lect asounaly tari oll wd hartaqyim 
WN someaize at onny if: vbw Ve onion thy yiibawe: I ti pet ns 
4 botgeduy ‘AV ahaa See of ho very yout OBR HII ) a 


Suro be vedas Me ert bari: “alinrgintiai banklon lane hie 


bad Wied Tanis: “tio be Is Be vans bee + iin ai Ese Mee Q ‘4 
Wind oft to aus ein wT Reon de 40 Gxenig i une oi 
“ets indy to etade« ‘abt bial aynillowh seit Yo been i i 
oO stool iswat enby 1470 joldai MOIR Ke wha, howrss Huis 
soa Yo one deg auTy tailbous Orr hotufy wi omy we a 


ratify bls Vi8Y is To crap mit Aout Laid oetrond sf tne bi 
ongesud esa i: Dre to vote Coa & ott eet ohh oat merge 


anwar T to wsbyvind yevnil si sae mH, eau HK ME frien wit 
ley UR aid). ae noth ‘eset abt Yow Ped ty! nd wil ipent unl a : 
Auispcs tear PB pnd, Ve ae eddie rs Hato! el toed) Yeh pices CHOD aD 
“vel ie fares Tash d. ori “ul boty Va: HM liaenibagy wat) aeaprott fit na) 
te: seit owhy ui BET ie denier nae “yenif } Yor are ffideawot Tt ae 

SOT iy aia Y pbhar7t ai 7 ths if be TDi pineal 


“Aoqqol hart Anperdceot ah jue 


Siti 40 wagetliy Sern} ogy, Re data 


beathus 1 Bae lp banoy Z,, AM Ase bon Solin oon on | 
wrod Stunt iaedaied Be Dabuaalp al ee gate 


A Ve 






















‘eisai’ ol ni wd 


a i i oft if % 
: seach cs 





a ii 


ere ue itp ~ ve a 





AVONDALE, FRANKLIN, AND NUTLEY | 395 


Belleville and on a declivity near the river. ITere there are 
extensive quarries of red sandstone of the very best quality, 
large quantities of which have been excavated: and sent in 
many different directions. Avondale is a new locality, and 
with Nutley and Franklin is indebted for its growth to the 
Krie Railroad, which passes through the entire length of 
Mranklin, Stations have been established at each of these 
localities, affording such easy and prompt facilities of travel 
that many citizens of New York and other business centers 
have been induced to build dwellings in this section of New 
Jersey. , 

Franklin lies more to the west and 
farther north in the county, and in the 
valley of Third River, sometimes 
called Yanticaw, which at this point 
has quite a descent and was) once 
largely used for water power for mills. 
Here many years ago were the Dun- 





can woolen mills, conducted by the 
Duncan brothers, Scotchmen,—excel- 





lent, worthy citizens, who. desired to 
makeranore of; theix |enployeesihhaw! gpeedepeay sabe! Aas. 
mere workmen. They provided schools 

for their children, erected a church, and in the winter sea- 
sous they asked men. of talent and learning to come and 
lecture for their benefit. They are all now dead, their 
works are abandoned, but Franklin still thrives. 

Nutley is nearer to the Passaic River, and is a thriving 
residential locality. It owes its existence to Thomas W. 
Satterthwaite, a wealthy gentleman, who many years ago 
erected a stately residence on the banks of the river now in 
corporated within the bounds of Nutley. Tle owned many 
hundred aeres here, and he and his family divided the 
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property into building sites, and, offering inducements to 
those disposed to settle here, in this manner formed the 
nucleus fora thriving, populous town. Nutley was the name 
viven by Mr. Satterthwaite to lis country seat, and it was 
adopted by the citizens as the title to the new town thus 
reared. It has a population of over three thousand. Some 
idea may be gained of the progressive spirit and liberality of 
its citizens from the fact that a school house costing thirty 
thousand dollars has been erected in the village. 

Belleville is an old town, being in existence long before 
the township bearing its name was Incorporated. It has a 
large infusion of Ifolland stock, as is witnessed by the pres- 
ence for so Many years of a strong and flourishing Reformed 
congregation and also by the presence now and for several 
generations of so many Dutch names, such as Jerolamon, 
Schuyler, Rutgers, Spier (or Speer as it is now written), Van 
Cortlandt, Coeyvman, and Ackerman. Phe town was a bust- 
line, active community more than fifty vears ago, and it 
has retained those characteristics to the present. Docks 
were built on the river and craft of quite large draft were 
coming and going, passing to and fro up and down the 
stream, carrying the manufactured products of the mills 
and factories in the town and in the surrounding country 
to market and goods of different kinds for home consump- 
lion. But the steam whistle of the locomotive was heard, 
the river trade gradually died out, and the freight) was 
brought in and carricd away by the railroad. The town, 
however, has steadily inereased and is still increasing. The 
population of the whole township in TS90 was 3,487; in 1900 
it had grown to 5,907, an increase of forty and more per 
cent. Phe people outside of the town number very few, and 
this increase is due almost entirely to the town. A pecul- 
larity not often found in a locality where the increase in 
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population is due to immigration more than to natural 
causesexists here in the permanence of the inhabitants. The 
people, especially the representatives of the old element, 
rarely change. ‘The town is mostly situated between the 
river, and quite an extensive range of eminences lying west- 
ward and running north and south nearly parallel with the 
stream. The houses were chiefly confined a few years ago 
to one single street, running alone the west bank of the 
river and not far from it, spreading north and south for 
more than a 
mile. But now 
tihjey (tha ve 
¢clinbed the 
cininences and 
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soMobes 
he 


nearly covered 
j their heights. 
: A very large 
part of. the 
population of 
Belleville is 

PY We ee HELL emg ae ech) in 
a Ae. ae Sq manufac: 





AN OLD FARM HOUSE. t ur i I S: The 
ILendricks 
copper works are situated near the west side of the town 
on Second River. These works are very extensive, have 
been established for more than seventy-five years, and are 
still in successful operation. John Kastwood and others 
are engaged in large manufactures in the town. lor a cen- 
tury and more an important industry in Belleville has been 
connected with the quarries of red sandstone. This has 
been extensively and profitably followed. 
The Reformed Church at Belleville is one of the oldest 
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in the State. It was organized certainly prior to 1725, as 
is proved by the fact that in the records of the church in 
that year it is recorded that measures are being taken to 
secure the building of a “ new church” for worship. Irom 
that date until now this organization has been in operation 
with unvarying success. About fifty years ago the church 
was rebuilt, and in this substantial stone building the con- 
eregation gathers from tine to time. A commodious par- 
sonage has also been erected. These two buildings are 
situated on the main street in the center of the town, and 
wid much by their presence to the beauty of the locality. 
The Rey. 'T. De Witt Talmadge was at one time a pastor of 
this church. There are three other churches at Belleville: 
a Methodist, an Episcopalian, and a Roman Catholic. 
Belleville is situated on the Second River, and in its early 
history was called after the name of that stream. Its pres- 
ent title is truly descriptive of the town and its situation. 
Nestled in the valley of Peckman’s Liver, between the 
irst and Second Mountains, lies the township of Verona, 
(he last municipality created in Essex. Lt was taken from 
Caldwell in 1892 and made an independent township. Its 
population in 1900 was 2,137. It has two villages within 
its borders: Verona and Cedar Grove. in the vicinity of 
Verona village during the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
(uries there were several families of the Condit stock, who 
were mostly agricullurists. Some of the race still remain 
here. Jonathan Condit, a captain in the Revolutionary 
Army, resided here oma farm at the breaking out of the war. 
Neav him were other families of the same hame, all of whom 
were influential members of the community. A small in- 
fusion of Dutch blood found its way here about a hundred 
years ago, the most prominent name being that of Jacobus. 
Verona village was until a few years ago a quiet hamlet 
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of a few dwellings, inhabited by a staid and steady popula- 
tion, mostly farmers. A large factory for brushes of all 
varieties, conducted by a member of the Jacobus family, 
gave some life to the place. Some enterprising citizens of 
other localities awoke to the desivability of the village for 
residences, and a few built dwellings here, among whom 
may be mentioned the Hon. John L. Johnson, formerly a 
judge of the Court of Cominon Pleas of Mssex and now a 
prominent lawyer with his office in Newark. Others have 
followed his example and have become permanent residents 
of this community. 

Cedar Grove is a small hamlet in the northern part of the 
township. Peckman’s River, a tributary of the Passaic, 
eclmptying its waters into that river at Little Malls, runs 
through the entire length of the township and: forms the 
valley. At the southern end of the township this stream 
has formed a lake covering many acres. In the beginning 
of the nineteenth century this sheet of water, called Verona 
Lake, was utilized for milling purposes, and was much re- 
sorted to by the farmers of the vicinity. But now it is a place 
of resort for pleasure seekers, who find there every appli- 
ance for their delight and recreation. The water is of pure 
spring origin, unpolluted as are so many of the streams of 
the State for sewage purposes. It lies sheltered by the sur- 
rounding hills from storm and destructive winds, so that 
tourists who seek its quiet waters are safe. It is nearly 
a mile in length, and every drop of its pellucid waves comes 
from mountain springs issuing from the eminences which 
surround it and seem to be the guardians of the spot. The 
park and lake are under the most excellent management, 
while every possible appliance is furnished for the pleas- 
ure of those who come there for rest. The most fastidious 
imay be assured that nothing will be found to offend or 
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molest. It is under the charge of an association of gentle- 
men, residents of the village and its vicinity, who, (hem- 
selves fully alive to the importance of the preservation of 
good morals and purity in the community, have adopted 
such rules for the regulation of the conduct of visitors and 
for the preservation of the quiet of the place that no offence 
can possibly be given to any one. The lake is easily reached 
by trolley cars from all parts of the adjoining country. Art 
has aided nature and, combining the natural scenery of the 
lake and its surroundings with other environments, has 
made this beautiful sheet of water most desirable. It is 
fitted up with boat houses, a Jawn decorated with shrub- 
bery, tables for picnics, and settees for the weary. Con- 
venient boats, safely arranged so as to prevent accident, 
are always at command. lor Sunday schools and other 
like associations this is a most desirable resort. The names 
of its managers, David Ll. and John W. Slayback, Charles 
A. Williams, and Anson A. Voorhees, are guarantees that 
every promise made will be faithfully performed. 

There ave three churches at Verona: a Presbyterian, Con- 
vregational, and Methodist. 

Caldwell is the largest township in the county, and in 
some respects it is one of the most interesting. Lt was the 
gateway for immigration from Mssex into Morris County 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century. An adven- 
(urous man climbed to the top of Second Mountain, looked 
down upon the scene spread out before his feet, and took 
in some of its beauty. But the men of his time were more 
realistic and utilitarian in thei views than those of this 
ave, and this particular adventurer partook of the char- 
acteristics of his time. Ile returned to Newark, informed 
the town meeting of what he had seen, and advised that 
an instant purchase should be made of the land. This was, 
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so near as can be ascertained, about the year 1700. The 
purchase was made, and into Ilorseneck, as the locality 
was at first called from its fancied resemblance to a horse’s 
arched neck, flowed, slowly at first, but in larger volume 
afterward, an immigration which later appropriated the 
whole valley. Soon it was intimated that iron was to be 
found over the river beyond its western banks, and before 
the first quarter of the eighteenth century Morris County 
began to be peopled by hardy settlers from Kssex. Prior to 
this time, in 1679, an Indian deed was made to some Hol- 
landers of land, a portion of which by its description was 
clearly within the bounds of the present township of Cald- 
well: 


Lying west and north of a straight line drawn from the mouth of Pine Brook 
alittle to the north of Cedar Grove extending to the village of Acquackanonk. 

This includes only a small portion of the northern ex- 
tremity of Caldwell. The deed was signed by Captahem, 
Whose name often appears in deeds of that time, and was 
confirmed by the lords proprietors. Within its bounds is 
now to be found the hamlet of lairtield, where is an old 
established Reformed Church. Several Dutch families set- 
tled at this locality soon after the making of this deed, and 
quite a large nuinber of the descendants of these Llollanders 
are to-day to be found among the residents of Caldwell. 

In 1699 two citizens of Newark were appointed a com-_ 


mittee by the town meeting to negotiate the purchase of 


the “tract lying westward of our bounds to the Passaic 
River.” The purchase, however, was not then made. In 
1701, June 10, Sir Thomas Lane and others, representing 
the West Jersey Society, obtained letters patent for “land 
lving at Horseneck.” ILlow definite was the description 
of the land intended to be granted by these letters patent is 
not known, but as indefinite as that just given may be 
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it is evident that it refers to land west of First Mountain 
and extending to the river. Nothing, however, seenis to 
have come out of this conveyance, aud it also appears by 
subsequent events that all parties acquiesced in the title 
acquired by Newark except the proprietors. 

In 1702 the lords proprietors surrendered the right of 
sovereignty over New Jersey, secured to them by the orig- 
inal grant to Berkeley and Carteret by the Duke of York, 

but retained the title to the land. The independent colo- 
nists of Newark frequently disregarded the claim set up by 
the proprietors to the exclusive control over the land within 
the Province, who insisted that any Indian titles acquired 
by any purchase should be confirmed by thein. ‘The set- 
tlers in Newark claimed that the Indians were the sole own- 
ers of the country. Accordingly in 1702, setting at naught 
the proprietors, they bought from the Indiaus this land 
“westward ov northward of Newark within the compass 
of the Passaick river and so southward unto Minisink path, 
viz: all lands as yet unpurchased of the heathen.” 

The deed was executed by several chiefs of the tribes resi- 
dent within New Jersey, was dated March, 1701-02, and was 
afterward, on the 14th day of March, 1741-42, confirmed by 
some Indians calling themselves kings, and others as chiefs, 
of the tribes, heirs and successors of the grantors of the deed 
executed in 1702.) The proprietors claimed that the settlers 
should pay them for the lands they occupied. This was 
sturdily disputed and the demand denied except by one in- 
dividual. This led the proprietors to take legal measures to 
secure what they considered were their just dues and lawful 
rights. Defendants in these suits were committed to prison 
and the jails were stormed by the citizens headed by some 
of the inmost respectable inhabitants. In the end the pro- 
prietors were successful. Many purchasers who had. paid 
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for their property were dispossessed, several were reduced 
lo poverty, and great distress and loss were sustained, The 
controversy lasted several years, and was fought with great 
pertinacity by both parties. This statement of facts does not 
apply alone to Caldwell, but to other parts of the county. 

wldwell Pownship is situated in the northwestern part 
of Nssex, and is bounded north and west by the Passaic 
River, which separates if from Passaic and Morris, east by 
Verona and West Orange, and south by Livingston Town- 
Ship. It contains 18,19f acres, of which about | 7,000 
are still forest. The whole western portion bordering on 
the river is enveloped by swanrpy land. That in the north- 
west of the township, at the loop of the river as it turns to 
flow towards Little Falls, is called the Great Piece; the oth- 
ers are known as Little Piece and Tatfield Meadows. These 
meadows cover many hundred acres. They are useful, 
however, to their owners, and are being gradually drained. 
They are sometimes entirely submerged by the overtlow of 
the river, but they rarely fail to render to their owners some 
remuneration in their crops of hay and in the pasturage 
they furnish for cattle. Some timber is grown upon them 
and of good quality. The flow of the river at this point is 
exceedingly slugeish, the descent in some instances being 
only one ineh to the mile. 

The township was incorporated on the 16th of February, 
IOS, and the following bounds detined : 


Beginning at Cook’s bridge on Passaic River then running down the old Canoe 
brook road along the Springfield line until it come to where said line turns off to 
Keen’s Mills, from thence on a straight line to within five chains to the west of 
Joel Condit’s quarry on the Springfield road near the top of Second Mountain, 
thence north fifteen degrees east twenty chains along said mountain, thence on a 
straight line to the top of First Mountain to where a certain road laid out along 
the line of lands of Stephen Crane, deceased, intersects the top of said mountain, 


thence along the same until it comes to the Paterson line, thence along the said 
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line to the Passaick River, thence up the middle of the strexm to the place of 
Beginning. 


This territory since the formation of the township has 


been depleted by the creation of other municipalities. The 


township was named in honor of the Rev. James Caldwell, 
the “fighting parson” of the Revolutionary Army. ‘Two 
boroughs, Caldwell and North Caldwell, have been carved 
from the township, both of small extent. The population 
of the township proper in 1900 was 1,619, of Caldwell bor- 
ough 1,367, and North Caldwell 297. 

The village of Caldwell is beautiful for situation. It has 
three churches: a Presbyterian, a Baptist, and a Methodist. 
There are four hamlets in the township: airfield, Clinton, 
Franklin, and Westville, of which Fairfield is the oldest. 
The Reformed Chureh at Fairfield was organized nearly one 
hundred and fifty years ago, and has aided many strugeling 
churches of the same denomination in its vicinity. It was, 
of course, supported by the Holland immigrants who early 
in the eighteenth century made thei way across the Pas- 
-saie into Caldwell. 
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CHAPTER XXX 


ESSEX COUN'TY—-CONCLUDED 


[ere BE IVINGSTON TOWNSHIP has no ) pec uliarly striking 
history. It was a part of Newark until 1797, when 






it was separated from that town. Its population 
has been and is now almost entirely devoted to 
agriculture, There are, however, a few hat factories of 
limited faciities situated on the river. The permanency 
of the inhabitants is quite remarkable. They generally live 
on, generation after generation, in the same locality, fre- 
quently in the same house. A sinele case is perhaps one of 
many. IT. Rowland Teed, a lad of fourteen years of age, 
was born in the same house in which his great-great-grand- 
father was born, and in which every successive veneration 
down to this youth was also born, many of them in the 
sane room. The Teed family for nany decades have been 
prominent and influential in public affairs, many of them 
filling township offices, several acting as county officials, 
and some as members of the Legislature, 

The township is bounded on the north by Cauldwell, on 
the east by West Orange and Milburn, on the south by 
Milburn and the Passaic, and on the west by the Passaic. 
The low grounds which envelop so large a part of Caldwell 
pass over into the territory of Livingston on the bank of the 
river, iat 

The names which have always been prominent in the his- 
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tory of this township denote quite conclusively their origin. 
The most of them came from Newark and settled in the 
fertile fields of this municipality. They are Ward, Tomp- 
kins, Harrison, Williams, Dodd, Condit, Teed, Moree, and 
others. A few inthuential names can not be traced to the 
parent colony. Some undoubtedly came from Elizabeth- 
town. , 
There are five villages and hamlets in the township: Liv- 
ineston, West Livineston, Northfield, Squiertown, and Rose- 
land, formerly called Centerville. Of these Roseland is the 
lareest and 
most  prosper- 
ous. Tt is near 
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Roseland has 
two churches: 


A COUNTRY TLOME., 


Paes by te- 
rian and Methodist. West Livingston also has a Methodist 
Church, and there are two Baptist Churches, one at North- 
field and one at Livineston. : 

Livingston was named im honor of William Livingston, 
vovernor of New Jersey during the Revolution. Lt has 
“ALIAS acres, of which about 5,000 are still forest land. Its 
population in 1900 was 1412. 

Milburn is situated in the southern part of the county on 
the line of Union. Tt formed at one time part of Spring- 
field when that township was united with Hssex County, 
but when Union was created Milburn was separated from 
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Springfield and remained united to Mssex. This was in 
Isd2. It is bounded north by Livingston and West Orange, 
east by Springfield and South Orange, south by Union Coun- 
ty, and west by the Passaic River, which separates it from 
Morris County. It is much broken by different ranges of 
hills—the White Oak Ridge in its central part, a higher 
elevation in its northern part near Livingston, and Short 
Ilills in its southern portion. On 
the Passaic there are some lowlands, 
and toward Springfield there is quite 
an extent of level plain. The Passaic 
River washes its western side, Canoe 
Brook comes into the township from 
Livingston, and the east branch of 
the Rahway River rises in West 
Orange and flows through Milburn 
into Springfield. 

Sixty-five years ago Milburn vil- 
lage was a mere hamlet, and was 
known by various names, such as 
Rum Brook, Riverhead,» Vauxhall, 
cand Croton. There was an attenipet 
made at one time to call it Millville, 





but when it was mcorporatcd and a 
postoftice established there the name a COoLonraL CHATELAINE. 
wis delinilely settled as Milburn, 

and very appropriately, as i was situated on a stream fully 
entitled to that name for its facility in affording mill sites. 
[It became at one time a large manufacturing center, de- 
voted particularly to papermills and hat factories. Shortly 
after the Revolution Samuel Campbell, a Scotchman, estab- 
lished a papermill a short distance above the village of 
Milburn on the Rahway River, which continued to be oper- 
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ated by him and, after his death, by his son John. Tt has 
been claimed that this was the first papermill of its kind 
in the United States. Several other papermills have been 
established since that time below the Campbell plant. Hat 
factories of various kinds were scattered along the Rah- 
way River. Tifty years and more ago Israel D. Condit, 
who lived at Milburn, when it was just emerging from its 
hamlet state, until his death a few years ago, at the age of 
ninety-two, was largely engaged in the hat manufacture at 
Milburn. He was a public benefactor in his day and fore- 

* most in all efforts to 
aid the community 
In which he lived. 
Ife largely assisted 
in the erection of the 
episcopal Church at 


prominent in the es- 
tablishment of a 
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A COUNTRY TAVERN. Phere are three 


villages and ham- 


lets in Milburn Township: Milburn, Short Hills, and Wryo- 
mine. The village of Milburn extends on both sides of the 
Rahway River from the railroad to Springtield. It has two 
churches, an Hpiseopalian and a Baptist. he manufac- 
turing interests of this locality have almost wholly disap- 
peared. ‘It is still a village of enterprise and progress. 

Wyoming is a thriving hamlet with large possibilities. 
It is of very recent date, and is fed by immiugrations from 
the cities of families of moderate means who have sought 
country homes. 


Milburn and was 
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Short Hills is a very remarkable locality, entirely resi- 
dential in its character. It is the result of the fertile brain 
of Stewart Hartshorne, the proprietor of the famous Harts- 
horne rollers. Ile appreciated the location of the broken 
terraces, the ending of the First Mountain, and determined 
to utilize the land for the formation of a most unique set- 
tlement. It was to consist entirely of residences—no 
stores, nor factories, nor any erection of any kind were to 
be permitted to mar the svmmetry of his plan. Ile accord- 
ingly purchased a plot of several hundred acres, adinirably 
located for his pur- 
pose, in one mass, of 
the proportions ex- 
actly needed to ac- 
complish his plan. 
This was plotted 
and laid out’ im 
building sites. "Pen- 
ants and purchasers 
were invited to set- 
tle there. Their 
wishes as to the 
kind of erection they 





AN OLD HOUSE. 


“desired were respected and the quantity of land needed 
was sold or vented on the most advantageous terms, but 
scrutiny of an exhaustive character was used in the selee- 
tion of proposing residents. The consequence of the sys- 
tem rigidly carried out by Mr. Ilurtshorne has been the 
gathering together in this beautiful spot of the completest 
and most elegant residences ever brought into one locality 
of sueh an extent, and the grouping of inhabitants rarely, 
if ever, found ina village of this kind. Itis an ideal project, 
never before so fully accomplished nor carricd out to such a 


Whilgouk gue odni yi bguond Ty west bieon horyoks i ia 
thrton aimetidwdat Yo Rakwoty olt bane toot stn ak: 0 













‘izos ylosites ehibinok ofdititingy cre i a ot : | 
ainud sliit sit Yo Heer od} ah 47 “toni & 
‘#110 H egoornt od} Io tototgqony dt oneal 
fedtond wild Yo aolimsol ot’ hotaioonpgn oth Abii ofh 
bedionaieh bas aimeuell wait ait if) ert son id ” 
198 oupinnt deca un Yo ot iorToe? if) 401 Hal oift'9) i iy | 
Of-~aounMbiasdt Yo. ylortie mine ot enw + “is 
OF a9 baid yin to ofeere vin TO BrrodoRy “Oe 
dyi0°%8 S11 .aeky abd TO Coon only ‘LHI Ot! bet 
tdathwihs ome bothernat Inve vou to tole a horedon 


“iq. ela att 
Vo pane Oita ff 
“ae hata oy 


i: f 
} x . 





ite Boys An vi 
ie ein 
hia 
















ation tO KA >) vy oy ial nl of? a 
cia ' Toh yn al 
Debeont tyasagl we etna pp ee ina batvoqnet STOW , 
ih euiyot woos eh Mont oly ho beh erorr. 0 bow 


x 
196 SU i Domi, Bie or tags rit mer entice wt hth 


“ayn OY Jo ooo poetOy od} el motihey “ition pony Yo 6 
| 4 


TH dood: and: Stmontahl) alt 4d Ho borers. digit a } 
evnitoles anor ot Voy (uq4 Lulipamod eit i tod dapat ‘aah i: R 


lyjoug isobianel th fetid aid. to ogatliv a Hi beam ot vy om ¥ 
it ‘aks i of jue bok ‘eh 10st  beleitqmoron Hut ad od 4 f ‘i 


pr Te Pot | 
, (ae t ae 
7 ae 


412 TIT PASSAIC VALLEY 


silisfactory result, Tomes so commodious, with every ap- 
pliance for all demands for securing health and obtaining 
ease, So clegant in their architecture, so practically orna- 
mental, can not be found clsewhere. No community with 
higher, better characteristics was ever gathered together 
in the same locality. Several similar attempts have 
been made in this country, but they have proved unsuccess- 
ful. Itis due to the good judement of its founder that this 
has been so eminently successful. 

Short Hills is historically connected with the Revolution. 
It was near here that the battle of Springfield was fought. 
The results of that conflict were far reaching in their in- 
fluence in the future of the strugeling colonists. It was 
during a memorable crisis of the war, when all hearts were 
filled with sad forebodings. Washington and his famished, 
rageed army were chneamped at Morristown, and a powder 
mill was established there. Tt was of the utinost: impor- 
tance to the British, if possible, to secure the capture of the 
one and the destruction. of the other, Several attempts 
had been made by the enemy to secure both of these objects, 
but they had signally failed. A full force was sent out 
from New York under the conunand of experienced veteran 
officers with high hopes of success. , : 

Alarm was given by beacon and signal cannon frony an 
eminence to the west of the present village of Short Thills. 
The minutemen swarmed to the rescue from their homes. 
General Maxwell, a Jerseyman, was in the command of 
the regular troops, the invaders were driven back with loss, 
and the attempt was never renewed. | Brutal outrage and 
unnecessary devastation marked every step of the advance 
of the British; farm houses were burned, farms pillaged, 
women imsulted, and a scene of outrage spreading all alone 


their course. Mars. Caldwell, (he wife of the Rev. James 
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Caldwell, then quartermaster as well as chaphun in the 
patriot army, was shot while standing at an upper win- 
dow with an infant in her arms. The Presbyterian Church 
at Springtield was destroyed. 

It was at this battle that occurred the incident, sv often 
related, of how Caldwell, when the soldiers ran short of wad- 
ding, rushed into the church, came out with his avms full of 
the old-fashioned hymn books, then in universal use in the 
Presbyterian Churches, and, distributing the leaves among 
the troops, cried out: Give ’em Watts, boys!” 

Orange can not, properly, be claimed to be within the 
bounds of the Passaic Valley, but it is too important a local- 
ity not to receive some mention. Like all the rest of Essex 
County it formed in the carly history of the colony a part 
of Newark, and was settled by innnigrants from that town. 
The exact time when these first settlers came there can not 
be definitely determined, but it may be readily approxi- 
mated by the time of the formation of the * Mountain So- 
ciety.” 

The first care of these conscientious Puritans, after secur 
ing a resting place for their families, was to rear the church 
and by its side the school house, wherever they went. 
If the date of the establishinent of the church can be aseer- 
tained it is entirely safe to record the beginning of the set- 
tlement. But undoubtedly the immigration ito Orange 
Was a gradual one, not involying at first any great wumber 
of settlers. The restless activities of the Anglo-Saxons im- 
pelled them to migrations from place to place. New fields 
invited, more fertile land encouraged, and fairer skies beck- 
oned them on from their residences. Adventurous souls 
were found among these men from Connecticut. So they 
left, perhaps, comfortable homes and braved the untried 
dangers of an unbroken wilderness. The young men who 
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had assumed the responsibilities of wife and = children 
sought a lodgment where there was a broader field for their 
families, where more acres could be granted, to be divided 
among the sons and daughters to be born to them; and so 
they went out into the broad, beautiful Valley of Orange, 
and with characteristic energy and industry they reared 
their humble homes and cleared the land and prepared for 
the future. The Wards, the Piersons, the Ilarrisons, the 
Williamses, and the Condits came and spread themselves all 
through this portion of the country and honestly bought 
from the aborigines. | 

The Mountain Society was established probably about 
L719. In that year a deed for twenty acres was made by 
Thomas Gardner to Samuel I'reecman, Samuel Picrson, 
Matthew Williams, and Samuel Wheeler, and the Society 
at the Mountain was associated with them. A meeting house 
was erected by the settlers at the mountain, and a separate 
and distinct community was gathered together. In 17Q2 the 
proprietors surrendered the right of government to Queen 
Anne, but reserved the title to all land within the Proy- 
ince, and the crown disclaimed ‘ all right to the province of 
New Jersey other than the government and owns the soil 
and quit-rents, &¢., to belong to the general proprie- 
tors.” A few years later the proprietors made demands on 
these settlers for payment for the lands they held, with the 
results described elsewhere. 

This Mountain Sociely was composed of one hundred and 
one persons from Newark, and around their dwellings and 
the church they erected grew a larger settlement where 
clustered the high hopes of the founders. The church was 
their tabernacle in the wilderness. It is represented to-day 
by the First Presbyterian Church of Orange, the parent of 
the many religious organizations of the Presbyterian de- 
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nomination of Christians in and around Orange. The old 
deed made by Thomas Gardner is preserved with pious 
‘are among the archives of the parent church. 

Orange was one of the three original wards into which 
Newark was divided, as has already been mentioned, and 
once contained a much larger extent of country than is now 
within its borders. Wast, West, and South Orange have 
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been taken from it. It was created an independent town- 
Ship on the 27th of November, 1806. This is the descrip- 
tion of the territory included within the bounds of the new 
township as established by the act: 


Beginning at a spring called the Boiling Spring, on the land of Stephen D. Day, 
running thence in a straight line southwardly to the bridge in the highway near 
David Peck’s; thence running southwardly in a straight line to a bridge in the 
highway near Sayres Roberts in Camptown; thence southwardly in a straight 
line to Elizabeth township in the line of Springfield township; thence along the 
line of the same to Caldwell township; thence along the line of said township to 
a point in the first mountain, called Stephen Crane’s notch; thence Southwardly 
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to Turkey Kagle rock; thence Eastwardly toa bridge onthe highway near Phineas 
Crane’s; thence Kastwardly toa bridge on the highway between the house of 
Silas Dod and Nathaniel Dod; thence in a straight line to the Boiling Spring, the 
place of Beginning. 


Different localities within the bounds of this territory 
were called at first by the names of the families who were 
resident there. ‘Thus the vicinity of Saint Mark’s Church 
was called Williamstown, afterward Tory Corner. Part of 
the eastern side of Hast Orange was known as Pecktown. A 
settlement between Hast Orange and Bloomfield received 
the naine of Dodtown. The Freemans gave the title of 
Ireemantown to South Orange. 

The name Orange is traced to a joke. At a meeting’ of 
the people it was sugeested that the locality should be 
hamed Orangedale. The suggestion, though made as a 
jest, was accepted, but for several years the word Orange 
Was coupled with another until at last the matter was set- 
(led in the act of incorporation, which styled the towuship 
by its present name. It is now a cily, being incorporated 
wus such on the dd of April, 1872, by the name of the City of 
Orange. 

Its surface is almost one unbroken level plain, inter- 
sected by some sinall rivulets, but by no important stream. 

Sixty years ago it was a long, straggling town of about 
five hundred inhabitants, its dwellings mostly small and in- 
significant in their architecture, the abodes of sturdy, in- 
dependent people, who spoke and thought for Chemselves, 
consclentious im their dives, tenacious of their rights, and 
religious in their modes of action. The village then extended 
nearly from the western boundary of Newark westward for 
about three miles. The inhabitants were an industrious, fru- 
val race, a large majority of them being small shoemakers, 
who had learned that trade and manufactured boots and 
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shoes in a small way for the larger manufacturers of New- 
ark. This mode, however, ceased long since, and (he atten- 
tion of the citizens of Orange has been turned in other di- 
rections. The manufacture of hats has been a very impor- 
tant industry in this thriving city. 

The whole character of the town has been practically 
changed during the last half century. A new element has 
made its way into this region. While it has ina very ereat 
measure dominated by the sheer force of its push and en- 
terprise the public affairs of the community it has not an- 
tagonized the representatives of the old settlers, who have 
been properly recognized. 

Orange is a progressive town. The new comers have in- 
terjected a spirit of enterprise and awakened the staid 
representatives of the old clement of population into an ap- 
preciation of the possibilities of the locality. Mlegant 
churches, school houses, a public library, and a music hall 
now adorn the streets. It had a population in 1900: of 
21,741. 
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TI COUNTY OF HUDSON 


re UDSON COUNTY lies directly south of Bergen, 





Which forms its northerly boundary, The Passaic 
River and Newark Bay separate it from Issex and 
Union on the west, while its southern point lies 
opposite Staten Island and is washed by the waters of New 
York harbor, It is the most populous county in the State, 
having about three hundred and cighty-six thousand inhab- 
itants. It contains the townships of ILarrison, North Bergen, 
Weehawken, and Guttenberg, the towns of West Hoboken, 
Union, Itearney, West New York, and Kast Newark, the 
borough of Secaucus, and the cities of Jersey City, Hoboken, 
and Bayonne. 

The first municipality within the limits of New Jersey 
was erected by order of Director-General Stuyvesant and 
his council on September 5, 1661, and christened “* The Vil- 


> rests 


lave of Bergen.” The origin of the name ‘ Bergen ’ 
In some doubt. Some writers coufidently claim it to Lave 
been derived from * Bergen,” the capital of Norway, while 
others as confidently assert it to have been derived from 
Bergen op Zoom, an important town on the River Scheldt, 
in Ilolland. The evidence, however, seems to favor those 
Who claim the name to have been derived from the Holland 
town. 


During the seven years following the christening new set- 
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tlers rapidly purchased and located on lands outside of the 
“Village” limits. These, with a view to more effectually 
protecting themselves from the savages, asked that they 
might be annexed to the main settlement. -Accordingly, 
on April 7, 1668, Governor Philip Carteret and his couned, 
of Kast New Jersey, granted to the settlers of Dergen (then 
comprising some forty families) a charter under the cor- 
porate name of “The Towne and Corporation of Bergen.” 
This new “Towne ” comprised the present County of Tlud- 
son as far west as the 
Hackensack River. 
The line on the north, 
as described in the 
charter, started “at 
Mordavis meadow, Ly- 
ing upon the west side 
of ILudsomws River; 
from thence to .run 
upon a N. W. lyne by 
a Three rail fence that 
is now standing to a 
place called lespatin 
[The Dill} and from 
thence to a little creek 
| Bellman’s Creek] sur- 
rounding N,N. W. till 
it comes unto the river Hackensack [Indian name for ‘ Low- 





CHUARLES I. 


land ’?], containing in breadth, from the top of the Ilill, 1$ 
miles or 120 chains.” During the next sixteen years new 
settlements sprang up north of Bergen, but in matters of 
government these were termed “ out lands ” or “ precincts,” 
without any corporate power whatever, and subject to the 
jurisdiction of the authorities of the ‘‘ Towne.” 
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As population increased courts became necessary; and 
as all the colonial officials were englishmen, and many Inne- 
lish immigrants had settled in the colony, it was natural 
that they should desire the adoption of the English system 
of county government. On the Tth of March, 1682, the 
provincial Legislature passed, and Deputy Governor Rud- 
yard approved, an act under which New Jersey was divided 
into four counties: Bergen, I’ssex, Middlesex, and Mon- 
inouth, Bergen County, as then defined, contained * all the 
settlements between TLudson’s River and the Iackensack 
River, beginning at Constable’s Hook and so to extend to 
the uppermost bounds of the Province, northward between 
the said rivers with the seat of eovernment at the town of 
Bergen.” Hssex County comprised * all the settlements be- 
tween the west side of the Hackensack River and the part- 
ing line between Woodbridge and Klizabethtown, and north- 
ward to the utmost bounds of the Provinee.” By this di- 
Vision the greater part of the present County of Bergen as 
wellas a part of Hfudson fell within the limits of Iossex. 

On the 2d of January, 1709-10, an act was passed and ap- 
proved directing a redivision. By the terms of this act the 
boundaries of Bergen County were fixed as follows: 

Beginning at Constable’s Hook, so up along the bay to Hudson’s River, to the 
partition point between New Jersey and the Province of New York; thence 
along the line and the line between East and West New Jersey to the Pequan- 


nock and Passaic Rivers; thence down the Pequannock and Passaic Rivers to the 


sound; and so following the sound to Constable’s Hook where it begins. 


In the northwestern part of the county, as above de- 
scribed, was included the County of Passaic, and on the 22d 
of February, ISf0, all that part of it lying south of the 
original north bounds of the * Town and Corporation of Ber- 
gen,” together with a considerable area of territory west of 
the Hackensack River known as New Barbadoes Neck, were, 
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by legislative enactment, erected into the County of Hudson. 
A part of this was annexed to Bergen County in 1852, leav- 
ine the boundaries of Bergen and ILudson Counties as they 
are to-day. 

The first division of the counties of the State into town- 


ships was made pursuant to two acts of the colonial assein- 





BERGEN AND BUYTEN TUYN IN) 1660, 


bly, one approved im Seplember, (692, and the other in Octo- 
ber 1693. The reasons for this division were set forthe in 
the preamble to the second of the above mentioned acts, as 
follows: 


Wurreas several things is to be done by the inhabitants of towns, himlets 
tribes, or divisions within each county, as chusing of deputies, constables &e., tax- 
ing and collecting of several rates for publick uses and the making orders 
wnongst themselves respectively about swine, fences We. 


WuereAS, a great many settlements are not reckoned within any such town 
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or division, nor the bounds of the reputed towns ascertained, by means thereof 
the respective constables know not their districts, and many other inconveniences 
arising from them, and forasmuch as the act made in Sept 1692, for dividing 
the several counties and townships, the time for the returns of the said divisions, 
being too short and the method of dividing by county meetings meonvenient. 


Therefore be it enacted, ete. 

Under these acts Bergen County (then including the pres- 
ent Counties of Bergen and Tud- 
son) was divided into three town- 





ships: TTackensack, New Barba- 





Of these 
Ilackensack comprised ‘all 


does, and Bergen. 


the land betwixt the Hacken- 
sack River and = Ifudson’s 
Niver, that extends from the 
corporation town bounds of 
WOREKEM IN LZ TO: Bergen to the partition line 

of the Province.” New Bar- 

badoes comprised “ all the land on Passaic River, above the 
third river, and from the mouth of the said third river north- 
west to the partition line of the Province, including also all 
the land in New Barbadoes neck, betwixt Wackensack and 
Passaic rivers, and thence to the partition line of the Proy- 
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ince.” Bergen comprised that part of Hudson County now 
Ivinge east of the Hackensack River. | 

Out of Bergen Township were carved Jersey City, January 
28, 1820; Van Vorst Township, March 11, 1841; North Ber- 
gen Township, February 10, 18£3; Hudson Pownship, March 
4, 1852; Bavonne Township, February 16, 1861; Union Town- 
ship, Mebruary 28, 1861; the Town of West Hoboken, Febru- 
ary 28, 18613 and Greenville Township, March {8, 1863. tar- 
rison ‘Township 
was taken from 
Lodi, Bergen 
County, lebru- 
aw 22 ie LO, 
and out of 
North Bereen 
were created 
[loboken Town- 
ship, Miaath 1, 
iStl, and— the 
(itv of  Tlobo- 
ken, Marele 28, 
Loo aki ee 
hawken own- 





HAMILTON-BURR DUELLING GROUND: WEEILAWKEN. 


ship, famous as 
a duelline eround in times gone by, was organized from 
Hoboken, Mareh 15, 2859; the Town of Union was created 
from Union, March 29, ISG4; Kearney was formed from Jfar- 
vison, March 14, 1867, and made a * town” March 23, 1898; 
and the City of Bayonne was incorporated March 10, TSoo. 
Guttenberg Township was formed from Union, April 1, 1&7, 
and on Mareh 21, 2898, the remainder of Union was ab- 
sorbed by the Township of West New York. The Town of 
fast Newark was created in 1898, and the Borough of 
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Secaucus was organized from North Bergen, March 12, 1900. 
Van Vorst and Greenville have both been absorbed by other 
municipalities, though the latter locality retains its name. 

The county is watered chiefly by the Hackensack River, 
Which flows along the northwestern border of North Ber- 
een Township and thence southward into Newark Bay. 
Along this river are extensive meadows, which, between 
Jersey City and Newark, have been partially improved and 
utilized for manufacturing, railroad, and kindred purposes. 
To the northward lies the “ Island” of Secaucus, a strip of 
upland surrounded by marsh and devoted to agriculture 
and truck eardening. — 

The Central Railroad of New Jersey, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, the Lehigh Valley, and the Delaware, Lackawanna 
and Western all traverse the county from east to west, while 
the Erie and West Shore lines run northward and north- 
westerly, 

The pioneers of Hudson County were largely immigrants” 
from Tolland or descendants of the early settlers of Man- 
hattan and Long Islands. The rest were Enelish, french, 
Germans, and Scandinavians. Under the stimulus of the 
bill of “ Preedoms and Exemptions ” Michael Pauw, then 
burgomaster of Amsterdam, was impelled, for speculative 
purposes no doubt, to obtain from the director-general of 
New Netherland, in 16380, grants of two large tracts, one 
called “ Hoboken Taecking ” (Land of the tobaceo pipe) and 
(he other Ahasimus.” Both of these tracts were parts of 
what is now Jersey City. These grants bore date, respect- 
ively, July 13 and November 22, 1630. The grantee gave 
one place the name of “ Pavonia.” 

Pauw failed to comply with the conditions set forth jn 
his deeds and was obliged, after three years of controversy 
with the West India Company, to convey his “ plantations ” 
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back to that company. Michael Paulesen, an official of the 
company, was placed in charge of them as superintendent, 
ft is said he builf and occupied a hut at Paulus Hook early 
In 1635. Tf so, it was the first building of any kind erected 
in either Bergen or ILudsonu County. Later in the same 
year. the. com: 
pany built- two 
more houses: one 
at Comimunipaw, 
afterward = pur. 
chased by Jan 
luvertse Bout, the 
other at Ahasi- 
mus (now Jersey 
City. east of the 
Tint); Tater pur. 
ehased: \by Cor- 
nelius Van Worst. 
Jan itvertse Bout 
succeeded — Mich- 
wel Paulesen as 
superintendent of 
the Pauw planta- 
bt Odieedane . 17: 
1634, with -lread- 





quarters at Com- 


KIERI’S MODE OF PUNISHMENT, 


IuUnipaw, then 
the capital of the Pavonia colony. Tle was suc- 
ceeded in June, 1686, by Cornelius Van Vorst, with head- 
quarters at \iasimus, where he kept‘ open house ” and en- 
tertained the New Aansterdiaim officials in style. 

In 1641 Myndert Myndertse, of Amsterdam, (bearing the 
ponderous title of “ Van Der Teer Nedderhorst,”’) obtained 
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vu erant of all the country behind (west of) Achter Kull 
(Newark Bay), and from thence North to Tappan, iucluding 
part of what is now Bergen and Tludson Counties. Accom. 
panied by a number of soldiers, Myndertse occupied his pur- 
chase, established a camp, and proceeded to civilize the In- 
dians by military methods. It is needless to say that he 
failed. Tle soon abandoned the perilous undertaking of 
founding a colony, returned to Holland, and the title to this 
erant was forfeited. 

Karly in 1638 William Iieft became director-general of 
New Netherland, and on the first day of May following 
eranted to Abraham Tsaacsen Planck (Verplanck) a patent 
for Paulus Hook (now lower Jersey City). 

There were now two % plantations ” at Bergen, those of 
Planck and Van Vorst. Parts of these, however, bad been 
leased to, and were then occupied by, Claes Jansen Van 
Purmerend, Dirck Straatmaker, Barent Jansen, dan Core. 
nelissen Buys, Jan Mvertsen Carsbon, Michael Jansen, Jacob 
Stoffelsen, Aert Teunisen Van Putten, Hebert Woutersen, 
Ciarret Direkse Blauw, and Cornelius Ariessen, Van Putten 
had also leased and located on ie farm at Hoboken. All 
these, with their families and servants, constituted a thiriv- 
ing settlement. The existence of the settlement of Bergen 
was now imperiled by the acts of Governor Kieft, whose iden 
of government was based iiainty upon the principle that 
the governor should get all he could out of the eoverned. 
ILis treatment of the Indians soon incited their distrust and 
hatred of the whites. The savages, for the first time, began 
to show symptoms of open hostility. Captain Jan Petersen 
de Vries, a distinguished navigator, who was then engaged 
in the difficult task of trying to found a colony at Tappan, 
sought every means in his power to conciliate the {ndians, 
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and to persuade WKieft that his treatinent of them would re- 
sult in bloodshed. 

Governor Kieft turned a deaf ear to all warnings and ad- 
vice and continued to goad the Indians by cruel treatment 
and harsh methods of taxation. In 1648 an Indian—no 
doubt under stress of great provocation—shot and killed a 
member of the Van Vorst family. This first act of murder 
furnished a pretext for the whites and precipitated what is 
‘alled ** The Massacre of Payonia,” on the night of february 
25, 1645, when Iieft, with a sergeant and eighty soldiers, 
armed and equipped for slaughter, crossed the Hudson, 
landed at Communipaw, attacked the Indians while they 
were asleep in their camp, and, without regard to age or 
sex, deliberately, and in the most horrible manner, buteh- 
ered nearly a hundred of them. 

Stuny by this outrage upon their neighbors and kinsmen, 
the northern tribes at once took the warpath, attacked the 
settlement, burned the buildings, murdered the seitlers, 
wiped the villages out of existence, and laid waste the coun- 
try round about. Those of the settlers who were not killed 
outright fled across the river to New Agmsterdam. Nor was 
peace restored between the savages and the whites until 
Aueust, 1645, when the remaining owners and tenants of 
farms returned to the site of the old yillage, rebuilt their 
homes, and started anew. 

Petrus Stuyvesant was made director-general July 28, 
1646. Under his administration the setUlement at Bergen 
was revived, grew rapidly, and prospered. Between his ar- 
rival and. the year 1669 the following named persons pur- 
chased or leased lands, though all of them did not become 
actual residents: 

Michael Pauw, Michael Paulesen, Jan EKvertse Bout, Cornelius Van Vorst, 


Myndert Myndertse, Van Der Heer Nedderhorst, Abraham Isaacsen Planck 
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(Verplanck), Claes Jansen Van Purmerend (Cooper), Dirk Strantmaker, Barent 
Jansen, Jan Cornelissen Buys, Johu Evertsen Carsbon, Michac! Jansen (Vree- 
land), Jacob Stoftelsen, Aert ‘Teunisen Van Putten, Egbert Woutersen, Garret 
Direksen Blauw, Cornelius Aricsen, Jacob Jacobsen Roy, Francisco Van Angola 
(negro), Guilliaem Corneliesen, Dirk Sycan, Claes Carsten Norinan, Jacob Wal- 
lengen (Van Winkle), James Luby, Lubbert Gerritsen, Gysbert ubbertsen, John 
Garretsen Van Tmmen, Thomas Davison, Garret Pietersen, Jan Cornelissen 
Schoenmaker, Jan Cornelissen Crynnen, Casper Stimets, Peter Jansen, Hendrick 
Jans Van Schalekwyck, Nicholas Bayard, Nicholas Varlet, Herman Simeéeiman, 
Tielman Van Vleeck, Douwe Harmansen (Tallman), Claes Jansen Backer, Egbert 
Steenhuysen, Harmen Edwards, Paulus Pietersen, Allerd Anthony, John Vigne, 


Paulus Leendert- 





sen, John Verbrup- 
gen, Balthazar Bay- 
ard, Samuel Edsall, 
and <Aerent Lau- 


rene. 


All th ese 
persons l'e- 
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The titles of the settlers were confirmed by Governor Philip 
Carteret and his council in 1668, ba 1669 Carteret also 
granted other portions of the lands in ILudson County to 
the following persons: . 


Maryn Advijnse, Peter Stuyvesant, Claes Petersen Cors, Severn Laurens, 
Hendrick Jansen Spier, Peter Jansen Slott, Barent Christianse, Mark Noble, 
Samuel Moore, Adrian Post, Guert Coerten, Frederick Phillipse, ‘Thomas Fred- 
erick de Kuyder, Guert Geretsen (Van Wagenen), Peter Jacobsen, John Berry, 
Ide Cornelius Van Vorst, Hans Diedrick, Hendrick Van Ostum, Cornelius Ruy- 
ven, . 
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“The Town and Corporation of Bergen,” as appears by 
Carteret’s charter, had an area of 11,500 acres. Up to the 
end of L669 scarce one-third of this area had been patented 
to settlers. The balance, more than 8,000 acres, was used 
in common by the patentees, their heirs, devisees, and 
vrantees, for nearly a century before it was finally divided 
and set off to those entitled to it. Many of the patentees aud 
their descendants and grantees encroached upon these com- 
mon lands. A number caused surveys to be inade, pre- 
sumed to “take up,” and used divers parts of the public 
domain “ without any warrant, power, or authority for so 
doing, without the consent of the 
inmajority of the other patent own- 
ers,” So that in the course of tine 
it could not be known how much of 
these common lands had been taken 
up and appropriated. 

This state of things caused great 





confusion and numerous violent cis- 


putes between the settlers, who, im oft A 
January, 1714, petitioned Governor uf , “itil err 
Hunter for a new charter cmpower- — 

ing them, in their corporate capacity, to convey or lease 
their common lands, in fee, for one, two, or three lives or 
for years. Governor ILunter accordingly procured a new 
charter for the town and corporation, knowh as “Lhe 
Queen Anne Charter.’ The power given by this charter 
had little or no effect in putting a stop to encroachments 
upon, and disputes between, the settlers. Thus matters con- 
tinued until 1643, when another effort was made by the set- 
tlers to protect they rights in the common lands. An eree- 
ment was made, dated June 16th, of that year, providing for 
a survey of the common lands and a determination of how 
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much of the same had been lawfully taken up, used, or 
Claimed, and by whom. 

For some reason this agreement was not carried out, and 
matters continued to grow worse until December 7, 1768, 
when the settlers appealed to the Legislature for relief. 
That body passed a bill, which was approved by Governor 
Mrauklin, appointing commissioners to survey, nap, .and 





CASTLE POINT. 


divide the common lands of Bergen among the persons en- 
titled thereto. These commissioners, seven in number, 
made the survey and division and filed their report and 
maps on the 2d of March, 1765, in the secretary’s office at 
Perth Amboy, copies of which report and maps are also 
filed in the offices of the clerks of both Hudson and Bergen 
Counties. 

In the division thus made by the commissioners the com- 
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mon lands were apportioned among the patentees, herein- 
before named, and their descendants, as well as among the 
following persons: 

Michael de Mott, George de Mott, Gerebrand Claesen, Joseph Waldron, Dirk 
Van Vechten, James Collerd, Thomas Brown, Andries Seagaerd, Dirk Cadimus, 
Zackariah Sickels, Job Smith, Daniel Smith, doseph Hawkins, John Hialmeghs, 
Philip French, Ide Cornelius Sip, Herman Beeder, Nicholas Preyer, Sir Peter 
Warren, Anthony White, Michacl Abraham Van ‘Puyl, Walter Clendenny, John — 
Cummings, David Latourette, Johan Van Dolsen. 

Other families, those of Day, De Grauw, De Groot, Iles- 
sels, ILopper, Banta, ILuysman, Van Giesen, Earle, Pranzen, 
Morris, and Swaen, had become residents of the county with- 
out having lands granted them. It may therefore be safely 
said that the families above named constituted nearly all 
of the original settlers of TPudson County east of the ILack- 


ensack River. 
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HUDSON COUNTY—-CONCLUDED 


Htle westerly portion of Tludson County was included 
in the purchase by Captain Williaa Sandford, who 
came from the Parish of St. Mary’s in the [sland of 
Barbadoes. Governor Carteret and council oranted 

this tract to Sandford on July 4, 1668. Tt contained within its 

boundaries an area of 15,308 acres, extending from the point 
of union of the Hackensack and Passaic Rivers about seven 
miles northward alone said rivers to a spring now known 
as the Boiling Spring, or Sandford Spring, near Rutherford.* 

This purchase was made by Sandford for himself and Major 

Nathaniel KNinesland, also from the Island of Barbadoes, 

and the same was subsequently divided between Sandford 

and Winestand. Kingsland, who became the owner of the 
northern part, including a portion of the present County of 

Bereen, resided at what is now known as * Ningsland 

Miatnor,” south of Rutherford, in Bergen County, while Sand- 

ford, who became Che owner of the southerly part, restded at 

What is now Kast Newark, in Hudson County. Much of this 

large section of territory remained vested in the respective 

descendants of. Sandford and KNingsland) for many years 
after their deaths. 

This western portion of the county was originally organ- 
ized under the name of Harrison by the act creating the 


County of Tudson, being set off from Lodi Township. Tt 
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embraced the land between the Huckensack and Passaic 
livers, including the Township of Union in bergen County, 
IKKearney ‘Township was set off in 1867. 

This neck of land, extending from the junction of the 
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Passaic and the Hackensack northward to the Boiling | 
Spring (Rutherford Park) was known among the Indians 
by the name of * Mighegectilick.” It was estimated to con- 
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was sold by the proprietors to Captain William Sandford, 
July 4, 1668, for twenty pounds sterling yearly in lieu of 
the halfpenny per acre quit-rent, and on condition that he 
should settle on the track six or eight families within three 
vears. On the 20th of the same month, with the consent 
of tne lords proprietors, he bought of Tantaqua, Tamak, 
Anaren, ILanyaham, If. Gosque, and Ws. Kenarenawack, 


| 
FORT WADSWORTH AND THE NARKOWS 
tain 5,308 acres of upland and 10,000 acres of meadow, and 
representatives of the Indians, all their right and title in 
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the traet, paying them “170 fathoms of Black wampuin, 200 
fathoms White wampuim, 19 black Coates, 16 Guns, 60 
double hands of powder, 10 pair of Breetches, 60 knives, 67 
Barrs of Lead, one Anker of Brandy, three half Fats of Beer, 
Eleven Blankets, 80 Axes, 20 ILlowes, and two cookes of 
dozens.” | 

New Barbadoes Neck, as this section was called. was un- 
der the jurisdiction of Newark froin this time until the di- 
vision of the Province. Afterward it was within the Coun- 
ty of Essex until 
January 21, 1710. 
Shortly after this 
Arent Schuyler 
purchased a plan- 
tation opposite 
Belleville ang 
vpened his copper 
mine, as deseribed 
In a previous chap- 
ter, The farm oyp- 
posite Newark 
owned by Colonel] 
Peter Schuyler was. 
known as Peters- 


borough, and con- PETER SCHUYLER, 





tained nine hundred and six acres, of which two hundred 
and sixty-five were covered with timber, three hundred and 
ninety-three were under cultivation, and the remainder was 
salt meadow. Lt was later owned by Archibald Iennedy, 
who married Colonel Schuyler’s only child. ‘This farm con- 
tained a two-story brick dwelling, a large greenhouse, coach 
house, Stables, barn, overseer’s house, ciderhouse, icehouse, 


ele, an excellent garden, and a large orchard, which in 
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1SO00 produced three hundred barrels of cider. Tt also had 
a deer park. ; 

In 1802 the land was laid out into ninety building lots of 
about one acre each and advertised as “ New Town”; and 
ou July 4, S815, the people of the place resolved that they 
“would henceforth distinguish the small district of country 
formerly known as Kennedy's arm, and to the extent of 
one mile north of the northerly bounds thereof, by the name 
of The Village of Lodiv ” 


The first road in Tudson County was one leading from 
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NEW YORK CITY IN THE REVOLUTIONARY PEKIOD., 





Communipaw to Bergen (Jersey City), and was laid out as 
wurly as 1660. In 1GR2, by act of the general assembly, the 
first “street commission in the province was oreanized, 
consisting of Joli Berry, Lawrence Andries (Van Bos- 
kerek), Hnoch Michielsen (Vreeland), tlans Diedricks, Mich- 
ael Siith, Hendrick Van Ostrum, and Claes Jansen Van 
Purmerend. What is known as the Bergen plank road 
was laid out in f[796. Phe Newark plank road was original: 
ly constructed about 1765 and the Hackensack turnpike in 
ISO4. During the last Mreneh war Colonel John Schuyler 
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built the causeway from the upland near Belleville to the 
llackensack River at) Douw’s: Ferry “at a very great ex- 
pense,” 

The Township of Kearney contains the thrifty, attractive 
Village of Arlington, which has become not only an impor- 
tant business center for that part of the county, but a place 
of permanent residence of many men of means and influence 
in New York, Jersey City, and Newark. It has a popula- 
tion of about twelve hundred. It) contains  excel- 
lent churches and schools, several thriving business es- 
tablishments, a few manufactures, and many handsome and 
well kept dwellings. It is a station on the New York and 
Greenwood Lake division of the Erie Railroad. 

The township also contains the New Jersey State Sol- 
diers’ ITlome, which was removed thither from Newark in 
1ss0.) This institution was organized under a legislative 
act approved April 12, 1862, and opened in Newark on the 
Fourth of July, 1866. The Legislatures of 1886 and 1887 
appropriated $175,000 for the erection of the new home, 
Which now contains over three hundred inmates. The pres- 
ent site consists of seventeen and a half acres, with a front- 
age of six hundred feet on the Passaic River, upon which six 
new and commodious buildings have been erected, 

Harrison is a large business and manufacturing munici- 
pality with a population of about ten thousand. Tt is sit- 
nated on the east bank of the Passaic, direetly opposite 
Newark, Pts interests are varied, embracing some of the 
largest manufactures in the State, whieh furnish employ- 
ment to hundreds of skilled) workmen. It has several 
churches and excellent: schools. The locality known as 
Kast Newark adjoins Tlarrison on the north, and is also a 
manufacturing center of importance, It was created as i 
town in 1898, 
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In the Revolutionary War the present County of Hudson 
Was important territory. It carly became au recognized 
eateway to Jersey City and New York, and Lord Stirling 
took measures to place it in a condition of defence. THe de- 

yised the 
works on 
Paulus Hook 
und Bergen 
Neek, which 
were ordered 
constructed by 
LAE Se Vib wa 
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ton frequently 
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region during 
this period. In 
October, 1776, 


the Americans 





GENERAL WASHINGTON RECONNOLTERING. 


evacuated the defences and they remained in possession of 
the British until the end of the war, who held them with 
ereat tenacity. 

On the afternoon of the 12th of July—eight days 
after the Declaration of Independence-—the “ Phoenix,” 


forty guns, and the * Rose,” twenty guns, came sweeping 
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up the bay, and for the first time the thunders of civilized 
warfare burst from the sand-hills of Paulus Took, its bat- 
teries being trained upon the enemy. But the Hnelish ves- 
sels suffered little damage, as their decks were protected by 
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HASBROUCK INSTITUTE. 


sand-baes. On the same evenine Lord TWowe sailed up the 
harbor. On September 15th the post again had a skirmish 
with the British vessels “ Roebuck,” “ Phoenix,” and “ Tar- 
tar.’ Under the Ineglish, in 1777, it was under the com- 
mand of Colonel Abraham Van Buskirk, of Saddle River, 
who had deserted the patriot cause and vone over to the 
enemy. The works on Bergen Neck were named Fort de 
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hancey in honor of Oliver de Lancey, the great Tory of 
Westchester County, New York. : 

The inhabited territory now comprised within the limits 
Of Ttudson County was subject to numerous raids during 
the war, Whig and Tory, friend and foe, both participating 
ln these predatory excursions. Karly in) January, 1777, 
Captain Ikennedy’s house opposite Newark was plundered 
by soldiers returning from Morris- 
town to New Hneland. In April of 
(he same year a body of Americans 
from Secaucus “carried away all the 
erain, horses, cows, and sheep. they 
could get together” Other raids oe. 
curred from time to time, that of Sir 
Hlenvy Chnton, in September, 1777, 
being espectally noteworthy. Siu 
Henry divided his forces into four col: 
Winns, Which entered the present 
County of Thudson from the general 
rendezvous ato New Bridge, above 
Hackensack, On the 12th the expedt- 





tion set out. Clinton himself fol- 


A HIGHLANDER. 


lowed, passing up Newark Bay to 
Schuyler’s Landing on the Tlackensack (Douw’s ferry), 
Whence he marched over the Belleville turnpike to Schuy- 
lew’s house, where he found Captain Dirtimimond with two 


hundred and fiffy men. During the night General Camp- 


bell arrived with his detachment and the cattle he lad col- 


lected en route. The different coltimns met as designed on 
the 15th. On the loth General Campbell marched his force 
from Mnelish Neighborhood to Bergen Point, whence he 
passed over to Staten Island. The vesult of this raid was 
the capture of four hundred cattle, four hundred horses, and 
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it few sheep, taken mostly from the people of Bergen and 
Issex Counties. They had eight men killed, cighteen 
wounded, ten missing, and five taken prisoners. 

On July 28, 1778, the Americans retaliated, coming down 
as faras Bergen Point, visiting Roebuck on thei way, and 
carrying olf “a great number of Cattle from the Inhab- 


itants.” 
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PRESIDENT WASHINGTON’S DESK, 


But the most brilliant episode im connection with Paulus 
ITook occurred in the autumn of 1779, when Major tlenry 
Lee (“ Light Horse Harry”), stationed at New Bridge, made 
wo spirited attack on the post, capturing one hundred and 
fiftv-nine of the garrison, including officers. his was early 
inthe morning of Nugust 19. Phe affair was very galling to 
the British and Tories, but the Americans were overjoyed, 
and Major Lee received the thanks of both Congress and 
Washington, the former placing in Lee’s hands $15,000 to 
be distributed among the soldiers eneagwed in the attack 


and also awarding him a special medal commemorating the 


event, 
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Karly in September, 1782, I’ort de Lancey on Bergen Neck 
was evacuated and burned, and on October 5 Major Ward 
embarked for Nova Scotia with his despised and motley 
crew of refugees. Irom this time until the close of the war 
Paulus Hook was the only foothold which the British had in 
New Jersey, and from here they continued to forage and 
raid over the county. But this, too, was evacuated by the 
enemy on the 22d of November, 1783, and a few days later 
General Washington passed through the Took on the way 
to his home at Mount Vernon. 





WASHINGTON’S BOOKPLATE. 
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THE COUNTY Ol UNION 


NION COUNTY was taken from Essex and incor- 
porated by an act of the Legislature dated March 
19, 1857. Up to that time it was an integral part 
of the mother county, allied to it by the close con- 

nection extending over a long series of years, by the com- 





mon bond of the hardship and struggles incident io a new 
life in the wilderness, and by the brotherhood arising: from 
a union of hearts and hands in the vicissitudes of the strug- 
gle for independence. What has been said historically of 
Issex can be said, therefore, for Union. The one is the 
child of the other, which has gone out from the home to take 
up an independent life for itself. 

Union County is a locality of residences. The capital, 
Iklizabeth, has a special history of its own, different from 
that of any other town in the State. That history has, in 
part, been written on these pages. Plaintield is one of the 
most sightly and beautiful cities in the State, and deserves 
better mention of it than can be eiven in this volume, but 
it is entirely outside of the Valley of the Passaic. There 
are really only. two municipalities in the county which are 
connected in such a manner with the river that they ought 
to be noticed. Of one of them very little can be said, 

The small township of New Providence is intimately con- 
nected with the Passaic. Its whole western boundary is 
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washed by that stream. Tt was a locality of quiet neigh 
borhoods, made up maindy of descendants of the original 
settlers who are still found there. But the introduction of 
the Delaware and Passate Railroad, now a branch of the 


af 


\ 


3 x! MEE BEW EET, wh 


<Geigohene = 
“SUA AMAA AAT 
est UAE 
5 ee . 





THE BOUDINOT THOUSKE? ELIZABE TED, 





(Now the Home for Aged Women.) 


Lackawanna, has introduced anew order of affairs.  Vil- 
lagves for residences have sprung up alone the line of this 
road, such as Murray Till and Berkeley Heights.  Peltville, 
on the border of Westfield, was at one time a scene of ereat 
activity. 

New Providence, the most ancient hamlet in the town- 
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ship, is situated on the east side of (he Passaic and has two 
churches, a Presbyterian and a Methodist. The inhabit- 





BECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES ELIZABETIE, 


ants are mostly agricultural ino Cheir pursuits and make 
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very few changes. 
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It once was connected with Elizabethtown until Mebru- 
ary 4, 1794, when it was annexed (o Springfield, but in TSO E 
Was made an independent township. At one time it had 
some industries of importance. It owes its settlement: 
mainly to the Mlizabethtown associates, a company of citi- 
zens Who took up a large extent of land here and induced 
others to join them in inhabiting it. Besides the two 
Churches at New Providence the Roman Catholics have es- 
tablished a congregation at Stony Tall. 

The names most prominent among the early settlers were 
Bonnel, Littell, Day, Stiles, Wileox, Lyon, Elmer, Valen- 
tine, Roll, Bailey, and Carll: Many descendants of the early 
settlers have gone out from their native seats, united them- 
selves with other families, and the industry and thrift of 
those early comers into this beautiful country have been 
preserved, 

While New Providence was connected with Essex it gave 
many of its citizens to the good of the public, in county of- 
fices and as members of the State Legislature, and all of 
them performed the duties of their respective offices with 
fidelity. 

Sumunit is so called from the fact that when the Morris 
and Essex Railroad was coustructed, and before its con- 
nection With the Lackawanna road, this locality was the 
highest ground reached. Lt was the summit of the road, 
hence the name, tn i887, when the Morris and lMssex Com- 
pany began running (rains, Sumanié could hardly be called 
even a hamlet. Tt had very few dwellings situated within 
anv near distance of the station there established. | 

Jonathan ©. Bonnel, known better as Crane Bonnel, was 
ddarge landowner at this point and in its mediate viet 
ity. He lived on the west bank of the Passaic, in a laree, 
coumnodious, old-fashioned dwelling, like many of the farm 
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houses of his day.  TLe was a man of great energy and perse- 
verance, and keenly alive to the benefits to be derived from 
the existence of a railroad running over his large estate. 
It is asserted by many cneineers Chat the proper route for 
the road was to leave Milburn at the road running west- 
ward from the station, to follow the ravine extending along 
the northern side of Short Pills, and so to reach Morris 
County at the eminence known as Ifobart Till. That plan 
would have saved 
two ov three miles to 
the company, but it 
did not suit the far 
reaching yliews of 
Mr. Bonnel. So he 
bent all the strength 
of his determined 
will to the laying of 





the road over the 
hill lying east of his 
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land. In the end he 
succeeded, and the present flourishing town of Suminit is 
the result. | 

Like many other localities of its kind it is a town of resi- 
dences, with broad avenues lined with dwellings of the 
very best architecture and elegant and commodious in all 
their appliances. In 1900 it lad a population of 5,302, 
vu darge proportion of whom are business men of New York, 
who have added moral strength and the sinews of wealth 
to this city on a hill. It has six churches: Presbyterian, 
Mpiscopatian, Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist, and Roman 
Catholic. Its people are alive to all modern demauds for 
improvement, sanitary and otherwise. They have built 
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school houses, Churches, a town hall, a public library, ma- 
cadamized their streets, sunk sewers in their thoroughfares, 
adorned their town with shade trees, and placed substan- 
tin] sidewalks for the comfort of pedestrians. 

Within the bounds of this municipality, on its eastern bor- 
der and on an eminence overlooking the valley spread out 
from the foot of the commanding elevation on which Sum- 
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CENTRAL PART OF RAHWAY. 
(From an Old Print.) 


mit is situated, is the spot where, during the Revolution, a 
beacon and a signal gun known by the pleasant name of 
* Old Sow ” were placed to warn the minutemen of the vi- 
cinity of approaching danger from incursions of the enemy. 
The New Jersey Society of the Sons of (he American Revo- 
lution have placed an appropriate monument on the identi- 
cal spot once occupied by these interesting memorials of the 
times when the minds of the people were at tension heat. 


Leave is now taken of the Passaic Valley with very creat 
regret. Phe task undertaken with great reluctance, but 
with the hope that some justice might be done to the sub- 
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454 MHI PASSAIG VALLEY 


ject, has been imperfectly accomplished. Tt has grown in 
interest as i progressed. Mines of historical wealth have 
been discovered; traits of characters of the former and pres- 
ent inhabitants developed which have increased the high 
respect before entertained for them; the memory of the 
heroic people who went out from their homes and. con- 
fronted the dangers and hardships of a new habitation in 
the wilderness, and laid broad and deep foundations of 
human liberty, will be held nore dear and more enduring 
by the revelations evolved out of the inquiries into their 
lives and history. | | 

While sueh men and such women exist the Republic will 
ever be safe. | 
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